Class 2: ECH 3310
End of Cold War and its Myth:
· Nationalism destroyed USSR - nationalist tide coming from Armenia, Georgia, Ukraine. 
· From Ideology to Nationalism - from ideological to nationalist and ethnic war.
· New type of violence and new type of wars. New form of conflict- small militia instead of armies in the name of a new form of ideology. 
End of Cold War and Ethnic Conflict:
· We had ethnic conflict before but were not label as ethnic conflict. 
· Isolate precise factors to pin point ethnic conflict. 
· Move from grievances to explain the economics of warfare. 
· Main problem: social struggle to define conflict - following religion, ethnicity, terrorism. Political elites are the ones who use ethnicity to spin around the debate of conflict. 
Ethnicity:
· the set of meanings including language, historical narrative which links people together into a community. 
· Socially construct aspect of ethnicity: binding elements of history, language, religion, etc. Feeling you are a part of a group and not actually belonging to that group. 
Grand Theories Regarding Ethnicity:
· Primordialism:  biologically-given ethnicity, ahistorical, objective and recurrent.
· Instrumentalism: ethnic identity is the result of political elites who invoke and manipulates cultural symbols for political purposes.
· Constructivism: ethnic identity is a social construction that results from human actions and choices. 
Challenges regarding Grand Theories:
· Failure in explaining the individual aspect of instrumentalism. 

