Relentless Questioning
· Chaerephon (a friend from his youth) asked the oracle if anyone was wiser than Socrates.
· The oracle (the Pythian) replied:  no man is wiser.
· Socrates says he finds the oracle’s assertion to be a great riddle.  
· Socrates says he knows nothing. He says he has no wisdom.
· But the god cannot lie.
· Socrates was baffled. What could the oracle mean?
· Socrates went to a man with the reputation of wisdom, a politician.
· Examined him; questioned him
· He was thought wise by many.
· The examination showed he was not really wise.
· He could not answer Socrates’ questions or, in answering, tied himself up in contradictions.
· Socrates continued this process with others with pretensions to knowledge.
· Could he find someone wiser than himself?
· Could he show that the oracle was wrong?
· No.  He could find no one with real wisdom. Everyone he questioned either could not answer his questions or, in answering him, tied himself up in logical knots.
· Results:
· Those whose pretensions he exposed came to dislike him, and so did many of those listening.
· Socrates made many enemies
· Rich young men would flock around him.
· They liked to see the pretensions of their elders exposed.
· They began imitating Socrates.
· As a result, the enemies of Socrates came to call him a corruptor or misleader of the youth.
· Socrates realized that neither he nor those he questioned knew anything worthwhile.
· Why is Socrates wiser ?
· Socrates, at least, knows the extent of his ignorance.
· Furthermore, unlike those he questions, he does not believe something false.  He does not believe that he knows when he does not.











The Afterlife
· Socrates considers two possibilities
· P. 19: “… there is great reason to hope that death is a good: for one of two things – either death is a state of nothingness and utter unconsciousness, or, as men say, there is a change and migration of the soul from this world to another.” 
· The dead are nothing and have no perception of anything.
· This would be a good thing.
· Eternity would seem to be no more than a single night.
· P. 19: “… death will be an unspeakable gain.”
· Death is a relocation of the soul from here to another place, the home of the dead.
· All who have died are there.
· Socrates claims that there he will find those true judges who are said to sit in judgment of the souls of the dead (Minos: king and judge of the dead in Hades).
· There he can keep company with Hesiod, Homer and the heroes.
· p. 19: “… what good … can be greater than this”?
· Socrates could meet all who were killed unjustly and could compare experiences.
· He could spend his time testing and examining the dead to see who is wise and who is not.
· At least he could not be put to death again for doing this.
· Are these the only two possibilities?
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