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- In Canada’s history, there is three periods of Native-European coexistence:
	1- The period of cooperation (until 1814)
	2- The period of coercion (1814-1951)
	3- The period of confrontation (since 1951)	
		* The revival of aboriginal culture

Before contact:
- The first people crossed to the Americas by the Strait of Bering on foot between 75 000 B.C and 15 000 B.C
- Humans would have followed the herds that crossed the Bering Strait

- America is one of the most complex linguistic regions of the world
- In the XVIth century, the New World had an estimated 2 220 languages

- At the eve of European arrival, we estimate that the Americas were inhabited by 112.5 million people
- Europe’s population was estimated at 70 million during the same period

- The Amerindians can be separated into language groups
- In Canada, the most important groups are:
	- The Algonquian peoples (Ontario, Quebec and most of the plains)
	- The Iroquoian peoples (Great Lakes and the St-Laurence River)

Iroquois:
- Sedentary peoples of the Northeast
- They are centered on the Great Lakes and the St-Laurence River
- They are numerically strong but hold smaller territories
- The were sedentary peoples who lived off agriculture (squash, corn and beans)
- The Iroquois include the members of the Five Nations: Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga and Seneca, as well as the Hurons
- They lived in longhouses, inhabitations that housed an extended family, therefore 20 or so people, clustered in palisades villages that counted up to 1500 inhabitants
- Villages moved when the local resources were exhausted (every 10-50 years)
- In their agriculture, men cleared the fields and women did the farming 

- All Iroquoians practised torture and cannibalism within a war context

- The Hurons were clustered around the southern end of Georgian Bay
- The Neutrals lived on the south of the Ontario peninsula
- The Five Nations lived in what is now central New York 


· The Huron Confederacy
- Alliance of four, maybe five, nations
- They lived off agriculture and were the granary for the northern tribes 
- The Hurons traded crops such as corn, squash, beans and tobacco, as well as twine for fish nets in return for products of the hunt such as meats, hides and fur
- By the end of the XVIth century, Huronia counted a larger population than that of the Five Nations, an estimated 30 000 compared to 16 000
- They lived in around 25 villages, with their cornfields forming a surrounded belt
- This allowed homogeneity of the languages
- Huronia dominated regional trade routes and political scene with an extensive system of alliances

· The Iroquois League:
- Also known as the League of Hodenosaunee (People of the Longhouse) or the Confederacy of Five Nations
- It will eventually become the League of Six Nations
- The League was created by the Iroquois nations at the beginning of the XVth century, before the arrival of Europeans

- Iroquois peoples immigrated about a thousand years ago
- They lived in protected castles: cities or towns surrounded by palisades on the top of hills that were easily defendable 
- This suggests that they were at war and needed to protect themselves
- The Iroquois were probably in the middle of a civil war: the five Nations fighting each other
- This also explains the number of very distinct languages that can be found within their small territory 

- Hiawatha, a father whose children had died during the war, and Deganawidha. A wise peacemaker met and brought peace among the Five Nations
- The founding of the League had been linked with an eclipse of the sun that was seen in Iroquoia in 1451

- Archeology shows that after the creation of the League, towns that used to be isolated moved towards the rivers 
- That meant that the security problems had been resolved
- The Confederacy of Five Nations becomes a powerful political identity 
- It is the great league of internal peace and power 
- The League was governed by a council of 50 chiefs who represented the participating tribes
- It’s goal was to keep internal peace and coordinate their external relations, which had to be by unanimous decision
- It was not a complete centralisation: member tribes maintained a considerable degree of autonomy
- It is not an overriding authority but a jural community charged with maintaining the peace through ceremonial words of condolence and ritual gifts of exchange

- The League’s territory stretched from the Mohawk River on the east to the Genesee River on the West

· Neutrals:King
↓
Nobles
↓
Warriors
↓
Commoners


- The Neutrals were wiped out in the early XVIIth century
- Their kingdom was unified under one King (Tsouharissen) 
- They were sedentary Iroquoian peoples
- They had a strict hierarchy:



Algonquians:
- Hunter-gatherers 
- Nomadic peoples
- They are numerically weaker but hold larger territories 

· Mi’kmaqs:
- They were fishermen known for having a comfortable and wealthy way of life
- They were governed by a Grand Chief, a Grand council and lower chiefs
- The lower chiefs’ job was to call district council meeting, to tour the district  and to participate in the Grand Council Meeting


Aboriginal religions:
- Animistic religions: they believe that plants, objects and animals all have a spirit
- Everything has two identities: a physical identity and a spiritual identity
- Aboriginals are full of awe in from of the natural world 
- They feel dependant on it
- Humans are small and humble when compared to the natural world
- They therefore have a profound respect for nature

- The world had many levels
- The strong spirits are at the top and the weaker spirits are at the bottom
- The land of the spirits, the land of the dead is a mysterious world
- Aboriginals rarely divide spirits into good and evil spirits

Iouskena and Tewiscaron:
- Twin brothers from the Iroquoian mythology
- Iouskena was the embodiment of good while his brother is the embodiment of evil
- There was a battle between them and Tewiscaron was removed from the world
- We do not know whether this myth is a real Iroquoian myth or an adaptation of the Christian myth of Cain and Abel

- Amerindians have a strong belief in a Creator god
- He is the supreme god that put the world together
- However, he is so distant that Amerindians rarely deal with him: he has no impact on their lives

- In order to keep the spirits responsive and in a favorable disposition, they need to bribe them with offerings and sacrifices
- In British Colombia, the main source of food is fish
- Thus, the natives need to appease the spirit of water over any other spirit
- One that throws garbage in the river would be punished or less favored by the water spirit and therefore is less lucky in fishing endeavors

- Dreams have a huge world in the lives of aboriginal
- They see alcohol as a way of contacting the spiritual world like the way they do in dreams
- When they are under the influence, they believe that they are taken over by the spirit of alcohol
- They also give a large amount to one person instead of sharing it so that this person can contact the spiritual world


Social structure:
- Amerindian social structures depend on their ways of life

· Chiefs:
- They have many chiefs: some for war, some for peace
- Iroquoians of the Northeast have more chiefs than the Algonquians 
- One can become a chief by being born in the right clan (hereditary chiefdom) or by being elected by their people
-  Chiefs are mainly men 
- They are however elected by women
- The women also have the power to remove a chief from power

- Chiefs need to be good speakers
- Since they cannot force one’s will, they need to convince their people to follow them
- They need to memorise and move people with their words

- Some people are chosen to be the living encyclopedia of their tribe’s history
- They memorise speeches that can last up to two hours and remember the stories behind the different wampum of their tribe

· Councils:
- Councils can be composed of all adult males, females or be opened to everyone

· Coercion:
- There is little or no coercion in aboriginal societies
- The idea of imposing your will on someone is very different from the idea of coercion in the European world

- The question in aboriginal power structure remains: How do you govern a society without coercion? 
- There is no police
- Small villages, because of peer pressure, are easier to control
- Consensus among the members of the community 
- Collective responsibilities are used as threats
- It regulates the community’s behaviour 
- Unless it cannot be avoided, there is no physical retribution

- The whole community is responsible for the deeds of an individual
- In the case of thievery, the family o the victim will put huge pressure on the family of the thief to bring forth a good retribution for the crime

- If one’s elders pressure him/her into committing a murder, it is not seen as that person’s fault
- The person that committed the murder was the tool for the crime, not its instigator

- Amerindian traditions are opposite to European traditions 
- The lack of coercion in Amerindian laws frustrates the Europeans, who are rigidly structure and under the reign of absolutism 
- Per example, for Europeans, braking-in is wrong, especially when it is made during mass time
- For Amerindians, strangers can enter another person’s wigwam of longhouse and help themselves to food in the inhabitants are not there

· Covering the dead:
- In aboriginal societies, human life has a price
- A murderer has to “cover the dead/wounded”
- The family of the murderer must offer a payment for the life of the victim
- The price is higher when a women is murdered
- The entire nation is held accountable for the murder of a person from another nation
- The murderer may give himself up for retribution
- If proper retribution is not made, there is war

· Slavery:
- For Amerindians, slavery was neither permanent, nor hereditary
- One could stop being a slave
- The objective of slavery was to rebuild the numbers of the tribe
- Slavery was a transition period before becoming a true member of the community 

· Role of women:
- The role of women differs between groups
- Both Algonquian and Iroquoian culture are matriarchal societies 
- The longhouses housed the extended family of the mother’s side

- In aboriginal societies, there were two types of marriages:
	- Arenhonha: formal marriage 
	- Asqua: informal marriage

- An informal marriage was a contract between two people to help each other for a given time
	Ex: during the time of a hunt or a summer
- It was based on mutual gain

- In a formal marriage, the husband moved to the longhouse of his wife
- A man was therefore dependant on his wife’s relatives
- He did not belong for a long time however his children belonged

- In theses societies, elderly women chose the chiefs, selected the candidates and had the power to remove a chief from power
- Especially in Algonquian culture, women had the possibility of becoming spiritual leaders
- This eroded in the XVIIth century with Christianity


The Period of cooperation: 

The Invasion of America:
- Travels from Europe to America started as early as 1000 A.D. with the Vikings and the Irish
- Those populations, however, had very few contacts with aboriginal peoples
- In the XIth century, the Vikings came to Newfoundland and established three colonies: Vinland, Markland and Helluland
- The colonies were kept secret from the rest of Europe 
- The Vikings saw it as an extension of their land and did not want other Europeans to settle in their new colonies
- There is a theory that early Viking voyages had a role to play in the formation of the Iroquoian Confederacy

- At the end of the XIVth century, Spain was a growing power
- However, the country was not yet a major player, having just reconquered their land from the Moors (Reconquista)

- France and England, having just ended their 100 year war, were still not ready for sea travel

- In 1453, the Eastern Roman Empire falls
- Constantinople falls to the Ottomans who cut of the trade routes towards China and India 

- In 1492, Christopher Columbus discovers America for Spain

- In 1493, Pope Alexander VI draws a line in the middle of the oceans splitting the land between Spain and Portugal
- It is the Treaty of Tordesillas 
- Portugal gains everything east of the line (Africa), and Spain, everything west (America)
- A part of Brazil ends up in the domain of Portugal 

- In April 1519, eleven Spanish ships, under the command of Henan Cortes, sail to Vera Cruz
- 1519-20: they conquer the Aztec Empire whose seat was Mexico
- 1530-46: Spain conquers the Mayan Empire
- 1533: The Inca Empire falls to the Spanish

- Spain and Portugal rush towards the riches in America, soon followed by France and England

- In 1534, 1535 and 1543, Jacques Cartier travels to Canada, hoping to reach Japan
- When Cartier reaches Stadacona (Quebec City), he meets the St-Laurence Iroquoians, a tribe of approximately 5000 individuals
- The French go up the St-Laurence towards Hochelaga (Montreal)
- Cartier and his men maintain good relations with the Stadaconians 

- The Frenchmen’s goal is to make a fortune
- They are unable to find gold or precious metals
- However, there is a booming market in Europe for fur
-  For this trade to be lucrative, the French need the Amerindians
- European weapons are useful and in high demand for Amerindians
- This lures them towards European trade
- Without even being settled in America, the French change the lives of aboriginals
- They start devoting more time to the hunt in order to accumulate pelts to sell to Europeans
- Specialisation of villages: hunters and farmers (who feed the hunters)

- The Spanish settle in faster than the French and the English
- In triggers the decimation of Mesoamerica

Contact in Canada:
- In Canada, contact with the aboriginal nations started because of the fishing and fur trades 
- The fur trade, seeing as the labor force was the Amerindians, required cooperation between Europeans and aboriginals
- In the case of fisheries, which had been going on for hundreds of years before establishment, settling on land was necessary in order to let the fish dry

- The European trade transforms the traditional way of life of many aboriginals, who are attracted to the trade
- Traders from Europe buy inexpensive European merchandise and sell tell at high prices to the Amerindians

- This creates a specialisation of tribes: agriculture or the trade
- Tribes (Ex: Mi’kmaqs) start moving to access the trade easily 

Epidemics and Native Depopulation in the Northeast:
- When Europe and America collided, the continents were not on the same technological page
- Europe also had a lot of illnesses that were unknown to the Amerindians, who had been cut from the rest of the world for centuries
- Dangerous pathogens go from animals to humans, in agricultural populations, though mutations 
- When Europeans came to America, they created a bacterial shock which decimated a great number of aboriginals

- Amerindians moved to America before most pathogens hit
- Contrary to Europe, Amerindian populations domesticated very few animals
- Because of that, they had no need for a very strong immunity system unlike Europeans
- A strong immunity system being more dangerous than beneficial for Amerindians, they ended up having a lower than normal immunity system   

- In addition to being vulnerable to pathogens, the Amerindians’ social structures were not prepared for epidemics
- Europeans, who had been faced with the Black Death, had traditions of quarantine, burning the clothes and houses of the sick and deceased
- In the last years of the plague, depopulation in Europe had reached 30-40%

- In the New World, when a person was sick, the entire family came to the sickbed and tried to make their spirit help the spirit of the sick
- Amerindians also limited knowledge, like kayak-making, to only a few people
- When these people died, the rest of the tribe, incapable of feeding themselves without kayaks, were left to starve

- In the South, the percentage of aboriginal deaths reached the 70-80%
- Disease arrived later in the Northeast
- Some of the pathogens were propagated through the Amerindian trade, a while before European settlement in their region
- The diseases came in waves

- Smallpox, measles, influenza, diphtheria, scarlet fever
- Famine
- Collapse of the civil rule and disappearance of tribes

The disappearance of the Beothuk:
- The Beothuk were the first native group encountered by the Europeans (Basques) when the fishermen started to install themselves on the coast of Newfoundland to dry fish
- They are in the Algonquian family and lived off fishing and hunting
- They gave their name to the stereotype of Red Indians because they used red dye on their skin

- Europeans described the Beothuk as “inhuman and while”
- At first, mutual tolerance operated between the Basque fishermen and the Beothuk
- Hostile incidents started to happen with the development of dry fisheries on land

- Contrary to the Hurons, the Beothuk had nothing to offer to Europeans: no trade, no military alliance, and did not have any missionary protection
- Early attempts to establish trade ended in misunderstanding and violence
- Raids between Europeans and Beothuk
- The Europeans get the upper hand and drive the Beothuk towards the interior
- Unable to fish, they started dying of hunger

- In 1829, the last Beothuk, a woman named Shawnadithit, died of starvation and pneumonia
- The absence of civil authority in the Newfoundland region facilitated the vigilante actions of both the Beothuk and the French

The disappearance of the St-Laurence Iroquois:
- When Cartier moves up the St-Laurence river in the 1530s, he meets a nation of 10 000-20 0000 Iroquoian farmers on the shores (Stadacona and Hochelaga) 
- They lived in villages encircled by palisades 
- There is extensive contact between Cartier’s men and the St-Laurence Iroquois
- To prove their success, Cartier kidnaped Chief Donnacona and his sons, Taignoagny and Domayaga, to bring them to the French court, which immensely insulted the Stadoconians
- None of them would ever return to America
- When they realise that there is no gold and no access to Japan (1543), the French leave Canada for 60 years
- The Stadaconians had also grown hostile, annoying and killing Cartier’s men

- In 1604-1608, the French come back
- Samuel de Champlain sails up the St-Laurence and cannot find the Iroquois that Cartier had described in his journals
- It seems that they had disappeared by 1585

- Many theories had been brought to explain the disappearance of the St-Laurence Iroquois:
	- Return to Iroquoia (Upper New York State) 
	- Destruction by the Iroquois of the Five Nations
	- Destruction by the Hurons: Huron pottery having been found on site
	- Destruction by the Algonquian people who were in competition
	- Civil war between Stadacona and Hochelaga
	- Mi’kmaq threat: Mi’kmaqs are found to be on the move to reach the European trade
	- Disease: they cohabited with the French for two winters
	- Cold front: short summers meant bad crop and a shortage of food

The depopulation of Huronia, XVIIth century:
- North of Lake Ontario, South of Georgian Bay
- The Huron Confederacy is composed of many different tribes (Ex: Neutrals, Petuns etc.)
- They were a sedentary agricultural population 
- The Hurons were as strong as the Iroquois Confederacy
- Their location and semi-permanent structure made it easy for to trade with the Europeans
- They specialised in trade and became the intermediary between the French and the Algonquians

- Establishment of Quebec in 1608
- The French has to choose a side and ally themselves with the Hurons and Algonquians, the Hurons being their neighbours
- Warfare: the Iroquois against everybody else
- The French officially choose a side in the battle of 1609

- In 1615, the French attack an Iroquois town
- They hold a siege using a mix of French and Amerindian war tradition and defense

- The Jesuits and Recollets start to Christianise the Hurons
- The writings of the Jesuits propagate the image of the “noble savage”: a pure untainted person just waiting to be Christianised 
- Around 1632, the Jesuits send a lot of manpower to Canada
- Missionary offense (1635-1650)
- Hurons are reluctant to accept the Jesuits in their midst
- To force the Hurons to accept, the French make threats to take away their trade and military alliance

- Epidemics hit the Huron population
- Collapse of the internal integrity of their society

- In 1642, the Iroquois attack Huronia and make their way to its center
- The Hurons are not able to withstand the attacks, even with their large numbers because of the epidemics
- The Iroquois wanted the European trade
- Missionary influence: conflict between the authority of the Church and the authority of the chiefs weakened the defense against the Iroquois. 
- Only small groups of people went to attack the Iroquois

- In 1649-1650, Huronia falls: destruction of the last village
- The French are too weak to defend their allies

- Of the 30 000 Hurons, only a few thousands survived
- A few hundreds took refuge with the French, a few hundreds went west, and a few thousands were adopted by the Iroquois

Mourning war:
- Under the impact of disease, the Iroquois needed to replenish their numbers 
- That is why they adopted so many Hurons
- The Hurons did not disappear, but they lost everything else

The French Amerindian Alliance:
- The French settlements in America were weak
- Their population being so small, the French could not compete with the Amerindian for lands

- Before the English conquest, there was about 60 000- 70 000 people in French America while there was about 1 000 000 Anglo-Americans
- Because of their small numbers, the French needed to look for a peaceful alliance with the Amerindians in order to survive

- In the colonial era, race was based on culture and religion not on skin colour
- The French were a race and the English were another
- A converted Amerindian became part of the French race
- The Mohawks were closer to the English race in terms of culture than they were to the Algonquians
- They had the same way of thinking

- Since the French had small numbers, they were not seen as a threat by Amerindians
- Also, the French main occupation being the fur trade and not agriculture, the were not competing with Amerindian populations
- The trade solidified the French-Amerindian relationship
- French people ended up being negotiators between the different aboriginal nations

- Without the aboriginal alliance, the French would not have been able to install a French presence in America 

French missionaries at work:
- “Flying missions”
- In this period of alliance, religious orders are the main agents of the court
- The French state is unable to provide the resources to expand
- They move into close contact with the Algonquian peoples of the St-Laurence (their hunting territories being around Quebec and Trois-Rivières)

- The Montagnais are hunter-gatherers
- They travel over huge distances and have enormous hunting territories
- The problem was that to trade, one had to follow the Montagnais around in their migration
- For the Jesuits that followed them, it was a very difficult way of life
- The “flying missions” were also very costly
- Some of the missionaries provided good maps to the French


Sending Natives to France:
- The Europeans saw themselves as being culturally superior to the Amerindians
- They sent Amerindians to be “dazzled” by the French court
- Those who were sent to France were supposed to be re-educated so that they would become emissaries for the French
- The assumption was that European culture was something that the Amerindians would aspire to
- It was however very costly to send them to France
- Amerindians that were sent over often died of diseases during the travel or in France
- After a few years, the “French” Amerindians lost their abilities to be useful back in America
- Contrary to what the Europeans thought, Amerindians were not impressed by European cities that they perceived as being horrific
- The effort to dazzle them was counter-productive

Educating Native children in French households:
- Aboriginal children were sent in French families to learn their culture and way of life
- The level of vice was too high for Amerindians to be exposed to
- The children were quickly pulled out by their families 
- The missionaries thus created schools for aboriginal children

Permanent missions:
- Influenced by their success in Paraguay, the Jesuits tried to establish permanent missions in Huronia
- The missions had a certain success with the Hurons
- Missionaries ended up being put to death

The Montreal-area reductions:
- The reductions had the purpose of bringing the Amerindians towards Christianity
- In the 1630-1640s, the French started to open a number of mission villages that were eventually transformed into reservations
- In the time of Amerindian depopulation, these missions were growing
- They are run by Jesuits but conserve a large Amerindian autonomy
- These reductions are mainly refugee camps

Reductions of the St-Laurence valley:
- Sillery (Montagnais, Algonkins)
 - They try to turn hunter-gatherer Amerindians into permanent farmers and failed

- Lorette (Hurons)
	- Refugee for the Hurons who fled the Iroquois. 
- They have converted to Christianity.

- St-François, Bécancour (Abenakis)
- The Nations of New England are being pushed out by the English. 
- They are invited by the French.  
- These communities have become long-lasting communities and become important in French military alliances. 
- The English will try to destroy those villages because renowned warriors came from such villages.  

- Kahnawake (Sault St.Louis) (Iroquois- Mowhaks) – Southern shore
- Oka, Kanasetake (Lac des Deux-Montagnes) – Northern shore 
- In 1649, the Hurons were destroyed by the Iroquois. 
- A few years later, the French try to make peace with the Iroquois.
- The Iroquois knew were the danger could come from: the Jesuits. 
- The Jesuits have been successful to convert the Mohawks. 
- The Iroquois ask every Jesuit missionaries to leave Iroquoia. 
- Some Mohawks, who were very catholic, followed the Jesuits up north. 
- Hundreds of families follow. 
- That was a catastrophe for the Iroquois.
- Sault Saint-Louis will become as populous as Montreal 
- Those places house more than one nation: long-houses (Mohawks) and wigwams (Nipissing)

- Rapidly growing populations in the reductions


Natives in New-England:

Puritans and Amerindians:
- In the south of North America, the situation is very different
- There is, in contrary to Canada, a huge migration of people from Europe
- Between 1620-1650, 60 000- 70 000 Europeans come to establish themselves in New-England
- The newcomers are not fleeing poverty; they are puritans, religious dissidents

- At the beginning, the Puritans flee England to establish themselves in Holland, known to be a very open society
- They then leave Holland to come to the New World and establish a highly religious society
- Their religious attitude will cause a lot of problems

- In order to come to America, the Puritans had to get permission from to court 
- They were able to receive that permission by saying that they were going to convert Amerindians

- At first, aboriginals and colonists live in relative peace since they do not have the numbers to concur with the large Amerindian populations

- When they came to New England, they established an agriculture society
- The Amerindians living in the same area were also farmers
- Unlike the French, the Puritans have no interest in the fur-trade 
- They see agriculture as a blessing from God that needs to be pursued
- Between aboriginals and newcomers, there is an increasing lack of land
- Europeans start to compete against one another and declare that the land is theirs

- Amerindians withdraw towards the interior, hoping to escape the Puritans
- Their withdrawal is, however, not fast enough and ends in violence between aboriginals and colonists



The first Puritan conquest: The Pequot Wars, 1636-1637:
- When a European merchant is murdered by aboriginals, European settlers use the situation as an excuse to attack the Pequot
- They formed self-financing expeditions, composed of English people that wanted to go to war so that they could capture Amerindian slaves and sell them in the South-American colonies, against Amerindians
- Instead of fighting the English, the Pequot decide to flee
- Their fields are burnt by the English
- Amerindians found out with horror that for Europeans, war was carried to the point of extermination
- This highly contrasted with Amerindian mourning wars

· The Mystic Massacre, 1637:
- Unlike the first time they waged war on the Pequot, Europeans took a lot of Amerindian guides, who had no alliance with the Pequot, with them when they attacked a second time
- They enclose the Pequot in their own villages 
- The militia men, arm with guns, went in the town and slaughtered the population
- The Pequot that tried to flee were shot down by Puritans that we waiting outside the palisades 
- The numbers of murdered Amerindians are unknown
- The English only lost 2 men. 20 were wounded
- This was the initial attempt to impose English rule on the native populations 
- After this, the Pequot were almost wiped-out

- The rest fled and were driven north towards Canada

The Second Puritan Conquest, 1675-1676:
- In 1675, the Puritans decide that the Narragansett (Rhode Island) outlived their usefulness 
- They give out an ultimatum to the natives: Either they leave or they are exterminated 
- Since they were the largest nation in New-England, the Narragansett decide to go to war with the English, as a form of last protest against the English rule
-  It is known as King Philip’s War

- During the year of warfare, 15 English towns go up in flames
- The aboriginals seemed to have the upper hand at first but they are quickly defeated

- After that, there is not more organised aboriginal front in New England
- The Native populations go from 140 000 people to 10 000
- The aboriginals flee towards Canada and the Ohio Valley

Preying towns:
- The Puritans believe in predestination
- They thought they God had predestined them for this land
- Converting the aboriginals was thus not a priority to them, as it is seen by the lack of missionaries 

- They tried some conversion
- Thomas Mayhew and his establishment in Martha’s Vineyard 
- John Elliot and the Preying towns: Natic, Wamessit, Punkapoag
- Many Amerindians joined these communities knowing that outside, they would be slaughtered
- However, it was a lesser of two evils: inside, they were forced to convert to Christianity and become Englishmen (dressing, speaking and thinking like Europeans)
- The preying towns were destroyed in King Philip’s War

Ojibwa (Chippewa) and the Conquest of Southern Ontario:
- The Iroquois were originally from northern New York State
1- Ottawa (Outaouasks or Odawa)
2- Mississauga
3- Saulteur (Saulteux) – Northern shore of Lake Superior
4- Outchepoués (Ojibwa)

- They had visible differences in their own nation (Anishinabeg)
- After the fall of Huronia, the Ojibwa moved towards Southern Ontario
- The destruction of Huronia changes the way in which the Amerindians deal with the Europeans
- Before, the Europeans used to wait for the Amerindians to bring them pelts now; they need to seek out the trade
- Start of the “Coureurs des Bois”
- The French get to know their Amerindian allies better

- After 1650, the Iroquois confederacy has the upper hand and is at war with the French
- Other Amerindians fear the Iroquois
- The Iroquois had been weakened by the French, forcing them into some sort of trade
- The French were not able to fight the Iroquois

- We do not have great knowledge about the Ojibwa
- They filled the unoccupied land that was left after the destruction of Huronia

- Between 1670 and 1680, three French expeditions were sent to pacify the Iroquois
- In 1684, La Barre fell into the hands of the Iroquois and had to sign a very humiliating treaty: Le traité de la Famine
- By 1687, the French return with 2000 people and find no Iroquois

- If the French were enable the defeat the Iroquois,
- The French did not starve the Iroquois 

- At the end of the century, the Iroquois warrior went from 3000 to less than 1000
- The Iroquois had started to face a very big problem

-  Three periods:
· After the fall of Huronia: Iroquois’ hunting groups
- Large hunting parties of Iroquois are seen around Lake Ontario	

· (1670-1680): Iroquois establishment north of Lake Ontario
- Larger conflicts between Iroquois and Ojibwa (Missigssauga)
- The Iroquois push against the Ojibwa
- French missionaries write of panic in the Ojibwa
- The Ojibwa start, eventually, to be able to stand their own ground
- The goal of war was not to exterminate the other tribe
- Hurons quickly became Iroquois and quickly covered the Iroquois losses
- The Iroquois have subjugated all the Iroquoian tribes

- The Iroquois are at war with the Objibwa 
- Their culture being very different, Ojibwa would not be able to become Iroquois

· Destruction
- The offensive turns for the Ojibwa
- The Iroquois start to withdraw
1- Defense of their own lands
2- Commerce with the French
3- Presence of the Hurons (Vengeful Huron who wanted revenge) 
4- Access to the English market that had been blocked by the Iroquois
a. English alcohol was poorer than French alcohol but was cheaper
b. Écarlatine, cloth

- George Copway starts to assemble the oral tradition of the Ojibwa which suggested large battles with the Iroquois (which was proven by archeology)
- At the end of the XVIIth century, the Objiwa destroy the Iroquois villages around Lake Ontario
- Large human losses

At the same time in the land of the Iroquois: problems
- Jesuits at work (refugee communities in Canada)
- French start to expand (Fort Frontenac (Kingston)), 1673)
- The Dutch partners are on the way out
- The English move-in
- Three factions in Iroquois politics: Francophiles, Anglophiles, Neutralists
- Covenant Chain: iron (alliance between the Confederacy of Five Nations and the Dutch) and silver chain (alliance between the Confederacy of Five Nations and the English) against the French-Amerindian Alliances
- End of the century: Five Nations have had enough and start looking for a peace treaty

Franco-Amerindian Alliance at the end of the XVIIth century:
- In the East: Montagnais, Abemakis, Algonkins, Nipisings, Christia Iroquois and Hurons
- Great Lakes area: Ojibwa (Odawa, Saulteux, Missassauga): Potawatomies, Miamis, Illois
-West of Lake Superior: Sakis, Fox, Kicapoos, Mascoutens
- West: Sioux (Dakota) – to a certain extent

- The Coureurs des Bois sometimes left young men with Amerindians so that they get adopted and can claim their loyalty

- France is economically in trouble: 1696, merchants are no longer interested in fur
- The fur trade dies
- The Amerindians do not understand the capitalist marker
-  In 1698, the colony is in danger: without the fur trade, the French colony will disappear 
- France decides to invest in the fur trade/Amerindian alliance (1700)
- In 1701, the Iroquois sue for peace regulating the relationship between Europeans and Amerindians 
- The French are not a lot of people, therefore cannot defend their allies if the need it


The Great Peace Treaty of Montreal, 1701:
- In the Iroquoians, the neutralist gain the upper hand
- They are stuck between two powerful nations and start to sue for peace
- First and last time that the French and Iroquois congregated as equals
- The English were not part of it
- At the end of 1699, the Iroquois send the emissaries to open up negotiations with the French 
- They swore to not form an alliance with the English and open their territories to trade with the French
- In 1701, during June and July, canoes come to Montreal all the way from Dakota
- During 100years, the Iroquois were the enemy 
- The French were the hosts

- Ban on alcohol sales during the conference
- Based on the aboriginal idea on making treaties: consensus of the tribe peoples 
- The French had to use the style and formula of aboriginal treaties
- Lasted a few months
- The treaty agreed on massive gift distributions, liberating the captives, the Iroquois promised to hold on to their neutrality
Accompanies a wampum

Wampum: 
- Comes in two meaningful forms:
· Carrier of message
· Currency
- Registration of events (confirming a treaty)
- Equivalent of money
- Wampum usually relates to concrete events
- Oral tradition always accompanies wampum
- Colors of wampum have significance

- Wampum factories open in Europe: to mass produce wampum
- They used to be hand fabricated by the aboriginal until the machine wampum arrived
- Mass production reduced its value
- As long as 1640, in certain puritan colonies, you could pay your taxes with wampum

- Wampum can signify that people have made of treaty with another tribe, or declared war on another tribe
- As long as you have this living memory of the event, by wampum and oral tradition
- Meaning can be lost
- Some peoples keep the wampum (masters of memory)
- They are also emissaries 
- Good Amerindian speakers can memorize a speech that lasted two hours and repeat it verbatim before saying their own speeches

· Historical value of wampum
- It indicates that an event took place
- But it does not place this event in time
- It is always possible to tell who were the parties’ involved

Two row wampum (1645):
- One line representing the Iroquois and the other the Dutch 
- They stay out of each other’s way

- The French and the English mastered the use of wampum

- Wampum can be simple or very elaborate 
- In 1689, Frontenac receives a broad (important) wampum with red and black signs 
- It was a declaration of war

- Shape of symbols: squares (decision made by a nation imposed on their territory), oval (part of a larger entity), lines through a shape (unity of decision) 

· Double calumet treaty belt
- Heart in the middle
- Preserved by the Wyandot 
- It represented an important treaty 
- Rupture in the Wyandot oral tradition
- The Jesuits had records of this: treaty between the Huron and the Tobacco nation (Petuns)
- Originally it had 8calumet
- One calumet represents one Huron clan 

· Peace-Path Belt (1637?):
- Peace treaty of the Huron five nations
- Each fire represented one of the Huron nations

· Jesuit Missionary Belt (1639):
- Amerindian tradition influenced the way that the Europeans thought
- It was designed by the Jesuits and made by the Huron under Jesuit supervision 
- Produced in Huronia in make peace with the Tobacco Nation
- Oval sign: Jesuit council residing in Huronia
- Christian symbols mixed in with Amerindian symbols: Greek cross, lamb, dove

· Four-Nation Alliance Belt (1710?):
- Huron, Ottawa, Ojibwa 
- Produced close to Detroit
- Symbol of French fort

· William Penn Wampum Belt:
- Pennsylvania produced by the Iroquois 
- Stripes at an angle are the official sign of Iroquois confederacy 

- Material objects + oral tradition referring to a specific event 


Fox Wars (1710-1733):
- 1696 – closing of the west
- French stop the fur trade
- 1701 – War of Spanish Succession (1701-1713) 
- 1701 – Montreal Peace Treaty

a- Reinforcing the alliance with Amerindians because the Succession war will soon come to America like all European wars do
b- Iroquois neutrality
c- Closer links between Western nations

- The French want to extend their alliance toward the Ohio valley and then down South
- Spain and France want to extend territories so that they are linked
- They want to move their trustworthy allied Amerindians to a place where they are needed
- The French move their trading forts and soldiers in places where they want aboriginal allies

- 171 – de la Mothe Caillac builds a fort at Detroit and invite aboriginal peoples to move under their protection
- French makes their present known in Louisiana
- Move untrustworthy allies somewhere else

- By 1709, the French open their forts next to Lake Superior
- Passed Lake Superior is the Dakota peoples 
- When the French install themselves passed Lake Superior, the Fox peoples are very angry
- By 1710-11, the nation of the Fox wants out of the alliance 
- 1711-1712, the Four-nation attack and massacre the Fox
- First victims of the new French-Amerindian alliance	
- Huge loss of life

- French army becomes involved: de Louvigny marches into Wisconsin (1716)
- They are no longer at war with the English
- Send an army with heavy canons to find the original homeland of the Fox
- French dig tunnels to install mines to make the palisades explode
- Kiala, the chief of the Fox: first Pan-Indian leader in North America
- He sends emissaries to other nations in order to bring together the Amerindian nations (all the way to the Micmac’s of the Maritimes)

- 1728: the second French expedition to Wisconsin
- French want to destroy the Fox once and for all
- By this time, the Fox are defeated people
- The Fox start to migrate towards Iroquoia 
- They are intercepted by the French-Amerindian alliance and are destroyed
- The tragedy of the Fox

- 1733: Kiala is brought in chains to Montreal
- He surrenders and is taken prisoner
- They are sold as slaves to the Caribbean where they normally die within a year.


Legal status of Amerindians in New France:
- Reversed acculturation 
- Europeans had to adjust to Amerindians ways to represent the values of both peoples
- Amerindians were able to impose their ways in many unexpected ways
- Every Amerindian that has converted to Christianity are considered “Natural French” (naturels François) or the subjects of the King
- French laws seem to apply to Natives too
· Murder, rape, drunkenness, indecent actions etc.
- Native ways of resolving conflicts: “covering the dead”, financial restitution, collective responsibility 
- French criminal procedures in XVII-XVIII are very rigid (steps in procedure and application) 
- French criminal and social procedures are thrown out the window when they met the Amerindians

- Four missionaries close to Montreal, thus there is a lot of Amerindian traffic in the city
- Amerindian violence was based on the liquor trade
- Liquor had a devastating effect on Amerindian communities and French-Amerindian relations
- The French do not want to punish the Amerindian who were violent because of alcohol, but try to punish the French who sold them the alcohol 
- Amerindian councils agree to arrest by the French but only during the period where the French try to find the French culprits who sold alcohol

· Native testimony:
- Amerindians were not recognised in Court in the English colonies
- In French Canada, Amerindians had to testify to learn which French person was selling alcohol
- People were afraid that they would lie during testimony 
- Missionaries are all in favor of Amerindian testimony: they wanted to limit the effects of alcohol
- In French law, you cannot cover the wound/death, but in Canada, it was accepted
- Amerindian were uneasy with French laws sometimes but w
ould react better to military justice
- Having you “head crushed” (teste cassée), is it preferable to being hanged?
- Head crushing was not in French law, but it was an execution method in Amerindian communities

· 1686: Murder of the anonymous French setter
- A French habitant was killed by a drunken Amerindian
- The French authorities dropped the charges because they needed the Amerindians
- That same Amerindian ended up going to war against the English for them

· 1689: The rape and murder of Jeanne Dasny
- Girl who was tending to the cows in a field who was raped by an intoxicated Iroquois before he strangled her
- The Iroquois (Christian Mohawk) is put in prison, interrogated, brought to court etc.
- His nation start being angry at this
- They would have agreed to a swift execution not a prolonged stay in prison
- The Governor and Intendant come to Montreal and decide to set to accused free so that the tribe doesn’t turn and go back to Iroquoia
- Lachine massacre: Iroquois warrior attack and burn the suburbs of Lachine the day after the release of the prisoner
- The Christian Mohawks came to the defense of French

· 1713: The case of Isaac Nafréchou 
- Merchant who is beaten up and wounded by three Mohawk warrior
- Compensated with 30 beavers skins
- The authorities forced Isaac to accept this retribution  

· 1719: The murder of Pierre Gagné
- Boy of two years from a little village close to Montreal
- Intoxicated warriors broke-in trying to find alcohol and murder the little boy in his crib
- French people run after them with pitchforks
- The Amerindian village closed its gates and refused to comply with the demands of the settlers and blamed the man that sold the alcohol
- The covered the dead

· 1722: The murder of Honoré Dasny
- Father of Jeanne Dasny who is murdered in his own house by two intoxicated warriors 
- One of the warriors is taken into custody and interrogated (full French justice)
- Two days after the murder, the Governor who did not think it was a good idea to hold a trial against these Amerindians
- The Amerindian delegates of War and Peace deliver wampum to the French asking them to forgive the warriors
- Compensation with the children and widow of the deceased
- The judge is furious and puts the Governor in an awkward situation
- Pardon prior to sentencing? Only the King could pardon?
- Only the French liquor vendor was punished: fined a whole year’s salary (40 000$ in today’s currency)

· 1750: Jean-Baptiste Rapin
- Inhabitant from Lachine was assaulted and almost killed by an Iroquois warrior
- The Amerindian elders refused to surrender the suspects and said that the French were only allowed to stay on the land because they permitted it


Native victims:
- Amerindian violence was seen as a deadly threat to the colony

· 1669: The case of Banchaud, Turcot and Lafontaine
- French bandits, robbery gone wrong
- They tried to rob Amerindian warriors and slaughtered a family of seven people (including children)
- When the situation came to the attention of the French, there is a panic through the French colony (it was in a moment of peace)
- War could have ensued: violation of the Peace treaty
- The robbers fled to the west
- The French criminals were sentenced to death

- Native victims and Indian suspects: internal disputes and problems seem to have been of tno concern to the French
- Aboriginals can regulate 


Amerindians and smuggling:
- Fur trade was a tightly controlled monopoly
- High treason if Amerindian allies traded with the English
- But the trade with the English was good, sometimes better than trade with the French
- The fight against smuggling: guards, house-searches, forts, spies, seizures and fines

- The “Albany trail”
- Amerindians responded by saying that there was no borders between French and English America and that they could do their trade as the pleased
- Growing role of domicilés: Amerindian who have established themselves on French territory
- The “necessary deals”: Natives have “permission” to go south
- Amerindian not allowed to bring French merchandise south 
- Middle ground between two different cultures will crumble towards the end of the XVIIIth century

The fall of the French colonial period:
- In the XVIIIth century, North-America sees a large Amerindian depopulation 
- Increase in the number of Anglo-American colonists
- Impoverished peasants from continental Europe and the British Isles came the English colonies
- In 1730-40, the English push the boundaries towards the interior in a more organized fashion
- Immigrants are promised lands in the colonies

- “Walking purchase”: a local government wanted to buy land from the Delaware
- An agreement was made saying that the English would take a day’s walk of land
- The ended up hiring runners that ran all the way and thus, took the Delaware’s entire territory

- The English colonies have no police to punish the bad colonists
- Amerindians refugees, who have lost their territories, establish themselves in the Ohio Valley
- Great migration from the Northeast and the South
- They want to put distance between themselves and the European colonists (French or English) and want to go back to their roots
- They also want to put a distance between themselves and the alcohol trade
- Rise of the Indian Republics
- On their way, the tribes or families lose their cultural identity 
- The Amerindians recreate a new way of life and need to establish new institutions
- Multiethnic villages: people belonging to all sorts of power structure
- Time of the metis: parents from different tribes, different and mixed languages
- Look above the interest of one nation
- Also children of Amerindians and Europeans (speak French or English and know the European ways of life) 
- Deeply distrustful of any white presence to the East
- They know that they have more in common among themselves than with Europeans

- Opening of the Louisiana trade

After the War of the Fox: The Indian Republics:
-  Balance of power on the English side
- Gradual deconstruction of the French alliance

- Traité d’Utrecht (1713): The French and the English end a very long war
- France cedes Acadia to the English
- Birth of Nova Scotia
- Very loyal to the French and catholic nation of Micmac inhabited Acadia 
- For Algonquians (Micmac), the association with the English was disturbing 

French Wars:
- Abenaki War, 1722-26
- Fox War, 1711-33

- Chickasaw War, 1740
- Natchez War, 1735
- Wars in Louisiana

- The French are a weakening ally for the Amerindians

- War of Austrian Succession, 1744-48
- War of Conquest, 1754-63

- Some Amerindians chose to separate themselves from the Europeans
- The newly created villages are multiethnic
- Pan-indianism 
- Old-style chiefs are being removed
- New pan-indian chiefs

Seven Years’ War and the Collapse of the French Empire:
- Total war waged by both sides appalls the Natives
- Typical European war: War of extermination
- Early French triumphs (1755-1758) 1759-60: capitulation of Quebec and Montreal
- The French seem to be wining at first
- They are helped by Amerindians
- A lot of Nations leave the English to join the French (who were also seemed as less threatening) 
- The English authorities were uninterested in Amerindians and also wanted revenge against them
- Burning of Abenaki villages by English prior to the war
- 1759-60 Capitulation of Montreal and Quebec
- The French fall

- Very unwelcome change for the Amerindians
- They lose an important ally
- Before, Amerindians could play one nation against another in the trade department
- The French are able to squeeze one clause in the treaty: French Amerindian allies are not to be harmed by the English for their past alliance
- For the English, the fur trade was of little importance
- The British decide to cease gift-distribution
- Gift-giving ceremonies were very important in Amerindian diplomacy 
- The French had been experts in gift-giving (silver medals, guns)
- For the English, gift-giving was seen as bribing 
- They were the masters of the land
- French defeat is not Amerindians’ defeat

Rise of Pan-Indian feelings:
- 1760-63: British intentions remain unclear
- Indians become weary and frustrated: loss of the fur-trade, loss of the French alliance
- Will the French come back?

- Political and religious movement arise
- In this context Pan-Indianism gains ground
- Multi-ethnic phenomenon gains importance in Canada
- Growth of religious revival: nativism (mixing of traditional aboriginal religions and Christianity)
- Pan-indianism and nativism will help one another
- Prelude to Pontiac’s uprising

- Neolin is the prophet of the Delaware 
- Return to the old ways
- Neolin’s message: “in heaven there are no white people”
- Good road is the total rejection of European things (including firearms)
- One god for all Indians

Neolin and Pontiac:
- Pontiac is probably an Ottawa leader
- He uses Neolin’s message to unify Amerindian nations but changes it a bit
- The French are not the enemy, the English are
- Takes what is needed from the message of Neolin
- He wants to unify the Amerindian
- Amerindians have a direct access to heaven

- Pontiac starts to send the message of peace throughout the Amerindian nations
- He manages to rounds up most Amerindian nations around the Great Lake

- The English start to hear news of this
- The forces of Pontiac overrun almost every single fort (except Detroit) south of the Great Lakes
- The English do not understand the depth of Amerindian displeasure 
- First time that the Amerindian unite in that way

- In 1763: Royal Proclamation
- The British negotiate with Pontiac’s forces: they know that they will not defeat him
- Paris Treaty: the seven year war ceases and Canada is legally a British possession
- The British are no longer able to say that Indian affairs are not important
- Commitment of the British crown to the alliance with the Indian and their protection
- Amerindian rights are now defended 
- They acquire importance as a military force against the American rebels
- Recognition of an Indian Country: a territory where American immigrant is not allowed
- This is an inexcusable thing for the American colonists 

After Pontiac:
- Royal Proclamation of 1763 creates the “Indian Country”
- Britain creates a network of Indian agents
- Growing unrest in the English colonies
- Colonial legislatures take over Indian affairs: uprising of Amerindians
- Summer 1774: the colony of Virginia goes to war against the Shawnee

- In 1769, Pontiac is killed in an ambush made by Amerindian warriors, probably bribed by the English
- His allied had left him in 1765


Brant: Tecumseh and Tenswatawa:
- Betrayal of Amerindians: was not really a betrayal because the Europeans didn’t really paid attention to them
- The French abandon the Amerindians
- Rebellion of the Amerindians

- 1760-70: London loses its grip on the colonies
- For the Amerindian, it is a time of suffering especially the Ottawa,
- Migrations of Anglo-American who flood their lands
- These colonist do not recognise any law or authority
- The governments try to control them

- 1774: The Quebec Act infuriates the American colonists
- It was an intolerable act
- It was a way for the governments to protect the Amerindians
- Both the English and the Americans try to mobilise the Amerindians on their side
- The Amerindians do not trust any side but know that they need to forge an alliance for their own safety
- They side with Great Britain, who was seen as less threatening 
- Reversal of alliance: Great Britain takes the place that was left open by France
- The Five Iroquoian Nations are now the Six Nations
- 1775: invasion of Canada

Joseph Brant:
-  Joseph Brant is another Amerindian leader (like Kiala or Pontiac)
- Mohawk that was in the British Army for years
- The Iroquois have taken side with the English during the War of Conquest
- One of the most important chief of the Iroquois Confederacy
- Speaks three Iroquois dialect as well as perfect English
- He knows the ways of the white men
- Hearing London’s plea, he goes to London as an ally to the English
- Becomes quite the celebrity 
- His implication on the English side was very profound
- By allying the Iroquois with the British crown, he sunk the Confederacy
- Iroquois had promised to stay neutral 
- He believed the English were the a only to gain a bit of freedom for the Amerindians
- He is still seen by the Iroquois as a traitor (for allying the Iroquois with the British)
- Joseph Brant persuades the Iroquois Confederacy to side with Britain

- 1779: American general Sullivan puts Iroquoia to the torch
- Destruction of the Iroquois homeland and extinguished the eternal fire of peace that had been lit for hundreds of years
- Slaughter of the Iroquois people
- They escaped and fought with the British until the very end of the War of Independence

- After Britain falls, Iroquois do not stop fighting
- They know that Americans will not help them

- 1783: Treaty of Paris: another sellout
- Second treason: (first one being when the French abandon them to the English)
- The French side with the Americans
- Britain abandons a lot of Amerindian territory to the Amerindian
- Amerindians could not do anything

- Iroquois’ resettlement to Canada
- Britain tells the Iroquois that they cannot help them on American soil
- Iroquois, allies to the British, resettle in Upper-Canada, fleeing the American’s vengeance 
- Some Iroquois decide to stay in their homeland
- The Algonquian stayed under the dominion of the new and vengeful American republic 
- Congress (USA) is in no mood to seek compromise with Amerindians
- However, Congress had no money to attack the Amerindians

- All areas south of the boundary belonged only to the American Republic
- Indian nations still living there were conquered and subdued people under American rule
- Those Nations will eventually be asked to move on the other side of the Mississippi (forerunner of the Great Removal (1820-30s))

- Expansionist policy of the USA
- Disorganised mobs of settlers move to the west
- Between 1783 and the end of the decade, tens of thousands of Americans move towards the west
- Amerindians are pushed farther west
- London does not think that Americans were simply lost cousins that would eventually see the light, USA was not to last 
- They encourage the Amerindians to attack the borders to keep the climate

- Increased British help for the Indian allies

- Joseph Brant and the United Indian Nations (1786)
- Building trend of creating Amerindian Unity
- Iroquois unite with Algonquian (Ottawa, Ojibwa etc.) 
- They all congregate around Brant
- The British promise help, shelter in their forts, weapons etc.

- The punitive expeditions of the US army
- The Americans mobilise and march towards the Great Lakes towards 1788

- Little Turtle’s, grand chief of the Miami nation, victory
- Amerindians are able to stop the Americans 
- Americans have lost over a thousand men
- This failure was very costly for the young republic
- The victories fuel Amerindian hopes

- By 1789, start of the French Revolution
- 1793: French Republic
- Americans give (cautious) support to France
- Great Britain feels very threatened 
- Suddenly, London stops encouraging the Amerindians
- After years of promises to the Amerindians, Britain turns around and signs a treaty (Jay’s Treaty, 1794) with the Americans
- Jay returns western forts to the US
- The Amerindians are abandoned by Britain

- Amerindian hope diminishes after 1794
- Many Amerindians nations start to collapse
- Disease

Tenskwatawa and Tecumseh:
- Return of nativist religion
- The Shawnee and the Algonquians were in really bad shape
- The Great Serpent and the Shawnee religion 
- Black Hoof and assimilation attempts with the Americans (minority)
- Majority wants a total rejection of everything European
- Whites are seen as the enemies 
- The “Long Knives”: Americans.
- The are seen as the worst

- In the Shauwnee religion, there was a Great Serpent and a great battle
- They believed that things were very wrong and that a great battle was coming

- By 1805, Lalwethika, a prophet, has a vision of the future
- He is half Shawnee, half Cree
- Was known in his community for being a drunk
- He becomes a new man and takes the name of Tenskwatawa
- He wants to bring the Amerindians to a brighter future: Opening the Door
- Lalwethika becomes the Shawnee prophet
- His message becomes popular
- Same message as Leolin: Good Amerindians, bad Europeans, the worse Europeans are the Americans (Long Knives)

- Entire villages on the move who want to meet the prophet
- The word has spread like wild fire
- By 1805, the prophet met with delegations of Ottawa
- He said that in order to rebuild Amerindian communities: alcohol has to be purged (founding stone), no family violence, no more promiscuity, strict monogamy (polygamy being accepted in some nations)
- Nativist messages are close to Christianity: it links both world views (aboriginal and Christian)
- Steps when you decided to follow the Prophet: extinguishing the family fire before reigniting it (without any European technology), praying twice a day, 
- The wrath of the prophet was directed against sorcerers (medicine people): series of murders around the Great Lakes
- Domesticated animals, which were very few around native communities, were banned (Ex: Dogs)
- No more bread
- Guns were frowned upon, but it was permitted to used them for self-defence, hunting had to be done with bows and arrows
- Iron had to be replaced with wood and stone
- No more European clothing

Tenskwatawa’s message:
1- Alcohol
2- Respect for the elders
3- Peace among Indians
4- End to family violence
5- No more promiscuity
6- Daily prayer
7- The “false prophets”
8- Against private property
9- Return to the old ways: clothing, animals
10- Hunting and firearms
11- Contact with the whites
12- What to do with sorcerers?

- No contact with the whites
- If Amerindians crossed whites, they were not to trade with them
- They could only give them something if the whites were starving
- Universal message: for all Indians no regards to Nations
- Messengers were sent by the prophet around Canada and the USA
- Both Great Britain and the USA did not know how to deal with such a movement

- 1806, the prophet meets with a delegation of Americans commissioners 
- They reported to Washington saying that this was dangerous
- The Americans asked the prophet to do a miracle 
- At the same time, a group of American astrologers were in the area
- They had told the prophet that there would be a solar eclipse
- The Prophet told this to the Americans

- By 1807, a lot of nations are on the side of Tenskatawa and his nativist message (Eastern Canada)
- They refuse to trade with the Whites

Tecumseh consolidates his coalition:
- In 1807, Joseph Brant dies
- Tecumseh (brother of Tenskatawa) explores the interior: all land is common property of all Indian nations
- He uses his brother’s message to make an Indian coalition
- Procession of warriors come to pledge allegiance to Tecumseh
- Tecumseh’s powerful empire (1812)

- Growing tension between the USA and Great Britain
- Great Britain blocs all French commercial trade
- USA keep trading with France
- Growing number of incidents were the Royal navy takes over American ships 
- The American sailors are forced into the Royal Navy
- Growing fury in America against Great Britain
- June 1812: President Madison declares war on Great Britain (War of 1812)
- They attack Canda
- American army crosses the border in Detroit

- This is what Tecumseh was waiting for: USA and Great Britain are at war
- It is the time were he can prove the value of Amerindian warriors
- Series of battle for the preservation of Canada where Amerindian troops are necessary 
- Amerindian bands block 

- By 1814, Napoleonic France is in decline
- York (Toronto) goes up in flames, but so does Washington
- American defeats in the West and in the East

- 10 000 warriors of Tecumseh took part in the war
- More that the Canadian militia

- Great Britain and the USA sign the treaty of Ghent: status quo ante bellum
- From Michilimackinac to Detroit to Wueestion Heights to Moravian Town to Rock River to Beaver Dam

- 1816: Rush-Bagot Treaty: peace in the Great Lakes area
- The border is set at the 49th parallel


The Period of Coercion:

Amerindians in Canada after 1814:
- Period of peace
- Very strong immigration from the British Isles to Canada

- Decline of the fur trade (after 1821)
- Fur trade had been very important in the economy of Amerindian
- Strong competition in the fur trade: North West Company and Hudson Bay Company
- North West Company hired hundreds of Amerindians to work in the fur-trade 
- They had started to build trade forts in the interior
- Hudson Bay Company did the same and were in direct competition with the NWC
- Amerindians could play the companies against each other and get the best prices

- Hudson Bay Company takes over the North West Company
- Aboriginals do not have this advantage anymore
- Poor terms of exchanges
- Marginalised Amerindian societies even more

- Nova Scotia and New Brunswick: the fate of the Micmac, the Penobscot and the Maleceet
- Decline of the Amerindians
- Very strong Canadian presence in those provinces: many Loyalists
- Amerindians were displeased with these Loyalists
- Suffering for the Maleceet and the Micmac
- By 1784, New-Brunswick is created
- In Nova Scotia, farmers who want more land make pressure on the aboriginals
- Forestry becomes economically important
- It becomes a direct threat to the Maleceet
- Waves of immigrants take over Amerindian lands
- Amerindians have two choices: misery or flight

- Reserves are put in place
- Created in Eastern Canada at first
- Reserves are an attempt to protect Amerindians
- IT gives time to Amerindians to adjust to the new ways
- It was however an excuse: Canadians thought that Amerindians would die out or go away
- Isolation of Amerindians

System of justice and the Natives:
- In the opening decades of the XIXth century, the justice system is not as flexible as it used to be

- Missionaries and scientist
- Protecting Amerindians becomes popular in High European societies
- By 1829: last of the Beothuk dies

- Lower Canada: orderly transition
- Less of a threat for Amerindians: lower levels of immigration to Quebec
- Lower Canada is already overly populated compared to Upper Canada
- Land holding in Lower Canada was still the old French system (until 1850): the seigniorial regime (you could not buy land, but rent it)
- It was less appealing to British immigrants
- Less pressure on Amerindian land
- Lower Canada was also economically stagnant in the 1800s 

- Upper Canada:
· Immigration and colonization
- In 1812, there were less than 100 000 white settlers and 10 000 Amerindians in Upper Canada
- Amerindian we +/- 10%
- In 1850, there is about 1 000 000 white settlers
- Slight decline on the Amerindian side
- Explosion of white population

· Treaties and annuities
- In the past, when Canada authorities wanted to take over land, there were treaties between Aboriginals and Canadians
- After the war, the Crown doesn’t want to shed money for those lands
- Amerindian lands are taken away with annuities payment: Amerindians will have to leave a portion of land and install a number of settlers who would pay rent and given to Amerindians 
- Those payments were done once a year with great ceremony (gift giving)

· Rush-Bagot Commission, 1817

· Management of the Indian Affairs: civil administration
- Removed from the Military Ministry and put under the Civil Ministry
- In was the opposite in the USA
- It was a way of putting the Amerindians as a possible military threat

· Extermination of assimilations
Canada:
- The term Extermination was commonly used 
- Arguments on wether Amerindians should be exterminated
- But, military campaigns against aboriginals would be very costly

USA:
- Extermination is the way to follow

- Amerindians are no longer able to influence governments 
- On both sides of the border there is a multiplication of policies that makes Amerindians the most overregulated people on the planet


Amerindians of the Pacific Coast:
- The way of life of the west coast peoples can be divided in two groups:
	- The coast peoples
	- The in-land peoples

Coastal nations:
- Haida, 
- Kwakiutl
- Nootka, 
- Tlinkit
- Coastal Salish

Interior/Cordilleran nations:
- Carrier
- Salish (interior)
- Kootena
- Chilcotin
- Okanagan

- The coastal and interior Salish are not the same nation
- Decline in the numbers as soon as Europeans arrived

- These nations will be overcome by huge numbers of newcomers
- The adaption period is a lot shorter in the west than it was in the east

Common features:
- Peoples of the west were very wealthy
- They can allow themselves the luxury of complex social structures
- They have enough food, thus can turn to art

- Clan system is also present in both coastal and interior British-Colombia
- Presence of secret societies that transcended the clans and families and national borders

- High level of Amerindian warfare, more than in the east
- The prise is to take captives
- The institution of slavery is different than from the east
- It can be hereditary 
- There is an economic sense to this institution especially in fishing
- Slaves can also be sacrificed to commemorate certain events

- Shamans are more powerful than in the East
- Can override the chiefs

- Potlocking/Gift-giving societies
- Form of competition between communities
- Based on outspending other societies 
- In the eyes of Europeans, this is seen as a throw-away ceremony
- Europeans had a tendency to accumulate

- People knew their place in their families and ceremonies


- Contact was quick and swift 
- Came from the Pacific
- British, Spanish, Americans and Russias start to arrive on the coast in order to map the area
- Development of the maritime trade
- Competition that start in 1790s between European nations for the trade
- In the beginning, the relationship between Amerindians and Europeans are beneficial to both sides
- Incidents between Europeans and Amerindians are rare

- Very quickly, the Amerindians learn to play the different nations
- They are pickier in their trade than their cousins in the east: they want iron tools
- They start to wait for better trades
- The contact with the Old World did not destroy Amerindian way of life, it changed it
	Ex: art becomes accessible to the poorer people who do not have slaves to help them
- Certain nations will accumulate more wealth with the trade

- In 1820-21, Hudson Bay Company establish themselves in the interior of British Colombia 
- They install trade forts
 - Reversal of the trade: the trade is now in the interior 
- Trading by the coast being a lot more expensive
- Coastal nations are now at the end of the feeding chain

- Creation of Home Guard nations
- Series of specialised native groups who surround a fort and claim it
- Offer protection to the traders of the fort
- They control the trade

- In the 1840s, missionaries start to arrive to British-Colombia
- Protestant (British) and Catholic (Quebec) missionaries
- Amerindians can chose whether they want to convert because they do not have newcomer pressure yet

- Until 1850, the exposure to the outside world was slow

- The settlers start to arrive in the Vancouver Island around 1850
- Few hundreds of English-speaking colonist
- They create a colony with a governor
- British power is installed in Vancouver
- Low-key contact at first

- Start to take more and more land and to sign treaties without the approval of the Empire
- As soon as settlers start to become powerful, the colonist start to go back on these treaties

- When there is Amerindian and colonist violence, the Royal Navy bombards coastal villages
- Time of expansion in the British Empire

- People knew that there was a presence of gold in the area
- Hudson Bay Company tried to hide it in order to keep gold-diggers away
- Around 1858-60, Gold Rush in California starts to diminish 
- Massive influx: 10 000 people converge towards British Colombia from California

- Racist ideology brought by Darwinism: some races are meant to survive while some are meant to dwindle away
- Extreme hostility towards Amerindians
- White and Amerindians relations are the worst in the history of Canada

- Huge transformations
- Amerindians do not know how to react
- They start to retreat but not fast enough
- Some villages are overrun 
- Violence on both sides
- Exposure to bacteria
- The government of British Colombia do not protect the Amerindians who are seen as an obstacle to progress

- Outbreak of smallpox
- Epidemics are devastating to Amerindians

- New governor, James Douglas
- End of cooperation: reprisals begin under his reign
- Until 1880, aboriginal populations were larger the colonist population
- Fear of Indian Uprising against the whites
- Eviction/removal of Amerindian villages by local militia
- When Indians refused to move, they were attacked
- Desperate act of violence by Amerindians

- At this point, British Colombia is not part of Canada
- At that time, British policy was to let Canada float by itself
- According to Governor James Trutch, Amerindians are barely people
- Reservations are being dismembered 
- The white start to take back little pieces of lands granted before
- They hope that Amerindians will become extinct by themselves
- Settlers believe that Amerindians have no rights on the lands that they claim to have
- Therefore, if they had no claim to the land, they cannot sell it
- A white family was allowed 160 acres while an Amerindian family was expected to survive on 10 acres

- In 1870, British Colombia starts to negotiate with Canada to become a province 
- Amerindians welcomed this because it could mean relief to the Amerindians of British Colombia
- British Colombia was afraid of Canada’s Indian Policy because it meant that they could no longer deal with Amerindians the ways they wanted
- Ottawa abandoned imperial policy towards Amerindians in order to bring BC to the confederation
- In 1877, a report came to Ottawa about the misery of the Amerindian people

- 1880, the British colonist in BC equaled the Amerindians 
- In 1890, Amerindians dropped to only 30% of the population


Métis:
- Patterns of intermarriage between whites and aboriginals
- Used to be called “half-breeds” before the XIXth century
- Classified according the amount of aboriginal blood
- Métis had two choices: they could either try to blend with white society or with the Amerindian society
- They sided more frequently with the aboriginals

- French-speaking Métis come are the children of French traders moving towards the interior
- Changes in the late XVIIIth century, children of English traders from the Hudson Bay Company
- However, HBC frowns upon relationships with Amerindians 
- Smaller number of English-speaking metis
- HBC is no longer able to compete with French traders
- They start to establish forts in the interior for a better access to the trade
- A union with a well-connected woman in the aboriginal community brings better trade
 
- Relationships between Europeans and Amerindians are often lengthy 
- These families try to move towards Montreal
- It is not well seen by the European society: not recognised as a real marriage 
- The traders decide to stay with the Amerindian families
- Their children will have an advantage on other children:
	- Knowledge of two languages
	- Connection in business with HBC or NWC 
- Distinct career-paths for trader’s children
- They are a point of transition between two worlds
- The children are sent to school or are homeschooled 
- They are sometimes sent towards Montreal
- It is expected for them to go back to their communities and become leaders
- Métis make extraordinary careers as chiefs

- Métis can either look for wives amongst Métis woman
- They have difficulty to find a white wife: there are not a lot of white women in the West and are seen as inferior by the white society
- In 1770, the Métis nations springs up around the Great Lakes 

- Amerindian decline favours the expansion of the Métis
- They are also more immune against European disease
- They start to fill out the void left by Amerindians

-  Until 1821, HBC and NWC are in competition
- Métis become masters in the distribution of food in the interior
- Increasing buffalo hunts
- They develop a strong military importance in their society because of the hunts

- Different lifestyles:
	1- Permanent employees of HBC and NWC: packers, interprets, canoe men
	  - White way of life
	  - Permanent houses
	  - Those families produced the first Métis leaders
 
	2- Semi-settled Métis (part-time farmers and hunters)
	  - Large gardens, fields but leave for buffalo hunts
	  - Do not have a stable job
	  - Close association to the white world but not as close

	3- Hunters and trappers
	  - No permanent houses
	  - Follow buffalo herds
	  - Are very close to an Amerindian way of life

- All these groups can be found in the two linguistic groups

- “Bois brulé”
- What the Métis sometimes refer to themselves
- It means that their skin is not as dark as aboriginal

- Little unity in Métis religions: French Métis being catholic, English Métis being protestant



Hudson Bay Company and North West Company rivalry:
- The Métis slowly migrate with the families towards the forts
- In early 1800s, Lord Selkirk gets permission to establish a Scottish colony around Red River (Manitoba)
- The Scots arrive to Red River around 1850
- Red River is in Rupert’s Land, which is charted to HBC
- HBC gives the land to Selkirk as long as he keeps space for retired HBC traders 
- However, there are Métis in that area

- At the same time, NWC is trying to compete against HBC
- NWC hired the Métis to attack, preying on the threat that the Scots pose
- Raids against the HBC
- The Métis are a structure society
- The raids are militarily coordinated
- Cuthbert Grant becomes the leaders of the Métis
- The Métis are able to overrun the Scottish settlement

- HBC takes over the NWC: downsizing begins

- The Sioux challenge
- Métis fight against the Sioux at the same time as they are fighting the Scots

- The growing role of the buffalo hunt

- In 1820, the Métis move towards Red River


Towards the Rebellion in Red River:
- Buffalo hunt starts to dwindle with the extinction of buffalos
- The Métis have to start settle down in large villages and become farmers

- In the beginning of 1850, new colonists arrive to Canada with the American Civil War
- The Dakota use this conflict to chasse away white settlers

- The issue of the Rupert’s Land
- Is a large land but is privately owned 
- Canada is afraid that the Americans try to buy Rupert’s Land
- HBC is forced to surrender its land 
- Rupert’s land is bought by Canada for cheap

- Alabama Claims
- After the civil war, USA tries to claim that land
- The Red River settlers feel more connected the USA than to Canada
- The Métis rise up to against the fact that Canada forgot the Métis presence when they bought the land

- Fall 1869, Canada moves into Red River

- Louis Riel and the National Committee
- When the Canadians send a governor and surveyors, the Métis form a committee to debate with Ottawa
- Ottawa saw the Métis with much distress: they saw them as French presence in the west
- The Métis want to be recognised as a province
- Quebec encourages the Métis

List of Rights:
- Elected legislature
- Representation in Ottawa
- Official status for both, the French and the English language in courts and in the legislature
- Franchise to every man over 21
- Confirmation of all “existing customs and privileges”

- Execution of Thomas Scott by the government of Louis Riel
- Waves of indignation through English Canada
- The Métis protest forces Ottawa to recognise the Métis
- They satisfy most of the rights that were requested by the Métis
- March 1870: Manitoba Act

- Ottawa start to send settlers and mounted police towards Manitoba
- Métis are quickly outnumbered
- The Métis try to flee the western life to preserve their own way of life
- Dispersion of the Métis towards Saskatchewan 
- They are left in peace for 14years

Reserves:
- Amerindians became the most legislated people on earth
- The Canadian governments will impose an increasing amount of rules upon the Amerindians
- Social Darwinism
- The Canadians are not the type to exterminate the Amerindians
- Creation of reserves to “protect” the Amerindians against the rush of colonists

- “Indian agents”: mediators, ambassadors
- They become managers of Indian affairs
- Acquire an extraordinary power over Amerindian lives
- A lot depends on the personality of the people involved
- Amerindians have little acting opposition
- Their numbers are growing smaller and smaller 
- Churches move-in the reserves
- Amerindians are either forced to settle down and become farmers or to flee to the west or north

- The traditional forms of government of Amerindians try to oppose to the imposed forms of government 
- Amerindians live in misery

Bagot commission: 
- In 1842: Bagot commission
- Their goal is to identify what the evils in Amerindians society
- The commission visits Amerindian towns, move certain villages
- They identify problems:
· The influx of colonist that flood even the reserves (Squatters)
· Improper land sales and leases 
· Lack of progress in agriculture
· Amerindians have to depend on the Canadian government 
· Canadian funds 
· Ineptitude of Indian agents who steal the funds or put them to bad uses
· Alcohol sale
· Disappearance of wild live
- “Revanche des berceaux”: massive demographic growth in French Canada

- Impose boundaries to prevent squatters 
- Cancellation of land sales of leases
- More aggressive educational approach: take Amerindian children and put them in boarding schools
- Strict educational curriculum 
- Use of Amerindian workforce instead of Canadian workforce

- Creation of one massive Indian list
- Transition of certain parts of Amerindian population towards Canadian way of life
- Census of aboriginals 
- Slowly shrinking the Amerindian list year after year
- Métis are excluded from the list 
- Hereditary: children of the Métis cannot go back on the list
- One can be added to the list with legal adoption
- Exclusion of native women married to non-native men from the list and of their children

1850: Act for the Better protection of the Lands of the Indian
1- All persons of Indian blood, reputed to belong to the particular body or tribe
2- All persons intermarried with any such Indians and residing amongst them
3- All persons residing amongst Indians, whose parents on either side were, or are, Indians
4- All persons adopted in infancy by such Indians
- Exclusion of Indian women married to white med
- Non Indian cannot live amongst Indians
- Status Indians and non-status Indians (living on or off reserve)
· Status Indian: People living on Amerindian land and on the Amerindian list (reserves and treaty lands)
· Non-status Indian: People who are not on the list
- Governments start to tinker with the list
1857: Act for Gradual Civilization of the Indian Tribes in the Canadas
- Assimilation as a condition of survival
- Indians are encouraged to seek enfranchisement
- Enfranchisement can be done in a voluntary or involuntary way 
- Children who went to boarding can be excluded from the list
- If Indians voluntary take themselves off the list, the government can give them land
  
- Ancestry determined through the male line
- Most aboriginals used to trace their ancestry through their mother’s line 
- A non-native women who marries an Amerindian takes on his status

- Amerindian reaction to the legislative measures
- Passive opposition
- Some Amerindians move further to avoid the government 

- 1859: Act for Civilizing and Enfranchising Indians

1850: Robison-Superior Treaty and Robinson-Huron Treaty
- Ojibwa and Cree areas
- Commissioners are sent in the land
- The Amerindians are given a choice: they are given sums to give their lands to the crown. They however retain the right to stay and hunt on this land
- Amerindians are not aware of the mining and forestry industries that are coming their way

- 1850s: The era of the treaties: “Robinson” treaties in the east

- “Numbered” treaties in the West
- In theory:
· Lands surrendered to the Crown
· Open discussions during public meetings
· Natives to keep full rights to hunt, fish etc. on the ceded territories

Numbered Treaties:
1- 1871
2- 1871
3- 1873
4- 1874
5- 1875, 1908
6- 1876, 1906
7- 1877
8- 1899
9- 1905
10- 1906
11- 1921
- Surrenders of lands in exchange for payment, protection, food supplies in time of famine

- 1-6: area of Confederation 
- Create reservations
- Allotment where Amerindian families can live awarded by the crown
- Width of land depends on how close they are to Canadian settlements

- Increase presence of the Canadian state
- Removal of hostile chiefs as of 1870s and tribal institutions
- Canadians try to impose an elected government 

- In 1867, section 91 (24) of the British North America Act jurisdiction over “Indians and lands reserved for Indians was provided to Parliament”

- Natives declared “wards of the state”, a federal responsibility
- Are considered as minors

- Indian governments founds irresponsible
- New form of government is created and imposed on Amerindians: Elected band councils
- Canadian governments refuse to deal with governments that are not elected

- 1876: Indian Act
- Attempt by the federal government to create a unified legislation for all of the dominion
- Amerindian populations augmented with the acquiring of the Prairie Provinces 
- It becomes very difficult for aboriginal lands to be taken away without consulting parliament 
- Aboriginal land cannot be sold by anyone even aboriginals themselves
- Consolidation of all existing legislation
- The Act was designed to protect the land that First Nations still had left to them

- Legislations on education, clothing, languages, etc.

American policy:
- Treaties (general rule until 1820)
- Removals (1828-1850)
- Reservations (1840-1890)
- Warfare 1850-1890 (“teach them to farm, feed them or fight them”)
- Warfare policy was pursued together with other initiatives: 
- Acculturation 1865-1950 (Residential schools)
- Undermining the political structures (chiefs, individual land allotments)
- Undermining the religious traditions: missionaries




The Great Removal:

US “Indian” Policy in the 19th century:
- 1790: Amerincan population of 4million lived within 50miles of the ocean
- Before 1840: 4.5 milion people crossed the Appalachians
- 1790:


- Crucial period that of the Jacksonian Democracy (1824-1852)
- In 1820, 125 000 Indians lived east of the Mississippi
- 75% of these came under government removal programs in the next to decades
- By 1844, less than 30 000 Indians remained east of the Mississippi (Mainly in the undeveloped Lake Superior region)
- Nations relocated west of the Mississippi
- These eastern nations all had treaties pre-1844

- The only group that will saved itself as a nation under the removal is the Iroquoian Nation
- Lack of interest in agriculture

- At the same time, Canada is looking at the American policies
- By 1836, removal attempt of the Ojibwa is tried in Upper Canada towards Manitoulin Island

- The removal struck the so called Five Civilized Tribes: Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw and Seminole: They were to be resettled to the Indian Territory, later called Oklahoma
- They were highly successful farmers, highly organised and very wealthy people
- Most of these tribes had assimilated to American way of life
- They had the choice between moving and being exterminated
- Strongest resistance: southern nations
- Removal policy already planned by Thomas Jefferson
- In 1828, Jackson wins the elections
- As soon as the results are known states subject Indians to their laws
- When Indian affairs are transferred the states or provinces, the Amerindians suffer more than when it is under federal jurisdiction 
- 1824: Bureau of Indian Affairs becomes the component of the War department
- State law abolished the tribal unit

- 1828-1838:
- Americans want to decapitate the Indian societies by undermining the chiefs’ authority
- They want to extinguish any kind of rights
- Negotiating land sales from families
- Amerindians loose the right to self-regulate in Amerindians tribes
- Only Americans can regulate
- Amerindians cannot deal with the courts, testify 
- removing them from any legal acting
- Division of Amerindian territories and auction them while the Amerindians are being chased from their lands
- Counties are established on Amerindian territories, without consulting them
- The states refuse to do anything about squatters on Amerindian lands: squatters are even encouraged
- Washington supports the states

- Illegal from tribes to punish lawbreakers or regulate the behaviour of their members
- States forbade public assemblies
- Chiefs lose their powers
- States deny Amerindians the right to vote or to bring suits and testify in court
- Indian Territory is divided for auction in state land lottery

- Washington encourages the Amerindians to move
- Voluntary removal or death

- Mississippi laws permitted whites to settle on Indian land
- Alabama set up counties on the territories of the Creek and Cherokee
- States refused to persecute intruders on Indian lands
- Gold discovered in Georgia (Cherokee land)

- Choctaw were split between Christians and traditionalists, between full and part Indians
- Draw a wedge between the different parts of Amerindian societies
- Trying to individualise Amerindians nations and transform their societies from society based interest to individual interest
- Authorities pay money to individuals and not to nations
- Amerindians are reduced to misery
-  Federal authorities start to withhold annuity payments for uncooperative nations

- Warfare
- Amerindians are very weak but desperate
- They start low-level warfare against the American armies (at first against the militia)

- Accentuates in the 1830s
- Americans go against the Seminoles (Florida)
- Agriculture was difficult in Florida
- Particular situation: their area were not very hospitable and were a place for African slaves refugees 
- Growth of black Seminoles
- The Seminoles are seen by Americans are simply Blacks and therefore, without rights
- 1835: Seminole war
- It was seen as a black slave uprising 
- The War department mobilise the Creeks against the Seminoles
- Creeks were often slave owners 
- The Seminoles fight for 7 years

- In 1830s: wards brake out (Creeks)
- Black Hawk (Sac chief) in the Northwest
- Sacs and Fox removed to Kansas, Iowa
- The drama of the Seminoles (1rst and 2nd Seminole War)
- Black Seminole fear slave-catchers

- Amerindians are fractured deeply enough 
- They are unable to resist the Trail of Tears (1838-1840): massive attempt to relocate the Amerindians in Oklahoma 
- Horrible conditions of deportations
- Amerindians are forced to travel on the other side of the Mississippi

- Nations that had never even been neighbours are thrown together in an unknown territory
- Enemies are put next to one another: Americans are hoping that they battle against one another

- In 1850, a steady stream of immigrants moves towards the west
- The number of white settlers grows in the west
- Forts are created throughout the west to protect the settlers
- Establishment of reservations in the west

- In 1850, start of the California gold rush
- 1852: San Francisco introduce small pox in Amerindian territories
-  Amerindian population in California:
· 1845: 150 0000
·  1860: 35 000
- Destruction of Californian natives
- Californian congressmen decide to remove their remaining Amerindians back towards the East
- Desperate attempts at warfare
- Late 1850, warfare against Amerindians are a way to train American soldiers and try new weapons
- The Sioux, N-W, are the last powerful nation that are able to resist


American Civil War:
- At the eve of civil war, Amerindians were split on the issue of slavery
- Amerindians are very suspicious of Washington
- Most southern nations living in Oklahoma joins confederacy against Washington

- In Minnesota, the Sioux see the civil war as a way of kicking out the white settlers from their territory
- The Sioux pay the price as soon as the Confederacy is beaten

- By 1865-66, Washington decides to regulate Indian affairs
- They push Amerindians into small reservation
- Amerindians cannot hope for division between Americans

- Between 1870- and 1890: total subjugation of the Amerindians by the Americans

- 1830-1890: Period of brutal enforcement 
- Amerindians try to make a desperate last stand
- Both the Canadian and American government do not want to make a great reservation, therefore give away a huge chunk of land to Amerindian control


Northwest rebellion of 1885:
- 1870: rebellion of Red River and Manitoba Act
- Some of the metis’ lands are being guaranteed by the government
- Bitter victory: many metis were forced to flee
- Métis were seen by Quebec as lost French-Canadians and received support from the French province
- Allocations of Métis land started slowly in 1873
- No clear records on the number of metis 
- The allocations of lands were based on children’s names because they had their birth records
- Lands given in an individual fashion
- Many metis start to show up
- Ottawa abolishes all land grants in order to go back to the drawing board
- The previous allotments are taken away
- White settlers come to Manitoba
- The metis flee towards the west
- Swift metis movement towards today’s Saskatchewan 
- The metis try to protect their ways of life
- Buffalo starts to go extinct
- Ways of life of the metis are in danger because of the settlers and the extinction of buffalo
- Metis had to leave for long periods to go hunt
- When they come back, they often find themselves thrown out of their houses because white settlers have taken them over

- Plains Cree and Western Ojibwa 
- Victims of epidemics and liquor trade
- They have a common purpose between the Metis, Cree and Ojibwa 
- Chiefs on all sides are able to look beyond their cultural views 
- By the end of 1870, the western Amerindians see a possibility of an alliance with the Metis
- Different bands of the Cree and Ojibwa are starting to work together
- The feel the pressure of the imminent arrival of the Canadian government
- Period of starvation in the plains because of the decline of Buffalo
- Amerindians learn the hard way that there is a border between Canada and the USA and that they cannot go towards the American side without being chased back into Canada

- Metis call Louis Riel back to Canada (he had been exiled to the USA)

- Big Bear, Pound Maker, Crow Foot
- The Amerindians refused to engage profoundly in the rebellion 

- On the Canadian side, it was believe that force was a useful tactic 
- Construction of the Trans-Canadian railway
- Troops get there faster
- Métis surrender, followed by the Amerindians 
-They are forced to accept to terms set by the Canadian government
- Amerindians get the worst out of the deal
- Canadian government is more lenient towards Metis

- Canadian government remove all chiefs that were implicated in the rebellion
- Indian agents and RCMP are brought in larger numbers
- Cree Bands that were somewhat implied, have their weapons and horses impounded and are thus doomed to starvation
- The government withholds amenity payments for 5years
- Potlucks, sun dances are made illegal
- Mass hanging of Indian chiefs (11 minor chiefs are hung): largest mass execution in Canadian history
- Curfews are introduced in reservations

- Some metis flee to the States hoping for refuge 
- After the execution of Riel, Ottawa starts to compromise with the Metis
- The receive certain tracks of land

Post-rebellion:
- By 1885, force against the Amerindian is seen as a way to get results
- Increase of coercive tactics for the next 40years
- Policy of strength and oppression is based on American experience
- Indian act is increased
- Elective system are imposed on Amerindians
- Band councils
- Vagrant Act: used to make it difficult for Amerindian seen as troublemakers to move between reservations
- The government uses deprivation of rations to get what they want
- Super Intendant General of Indian affairs gives himself the right to say who is an Indian and who is not
- Indian status
- Attempts are made to reduce the Amerindian list
- Arrests without warrants are often used
- New Expropriation: withdrawal of Metis of treaties
- The Metis lose their treaty rights
- Before the end of the XIXth century, government tries to regulate Amerindian status
- Permission that was given to Amerindians to hunt and fish on their lost lands is contested
- Indian Act becomes a huge load of regulations (195paragraphs)
- Indian Agents are necessary in all business transactions
- Leasing aboriginal lands without permission of the Natives by the Agents 
- By 1898, Indian Agents become justices of peace

- Period of Wilfrid Laurier
- Canada opens its immigration policies to new nationalities (Russian Empire, especially Ukrainians)
- Those immigrants move towards the prairies
- The prairies are prepared for the arrival of these immigrants
- Lands are taken away from Amerindians

- Amerindians found original ways to negotiate
- System of passes, 1890: Amerindians that wanted to travel outside their reservation needed a pass from their Indian Agent
- Amerindians build their meeting houses between two reservations to be able to communicate
- For the next 25years, the Indian act laws were more on paper than applied
- Christianised leaders are often the ones to repress potlucks and sun dances

- Residential schools
- Mostly western phenomena 
- Only 4 residential schools in Canada until 1920 
- Part of the anti-Amerindian measures to repress Amerindian culture
- Run by competing religious orders which gave Amerindians an edge 
- Contracts between residential schools and the parents of students
- Negotiations to keep residential schools close to reservations
- Amerindians tried to negotiate for a lesser evil
- The graduates of those schools are no longer Amerindians
- Until 1930, the idea is that Amerindians are going to vanish


-the reality in the north changes every year in terms of demographics,
politics, and climate change; professor has to search for new maps every
year
-Inuit society adapted itself to extreme conditions
-developed skills to prepare themselves to very unique circumstances
	-however, if you have a tiny shift in a situation it makes it hard to adjust
	-this is true today; in a very short space of time the Inuit have had
their reality 	changed drastically leaving them in a very dire situation
-the Inuit are the youngest of all the Aboriginal groups, as well as the
fastest growing
-they are not Canadian in the sense that they are solely part of Canada
	-called Eskimos in the US
	-also Inuit in Greenland and Russia (northern Siberia)
	-each group in these countries share very similar languages and culture
which shows that these people emigrated the Bering strait in a more
historical time (unlike other Aboriginal groups who crossed over quite
some time ago so had time to develop quite dissimilar cultures)
-crucial importance of the hunt of sea mammals and caribou
-Inuit culture is omnivorous (use everything you can) pre-contact
	-animal bones, driftwood
-two kinds of settlement: nomadic people
	-nomadic people have to move over large distances to get food; the only
place 	when they settle for longer period of time is in winter where they
gather in larger 	groups (around 35)
	-in Alaska and Russia you have more permanent structures and communities
-late fall and winter is for hunting whales where you can use ice
-late spring and summer is the caribou hunt and fishing
-kayak, dog sleds are tools used and adopted later on by people in
southern Canada
-social organization is very basic as resources, time, and comfort does
not allow for a complex social structure
	-no nations as in the south, just basic family groups
	-family also means extended family
	-chiefs of the group were the eldest male in the group who could still
hunt (as long 	as you were able to deliver you did have control over the
group)
	-patriarchal in follow lineage
-powerful role of shamans; praying to animal spirit, etc
 
Cultural Change
-Paleo-Inuit (or pre-Dorset) culture (2000-800 BC)
	-caribou hunt more important lending to the idea that the climate was
more mild
-Dorset culture (1000 BC-1400 AD)
	-whale hunting more important lending to the idea that it was much colder
-Thule culture (1000-1600 AD)
	-people who brought superior equipment and methodologies with them
	-beginning of elaborate art
	-overruns Dorset communities (unsure if it was mass warfare (no evidence)
- 	although it was likely very violent as there is no evidence of
peaceful transfer)
-Historic period (after 1600 AD)
	-know that just before 1600s the Inuit began moving east (into northern
Quebec 	and Newfoundland) where they had violence clashes with the Micmac
and 	Montagnes
 
-differences in these cultures are based on our excavations and the
understanding of the tools they used and how they lived their lives
-Nanook of the North - not so much about Inuit culture as Flaherty’s (the
filmmaker) understand of Inuit culture
 
-between 1610-1620 a number of European expeditions intent upon finding
the Northwest Passage stumble upon the Inuit
	-Martin Frobisher, Henry Hudson
	-the English will start to acquire knowledge
-1670 is the establishment of HBC
	-open their ports but mostly cater to the Cree
	-the Cree, sometimes violently, oppose any trading between the English
and the 	Inuit as they view them as a trading competition
	-the HBC open one port to cater to the Inuit
		-the Inuit begin to have a tenuous relationship to the outside world
-what really changes the situation for the Inuit is the arrival of whaling
ships around the 1850s
	-they are solicited by the whalers to work for them either on ship or on
shore
-the Inuit will acquire firearms and once that is done drastically changes
social environment as hunting is no longer dependent on experience or
strength but on the superiority of your weaponry so elders, etc are
beginning to take a back seat
-missionaries move in and eventually so does the government
	-missionaries sometimes follow Inuit families
-shortly after Nanook was made epidemics hit the Inuit communities
-in 1898 the government begins to discuss with Quebec political divisions
	-Quebec pushed for more control of the North and the government gave
Quebec 	gave them Nunavik
	-eventually the northern part was split up and the provinces were given
control of 	them
	-the Inuit disliked this as they were simply transferred to Canada with
no 	consultation
	-this blew up in 1995 in the referendums as the Inuit and the Cree simply
said well 	if you want to be Sovereign then we will not join you as it is
the territory of the 	Inuit and the Cree and we will stay with Canada
-in the eyes of the Indian Act, the Inuit were not Amerindians therefore
the provisions of the Act were not applicable to the Inuit
	-the long debate of whether the Indian Act was applicable to the Inuit
was not 	settled until 1939 when the Supreme Court decided that the Inuit
were Aboriginal 	people
	-fight between Quebec and Canada as they fought over who had to provide
for the 	Inuit as the Canadian government said that they were not an
Aboriginal group so 	they fell to Quebec and Quebec said the reverse
		-quite sad because as the Inuit way of life disintegrated they began to
			starve and no government support was lent; they fell between the
cracks
 


The XXth century:
- Policies of discrimination was at its height in the end of the XIXth century in both Canada and the USA
- Policies of extermination, of subjugation

In the States:
- This changes with the XXth century
- The Great Depression (1929-1936 in the US) was a time of universal suffering

- 1934: Indian Reorganization Act (IRA), part of the New Deal (1933-39) (attempt to jump start the American economy and start a social reform – making the American society more compassionate)
- Benevolent societies, such as churches, are not able to cope with such an amount of misery
- IRA: Amerindians are in a dire situation so the government tries to recreate self-sufficiency in Amerindian nations 
· More power to local Indian governments
· Expansion of their land base
· Providing development capital
- IRA was optional – some nations take it, others do not
- Some nations (Ex: the Navajos) take the deal and invest themselves in their own politics 
- The Bureau of Indian affairs receives money from the government in order to buy back lands around reservations

- “Domestic dependant nations”: Amerindians in the states are not considered full citizens. This starts to change in the 1920 where Amerindians born in the US are full American citizens 
- The Iroquois Confederacy refuses to take the deal and refuse the citizenship 
- They have their own passports, which is accepted in most European countries 

- 1946: Policy of termination of special status
- Amerindians need to rejoin the American society
- Individual Indians will become regular citizens

- In the 1960s, Policy of self-determination 
- Amerindians in the States take certain rights


In Canada:
- Multiple of small reservations scattered on the land, in contrast to the less numerous, but larger American nations

- IRA had no equivalent in Canada
- There was a New Deal but it took a different path
- The Canadian conservatives decided to wait for the economy to start itself back instead of forcing it to jumpstart
- In Canada, the depression lasted until the start of WWII 
- Amerindians were locked in a repressive system since the 1870-80s 

- In the 1900-1920 period, there were four systems of government on reserves:
1. 3 year elective system (Indian Act, 1876)
2. 1-year elective system (Advancement Act, 1884)
3. Hereditary form of government (Yukon, Northwest Territories)
4. Appointment by the Indian agents (mainly in the prairies)
- In 1911, portions of reserves could be expropriated
- Reserves are broken up in an effort to accommodate white settlers, especially in high demand regions



World War I:
- Canada enters the war with Great Britain
- Amerindians, in contrast to attempts, volunteer 
- Up to 30% of eligible males Amerindians volunteer for the army
- The moment they put on the uniform, Amerindians receives the rights of regular Canadians (including voting rights)
- However, as soon as they come back, they return to their “ward of the state” status
- Discontent in the Amerindian population after the war 
- Total war: The government gives itself tools in order to extract maximum effort and resources from to population (Ex: Federal income tax)
- Special pieces of law allow the government to turn Amerindian territories into farm land whether they like it or not
- Some reservations are taken over by the government and are turned into training grounds

- When the war ends, Canada expects the return of veterans 
- Land and/or money is given to returning veterans
- Aboriginals veterans are given chunks of lands of their old reservation and full Canadian rights


First attempts to create pan-Indian organizations:
- Time of reaction 
- In the 1930s – Native population in Canada starts to grow
- The growth of native political organizations – mostly in B.C.
- Amerindians of BC petition to London because their treaties have been violated by the Canadian government
- Indian Tribes of the Province of British Colombia (1909)
- Allied Tribes of B.C (1916)
- League of Indians of Canada, with Mohawks leader Lieutenant F.O Lofts (1919)
- North American Indian Brotherhood
- The impact of WWII on aboriginal people in Canada

- By the end of 1920-30, Statistic Canada notices an Amerindian growth
- The Amerindians will not disappear as it used to be assumed


World War II:
- Once again, Amerindians volunteer in large numbers
- WWII was based on organised hate that target people based on their race
- Canadians start to think more and more about what is going on in their own country, regarding Amerindians
- United Nations and human rights

- 1946: a special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons to examine and change the Indian Act

- In 1951, the most obnoxious features (major irritants) of the Indian Act have been deleted
- Gone were:
· Compulsory enfranchisement
· Bans on Potlatch and Sun Dance
· Less interference of the Department of Indian Affairs in political life of reserve
· Women can vote in on-reserve elections

- However, the definition on Indian status and control of band membership remained in non-Native hands
- The term “Indian blood” is now being replaced by the term “Indian registration”
- Favoritism of the male line is maintained 
- When a native woman marries a non-native, she and her children loose her status 
- Status in non-retrievable, even in the case of divorce
- Section 12, 1B: marrying-out clause

- Section 12, 1A, IV: Double mother rule
- “You have no status if your mother was not an Indian under the Indian Act before she married your father, and your grandmother on your father’s side (father’s mother) was not an Indian”
- No rights of residence of the reservation

- Extension of provincial laws to reserves (delivery of services)

- Amerindians go to international courts 
- The accuse Canadian government of gross violation of human rights

- 1966: Hawthorn report
- Hawthorn suggested abandoning assimilation as a formal goal of Canadian Indian policy
- The report proposed to build on the band council system in order to prepare reserve communities to become provincial municipalities
- Hawthorn report proposed the concept of “citizen plus” (charter members of the Canadian community), “charter rights” linked to the treaties
- 1968: National Indian Brotherhood is formed
- Same period as the Quiet Revolution (collapse of the Catholic Church)
- Amerindians mobilise and organise themselves in the National Indian Brotherhood
 
- Gradual transformation of the way aboriginal communities govern themselves
- Indian agents start to have less power 
- Gradual take-over of powers by native band councils 
- They acquire a shadow of the power possessed by municipal government 
- Amerindians do not want to have any specials relationships with the provincial governments
- They want to deal with London for as long as possible

- 1969: White Paper and Trudeau
- New liberal government in Canada with many plans of reshaping Canadian society
- Trudeau is an individualist
- He does not see the need to create a different category for Amerindian 
- Announcement of planed policies saying 
- Everyone is Canadian: no Indian, non-Indian, treaties, policies etc.
- Huge outburst of protest
- It never became of policy
- Trudeau wanted to see an end to group rights
- Equality under the laws of the country
- Indian status should be abolished 
- Amerindians should be treated as any other Canadian citizen
- Indian Act would be terminated
- Abolishment of the Department of Indian Affairs
- 1968-69: Time of important change in Quebec
- The government is afraid that if it gives to much recognition to Amerindians, it will end up like the Quebec situation.
- Way to stop Quebec’s ambition
- Every Canadian, including Fre nch-Canadians and Amerindians, would be part of this multicultural family that is Canada
- Monetary fulfillment of ancient treaties

- Natives respond to White Paper: “Unjust Society”; “Red Paper”, “Brown Paper” (books and essay that refute White Paper)
- Amerindians said that Canadians must recognise that treaties were not to be treated lightly 
- Amerindian public opinion is split: some Amerindians having treaties, and some didn’t
- Struggle to control on-reserve welfare funding
- Struggle for control over Native education

- Trudeau at first did not understand why Amerindians were reacting this way
- He wanted to do good
- White Paper eventually disappeared 

- Amerindians objectives were different 
- BC Amerindians wanted to discus with the government as individual nations whereas the Eastern nations wanted a group consensus 
- Metis were not status Indian
- NIB did not protect non-status Indians and Métis

- Major transformations: aboriginal government can divide income and funding according to their own priorities 
- Funding is transferred from the Department to band councils
- Education is now controlled by band councils
- Aboriginal languages were in danger at that period, but it was still possible to same them
- Post-war and World War II generations were more likely to know French or English as their first language and not their national language
- Huge effort, especially in the Iroquois community, to bring back Amerindian languages
- Huron language was still around in 1910, and disappeared in the 1920s
- Revival schools: efficient way to protect the language

- 1980-81 “patriation” of the Constitution
- Way to bring Quebec back to Canada
- The Constitution is brought back to Canada from London
- London used to be the guarantor of Amerindian treaties
- The British Crown was the last tool for Amerindians
- Amerindians were afraid that their rights would be diminished with this transfer

- NIB becomes AFN (Assembly of First Nations)
- AFN demanded to have a place at the Indian department’s table
- They want a vote
- Their request is refused 
- They are given an observer status, but cannot voice their opinion
- AFN decides to boycott the negociations

- In the fall of 1981, rapid acceleration of discussion on the “patriation” of the Constitution  
- Canadian government negotiates with the British Crown
- Aboriginal affairs did not preoccupy the ministers at all
- The only Amerindian clause was dropped
- The new form of constitution had no place for Amerindian rights
- Huge mobilisation of resources
- Fight on many fronts
- Saskatchewan: Amerindians had a big leverage and managed to change the province’s vote
- PR campaign in Europe
- Eight Aboriginal delegations went to London in order to convince the British population that there should be clauses on Aboriginal rights
- They succeeded
- British authorities started to make pressure on the Canadian government
- The delegation of AFN arrive in Paris in 1981 in order to base themselves on the Treaty of Paris (which said that Amerindian rights should be respected, even after the capitulation of Montreal)
- High powered political action lead by Amerindian organisation

- International implications of Aboriginal discontent: London and Paris
- Constitution Act, 1982: Section 35. (1)The existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the Aboriginal peoples are respected
- The Metis join the Amerindian community and regain their status

Penner Report (1983):
- 1983 – Special Committee on Indian Self-Government
- The Issue of citizenship and status
- The emergence of Two-Tier system of status and membership
- The report goes against everything that was said before
- Presents a grim report on Aboriginal communities
- Only way to go is the way of self-government 

First recommendation:
- Aboriginal government should be recognised as a provincial government
- Province-like status given to aboriginal communities
- Those government deal directly to Ottawa

Second recommendation:
- Aboriginal should have the right to decide who has status
- Two statuses: Status Indian with their status cards and Indian Membership
- Clash between the government and the Amerindians who agree with this recommendation

- Aboriginal police springs to life 

- This leads to a total refusal of this report by the provincial and federal government 
- By 1985, Canada has no choice but to accept some of these recommendations 
- 1988: Bill C-31


Bill C-31:
- Enormous shift in aboriginal rights
- Increased numbers of aboriginal
- Very strong stand of the higher court on aboriginal issues
- Militant actions from the natives

- By 1983, the government needs to learn how to act in the future
- The Charter of Rights is applied and some parts of the Indian Act are found to be against the Charter
- Penner Report pushes to government to go farther than they expected
- Empowering the native governments
- They take on the rights of provincial governments 
- Ottawa and the provinces do not want to apply this but their hand is forced
- Canadian system was found to be discriminating towards Amerindians and women
- 12(1)b: Marrying-out clause becomes the center of attention
- In the eyes of the government, removing that clause would increase the number of aboriginals with status which went against the entire point of the Indian Act
- High costs were associated with this giving-back of Amerindian status
- The clause was applied over a hundred years ago

Rights associated with Indian Status:
- Educational funding to certain Amerindian students
- On-reserve housing
- Health benefits
- Exemption from income tax
- The government was afraid of having to provide all these services

- Mostly women would benefit from these changes
- Successive waves of regulation excluded women from politics
- This changed the way that women were perceived Amerindian societies
- 1985: AFN did not want to revive the rights of Amerindian women
- The women who would benefit from this change were mostly off-reserve
- They therefore had little voice
- Chiefs were trying to prevent these women from reintegrating their communities
- Women marched to Parliament in order to voice their complaints

- Tobique: Women who were trying to reintegrate their communities but were expelled with their children by the chiefs
- Marches to Parliament and protests
- This split the aboriginal side in two: pro-chiefs, pro-women

- Ottawa realised that there was a problem that needed to be fixed
- 1982: the authorities look at the aboriginal rights
- AFN did not want to split the united stand that could influence Ottawa
- Negotiations
- AFN start to hide most radical members, trying to keep things under control
- They want women to agree with the government 
- Gender issue and Self-government issue 
- AFN wants to jump over the gender issue
- The moment the gender issue was closed, AFN ejected the women from negotiations 
- Women were promised that they could take part in the negotiations
- The excluded women saw their victory but the timing was wrong
- Empowerment of local governments to decide who has membership
- The great fear was that local governments would refuse their statuses if the bands were empowered too early
- Individual rights and not community rights 
- Individualism was a “white quality”
- Band governments are seen as being as discriminatory as the Indian Act by the women

- 600 Bands recognised in Canada
- Only 77 expressed their displeasure with the marrying-out clause
- 300 bands expressed their displeasure with the double-mother rule

- Need of change
- 1985: Bill C-31 passes in June
· Removal of sexual discrimination
· Restoration of rights lost through sexual discrimination

· Band control of membership
· Enhanced by-law making capacity
- In the eyes of AFN, Band-control of membership was important
- Ottawa forced AFN to accept that women could reintegrate their communities before the bands could control the membership
- Gender discrimination could not regulate band membership

- The bill restored status to unknown members
- People had to prove their ancestry in front of the government with documents
- Adopted aboriginal children of non-aboriginal families could not prove their ancestry because the records were closed
- Some records were destroyed
- Ottawa had to accept oral testimony of elders (1988)
- Appearance in front of a special panel 
- Indian Affairs said that no more than 600 identity restoration could be dealt with per day
- The father of children raised by single unmarried mothers had to prove their status so that their children could have status
- Nothing forced the fathers to do so
- The bill continued the discrimination
- Reinstatement was done under two different sections:
· 6(1): Both parents previously had status 
· 6(2): One parent with status and another who does not. 6(2) had lesser status. If they married someone without status, their children could live on reservation until they became adults then they lost their privilege of residence. 6(2) + 6(2): their children had full status. (Second generation cut-off)
- Second generation cut-off quickly became a problem, especially in Saskatchewan
- In some reserves, there would be no status Amerindians in one or two generations

- Duality: band membership is not the same as Indian status
- Band legislation sometimes worsen the fate of aboriginal status women
- Women who leaved their husband were struck from the membership list.


- Quebec had not signed the new Constitution
- 1980-90s, Canada tries to drive Quebec into the Constitution 
- Different set of negotiations trying to get Quebec to join

- 1987: Meech Lake accord  
- Promise of more provincial powers 
- Transfer of many federal powers to the provinces in order to make Quebec sign
- This is seen as a threat to aboriginal politicians
- Self-government issue is losing steam 
- Tension grows in aboriginal Canada
- Distinct society: recognise Quebec as a distinct society
- By 1989, Meech Lake accord is approved by 8 provinces and passed

- 1988: Bill 178: restriction of English in advertised in Quebec. All street signs are in French
- In the eyes of English Canadian public opinion, it is seen as intolerable 
- Rethink the definition of distinct society
- Growing split in Canada
- Aboriginals believes that they deserve the term of distinct society more than Quebec
- Meech Lake accord said that the formation of a new province must be approved by all provinces 

- Mohawk settlements close to the Island of Montreal
- Explosive situation 
- Kanesatake (Oka), Kahnawake, Akwesasne (St-Regis, on the border of Canada and the US, and Quebec and Ontario) 
- Kahnawake is practically downtown, land in high demand 
- Pressure from the outside
- Much increased self-awareness 
- The Mohawks become militant
- Sense of national identity and rejection of being Canadian or American 
- They are ready to fight for their rights
- Tensions building around free-trade status
- Akwesasne, on the border, is plagued by smuggling 
- The community is split on this opinion
- Struggle between elected chiefs and traditional chiefs

- Arrival of the Warrior Society (1970s and acquiring speed in 1980s)
- Radical movement 
- Highly armed 

- Natives living in the south of the provinces are getting more and more desperate 
- Deals are easy to make in the North because there is no white presence
- Deals are made with the Cree (James Bay) and the Inuit (North)

- Aboriginal peoples are very upset
- Canadian courts recognise certain aboriginal rights
- Judicial system disfavors aboriginals

- 1990:
- Clock is ticking for Meech Lake accord 
- Many aboriginals groups win important victories (Huron of Laurette)
- Summer of 1990: huge pressure of Ottawa on Newfoundland and Manitoba
- An aboriginal politician, Elijah Harper, blocks the vote in Manitoba
- Meech Lake falls through
- Empowerment of aboriginals

Oka Crisis:
- The situation in Kansetake and Kahnawake starts to disintegrate 
- National crisis
- Trigger was the attempt of building a gold course of Mohawk burial ground of the XIXth century
- The Mohawks barricade the road
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Canadian Army is brought in against the Mohawk Warrior Society
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