Practice Short-Answer Questions
Psyc 2400 Section D Final Exam
Winter, 2014

Two of these short-answer questions will be on the final exam. On the final exam you will have a choice of 5 of 7 short answer questions.
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1. Within the context of violence prediction, distinguish between a static risk factor, a dynamic risk factor, and a protective factor. Provide an example of each.

2. State the fundamental principle of sentencing as defined in Canada’s Criminal Code. In addition, specify four other principles of sentencing.

3. Name and describe the three principles used to guide effective treatment or intervention for offenders.

4. What is the major difference between psychopathy and Antisocial Personality Disorder? Also, how do they differ in terms of prevalence in community and offender samples?

5. Provide 3 arguments used in the US to support the death penalty and 3 arguments used to challenge the use of the death penalty in the US.

6. Describe the different types of risk assessment (1st, 2nd and 3rd generation) and make sure you clearly indicate how they differ from each other. Identify a problem with each type of risk assessment.

7. Holmes and Holmes (1998) proposed a four-fold classification system of serial murderers, with one being a hedonistic serial murderer. What motivates a hedonistic serial murderer? List the three subtypes of the hedonistic serial murderer and distinguish between them.

8. Explain why many researchers believe psychopaths cannot be treated. Describe the methodology and findings from the Rice et al. (1992) study that lends support for this notion. Identify one limitation of this study.

9. Holtzworth-Munroe and Stuart (1994) developed a typology of male batterers based on the severity of violence, generality of violence, and personality disorder characteristics. Name and define each of the three types of male batterers. Identify which type is the most common.

10. You are assessing a defendant to determine if she is fit to stand trial. Describe the main issues that need to be determined for being found unfit to stand trial. If the defendant is found unfit to stand trial indicate two types of treatment that the defendant cannot be forced to do.


