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Two of these short-answer questions will be on the final exam. On the final exam you will have a choice of 5 of 7 short answer questions.

1. Within the context of violence prediction, distinguish between a static risk factor, a dynamic risk factor, and a protective factor. Provide an example of each.
-A static risk factor does not change over a period time and is not changed by treatment. For instance, the age at first arrest. A dynamic risk factor fluctuates over time and is amenable to change. For instance antisocial attitude, since it is possible that treatment can modify this variable.  Protective factors reduce the likelihood of a negative outcome. For instance, delinquency or aggression. 

2. State the fundamental principle of sentencing as defined in Canada’s Criminal Code. In addition, specify four other principles of sentencing.
The fundamental principle of sentencing is the belief that sentences should be appropriate to the gravityof the offence, and the degree of responsibility of the offender. The four principles of sentencing include, a sentence should be adjusted to account for any circumstances relating to the offence or the offender, sentences should be similar for those who commit similar offences, when consecutive sentences are imposed the combined sentence shouldn’t be too harsh and lastly, a offender should not be deprived of liberty if less restrictive sanctions are appropriate they should be considered for all offenders. 

3. Name and describe the three principles used to guide effective treatment or intervention for offenders.
Three principles used to guide effective treatment for offenders include risk principle, responsibility principle and need principles.  Risk principles are correctional interventions that target offenders who are at high risk of offending. Responsibility principles are correctional interventions that should match the general learning style of offenders. Lastly, need principles are correctional interventions, which target factors relating to reoffending.

4. What is the major difference between psychopathy and Antisocial Personality Disorder? Also, how do they differ in terms of prevalence in community and offender samples?
Psychopathy is personality disorder characterised impulsivity, selfishness, lack of remorse, irresponsible behaviour and manipulation. Antisocial personality disorder is characterized by a history of behaviour in which the rights of others are violated. They are irritable, reckless and additionally, irresponsible and demonstrate a lack of remorse. Psychopathy is far less common in the prisons, ranging from 10-25%. However, ASPD is far more present in society, ranging from 60-80% of the prison population. 

5. Provide 3 arguments used in the US to support the death penalty and 3 arguments used to challenge the use of the death penalty in the US.
Three arguments in favour of the death penalty include that it will deter people from killing citizens, it is cheaper then holding someone in prison for life and lastly, “a eye for a eye”, if you kill someone, you as well will be put to death. Arguments challenging the death penalty include that someone may be given the death penalty even though they are not guilty and there is a change of error. Additionally, those who are given capital punishment should understand why they are being punished rather then simply ending their life. Lastly, it is an expensive process to kill someone who is on death row. 

6. Describe the different types of risk assessment (1st, 2nd and 3rd generation) and make sure you clearly indicate how they differ from each other. Identify a problem with each type of risk assessment.
The first generation is unstructured clinical judgement, which are decisions characterized by a large amount of professional discretion and lack of guidance. A problem with this is that they tend to over predict and say more were violent then they really were. The second generation is actuarial assessment, which is decisions based on risk factors that are elected and combined, based on their empirical or statistical association with a specific outcome.  A problem with this is that it provides little information about management but provides best predictions. The Third generation is structured professional judgement, which are decisions that are guided by a predetermined list of risk factors of which have been selected from research/literature and the judgement of risk level is based on the evaluators professional judgement. A problem with structured professional judgement is that it is not based on statistics, it is determined by your judgement and assessment. 

7. Holmes and Holmes (1998) proposed a four-fold classification system of serial murderers, with one being a hedonistic serial murderer. What motivates a hedonistic serial murderer? List the three subtypes of the hedonistic serial murderer and distinguish between them.
A hedonistic serial murderer is a murderer who is motivated by self-gratification and is divided into three subtypes, lust, thrill and comfort. The lust serial killer is motivated by sexual gratification and becomes stimulated and excited by the killings.  Thrill murderers gets excitement from seeing his or her victims experience terror or pain. The comfort serial murderer is motivated by material or financial gain. 

8. Explain why many researchers believe psychopaths cannot be treated. Describe the methodology and findings from the Rice et al. (1992) study that lends support for this notion. Identify one limitation of this study.
Many researchers believe that psychopaths cannot be treated because they see little wrong with their actions and attitudes; they suffer little personal distress and seek treatment only when it is in their best interests, for example, to seek parole. Rice et al. investigated the effects of an intensive therapeutic treatment program on violent psychopathic and nonpsychopathic forensic psychiatric patients. They compared patients that spent two years in the treatment program and individuals who were not assessed and place into the treatment program. There finding proved a reduction in violent recidivism among nonpsychopaths but an increase in violent recidivism among psychopaths. Some also said that we should not treat psychopaths since in the end it will only make them worse. One limitation of this study is that there may be problems with the individuals that are implanting the treatment, such as inadequate training. 

9. Holtzworth-Munroe and Stuart (1994) developed a typology of male batterers based on the severity of violence, generality of violence, and personality disorder characteristics. Name and define each of the three types of male batterers. Identify which type is the most common.
The three types of male batters are family-only, antisocial and borderline batter. Family-only batters are typically not violent outside the home and don’t show negative attitudes supportive of violence. They express the least amount of violence. A borderline batter exhibits some violence outside the family, is depressed, has problems with jealously and has borderline personality traits. This type engages in moderate to severe violence. An antisocial batter is violent outside the home, has substance issues, impulse control problems, engages in criminal acts and possesses violence supportive beliefs. Additionally, possesses moderate to severe violence. The most common in society is borderline batters.  

10. You are assessing a defendant to determine if she is fit to stand trial. Describe the main issues that need to be determined for being found unfit to stand trial. If the defendant is found unfit to stand trial indicate two types of treatment that the defendant cannot be forced to do.
If I were to assess a defendant to determine if they were fit to stand trial I would focus on the defendants present ability. I would focus on their capacity and not willingness. Are they able to understand the nature of the proceedings? Are they aware of the possible consequences of the proceedings? Are they able to communicate with the counsel?  Here I would determine if they possess reasonable knowledge. Additionally, I would emphasize on the cognitive functioning and not on mental disorders. Two types of treatment that the defendant cannot be forced to do proceed in surgery or electric shock therapy. 



