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PHI 1101: REASONING AND CRITICAL THINKING
First Test: 45 marks worth 10% of final mark

Closed Book
I. For each of the following, on the line provided, write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or conclusion is. Each is worth two marks.

1. If you skip work tomorrow, you will be fired. And you don’t want to be fired.

Implicit _conclusion__  
You should not skip work tomorrow.
Or:

You should go to work tomorrow.

2. Basketball is a better game than golf because it is more athletic than golf.

Implicit _premise__

Athletic games are better.
3. No human is infallible. Therefore, no philosophy professor is infallible. 

Implicit _premise_

Philosophy professors are human.
4. If this cupcake is less than a week old, George will eat it.  George will not eat that cupcake.
Implicit _conclusion__

The cupcake is a week old.
Or:
The cupcake is over a week old.

II. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. There are no enthymemes in any of these arguments. The value of each question is noted in parentheses.  

1. Because voters don’t take time to understand the issues, it follows that voters have become apathetic and lazy. Consequently, it can be said that voters are alienated from the political process. (4)

Standard Form:

1. Voters don’t take time to understand the issues.

2. Voters have become apathetic and lazy. 1

3. Voters are alienated from the political process. 2
Diagram:

    1

    ↓

    2 

    ↓

    3 

2. It follows that professors are overly particular because they never stop splitting hairs, and splitting hairs is a real sign of being overly particular. And since overly particular people tend to talk a lot, we can conclude that professors tend to be talkative. (4)

1. Professors [they] never stop splitting hairs.

2 Splitting hairs is a real sign of being overly particular.

3. Professors are overly particular. 1, 2
4. Overly particular people tend to talk a lot.

5. Professors tend to be talkative. 3, 4
1        2 

     ↓

     3        4

          ↓

          5 

3. I don’t think we should go on holiday to Australia because it is extremely hot in the summer, and neither of us reacts well to extreme heat. Also, it’s too expensive. (3)

1. It is extremely hot in the summer.

2. Neither of us reacts well to extreme heat. 

3.  It’s too expensive.
--------------------------------------------
4. I don’t think we should go on holiday to Australia.
1        2     3
          \     /

            4
4. Democracy is the only viable system of government because the only alternatives are either dictatorship or anarchy. Both of these are terrible systems of government, and terrible systems are not viable. (3)

1. The only alternatives [to democracy] are either dictatorship or anarchy. 

2. Both of these are terrible systems of government.

3. Terrible systems are not viable.
----------------------------------------------
4. Democracy is the only viable system of government.
1        2        3 

          ↓

          4

5. Because the free exchange of ideas (even unpopular ones) is essential to the process of democracy, and universities have an obligation to respect the democratic process; therefore, universities have an obligation to protect the free exchange of ideas on campus no matter how offended some people are by their expression. And because to silence one person threatens the democratic process of the free exchange of ideas, the controversial political pundit Ann Coulter should have been allowed to speak at the university. (4)

1. The free exchange of ideas (even unpopular ones) is essential to the process of democracy.

2. Universities have an obligation to respect the democratic process.

3. Universities have an obligation to protect the free exchange of ideas on campus no matter how offended some people are by their expression. 1, 2

4. To silence one person threatens the democratic process of the free exchange of ideas.

5. The controversial political pundit Ann Coulter should have been allowed to speak at the university. 3, 4
1        2 

     ↓

     3        4

          ↓

          5 

6. Rocks do not make good pets because they have no emotional lives, they are heavy to carry, and they can hurt you if you drop them on your foot. Besides, a pet should have a heartbeat, and rocks do not have one. (3)

1. Rocks [they] have no emotional lives.

2. Rocks [they] are heavy to carry.

3. Rocks [they] can hurt you if you drop them on your foot. 

4. A pet should have a heartbeat.

5. Rocks do not have one.
----------------------------------------------
6. Rocks do not make good pets.
1 2 3   4 5
 \  \ \      /
  \  \ \    /
        6
7. Skiing – Big deal! It is overrated! It’s too cold, the lineups for the lift are too long, and it’s all downhill. So we shouldn’t go skiing. (3)
1. It’s too cold.
2. The lineups for the lift are too long.

3. It’s all downhill. 

---------------------------

4. We shouldn’t go skiing.

1     2      3

 \    │     /   

  \   │   /

      4

8. My English professor is wrong to argue that going to see Shakespeare performed on the stage is a far better use of my time than playing video games. After all, since pleasure is a legitimate pursuit, and I get more pleasure out of video games than I do Shakespeare, I should go with video games being a better use of my time. Moreover, since times change and standards change with it, and since I am a child of my times and the professor of her times, her standards are different than mine, but her standards are not necessarily better. (5) 

1. Pleasure is a legitimate pursuit.

2. I get more pleasure out of video games than I do Shakespeare

3. I should go with video games being a better use of my time. 1, 2
4. Times change and standards change with it

5. I am a child of my times and the professor of her times, 

6. Her standards are different than mine. 4, 5
7. Her standards are not necessarily better.

8. My English professor is wrong to argue that going to see Shakespeare performed on the stage is a far better use of my time than playing video games. 3, 6, 7
1   2       4    5
------      -----
   ↓            ↓

   3            6    7
    \             ------
     \               /
            8
III. For each of the following: (1) identify which of the three nondeductive arguments that we considered in chapter three is used. Next, (2) state whether the argument is successful or unsuccessful. (3) If the argument is successful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. If the argument is unsuccessful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. Each is worth 2 marks.

1. I conclude that I have constructed a successful logical argument because I have followed these steps: Clarify the original position of your argument; determine the goal or conclusion of your logical argument, the main point you want to prove; write the premises for your argument, a series of provable, testable facts obtained through research, observation or experimentation; research each premise for evidence and support; reduce the number of premises you have by making inferences, logical assertions based on a series of premises; make one final inference explaining each of your remaining premises and stating your final conclusion.

Plausibility Argument: Successful since there are numerous confirming instances that support the conclusion. 

2. Statistics Canada informs that of the 133 people found guilty of homicide last year in Canada, 79% were jailed. Socrates was found guilty of homicide last year in Canada. Therefore, Socrates was probably jailed.

Statistical Syllogism: Successful for the reasons that Stats Can is a reliable source and, in all likelihood, Socrates is probably in jail.
3. The Federal Election Committee reports that in the last election, 50% of voting Americans voted for Obama, while 48% voted for Romney. Jim is a voting American. Therefore, Jim probably voted for Obama.

Statistical Syllogism: Somewhat successful as the chances are a touch higher that Jim voted for Obama.
4. My son and his wife are both left-handed and extremely clumsy, so, as a rule, I think that the majority of left-handed individuals are extremely clumsy.

Inductive Generalization: Unsuccessful for the reason that the sample, wife and son, is too small to make a generalization about all left-handed individuals.
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