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Socialization

Socialization: The lifelong process of social interaction through which individuals acquire a self-identity and the physical, mental, and social skills needed for survival in society. Elements:
· Essential for the individual’s survival and growth
· Essential for the survival and stability of society
· Content varies from culture to culture
· What we believe about ourselves, our society, and the world is largely a product of our interactions with others


Sigmund Freud (1856-1939)
· Key Theory:
1. People have two basic tendencies (instincts):
2. To survive
3. To procreate
A child’s development is an effect of factors from the id, the ego and the superego

· Key Concepts:
· Id: the component of the personality that includes all of the individual’s basic biological drives and needs that demand immediate gratification
· Ego: the rational, reality-orientated component of personality that imposes restrictions on the innate pleasure seeking drives of the id
· Superego: The Conscience that consists of the moral and ethical aspects of one’s personality that comes from parents, others, the whole society


· Agents of Socialization: are all the persons, groups, or institutions that teach us what we need to know to participate in society
1. Family
2. The School
3. Peer Groups
4. Mass Media


1 FAMILY
The most basic and foundational agent of socialization

Functionalist interpretation:
· Families are the source of procreation and socialization of children
· Learn dominant culture and subcultures we belong to
· Source of emotional support
· Taming ‘excess individuality
Conflict Theorists:
· Socialization reproduces parents class rather than challenging the conditions that currently exist.
· Socialization contributes to a false consciousness – a lack of awareness and a distorted perception of the reality of class
· Example: middle-income and upper-income families typically instil ideas of monetary and social success in children, as well as to focus on “proper” thinking and acting
2 The SCHOOL

Functionalist Perspective: 
· Teaching students to be productive members of a society
· Transmission of culture
· Social control and personal development
· Selection, training, and placement of individuals in social ranks

Conflict Perspective: 
· The education system solidifies class inequalities and allows the elite to control the masses
· Children have varied experiences dependent upon class, race, gender and ethnicity
· Hidden curriculum concept: children learn the capitalistic system (competition, materialism, work over play, obedience to authority, attentiveness) in school 

A Symbolic Interactionist Perspective: 
· Socialization is a result of daily interactions in the school setting
· Here, students learn about their culture, the nation, aggression and compliance, and gender

3 PEER GROUPS

The Peer Group: a group of people who are linked by common interests, equal social position, and (usually) similar age

Their functions:
· Contribute to our sense of “belonging”
· Teach what is acceptable behaviour
· Peer group is both a product of culture and one of its major transmitters
· Teach social norms
· They reflect the larger culture in many ways
· They are NOT your parents…!!

Resocialization: The process of learning a new and different set of attitudes, values, and behaviours from those in one’s previous background 
· Voluntary
When we receive a new status of our own free will
Examples:
· Religious conversion
· Joining the armed forces
· Marriage
· Involuntary
When we receive a new status not of our own free will
Examples:
· Armed forces conscription
· Imprisonment
· Marriage?

Gender socialization: the aspect of socialization that contains specific messages and practices concerning the nature of being female or male in a specific group or society 

· Sources: family, social class, schools, peers, media, and the computer.
· Effects: What it means to be masculine and feminine 
· Gender socialization varies among diverse ethnic and social class groupings



4 MASS MEDIA: (more imp today)

Estimates of exposure of Canadian of children
· 2 & half per day watching TV
· 2 hours per day on computers, video games or a VCR
· Total: 1600 hours per year
· In contrast: spend 1200 hours in school. 

Violence as a Critical Issue
- Typical person, by time they are 18 – who watches hours of TV a week will have seen:
16000 stimulated murders, 200,00 act of violence

· It is illegal in many nations to show frontal nudity on TV (feminist point this out)
APA notes:
· 80% of all TV problems contain acts of violence
· Commercial TV for children is 50-60 x more violent than prime-time TV for adults
More issues:
· Negative views of persons and colour



Socialization Through the Life Course
Process of socialization is ongoing 

Infancy and childhood
Adolescence
Adulthood
Late adulthood and ageism 

Why is it a life long process?
· We continue to learn throughout our whole life
· When we experience a change in status (going to university, getting our 1st job, or marrying), we learn a wide new set of rules, roles, and relationships. Basically where culture comes from. Socialization in west vs. east. 

Anticipatory Socialization: knowledge and skills learned for future roles. 
Chronological age***: a person’s age based on dob 
Vs.
Functional age: observable individual attributes such as physical appearance, mobility, strength, coordination, and mental capacity, used to assign ppl to categories. 


SEE PAGE 101-103

Groups and Organizations

· Social group: a collection of two or more people who interact frequently with one another, share a sense of belonging, and have a feeling of interdependence. 
· Aggregate: a collection of people who happen to be in the same place at the same time but have little else in common.
· Category: a number of people who may never have met one another but who share a similar characteristic (such as education, age, race)

Primary Groups: 
· Based on informal membership
· Less specialized
· Direct, face-to-face relations and communication
· E.g., Friendships

Secondary Groups: 
· Based on informal/formal membership among members who may relate and communicate indirectly
· Examples:
· Clubs and fraternities
· Counterculture groups
· Cooperatives
· Activist groups
Work Groups:
· Organized to perform particular tasks
· Prominent in horticultural and agricultural communities
· Often made up of youth groups


Cooperatives:
· Surpluses are shared among the members
· One person, one vote
· Farmer cooperatives
· E.g. in western India
· Craft cooperatives
· E.g. in Panama

Types of Groups
· Ingroup: a group to which a person belongs and with which the person feels a sense of identity.
· Outgroup: a group to which a person may feel a sense of competitiveness or hostility 
· Functions: 
· To encourage social cohesion among members
· Dysfunctions: 
· May promote racism, sexism and ageism
· Sense of ethnocentrism

Reference Groups
· The group to which you belong is not necessarily the most powerful group in your life.
· New immigrants may choose as a reference group an organization (a group) that represents their homeland.
· The children of immigrants may not choose the same group, but rather a newer (host nation) group.

Group Dynamics
· Group Conformity: the process of maintaining or changing behaviour to comply with the norms established by a society, subculture, or other group
· Theory at the base of group conformity: We tend to be significantly influenced by others in our group to the extent that we may deny our own senses, our loyalties, and our commitment to truth

· Groupthink: the process by which members of a cohesive group arrive at a decision that many individual members privately believe is unwise.
· Example: The tragic 1986 launch of the space shuttle Challenger that resulted in the death of all seven crew members

· A web of social relationships that links one person with other people, and through them, additional people.
·  Technological? Example: Facebook
· “It’s a small world”, Six Degrees of Separation
· Non-technological? Example: Through networks, a remarkable number of people were linked to those who died on September 11, 2001

Deviance, Crime, & Punishment

· Deviance is all about norms and normativity- deviance is simply something that is ‘ab’normal (‘away from’ the normal) 
· Deviance is a behavior/belief/condition that strays/differs from the norm
· Deviant does not necessarily mean wrong or illegal (tattoos), perverted (sexual fetishes), or abnormal (belief in ghosts) 


· Deviant is a relative category that changes with time, place, and culture
· E.g. homosexuality was once viewed in Canada as a type of ‘deviant’ behavior
· E.g. The “Ghosts of Iceland”
· Definitions of deviance often reflect social power: Religious bans on Paganism, or Conservative prohibitions on same-sex marriages
· Marijuana another contmep. EG

· Deviance is about social control and continuity, executed through Norms of belief, behaviour etc.
· Deviance is also about social change
-Challenging norms of belief and behaviour etc
· If there was no deviance in society then society would not change
· If there was no norms of behaviour in society then it would be impossible to have a stable and functioning society 

Conflict deviance
· There is seldom total agreement within a culture about what is deviant
· Contested deviance is known as conflict deviance
· Conflict deviance is a disagreement among groups over whether or not something is deviant e.g. smoking marijuana, same sex marriage in the USA

Stigma and Deviance
· A stigma is a social attribute that is seen to discredit an individual’s social identity
· Many countries/cultures stigmatize sex-work/prostitution 
· When a person/group is stigmatized their social status is reduced in the eyes of other people-their social identity is ‘stained’ or ‘marked’
· Bodily Stigma- stigma that centers on the physical body e.g. tattoos, disability, body shape and size

Erving Goffman
· Identified three types of stigma:
Stigma of character traits (A Fallen Woman/Man), physical stigma (Dwarfism, Downs Syndrome etc.), and stigma of group identity (Jews, Muslims etc.)

Crime and Deviance
· Often deviant behavior is also considered criminal behavior 
· Examples:
· Driving while drunk
· Stealing 
· Murder 

Racial Profiling
· An example of covert deviance 
· Racial profiling are actions undertaken supposedly for reasons of safety, security, or public protection, based on racial stereotypes, rather than on reasonable suspicion
· Poverty can be considered a covert characteristic of deviance
· The assumption that poorer people are more likely to be deviant than middle-class/wealthy people 

Perception of crime
· Geographic & Demographic location of crime 
· cheap housing occupied by successive waves of immigrants - Irish, Italian, Polish etc. in New York
· Shaw and McKay argue that the high crime rates were not a consequence of the behaviour of any one particular ethnic group (since it didn't really seem to make much difference which ethnic group was dominant at particular times). 
· Jane & Finch etc
· If you saw $10 in an envelope sticking out of a mailbox, would you steal the money, or pop the envelope in the mail?
· If there is graffiti all over the mailbox or lots of litter on the ground, you'd be twice as likely to take the cash, according to a (Wilson and Keiser 2000)study 
· They found that 25% of the people walking past pocketed the money when there was litter on the ground or graffiti all over the mailbox. Only 13% took the money when there was no litter or graffiti.

Occupational Crimes:
Sexual harassment, embezzlement, pilfering
· Corporate Crimes
 - Industrial accidents e.g. pollution
 - Insider trading 
 - Price-fixing



Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)
· argued that the law was how social norms became codified in society 
· If its deviant then it will be illegal
· The law reflects the collective consciousness of society
· Durkheim argued that crime actually helped to reinforce social solidarity – i.e. It served a positive function in society
· Why?
· Laws mark the boundaries of acceptable and unacceptable behaviour in any society, in much the same way that norms represent specific social guide-lines
· Crime has an integrating function, in that public alarm and outrage at criminal acts serves to draw the law-abiding closer together
· Vancouver/Stanley Cup Riots 

Social Strain Theory
· Robert Merton (1910-2003) attempted to adapt Durkheim's general ideas about anomie to specific social situations and circumstances
· People/groups feel strain when they are exposed to cultural goals that they cannot achieve because they do not have access/resources to the means of achieving these goals 
· Examples of cultural goals- wealth, success, material possessions etc
· Anomie was seen by Durkheim to be a very dangerous phenomenon, mainly because when people no-longer believe in their obligations to others they revert to self-interest
· When denied access to these goals they find other (illegal) ways of achieving them
· E.g. stealing money, cars etc
· Merton argued that American Society was becoming more ‘anomic’ due to the cultural pressure on everyone to succeed but lacking the means to do so
· Two big problems with Merton’s Social Strain Theory 

SEE TEXT 175>

Social Stratification
Stratification, Definitions:
1. The presence of acknowledged differences in social status, political influence, and wealth among the people within a society.
2. The ranking of subgroups in a society according to wealth, power, and prestige 
3. Social stratification: a form of inequality in which categories of people are systematically ranked in a hierarchy on the basis of their access to scarce but valued resources 

· Social stratification: is the hierarchical arrangement of large social groups based on their control over basic resources
· Life chances: refers to the extent to which individuals have access to important societal resources such as food, clothing, shelter, education and health care (Weber).
· The more affluent have better life changes 

System of Stratification
· Social mobility: is the movement of individuals or groups from one level in a stratification system to another
· Intergenerational mobility: is the social movement experienced by family members from one generation to the next
· Intragenerational mobility: is the social movement of individuals within their own lifetime.

Obama
· The problem of inequality lies not in poverty but in excess
· We need a new value system calling on the rich to share with the poor and to reduce consumption

Classical Perspectives on Social Class:

1 Karl Marx: Relation to Means of Production
· Two classes in the modern world:
· Capitalist (bourgeoisie) consists of those who own the means of production (land and capital)
· Working (proletariat): those who must sell their labour to the owners in order to earn enough to survive
· Other terms:
· Material interests: Capitalists tend to hold onto their land and capital 
· Exploitation: the bourgeoisie take from the proletariat what is due them for their own profit
· Other terms:
· Alienation: the feeling of powerlessness and estrangement from other people and from oneself 
· The bourgeoisie maintain position on top of the class structure termed the “superstructure”
· Class struggle consists of the struggle between the two classes
· Class conflict: the struggle between the capitalist and working classes

2 Max Weber: Wealth, Prestige, and Power

· Theme: That no one factor (such as Marx’s economic division) defines class. Many factors such as culture as well as access to important societal resources such as economic, social, and political power contribute.
· He developed a multidimensional approach to the study of social stratification
· Weber’s multidimensional approach includes:
· Prestige: the respect with which a person or status position is regarded by others 
· Power: the ability of people or groups to achieve their goals despite opposition from others (From Weber’s insight, current sociologists use the term socioeconomic 
· Status: to refer to a combined measure that attempts to classify individuals, families, or households in terms of factors such as income, occupation, and education to determine class position 


Civil Society
· Diverse interest groups that operate outside the government to organize aspects of life
· Comprising various groups:
· Institutions supporting states (e.g., churches, schools)
· Institutions that oppose the state (e.g., trade unions, environmental groups)

Antonio Gramsci
· 1891 - 1937
· Italian Scholar, political prisoner
· The “Prison Notebooks”
· Introduced the term Hegemony:
· The permeation throughout society of an entire system of values, attitudes, beliefs and morality that has the effect of supporting the status quo in power relations

Systems of Stratification
· Slavery: is an extreme form of stratification in which some people are owned by others.
· This is more likely in a closed system (social position defined by birthright) , where people designated as “slaves” are treated as property and have little or no control over their lives.
· Caste system: is a system of social inequality in which people’s status is permanently determined at birth base don their parents’ ascribed characteristics.
· A closed system of social stratification
· Exists in India (based on occupation/descent) and in South Africa (based on racial classification)

World Systems Theory
· All the human interaction networks small and large, from the household to global trade, constitute the world-system.
World systems theory: the capitalist world economy is a global system divided into a hierarchy of three major types–core, semi-peripheral, and peripheral–in which upward or downward mobility is conditioned by the resources orobstacles that characterize the international system
[image: ]
Thesis: the core nations exploit the peripheral nations at their expense. The semiperipheral ones are partially exploited but benefit more than the peripheral ones 


Dependency Theory
· Theme: Rich countries have a vested interest in maintaining a dependent status of poor countries: using them to gather raw materials to be manufactured in the rich countries
· Dependency Theory: that global poverty can be at least partially attributed to the fact that the low-income countries have been exploited by the high-income countries
· Cynics call this the ‘New Colonialism’

Conflict Perspectives
· Core values in Canada emphasize the importance of material possessions, hard work, individual initiatives to get ahead, and behaviour that supports the existing social structure.
· Thesis: Culture supports the capitalist social structure.
· A stratified system is supported by Canadian ideology, laws, the valorization of wealth and power, and discrimination

Feminist Perspectives
· Focus: Social inequalities within a social class
· Gender is added to class to result in a “double effect”
· Evidence:
· Many women work in low paying positions
· Women’s income, on average, is less than men’s
· Evidence:
· Women, more than men, work the “double shift”
· Women are more likely than men to engage in family care which is not remunerated
· When women become mothers, they often loose accumulated wealth and experience



Functionalist Perspectives
· Davis (1945) claimed that social inequality was not only inevitable but also necessary for the smooth functioning of society. Termed the Davis-Moore Thesis
· Why?
1. All societies have important tasks that must be accomplished
2. Some positions are more important than others
3. The most important positions must be filled by the most qualified people
4. These positions which require talent must be highly awarded
5. Those most highly rewarded should be functionally unique and on which other positions rely for expertise, direction, or financing

Special Term: Meritocracy: a hierarchy in which all positions are rewarded based on people’s ability and credentials

Marxism
“Social classes are competing in essence for control of the state”
“Political life is only a veil for the real struggle: Capital versus Labour”.

· Born 1818 in Trier 
· Jewish ancestry
· Studied philosophy and economics in Berlin
· Married Jenny von Westphalen
· Earned his living (badly) as a journalist
· Died 1883 in London having only written 3 of the planned 8 volumes of Das Kapital.
· Later his work is abused/misused by Stalin, Trotsky etc. in Russian Rev. 
· Wrote from perspective of proletariat 
· Attends U of Bonn in Germany, studies under Schlehel, President of drinking club
· Father moves him to U of Berlin in 1836 where he studies under Eduard Gans
· Influenced by Hegel (who had this idea when history will change when tension occurs – change occurs from 2 opposing clashing forces) All great changes stem from economy. 
· 1840 – excused of military service due to ill health
· 1841 = PHD from university from Jenna (though he never attended this school)
· 1842 became editor in chief of Rhenish Gazette and moved from Bonn to Cologne
· 1843 – still not identifying w/ communism – he is under strong political pressure – secret police, he’s refused employment (b/c of his views) etc. 
Tragedies
· 3 children died
· 4th dies early
· Edgar, illegitimate child dies of consumption at age 8
· Oldest daughter = suicide


· This philosophy went from one of democratic suffrage to revolution of proletariat
· Political refugee, exiled form Germany
· His resistance to soc-communism crumbles
· His philosophy alters from one of democratic Universal Suffrage to a revolutionary working class 

Communist Manifesto
· The proletariat alone is really a rev. class (cannot come from bourgeoisie) 
· The proletariat is the self-conscious independent movement of immense majority – 99% of the population (used phrase, “lumpen proletariat” – those not awoken to their issues) 
· The proletariat movement is the self-conscious, independent movement of the immense majority
· Describes the position of communists 
· This book is in response to critiques on communism and critiques other socialist schools
· The aim is history of society as class society 
· He does not separate the state from this – the executive of the modern state is but a committee for managing the common affair of the whole bourgeoisie 

· “The executive of the modern state is but a committee for managing the common affair of the whole bourgeoisie”

NEXT STAGE
· Capitalism will ultimately collapse under weight of its contradictions (notes the same thing happened w/ slavery in the past)
· Communism will make ownership communal, make labour communal, and thus do away w/ private property
· It will not need to decree this abolition, it will follow
· We will be riding ourselves of the much of generations
· He is becoming acknowledged as a spokesperson for socialism 

1848 – European Revolutions 

Class Struggle (Social Classes)
· Marx argued that your relationship to the means of production objectively determined your social class. 
· Identified two great classes in Capitalist society:

1. The Bourgeoisie (Upper or Ruling class).
Those people who owned the means of production.
2. The Proletariat (Working class).
· Its inevitable that they will clash and lead to new era of history




Das Kapital 
“The raw material serves now merely as an absorbent of a definite quantity of labour”
· Every thing that comes off – every product = represents labour: surplus value – a man makes during a day 10 chairs, and worker gets 10 dollars for 10 hours and chairs are sold for 3 dollars each (profit of $30.00)– Marx says the worker should only then work 3 hours or the profit be split down the middle. Thus capitalism exploits workers. 

Materialist conception of history
· Starts from the proposition that the production of the means to support human life and, next to production, the exchange of things produced, is the basis of all social structure; that in every society that has appeared in history, the manner in which wealth is distributed and society divided into classes or orders is dependent upon what is produced, how it is produced, and how the products are exchanged. From this point of view, the final causes of all social changes and political revolutions are to be sought, not in men's brains, not in men's better insights into eternal truth and justice, but in changes in the modes of production and exchange. 
Basic contradiction between:
1. The forces of production (the things that are required to produce commodities) and
2. The relations of production (in basic terms, who benefits the most from these arrangements).
· However, if the relationship between social classes is:
· Unequal
· Exploitative
· Founded on a conflict of interest
· Why do the exploited put-up with this situation? 
· Concepts of both "power" and "ideology" come into the equation (Foucault, Gramsci – Hegemony)

Components
· The processes of production are of paramount importance ("the economic interpretation of history") 
· The abstract ideas people hold --- ideas about law, politics, religion, etc. --- are determined by their relationship to the "mode of production"
· Ideas so fixed tend to help perpetuate that mode or advance the interests of those who hold them 
· Modes of production succeed each other in a fixed, progressive sequence, each one being driven from the scene when it had been pushed as far as it could go
· Claims that the next push will be the last one; moreover, after the next push competition will vanish. 



HM DEFINTION
· Capitalism will not last
· Dominant ideas of what’s morally good do not emerge from the self – but are produced by the material conditions if that age. We absorb the ideas of capitalism – we do not think for ourselves. He wants to awaken the proletariat to this fact – that they are captive to the economic terms of capitalist society – taught to think in this way
· The final causes of social changes – not to be sought in men’s brains – but in changes of the mode of production and economic change. All great major changes are based on economic dictates. 

Orthodox Marxism
· Theory propounded by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
· Some use the term to refer simply to the economic critique 
· Sometimes called Base or Classic Marxism

Academic Marxism
· Marxism has been adopted by a large number of academics and other scholars working in various disciplines.
· Begins with soviet archaeology
· Focus on material culture
· Continues in English speaking tradition with Gordon Childe

Cultural Marxism
· Two centers: Frankfort School/Birmingham School.
· Trans-disciplinary approach.
· Culture must be studied within the social relations through which culture is produced and consumed.
· Analysis of culture is intimately bound up with the study of society, politics, and economics.
· Cultural Marxism involves a sociological/political interpretation of literature, art, and film.
It sees an undercurrent of hegemony, and the presence of the class struggle in all these areas
· Frankfort school = left wing Jews (some arrested/die etc.) in the 30s (50yrs after Marx’s death) want to resurrect his ideas. End up in New York and become leaders of mass communication theory etc.  Individualism in modern day society seen in film, literature etc. – away from collectivism. 

Political Marxism
· Trade unionism
· Political parties
· Communist international (Internationalism)
· USSR
· Warsaw pact
· Global Impact

His Own Words
“I am not a Marxist” – he was an activist – he was not an armchair philosopher – for Marx it will all end in the rev.

Marx’s Role in History 
· USSR – all citizens equal, do away w/ means of production. During cold war - Many small wars are fought. In 1980 – was unsure who would win this cold war. 
· When Marx died, he was not well known except in revolutionary circles.
· After his death, his writing prompted a number of politicians to lead revolutions in his name.
· Many of these societies were totalitarian.
· His philosophy underlies the thinking of many political parties.

Trotsky 1879-1940
· Believed in permanent revolution – that this would always be the state
· First communist state by 1917 
· Many dragged the good ideas/name of Marx down
· Stalin takes over from Lennon – he picks Trotsky – but Stalin prevents this
· Thus Stalin rules this Marxism regime in state of totalirian terror. 
· Che Guevara – 1928-1967 – believed proletariat could overthrow capitalism 
· Last moments of communism – Gorbachev 

Reform 1986-89
· Perestroika – rescue the bad name of communism (stemming from Stalin)
· Cold war – economically crippled USSR
· We must move away from a dogmatic understanding of socialism 
· He does not want to do away w/ socialism – wants to change it

END OF CPSU
· March 1990 – Gorbachev elected as first president of the Soviet Unions w/ 59^ of the deputies votes as an unopposed candidates
· Maintain a Marxism cleansed of Stalinist deformations 
· 1991 Gorbachev resigns and USSR dissolves and comes known as Commonwealth of Independent States – ends communist rule in Russia/Europe
· Important Gorbachev – wants to transition slowly to communism = soft communism
· What happened in Russia = attempted military coup and Gorbachev is arrested 

Rev. Communism will continue into the future; these movements that use Marxism to justify wars of liberation show few signs of ending. 

Influenced by Marxism
· Anthropology (studied simpler cultures w/out capitalism and make comparisons)
· History
· Extended to areas uncharted by any of Marx’s writings
· Politics
· Sociology
· Prehistory 

· Revolutionary communism will continue into the future. These movements that use Marxism or a variety of Marxism to justify wars of liberation show few signs of ending” (Ozinga)


Ethnicity, Race, & Multiculturalism
See slides & Online Readings – exclude from study???

Families & Kinship
· Relationships created via biology are called: Consanguineal
· Relationships created via Marriage are called: Affinal

Nuclear Family
· The nuclear family consists of a married couple and their children.
· The nuclear family is ego-centered and impermanent


Functionalist
· Family in maintaining the stability of a society and the well-being of individuals

Durkheim:
· Marriage as a microcosmic replica of the larger society
· The division of labour contributed to greater efficiency in all areas of social life--including marriage and the family

Parsons and four key functions:
· 1) Sexual regulation
· 2) Socialization
· 3) Economic and psychological support
· 4) Provision of social status

Feminism
· Theme: There are more types of family than the nuclear one; patriarchy has been a source of pain and struggle for the family
· Patriarchy: a hierarchical system of social organization in which cultural, political, and economic structures are controlled by men 
· Women’s subordination begins in families
· Dark side emphasis: abuse, family violence
· Included in the perspective is the desire to change the family system from one of control to one of freedom

· A Bride for Barter? Traditional Customs of the Huli People of Papua New Guinea
· (50 mins) http://digital.films.com.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/PortalViewVideo.aspx?xtid=49973
· Focus questions
· Division of labour
· Marriage customs
· Economy 
· Links to next lecture on Religion & Spirituality

Jeremy Dias
Guest Lecturer 
Sexuality and Activism

Talks in schools about Gay activism and discrimination 

Gay history: ancient Greece, ancient Roman 
· More culturally accepted – women back then were not ppl (property back then – can one truly love an object? No – in ancient times – you wanted true love – you had to be with another guy) 
· Even their bathrooms – their ideas of gender, nudity – very different back then 
· Gay culture and community we now today – only coupled 100 years old
· As minority communities – we have different relationships, differences: gay ppl are not born from other gay parents. 
· Women we remembered – Staphos (island of lesbos – where the name comes from – 1st feminist) She believed women were not objects – ppl
· Why are we still separating bathrooms today?
· Germany – after WWI = poor, inflation occurred 
· Berlin – illegal to be gay – thus they decriminalize it and prostitution and lets get ppl to tour here = tourism  still gay bars very underground 
· Germany Nazi party – democratically elected (repression against ppl began – closing of ppl w/ different abilities’ institutions: ppl w/ disabilities, Jews, and homosexuals) = WWII and LLGB ppl hunted. 
· 1950s and 60s very difficult to be gay men – PO even came to schools and threatened students. 
· 1969 (June) – Judy Garland died – she was supporter. The system exploited her – and gays were heartbroken – The PO ran a raid the night of mourning – no one ran that night – stood our ground. Riot occurred – birth of LGBQ movement and afterwards it was decriminalized. 1981 party ended – Canadian pilot – HIV – gay. Patient 0 – dies. Field of nursing – nurses helped support queer men with HIV – helped them die w/ compassion. 
· At last = equal rights movement – once discovered that straight ppl too are affected by HIV  what’s wrong with equal rights movement? Not everyone is the same – equal means get the same services – equal is not accessible. Once we get marriage = we will be equal, BUT – we never got the instruction manual – still discriminated from – gays have highest drug use, alcohol use, and suicide rates among any community in Canada –only comparable to 1st Nations.  
· Crime of our generation = apathy or lack of empathy 
Religion & Spirituality

· Religion: a system of beliefs, symbols, and rituals, based on some sacred or supernatural realm, that guides human behaviour, gives meaning to life, and unites believers into a community (Durkheim)
· Second Definition: (more inclusive of all dimensions of religion): the individual and social experience of the sacred manifested in mythologies, rituals, and ethos and integrated into a community or an organization (Swenson, from Society, Spirituality and the Sacred)

2nd: more inclusive – sees the individual experience manifests in mythologies

How can sociologists study it? 
· With an endeavor not to make value statements on it or to make truth claims on any religion
· Goal is to look at the effects of religion using methods like historical analysis, experimentation, participant observation, survey research and content analysis
· Focus on tangible elements such as written texts, patterns of behaviour or opinions that can be studied using standard sociological research tools.
· Not make value statements or to make truth claims

Religion and Science
· What are the commonalities between Science and Religion?
· Both are a general class of epistemological systems
· Science “is” a via negativa system
· Religion “is” a via positiva system
· Both are instantiated in society via institutions
Commonalities:
· Both epistemological systems  BUT
· via negative system – if you can’t falsify – tested
· via positivism – can’t be falsified – not science that can do so 

Religion:
· Religion is organised, social, and transformative
· Non-empirical belief, faith in gods
· Adherents subscribe to articles of faith
· Religion is a belief system and it is rooted in practice
· There are rituals, restrictions, commandments, observances


· Religion: a social institution composed of a “unified” system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things.
· Spirituality: Concern with the sacred, often individual, not formal


Animism
· Ancestors are characteristic 
· Animals, plants, and celestial bodies have spirits.
· Visions, trancing, dancing, sacred items, and sacred spaces for worship, 
· Characteristic of aboriginal cultures 

Religious of the World:
Christianity – 30%, Islam – 20%, Non religious -18%, Hindu – 13%, Buddhist - 11%, other – 8% (wiccans etc.)

Jainism
· Animals, plants, humans = souls
· Strict vegetarians, Reincarnation 
· Liberation by eliminating all karma
· Non-violence
· No gods or spiritual beings that will help human beings on the road to liberation.
The three guiding principles called Jewels
· Belief, right knowledge and right conduct. 
· Jainism has no priests. Has monks and nuns 

Shintoism
· Little interest in belief, or in using religion as a way of explaining the world. 
· What matters are rituals that enable human beings to communicate with kami.
Kami are elements in nature, animals, creation forces in the universe, as well as spirits of the revered deceased

Hinduism 
· Key texts – 4, over 80% live in India, deities range from stones to carvings of gods, temples – buildings to shrines

Buddhism
· Founding figure Siddhartha Gautama
· Started in Northern India
· No accepted single text
· Followers honour Gautama’s teachings
· Goal is to reach “nirvana”
· Strong tradition of monasticism
· First arose as protest against features of Hinduism

Islam
· Tawhid
· Shari'a
· Islamic doctrine is found in the Qur'an (Koran). written by Muhammad and his disciples as dictated by the Angel Gabriel. 
· It is infallible & without error  

· 1) Shahada: Testifying to God's One-ness: The declaration "There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is His prophet." • 2) Salat: Prayer. General Features of Islamic Prayer ... • 3) Zakat: Giving charity. Originally a free-will donation (what is no called Sadaqah ). ... • 4) Sawm: Fast ... • 5) Hajj: Pilgrimage.

Christianity
· Jewish Origins
· Largest Following
· Jesus the Messiah

Judaism 
· Oldest – in the world 
· Believe the messiah has not come yet
· Words both spoken and written are important
· Will not kneel 

Function of Religion
· Sharing 
· Death/fear/renewal 
· Social well being (most – not law) encourages morality/good behaviour/non violence
· Health/marriage  longevity. Ppl who do attend church and actively practice – live longer and married longer

Durkheim’s Elementary Forms
· Durkheim argued that, society worships a projection of its own social structure
· Religion provides an intermediate basis for social solidarity
· Society worships a projection of its own social structure 
· Ex: if your Greek and you have a polytheism religion – what society is doing is worshipping their own culture – politically they had an oligarchy rule 
· Ex: monotheism – one god, one king or one PM 
· Thus we validate hierarchy and leadership via religion

Current Functionalist Interpretations
· Drawing from Durkheim and Malinowski, many current structural functionalists argue that religions:
· Provide social solidarity
· Enable social control
· Provide meaning and purpose to life
· Provide psychological and emotional support

Symbolic Interactionist
· Theme: On micro-levels, religion gives meaning to everyday life
· Two dimensions
1. Religion as a Reference Group
· Helps people to define themselves
· Religious symbols express the essential facts of our human existence
2. Religious Conversion
· Theme: one micro levels, religion gives meaning to everyday life 

Feminist Perspectives on Religion
· In most religions, women have much less influence than men
· Gender experiences of the sacred vary
· Some beliefs see male deities over minor female deities (Greek Myths)
· Use of exclusive language is a problem
· Images of God as male or female

Conflict
· From Marx
· Ideologies—systematic views of the way the world ought to be--- are embodied in religious doctrines and political values
· Theme: religion has three functions
1. Supports the status quo
2. Causes alienation
3. Offers legitimacy to the ruling class
· It is the opium of the ppl
· It is a control mechanism – the church mouthpiece for the government and is tolerated to preserve the status quo

Postmodernist perspective on Religion
The secularization debate
· Some parts of the world – religion is declining 
Agrarian
- Doubled rates of attendance – thus in terms of world – religion is not declining 

Marx, Weber, & Durkheim – predicted religious decline in modern world 
· Canada, and in Western/Eastern 
· Many Muslims in Iran do not Practice 


Economic Systems

· Look cross culturally at a society’s way of producing food and goods
· How economics make ppl perceive the world around them (2nd last point)

· Functionalism 
· Economy = means by which needed goods and services are produced
· Conflict 
· Capitalist greed, underemployment, false needs, overproduction


· Feminist
· Capitalist economy (originally) based on gender discrimination, bias, inequality
· Symbolic Interactionist
· Impact of work on self-definitions

Human Adaptations
· Some species moved north after retreating glaciers
· Some species became extinct
· Some species proliferated
· Human adaptations to environment at a peak
· What it meant when glaciers move north – hunters of north – some species moved north/migration/some other proliferate & other go extinct (megaphon)
· This humans either adapt or go extinct w/ animals 
· 2000 years later – pigs/cattle = domestication

EFFECTS
· Spread of deciduous forests
· Forests now home to different species
· Pigs and cows
· Aurochs and wild boars
· Human adaptation follows
· Start hunting these pigs and cattle
· But New plants and fishing are central to new subsistence strategies also
· Human groups adapt to environmental change by broadening resource base

Social Complexity
· Hunter gatherers = band level: intentionally small – nomadic often
· Tribal levels of political structures – bands form tribes
· Tribes form chiefdom – then city state – city - & empire

Mode of Production
· The Mode of Production is the unity of the forces of production and the relations of production
· Forces of production = Land, raw materials, people
· Relations of production = The social structures that regulate the relation between humans in the production of goods: EG: Bourgeoisie/worker
	or egalitarianism 
· Capitalism, Socialism are Modes of Prod.

Primitive > Asiatic > Slave > Feudal > Capitalist > Socialist > Communist 





Hunting-Gathering-Foraging
· Based on using food provided by nature
· Gathering, fishing, hunting
· Emerged at least 100 000 years ago
· Maintains balance between resources and lifestyle
· Relies upon large areas of land and spatial mobility
· Today, only 250 000 people support themselves using foraging

Modes of Production: Primitive Communism
· Band Structures
· Low Populations
· Shared production & Consumption
· No permanent surplus
· No ruling Class
· Egalitarian
· FOP = Nature

Horticulture
· Ancient roots
· The cultivation of domesticated crops in gardens using hand tools
· Crop yields can be great and support denser populations than foraging
· Constrained by time required for fallowing
· A family forms the core work group
· Gender roles clearly defined
· Children work more than any other type of economy
· Caring for siblings
· Fetching water
· Hauling fuel

Places of Horticulture
· Industrial (as part of agriculture) 
· Leisure – in garden plots
· Chinampas, milpas,  -remarkable adaptions to land scarcity – key is fallowing – rotating crops/fertilizing
· Corns, beans, and squash – when English came to new world – ready made fields – corn stalk w/ beans wrapped around it and squash at bottom they fucked it up by separating the crops. Corn anchors the bean/squash stalks & grows better together

Slash & Burn
· Burn stumps
· Ash – provides different tree species for soil – shoots come up quickly and deer/attracted to them – increases hung component of subsistence round 

Its limited – Horticulture 
Next major adaptions – was to add animals (not quite sure when)

· The Neolithic  = new stone age 
· Domestication = phenotypically differentiated reproducing population, or, altering plants and animals (larger cows, tamer sheep, corn ear yields etc.) 
· Agriculture = systematic exploitation and modification of the environment in order to produce more food 

Agriculture
· Intensive strategy of production
· More labour, use of fertilizers, control of water supply, use of animals
· Involves indigenous knowledge (IK)
· Permanent settlements
· Higher population density
· Increased occupational specialization

Modes of Production:
Slave:
· Individual property 
· Rulers = semi-divine 
· FOP- extensive animal use, & advanced trade 

Asiatic 
· Middle east –common
· Initial classes
· Based on surplus – set apart from slave – corvee labour (Egypt) forced labour of kind – not exactly slave labour. Everyone pays taxes, or can be conscripted to work on things for a period of time
· Massive irrigation systems 
· Monuments
· Semi-theocratic rulers
· FOP = basic agricultural, irrigation

FEUDALISM
· Property: land - contract relations
· Humans possessed as peasants
· Rulers: Nobility/Aristocracy
· FOP = complex agriculture
· Craft specialization

Early Industrial
· Estimated first development - ~ 250 ybp
· Subsistence Strategy - mechanization, trade and colonization
· Characteristics
· Population: 1,000,000+
· Institutions: patrilineal kinship, extensive division of labour, urbanization, permanent military forces.

Late Industrial
· Around 1900ce (115 years ago)
· Subsistence strategy – primarily artifact production
· Farming for 1st time – not as important – we have colonization (food is taken from other places & brought back)
· Characteristics
· Population: 1,000,000+
· Institutions: extensive bureaucracy, economic colonization, national and transnational corporate structures.
· Sociologists enter the picture now

Logic of a national economy – based on keeping family alive
Logic of a manufacturing economy – logic based on surplus – Holy Grail 

Life expectancy 
· Rural wealthy = 52, poor = 38
· In urban wealthy = 38, poor = 17


Why It Began In Britain
· Fear of France – France had twice Britain’s population – did not have big enough army to be raised from current surplus – so to increase surplus – came up with new innovative ways to do so 
· Children all over put to work – bc small enough to do so (amputations results – exploitations of child labour)
· Ex: Spinning Jenny – innovation for spinning cotton instead of humans – production of cotton (imported from colonies) manufactured in Britain and then sent back to sell in colonies. 
· Britain thus focus on having a large Navy to do so 
· 
What we witness
1) Drove peasants off the land – driven off land – make more money off sheep/cattle and machine instead of having workers. They were just tenants – they did not own so forced to leave 
2) Increased agricultural production
3) Increased the urbanization

Enclosure act forced ppl off the land – majority in urban, some roaming the counry
Banditry – in the countryside and city

Royal coffers overflowing & industrialist gaining great fortune
Workers live in squalor 
Infant mortality – horrific



The workers
· 1833: Factory Act 
· Children under 9 no longer could world in factories (act only applied to textile factories)
· Those 9-13 limited to 48 work week (2 hours school a day)
· 13-1 8 no more than 68 work week 

Second Industrial Rev.
· The expansion of trains
· The expansion of factories
· Chemicals
· Petroleum
· Solidification of Bourgeoisie Rule

CAPITALISM
· Property: objects/services
· State guaranteed contracts
· Rulers: Bourgeoisie
· FOP = Factory, Mechanization
· Bureaucracy/State
· Oligopoly: Select few companies control a specific industry/Market
· Planned obsolete products – as your buying your 5 – iPod 6 is ready by time you get the 5 – works on overproduction & continuous consumption

SOCIALISM-COMMUNISM
· Meant to be a society based on workers' control of all production
· Forces of production are similar to those in capitalism, but changed in their nature due to workers' control and collective management.
· Also have mixed economies 

Documentary
The State

Today majority of ppl in world belong to state – organizes public works and provides services, regulates economy, and redistributes wealth
· Org. health care system
· Provides education
· Res for preserving culture 
· Defending borders and keeping peace w/in them
· Control movement of goods and ppl

City State: Empire
· 1st city states appeared in Mesopotamia – 5000 years ago 
· It’s appearance coincided w/ agricultural dev. and irrigation systems
· Tied to a place by agriculture – states can come to for taxation
· Rulers of city state claimed to rep. God on earth
· Controlled grain production
· Collected any surplus as taxes
· As well as major public works, res. for defending city and conquering other territories to increase its wealth 

Made up of farmer city states scattered along Nile – Egyptian city-states ruled by royal family descended from god RA
· Civil servants regulated 
· Nile – secret to everything (communication system & importance)
· Around 500 BC world of Ancient Greece – 200city states 
· Constantly at war
· Democracy born in Athens – thus leaders no longer limited to rich – ppl had to be elected 
· Instead of cavalry war fare – heavy infantry warfare becomes common
· All citizens took part in warfare 

Rome
· Power in hands of great partitions families
· Power comes from peutercare – when young roman boys reached puberty at 16 – earned right to vote. 
· Both democratic and authoritarian
· Power shared by aristocracies in senate and others elected by ppl
· Went on for 500 years
· Then: emperor – Octavius (Caesar’s son) 
· The empire period where great public works were constructed 
· Force/propaganda to stay in power
· By 5th century Germanic tribes attacking Rome – citizens sought protection of strongest warriors = end of Roman empire

The church was the only roman institution that survived through to the Middle Ages
· Several centuries of Lords fighting one another 
· Weak Monarch’s in European history 
· No regular means to gain taxable income
· Lords/Knights – elite, grim life for peasants – sometimes kings took over land from lords 
· 15th century – King became men of power – claiming to be heads of state – exercises complete political power over a territory  - beginning of absolute monarchy

· Reached peak w. Louie 14 “I am the State” Held his powers from Jesus Christ and God. Every monarch claims to be state. 
· Beginning of republic – 1793 – revolution occurred. Death of Louie 16th – state governed by the ppl 
· New republic – French rev. has huge impact on Europe – first time of – nationalism – ppl as members of national unit – strong feelings toward the state
· 19th century beginning “spring of ppl” 
· National goals arose – sense of community 
· Humanity veered toward democracy – right to vote gradually spread to working classes
· Major political parties arose around mid-19th century
· End of WWI – Russia – most disadvantaged nation – lead by Lennon – communism took power. BUT – Stalin & totalitarianism state 
· Totalitarianism – Hitler – collective goal was more important then any one being 
· WWII marked end of fascism but left world divided – democracy vs. communism 

Recent decades
· 1989 fall of Berlin wall – collapse of communism symbol 

Today – half world lives in democracy
· India = largest in world = combo of American and British democracy. 
· Chinese – make 5th of world pop – still living under dominate regime of 1 political party

Africa
· Nation state = alien to their culture

Somali
· No workable state – controlled by military fractions after their independence

Rwanda Genocide 

Stuart mill – democracy works best once nationality question is solved
· It is world in which we love each other enough to be able to disagree 

State Intervention
30 years after WWII – industrialized countries – steady economic growth 
· Since 70s – crisis in public funding = cut backs in services to pop. 
· Proportion of national income money spent – overall state by state – no change  problem for welfare state is that revenues has not rises quickly enough to meet needs of pop. 
· Multi-national corporations
· Globalizations – state is no longer in position to pose rules and protect its workers 
· State – necessary evil – only state can make rulings to defend lesser groups

World States
· States are either too large (w/ distinctive groups demanding recognition) or too small 
·  Today – many state decisions depend on large multi-national corporations 
· UN – most powerful nations dictate 



Social Movements
What are social movements?
According to Nick Crossley (2002), social movements are “[a]n enduring part of a series of collective actions rather than one incident, and enacted by participants with a common interest and a distinct identity, who had broader goals….”

NEED 4 ELEMENTS 
1. Network of people
2. Large number of people, groups or organization
3. Political or cultural conflict
4. Shared collective identities

· Strong presence of time – idea that its enduring, it’s a network of ppl – getting together and organizing themselves in large numbers. Large #! And there is no social movement w/out conflict – or can be cultural and is made by collective identities

· Protest = the act of challenging, resisting, or making demands upon authorities, power holders, and/or cultural beliefs and practices by some individual or group
· Social movement = a collective, organized, sustained and non-institutional challenge to authorities, power holders, or cultural beliefs and practices.

Ex: Is this a social movement?
· Communist overthrowing the Czar in Russia is a social movement: safely assume it’s a network, large number, they had a political conflict (control of resources/everything), shared identity of soviet identity)

· Protests for the rights of black ppl in the USA: yes – long term

· Pro-life manifestations: they lack shared identity – BUT = religion. It is an actual movement.

· Islamic Jihadists: large network, organization, political, conflict – and share identity (ISIS/Al-Qaida)= may be multiple groups but still have shared identities

· Pro-democracy demonstrations in Hong Kong – Gov. of china prohibit ppl about talking about past political protest – thus ppl in china often don’t know about of it. There is not a prolonged aspect to it – but could be wrong. No clear answer.

· Separatists in East Ukraine: yes

· Separatists in Quebec: yes – enduring, conflict, and shared Quebecois identity, political/cultural, large # of ppl 

· Destruction of Ebola medical facilities in Africa: not organized mobilization, not enduring, reactionary – more of protest to western medicine - matter of perspective – angry ppl destroying medical facilities

· Occupy Wall Street: organized (network) – identity (=class identity/bottom of hierarchy, wall street=middle class) – political conflict (inequalities)

Why sociologists study them
· “Social movement theorists attempt to answer a variety of questions about the growth and impact of movements, which are relevant to activists and policy makers as well as to social scientists” (Crossley, 2002)
· - Interest in social change
· The influence of social movements on society
· Ex. Government transitions in Egypt
· - Revealing of values, norms, and conflicts in society
· Revealing of power relations
· To create, change or stop them
· - Inspired by social movements
· Ex. Feminist theories

Theories of Social Movements
Theory of Mass Behaviour
· “Era of the crowds”: Increases in urban populations
· Increased democratization (political, economic and cultural)
· Crowds have their own souls
· It is more than the reunion of individuals, it has an effect on individuals
· They regress to a more primal state and a sense of invulnerability
· Push the lines of moral acceptability
· They need a leader and are always looking to be structured
· 
· Le Bon (French Psyc) thought that crowds meant the end of civilized life
· Thought to have influenced Hitler, Mussolini and others
· Conception of crowds as “movements” that are transitory
· Cities became big crowds – increase in urban pops and increase in democratization 
· He thought crowds had their own soul – the crown could think for itself – individual in crowd regress to more primal stage (vulnerability) – push the lines of moral acceptability – bit more acceptable now that their in a crowd. 
· Said crowd needed leader/structure – according to Lebon there are leaders pulling on strings of crowd
· (Ex: Vancouver Canucks –no leader here) 
· Thought we would end up anarchy 
· Not really movements – more protest
· Increased democratization = Access to school, consumption, transport, etc.


Resource Mobilization Theory
· Inspired by the 60’s
· Lengthy, persistent protest 
· A more long term look at social movements
· Through resource management
· More rational and adaptive, through calculations of costs and rewards
· Respond to conflicts of interest within institutionalized power relations
· Depend on changes in resources, group organization, and opportunity for collective action
· Formalized structures are used
· Success is determined by the political process

 Political Process Theory
· Developed in the USA in the 70’s and 80’s
· “Land of the free” – Presence of multiple democratic mechanisms
· Ex. Free Speech
· Rooted in the civil rights struggle
· Focuses on the political process (duh!) and the process to achieve political ends
· Political opportunities, mobilizing structures, and framing processes
· Interested in the interaction between movement organization and the economic and political context
· Initial focus on structure
· Now more on interactions
· Rational and calculated
· Success is determined by the political process
· This theory was formulated against the theory of mass behavior
· Olson: Suggests that involvement of people in social movements are the result of rational calculations
· McCarthy and Zald: Suggest that resources are a better way to understand people’s willingness to organize themselves (studied farm workers’ movement), not oppression
· 	- Material goods, organizational strength and elite allies
· Piven and Cloward: In the presence of crisis movements could extract concessions from elites
· Tilly: The interaction between interest, organization and opportunity is what creates a movement and sustains it
· Seminal work made on the civil rights movement by McAdam and colleagues called Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency (1982)
· Looks mainly at western democracies and mainly looks at formal structures 

· Framing 
· “Conscious strategic efforts by groups of people to fashion shared understandings of the world and of themselves that legitimate and motivate collection action” (McAdam et al., 1996)
· Incorporates culture into the process (shared understanding of the world)

· Mobilizing structures
· “Those collective vehicles, informal as well as formal, through which people mobilize and engage in collective action” (McAdam et al., 1996)
· Through formal and informal networks of activists
· Protest cycle
· Historical periods of heightened contention across the political sphere
· Repertoire of contention
· Ways of acting out (limited)
· Examples for today in Canada?
Mobilizing structures – Focus on 4 aspects
1. Openness or closure of the political system
2. The stability of the political elite
3. The presence of elite allies
4. The state’s propensity for repression

New Social Movements Theories
· What is a New Social Movement?
· Complementary approach to explain the movements that do not fit into the mold of resource mobilization theory
· States that not all movements are bound to economic or resources
· Opposed to Marxism
· Look into politics, ideology, and culture
· Ethnicity, gender, sexuality as definers of collective identity
· Focus on symbolic actions, self determination, individual values
· Start from identity instead of looking at structure and the social constructs that form them
· Look at social networks differently
· Less centralized, more informal, less stable
· Nothing “new” about it!
· Looks more at culture and ideologies 
· Speak of two different movements – cultural vs. structural – more focused on cultural 

Many Theories exist:
Castell, Touraine, Habermas, and Melucci
All speak of two different type of social world
The formal, structural, political world
And the convention driven, less formal world
Both can have social movements and interact







Central debates
· What is new about them?
· Are they uniquely defensive and reactionary?
· Always apolitical?
· What is the role of social class?

Political vs Cultural social movement
· Important to note that they cannot be separated
· Offer a different way of looking at the relationship between the two
· More adaptable to symbolic interactionists

What’s new?
- Some say this is not new, but the more grassroots approach is a return to older, more fundamental, ways of creating social movements
- Others say they are rooted in past movements
- Some say that the cultural focus of these movements are a new way to create social movement
- Provide alternatives, which wasn’t possible in the future

Reactive or progressive?
- Some believe that they are a defensive reaction to structural changes
- Others feel they are progressive since shared values can provoke change into the structure

Political or cultural?
· Most say they are both, this a false dichotomy
·  Some state that they are metapolitical, larger than politics
·  Some say they are not political because they do not play by the same rules
·  But become political since they defy conventions

The role of social class
	- Marxist theory puts this at the center of all struggles
	- The use of this is not generally respected as part of new social movements
	- Focus on other aspects of contention (race, ethnicity, culture, gender, or age)
	- Some say that social classe should still play a role
	- They cannot be understood with or apart from class
	
Olson’s Paradox
· A « rational » perspective of collective action
· Individual interests prime
· Collective action as the sum of individual interests, and a desire for shared benefits
· Should lead to free riders
· Wait for the benefit without putting in the efforts
· Large movement are difficult to sustain because of this
· Absence of close links
· Lack of rewards
· Critics say this fails to see the emotional and cultural aspects of social movements
· Remains that there exists a difficulty to get people involved

Examples of Social Movements
· - Effervescence in the 60’s
· May 68
· - 2012 Québec student movement
· - Arab Spring
· - Other examples
· Irish Independence movement
· Zapatistas in Mexico
· Chinese Maoist Revolution
· Indian Independence
· Anti-segregationists in South Africa
· Etc.
Effervescence in the 60’s
· - Civil rights
· - Anti-war
· - Student protests
· - Regional autonomy
· - Women’s rights
· - Environmentalism
· - LGBT rights
· - Rights of elderly people
· - Rights of persons with disabilities

May 68
· - Student protests against capitalism, consumerism, and traditional institutions, values, and order
· Campus occupations
· Joined by unionized workers
· More than 11 million people
· Halted the economy of France
· Fear of civil war or revolution
· - Ended with the dissolution of the French parliament and an election
· de Gaulle was re-elected with a large majority
· The movement is considered to be a failure by some
· - Inspired modern French sociology
· - Changed the way collective actions were perceived by social scientists
· As well as by the general population

Student movement in Québec – 2012
· - Students of Universities, Cegeps and some high schools organized to confront the government and it’s plans to raise tuitions
· Resulted in a strike of over 300,000 students
· Organized through student associations
· Counter protests
· Police brutality
· Court injunctions
· - Resulted in a new election
· Loss for the governing Liberals
· Jean Charest steps down
· Election of a Parti Québecois minority government that promised a freeze of tuitions
Arab Spring
· Much more than a spring: December 2010 to ongoing (readings)
· 
Benski (2013) – 3 levels of analysis 
· Neo –liberals – reduction 
·  
· Context:
1) Neo-liberalism
2) Legitimacy of Gov. = failure of steering mechanisms to help the ppl – failed to include these ppl - 
3) New media and globalization. = Twitter/FB, independent media

· Mainly creation of young middle class – unemployed and had large soc. Networks via media. Young ppl felt ostracized, had networks, new how to use internet, and had shared identity – felt say way 

Actors and Networks
· Identities
· Re-appropriating public space – modern capitalism is built around idea of private property – when we take public property and use as private property – fact that ppl were re-appropriating public space 
Thus what is Gov. property, isn’t it the property of all? 

Trajectory of the movement

Mathieu’s Notes
· The author makes a distinction from before the internet and after the internet with what concerns social movements
· The internet started making movements global, even local ones such as the zapatistas in Mexico
· Activists now draw their inspiration from around the world
· The context
· National contexts, as well as cultural ones need to be considered
· Neoliberalism : Leads to reductions in state interventions and regulations
· Generally leads to increased pauperization (income inequality)
· This article links increased inequality, reduced social mobility and rising prices for necessities and authoritarian governments to the protests in the Arab world and in other places (Spain, Greece, Portugal and the United States) – maybe even, Hong Kong, Turkey and Ukraine (not metionned in the article)
· Legitimacy : Failure in the steering mechanisms of the system
· People do not feel as an intergral part of their societies due to
· Social system failed to include these people (as a result of a disconnected elite)
· « At a time of structural crisis, people often withdraw their loyalties and commitments to the existing social order. This creates space for alternatives » (rough quote)
· A structural crisis is not enough to create a social movement
· There needs to be an emotinal reaction
· Social media and globalization : Compression of time and space
· An era of free flowing information
· The Tunisian movement quickly moved accross borders
· The « virtual public sphere » allows for new types of interaction and organization
· « planned on Facebook, organized on Twitter, broadcast on YouTube, amplified and distributed by Al Jazeera and Indymedia »
· Serves as a toolkit for protests, and as information that promotes democracy
· What was once ignored by the media is now accessible
· Still limited : Does not allow for in depth conversations and debates
· Actors and networks
· The Arab spring has been mainly a working of young middle class people
· Most impacted by the economic crisis (high unemployment)
· Savyy users of the internet
· People involved in previous mobilizations, connected to networks
· Joined by left wing political parties and unions in some cases (United States, Spain, Greece)
· Not a surprise women were very active (involvment of feminist organizations)
· The diversity of these groups can also create problems in the creation of a community
· The ideology professed by the movement tended to be horizontalism
· As opposed to other movements, organized by organizations with clear leadership, this movement was more about identity
· Restoring dignity was the main aim of the occupy movement
· Collective identity is central to movements


· The creation of immagined and concrete communities
· Share values and fight together
· The identity confered by institutions become contsted and other identities challenge these
· The recognition of the new identity is a way to gain power
· Creates togetherness
· Occupying space
· Why does it bother so much?
· Modern capitalism is built around the idea of private property
· Deterioration of shared spaces, where democracy can live
· The movement sought to turn public space into a public sphere, a place for free speech
· Contest the elite
· Trajectory of the movement
· Have the mobilizations changed anything?
· It depends
· Social movements don’t need to have concrete results to be succesful
· Change the culture, bring an issue to people’s attention
· The struggles of a group can be legitimized
· Depends on the context
· Democracy more likly to suceed in Tunisia than Egypt, for example
· Short term gains possible in open societies
· Changes in the discussion by the Occupy movement (austerity to poverty)

Conclusion (Urbania)
· 2007: 51% of world’s population becomes urban. 
· The story of rural – urban migration is one of despair, poverty, death and foreclosure. 
· Begins with the 18th century ‘clearances’ and continues into the 20th and 21st century. 
· In 1750, European economy overwhelmingly agricultural. 
· Empire, war and increased technological innovation resulted in a vast increase in the market for European goods, which in part drove the conversion to an industrial, manufacturing economy.
· Bu 19th century polllution endemic, planning poor
· 21st Century Explosion in GHCs 




The Lever of Riches
· Emergent I.R. makes horses, wagons, guilds, cottage industries (and the support network they were enmeshed within) redundant.
· Kinship patterns disrupted
· Hand crafts suffer
· Small farmers cleared off the land
· Acts of enclosure

Emergence of mega-cities
· 18th century – 19th century
· Massive expansion of city population
· Infrastructure slow to catch up
· Housing and social services appalling
· Early death profiles, poverty, banditry
· Conditions led to growth of academia – max weber, Durkheim etc

Industrial Cities
· Characterized:
· Lack of a sense of community (Gesellschaft)
· Growth of factories
· Emergent technology
· High growth rate in industrializing Europe
· Metropolis: one or more central cities and their surrounding suburbs that dominate the economic and cultural life of a region
· Central City: the densely populated centre of a metropolis

Postindustrial Cities
· Characterized:
· Decline of factories and industrial sectors
· Light Industries: High tech and service industries
· Business and government
· Transportation centers
· High levels of communication

Climate change
· 1990s & 2000s were the hottest decades on record
· Some 25 of the hottest 30 years on record have occurred since 1980. 

Greenhouse Gases
· GHGs are responsible for large proportion of global warming
· They stem largely from cities
· Burning fossil fuels:
· Natural gas
· Petroleum
· Coal

Analysis of Cities
· Metabolic approach to analysing cities
· Involves conceptualising the city, or industrial system, as an organism and tracking resources that go into the system and products and wastes that leave it
· Biological analogy
· Systems approach

Conflict Models
· Theme: that growth of cities does not happen by chance but by the decisions of the political and economic elite
· Example: the decision to reroute the CPR through Winnipeg
· Today, a small group of wealthy people finance the development of cities
· Effects of urban development: uneven

Feminism
· Theme: the development of cities reflects not only the decisions by the elite but also by the elite who are men: e.g., patriarchy
· Gender regimes—prevailing ideologies of how women and men should think, feel, and act; how access to social positions and control of resources should be managed; and how relationships between men and women should be conducted

The Malthusian Perspective
· From Malthus (1766-1834)
· Physical supplies (especially food) would increase arithmetically while the population would increase exponentially
· Thus, population growth would outstrip the food supply
· Positive checks: mortality risks like famines, disease, and war
· Preventive checks: moral restraint  

The Marxist Perspective
· Why overpopulation?
· Because capitalists want to have a surplus of workers so as to suppress wages
· Overpopulation would lead to a demise of capitalism
· Problem with the theory: Socialist countries have the same problems as capitalist countries

In the city
· Population explosion in late 20th century
· Expansion of fossil fuel production
· Expansion of land under construction
· Expansion of local garbage and waste products
· Traffic emissions, Polluted water
· Construction over water tables and environmentally sensitive areas
· Increased CO2 emissions, increased methane from garbage, general air quality reduction
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Core:

¢ dominant capitalist centres characterized
by high levels of industrialization and
urbanization

Peripheral:

¢ those nations that are dependent on
core nations for capital, have little or
no industrialization, and have uneven
patterns of urbanization
Semiperipheral:

¢ more developed than peripheral
nations but less developed than core
nations
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