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Crime Rates in Canada: Patterns and Trends

· Purpose of criminal justice system is to control and prevent crime
· Require current and accurate information on the patterns and extent of crimes (nationally and within regions)
· Different measures in place to collect and interpret crime statistics 
· Some look at crime over either a one year or a multiple period
· Both are beneficial 

Perception of Crime
· Do you feel safe?
· GSS: GENERAL SOCIAL SURVEY: looks at victimization
· Asks questions in regards to being home alone at night, taking public transportation at night, walking alone at night
· Fear of crime is measured in two ways:
· By feelings of satisfaction with personal safety from crime
· By an individual anticipated fear or worry about becoming a victim
· Police reported crime statistics interested in:
· How much crime occurs whether overall crime rates are increasing or decreasing;
· The rate of violent/non-violent crime; 
· Which crimes are the most prevalent; 
· How many crimes are ‘cleared’ by the police; 
· Which cities/regions/provinces have the highest and lowest crime rate 

Crime Rates (2010)
Did the 2010 overall crime rate in Canada increase or decrease? By how much?
· In comparison to 2009, the overall crime rate in 2010 DECLINED by 5%

How many offences accounted for almost 81% of all reported crime?
· 8 offences accounted for almost 81% of all reported crime.
· Theft under $5000 <not including vehicle>
· Mischief 
· Break and Enter 
· Common Assault
· Administration of Justice Offences <violating probation, failure to appear in court>
· Disturbing the Peace
· Vehicle Theft
· Fraud



Police Reported Crime Rates <1962-2010>
Looking at crime rates:
· Property crime rate
· Majority of crimes 
· Motor vehicle theft, arson, break and enters are declining  
· Violent crime rate
· More serious, 21% of crimes, overall are mainly decreasing but…
· Homicides, attempted murder, serious assaults are declining 
· Criminal harassment <stalking>, sexual assault, fighter arm offences, abduction are all increasing 
· Other criminal code crime rate
· Prostitution, counter-fitting are decreasing
· Child pornography is increasing

Factors Affecting Police-Reported Crime Statistics (Rates)
· Demographics 
· Changes in the age structure of the population 
· High-risk individuals  young males (aged 15-24)
· Low risk individuals  aged 50+
· Public Reporting Rates to Police
· Societal changes, the perceptions of society with regards to certain crimes 
· Sexual assault: a point in time when you were discouraged from reporting it 
· Local Police Policies and Procedures
· How easy it is to report something, whether they have to actually go down to the police station or if they can just call it in
· Internal police records management
· Police will take a report of the incident; maybe they forget to file it/ lose it
· Legislative Changes
· Introducing a new offence
· Social and Economic Factors
· Shifts in inflation  prices go up, a change in financially motive crimes happens. Robbery, break and enters, motor vehicle theft increase
· Connections between neighborhood crime rates and access to socio-economic resources
· Technological Change
· New and complex crimes
· Identity theft, cyber security



Trends in Canadian Crime Rates
What are the major reasons for changes in the trends in Canadian Crime Rates?
· The age of the population <age structure>
· 1960-1980 crime rates: baby boomers are teenagers: crime rate went up
· The inflation rate
· Decreased in the public toleration for certain offences
· New laws
· Changes in enforcement tactics
· Where police focus attention will influence the statistic in that area

Police-Reported Crime Severity Index
Introduced in 2008
· Introduces in response to the police community to create a measure of crime that reflects the relative seriousness of different offences
· Gives us specific information about certain types of crimes in the actual crime rate graphs
How are crimes evaluated according to the Crime Severity Index than on the police-reported crime rate?
· The more serious crimes are assignment higher weights and as a result changes in serious crimes have a greater impact on the Crime Severity Index on the police-reported crime rate

The Uniform Crime Reporting System (UCR)
Introduced in 1961
· Uses standard definitions for all offences in order to ensure reliability in the reporting of crime
· To uniformly report crime
· All police agencies are required to submit their crime statistics in accordance with the UCR definitions 
· The police use the guidebook, The Uniform Crime Reporting Manual, which contains the manual 
· For the first 27 years of UCR operation, crime was reported on the basis of aggregate statistics
· Picture of what is going on in general, doesn’t offer individual information or victim characteristics  not useful for analytical purposes
· Aggregate UCR Survey (UCR1) recorded:
· Number of reported offenses
· Number of actual offenses 
· Number of offenses that were cleared by charge <Solved>
· Differentiated between number of adults and number of youth that were charged, as well as gender


What is the UCR2?
· In order to improve the UCR, a new system, the Incident-based UCR Survey, or UCR2, was introduced in 1988 and fully operational in 1992. 
· It incorporated a major change, as it collected incident-based data rather than summary data and thus allowed for better analyses of crime trends
· Included information on the:
· Victim
· Accused
· The circumstances of the incident 
· Better involvement from police departments

The most common criticisms of police-generated crime statistics are:
1. There is a large number of crimes not reported to police and therefore not included in the UCR
2. Only the most serious crime in a series of criminal actions is reporting in the UCR
a. The offense that is awarded the longest sentence = the most serious crime 
3. The overall crime totals misrepresent the crime rate in any given year
a. There is expectations to what crime is decreasing 
4. For nonviolent crimes, one incident is counted for every distinct or separate incident. For violent crimes, a separate incident is recorded for each victim 
a. Violent crimes concerned with how many victims there are

Measuring Crime: Crime Rates
· Crime rates are a reliable way to measure crime then total number of crimes
· They are not influenced by changes in the population, which can have a significant impact on the degree of risk faced by an individual
· Crime rates are usually based on 100,000 populations. This allows researchers to standardize and compare crime rates across Canada in any given year as well as across a number of years

Measuring Crime: General Social Survey <GSS>
· As of 1999, it samples 25000 people of the general population
· Victim-recorded crime 








Differences Between Police-Reported and Victim-Reported (Public) Crime
· Data Source  method of data collection
· UCR: Police administrative records
· GSS: Personal information from individuals 
· Victims total experience with crime 
· Why people didn’t report crimes
· Coverage
· UCR: census approach, involvement of every police department
· GSS: repeating cycle, not consistent in what it asks every year, under representation
· Unit of Count
· UCR: refer to violent vs. nonviolent crimes
· GSS: concerned with number of criminal victimization
· Measure crimes against the person <actual or attempted sexual assault>
· Most Serious Offence Rule (MSO)
· Unfounded Incidents
· Unrecorded crime 
· Not enough evidence to pursue it further

Differences in data collection, scope, definitions and sources of error

Victimization Data
What type of information do victimization surveys collect?
· Asking victims about crimes
· Crimes that haven’t been recorded before
What are the advantages?
· Potential to provide estimates of unrecorded crimes to the police
· Potential to identify reasons why they choose not to report crimes to the police
· Information about the impact on the victims 
· Identification of specific populations at risk 
· Reveal more crime than the UCR
What are some limitations?
· Response bias  rate of under-recording is distributed unevenly in society
· People that are more educated are more likely to report crime 

Criminal Victimization in Canada, 1988-2009
How many Canadians aged 15 years and over in 2009 living in the 10 provinces were victimized by at least one crime during the previous 12 months?
· Young people (15-24 years old) are more vulnerable to violent crimes in 2009 



Violent Victimization
· More commonly committed by males and young adults
· Victimization rates among aboriginal people are double than that who are non-aboriginal 
· Higher household income is associated with higher rate of violent victimization

Household Victimization
· Females have higher rates of theft of personal property
· Makes over the age of 65 have the lowest rate of personal property theft
· Students have the highest rates of personal property theft

GSS captures reasons as to why people don’t record crimes
· “Its not important enough to report”  most important reason
· “Police could not do anything about it”  2nd most important
· Deal with it in another way  3rd most important
· Incident was a personal matter
· Maybe it was a family matter
· Wouldn’t cover insurance
· “Police would be biased”
· Fear of revenge by the offender
· Fear of publicity (news coverage)

Self-Report Surveys (time frame = 12 months)
How do self-report surveys collect information about crime?
· Based on similar principles of victimization surveys
· People asked about their direct involved of criminal activity 
· Use questions about the person; their values, attitudes, personal characteristics, and criminal behaviors 
· Used to measure prevalence of offending 
· See a lot of surveys on youth (they tend not to be included in other surveys)

Crime Against the Person
Homicide
When does a homicide occur?
· When a person directly/indirectly, by any means, causes death of a human being 
Culpable Homicide
· Murder
· Manslaughter
· Infanticide 
Non-Culpable Homicide
· Suicide
· Deaths caused by criminal negligence 
· Accidental/justified homicide 
Four Ways to Classify Murder
First Degree Murder <Culpable>
· Killing is planned and deliberate  Premeditated 
Automatically a first degree murder when:
· Killing a police officer on their line of duty  automatically a 1st degree
· Hijacking/ kidnapping
· Sexual assault
Sentence:
· Automatic Life sentence with no chance of parole for 25 years 
Second-Degree Murder <Culpable>
· All murder that is not first degree murder
· Killing is still intentional but doesn’t necessarily have to be premeditated
· Husband and wife get in argument, he kills her
· “Heat of the Moment”
· Over excessive use of force 
Manslaughter <culpable>
· Killed unintentionally 
· Driving drunk and kill someone
· “Heat of the moment”  respond as any other ordinary person would
Infanticide <Non-culpable>
· An individual<female> willfully causes the death of her newborn child 

· Homicide is widely perceived as the most criminal act 
· Most likely than any other crime to be discovered/investigated 
· Definition is fairly consistent across nations
· Homicide Rate  measure overall violence

Sexual Assault
5% of all violent crimes 
3 Levels (level 1,2,3)  98% are level 1
Level One
· When one individual without the consent of the other intentionally/attempts/threatens to apply force to the other person.
· May occur without violence, but must include threatening act or gesture  
· MOST COMMON
Level Two
· Assault causing bodily harm 
· Use or threatened use of a weapon
· Or the presence of cuts, bruises, broken bones
Aggravated Sexual Assault
· Victim is wounded, injured, and has life endangered 

1 in 10 women report their sexual assaults to police

Assault
Level 1,2,3
Males more likely to be a victim than females 
About 50% of victims who have been injured will report it 
Level One <common/general assault> 72 % of all assaults
· Some gesture of violence 
Level Two  21%
Level Three  Remaining

Robbery
· Theft with or with the threat of violence against persons
· Maximum penalty is life imprisonment
· Potential for serious injury to take place
· Not common
· Rates are declining in Canadian context 
· Most robberies don’t end up with serious injuries

Forcible Confinement 
· Unjust holding an individual against their will (kidnapping) through the use of threats and force. Depriving an individual of their liberty to move from one point to another by unlawfully confining/imprisoning them forcibly seizing 
· Rate is increasing  10 fold increase from 2000-2010
· 4300 incidents in 2010

Crimes Against Property: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Breaking and Entering 
Most serious property Crime
· A dwelling or a premise that is illegally entered by a person who intends to commit an indictable offense 
· Home invasion: B&E when residents are home

Theft
Theft Over/Under $5000, Actual or Attempted
Motor vehicle theft: stealing the automobile or the contents in it 

Other Types of Crime
White Collar (Economic) Crime
· Carried out in the course of a legitimate occupation
· Offenders are exercising deceit + tricking of unsuspecting victims  
· Accounting Fraud


Money Laundering
· When a group or an individual transfers, sends, delivers, transports, alter or dispose of any type of property that was obtained due to criminal activity 
· $5-15 billion dollars is laundered every year
Internet Luring
· BILL C-15A (2002)
· Protect children from sexual predators/offenders on the internet






