· We live in a culture permeated by images (posters, phones, etc.)
· Even recently with the comics in France we understand that images have power

Looking is a social practice:
· through looking we negotiate our social relationships and meanings 
· like other social practices, looking involves relationships of power\
· peoples attachments to things and peoples perspectives are different based
· cartwright (authors of textbook) talk about the power of looking, and the power of being seen.
· ex. image of teenage kids with a variety of different facial expressions (weegee: Their first murder 1945)- he would take pics of crime scenes and the picture is actually the reaction of the dead corpse- picture has lot of energy, people fill the frame of picture- there’s a lot going on 
· In the killing of Emett Till, the motehr allowed the body of her son to be photographed, so that she could show them what they have done - Emett Till became an object- and now the case is more of a subject ( subject vs object: in relation to looking at images)
· The power of images in terms of injustice, violence and devastation.

Representation:
· language , visual media
· have rules and conventions on how they are organized
· debates surrounding representation, do they reflect the world as it is (mimesis-imitations of the world)? or do we construct the world and its meaning through the representation (social constructionists)?
· Cartwright use the example of a dutch painting “Still Life”- bowl of fruit , tea on side. At first glance seems like he simply drew what he saw? but how can we read these objects? 
· (analysis of painting- deeper meanings? representations?): fruits are more colorful, maybe to show bountiness while the drinks are in the background, there is also some nostalgia that goes with this painting - simplicity.
· Another painting “ Banquet Piece with Mince Pie” - This painting more realistic , perhaps more wealthier than the painting before - mementomori means this life is temporary, and the after life will come - usually these painting will show some symbolic meaning for time running out - either a hour glass, roses dying, in this painting some silverware and plates are on the edge of the table, and there’s a half peeled orange meaning they will fall and time is running out - all of these are hinting that this life is temporary and will end.
· Another exmaple is orientalism - how south/east asia and middle eastern societies are depicted in the media (How the EAST(middle eastern areas and southeast asia) are represented by the WEST)- one writer that talks about this is Saeed
· example: The snake charmer painting : shows a young boy (showing is backside) putting on a show for a group of men sitting on the floor dressed in robes. Luckwin argues that jeromes painting is showing a scene from life- because we are visible to the snake charmer and the audience - and there is mystery , we don’t know if the snake charmer is a boy or girl, also time stands still in this painting - this is very picturesq , whats absent is temporal change, despite the time (exists in a time where there  was gradual modernism and yet the picture is very in the past), the tiles are not finished in the background , the picture produces meanings-its about dominance, class, and gender
· Gender , sexuality are imbedded in orientalism in Jeromes other paintings 
· Photography is usually and almost always subjective - looking for something “how and why?”
· obejctive vs subjective : “there are two myths about photography on is that it tells the truth and the other is that it lies”
· The camera is seen as a way to capture reality, used as a scientific tool, the debates of photography (electronic images, cinematic images, videography etc.) how we can manipulate the” reality “ that is being captured - authenticity and truth become a debatable topic (ex. HnM add where there were 3 models with the same body using photoshop)
· Dorthea Lange(about her photograph) The Migrate mother photograph - she documented the great depression and the image of a woman with her 3 kids was taken in california- Lange claimed that the woman in the picture had just sold the wheels to the car etc,. Image is of florence  Owen Thomson, she was later interviewed and explained that she has not infact told Lange about her selling the wheels to her car, and that she infact never ( what is it all made up? - makes you question the accuracy of photographs)
· In comparison to the second photo taken by Lange the original photograph was not that bad. 
· Important theorist : Roland Barthes- camera lucita talks about our interaction to photographs - what's there then and what’s here now : what does that mean? stressing context . 
· Barthes talks about two terms truth that photographs hold, and how it is socially constructed, there is no singular truth outside of truth . Punctum is the other thing that photographs give us , the feelings/emotions we get from images, sometimes the feelings aren't obvious 
· Robert Frank spent two years taking photos in the United States- published a book called the Americans .The photograph titles “Trolley-New Orleans” shows the african americans in the back of the trolley while the whites are seated in the front. We see this as a powerful representation of segregation in America. 
· Denotative  are the literal things that we see / taking for what it is at face value. and  Connotative meanings are what we know about that historical circumstances, the trolley photograph denotes a bunch of people on a trolley it canotes the american historical context and the segregation taking place in the US at that particular time.
· We always have denotative don’t always have the connotation and connotitives of a photographs and what it represents
· ex/ Pazani spaghetti add denotes spaghetti in a sac with other things like onions etc. connatates the stereotypical italianness depiction (red background - all colors of the italian flag etc.)

Media and Womens Bodies:
· images carry meaning
· we use the tools of looking without understanding what that ties to 
· we learn to images by reading them through signs, logos etc. 
The sign:
· Nothing is asgign until we interpret it a sign
· Barth adn Saussure: Image/sound/word = signifier
· meaning=signified
· Pierce: iconic, indexical, symbolic
· arbitrariness : CAT has nothing to do with what a cat actually is the owrd does not sound like a cat, and the word means nothing else other than cat , its not cap, cav etc. 
· Cat is the signifier but the signified can be anything you think about ( you pet cat, the stereotypical image of a cat, cat tricks, the sounds of cats etc.) This is a symbolic sign
· meaning has a lot to do with context 
· Peierce signs are difficult to grasp. He came up with 3. Iconic - is something that in someway represents the object (Ex. even though a stickfigure doesn’t represent a person actually it does)
· Ex. the veil (iran) - how the veil was a uniform, but in the images it shows uniform, homogeneity 
· Tank man - image icon (not the same image icon that Pierece talks about ) this image of the tanks - in Tianamen Square 1989 (the dancing, protesting for freedom of speach etc. - and they were all massacred ) during these times ther was little internet and one man stood infront of the tanks - and this gives the image power. Also the HOPE image of Barack Obama is an iconic image, the Migrant mother is also one, Marilyn Munroe is also another, and her image was everywhere.  
· In 1962 Andy Warhol (pop artist) and replicated them into an iconic like phot ( like Obama pic etc.) no subtleties in the pics he took , flattened surface, nothing like the orginal pics of her death etc. Andy wanted to become a machine. Says how images get shifted, moved, changed etc, 
Madonna and Marilyn
· using the power of iconic images to replicate them like Madonna did 
· the original picture were changed to change the meaning - each time pushing the limits
· Lady aGaga re-dod the image of madonna on Vogue - with a but more exaggeration 
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