1) Describe the types of errors you are likely to make with each of the following: premature closure, overgeneralization, and selective observation. 

Answer: 

· These are all errors of personal experience.

· Premature closure—error that is made when a person feels she or he has the answers and does not need to listen, seek information, or raise questions any longer.

· Overgeneralization—error that is made when some evidence supports a belief, but person falsely assumes that it applies to many other situations as well.

· Selective observation—error that is made when a person takes notice of certain people or events based on past experience or attitudes. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 5–6 

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research

Skill: 02. Recognizes differences between science and non-scientific approaches to knowledge

2) Briefly describe each of the steps involved in conducting a research project. Discuss how “fixed” the steps are and the implications of this for a person undertaking research. 

Answer: 

· The steps are: select topic ( focus question ( design study ( collect data ( analyze data ( interpret data ( inform others

· The steps are not “fixed;” in practice, you rarely complete one step totally before moving on to the next one. 

· The process is an interactive one in which the steps blend into each other.

· Implications: what you do in a later step may stimulate a reconsideration and slight adjustment about your thinking in a previous one. 

Diff: 2           Type: ES           Page Ref: 9 

Topic: Steps in the Research Process 

Skill: 05. Shows an awareness of appropriate research procedures/processes for diverse situations 

3) Explain how you would distinguish a qualitative from a quantitative social research study, and give examples of each. 

Answer: 

· A quantitative study collects information in the form of numbers. 

· Techniques for quantitative data collection include experiments, surveys, content analysis, and existing statistics.

· A qualitative study collects information in the form of words, pictures, sounds, visual images, or objects.

· Techniques for qualitative data collection include qualitative interviews, focus groups, field research, and historical–comparative research. 

Diff: 2           Type: ES           Page Ref: 18–20 

Topic: Dimensions of Research 

Skill: 08. Provides concrete examples of abstract theoretical ideas/principles 

4) What is the difference between BASIC and APPLIED research? 

Answer:

· Basic research is research designed to advance fundamental knowledge about the social world.

· Applied research is research that attempts to solve a concrete problem or address a specific policy question/issue and that has a direct, practical application. 

Diff: 1           Type: ES           Page Ref: 10 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 04. Expresses familiarity with the range of acceptable techniques/methods in social research 

5) What is Social Impact Assessment (SIA)? How does it work? 

Answer: 

· SIA is a type of applied social research in which a researcher estimates the likely consequences or outcomes of a planned intervention or intentional change to occur in the future. 

· It may be part of a larger environmental impact statement required by government agencies and used for planning and making decisions among alternative policies.

· The researcher forecasts how aspects of the social environment may change and suggests ways to mitigate changes likely to be adverse form the point of view of an affected population.

· Impacts are the difference between a future with the project or policy and that without the project or policy. 

Diff: 2           Type: ES           Page Ref: 13 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 05. Shows an awareness of appropriate research procedures/processes for diverse situations 

6) Describe the differences between exploratory, descriptive, and explanatory research. 

Answer: 

· Exploratory research is research into an area that has not been studied and in which a researcher wants to develop initial ideas and a more focused research question(s). 

· Descriptive research is research in which one “paints a picture” with words or numbers, presents a profile, outlines stages, or classifies types.

· Explanatory research is research that focuses on why events occur or tries to test and build social theory.

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 14–15 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 04. Expresses familiarity with the range of acceptable techniques/methods in social research 

7) How does a panel study differ from a time-series study? 

Answer: 

· Both are examples of longitudinal research.

· Panel study is a type of longitudinal research in which a researcher observes exactly the same people, group, or organization across multiple time points.

· Time series study is any research that takes place over time, in which different people or cases may be looked at in each time period. 

Diff: 2           Type: ES           Page Ref: 16–17 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 05. Shows an awareness of appropriate research procedures/processes for diverse situations

8) Give an example of a cohort study, describing what features of it make it a cohort study. 

Answer:

· A cohort study is a type of longitudinal research in which a researcher focuses on a category of people who share a similar life experience in a specified period. 

· For example: Elder’s classic study “Children of the Great Depression” is a well-known cohort study; a study of World War I or World War II veterans. 

Diff: 4           Type: ES           Page Ref: 17–18 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 03. Displays an ability to extend learning to new situations or to use in new ways. 

9) What is the scientific community and who belongs to it? 

Answer:

· The scientific community is a collection of people who share a system of rules and attitudes that sustain the process of producing scientific knowledge.

· It is a professional community that includes individuals from both the natural and social sciences.

· It includes a range of practitioners, technicians, and researchers. Researchers at universities form the core of the community; however, some researchers work for government or for private industry as well. 

Diff: 2           Type: ES           Page Ref: 6–7 

Topic: How Science Works

Skill: 02. Recognizes differences between science and non-scientific approaches to knowledge

10) What is social research? What are some alternatives to producing knowledge? What distinguishes social research from these alternatives as a way to produce knowledge? 

Answer:

· Social research is a process in which a researcher combines a set of principles, outlooks, and ideas with a collection of specific practices, techniques, and strategies to produce knowledge. 

· Other alternatives to producing knowledge are authority, tradition, common sense, media myths, and personal experience. 

· Science distinguishes social research from these alternative ways to produce knowledge. 

Diff: 2           Type: ES           Page Ref: 2–6 

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research

Skill: 02. Recognizes differences between science and non-scientific approaches to knowledge

11) Professor Rodgers examined survey data on people who were 65 years of age and older. She found the average level of happiness reported increased from 1990 to 2010. She concluded that people under 65 years of age also experienced increasing levels of happiness from 1990 to 2010. The error she committed is called 
A) the error of overgeneralization. 
B) the error of selective observation. 
C) the error of illogical reasoning. 
D) the error of inaccurate observation.
E) no errors. 

Answer: A 

Diff: 5          Type: MC           Page Ref: 5
Topic: Alternatives to Social Research 

Skill: 01. Applies abstract learning to realistic situations 

12) What is the purpose of basic social research?
A) It solves social problems and finds which policies are best. 
B) It improves social programs so they become more effective. 
C) It invents new taxonomies and jargon. 
D) It creates fundamental knowledge about how the social world works. 
E) It predicts what future society will be like. 

Answer: D

Diff: 1           Type: MC           Page Ref: 10
Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 04. Expresses familiarity with the range of acceptable techniques/methods in social research 

13) After graduating from university, Samantha got a job with the regional government. One year into her new job, she learned that a big corporation planned to build a huge new factory on farmland outside the quiet, small town of Petitville, which had 2000 residents. The big corporation flew in a high-powered public relations team of five people, who showed a slick video, threw out a few statistics, and promised that many new jobs and income would come to the region and town. Two of the public relations people said they were factory site experts. They said that in the three other locations where the big corporation had built factories in the past two years, the local people were very happy. They said the same would occur in Petitville and further study was unnecessary. Just before the regional board was about to vote for approval, Samantha asked some questions: How would the new factory with 1000 employees affect the way of life in Petitville? Would the new factory create traffic congestion, noise, and air or water pollution? Would the town need to upgrade its police, fire, or ambulance services? Would it raise housing prices? What percent of the jobs would go to local people, and would the jobs be well-paying and stable? Would there be three shifts with some shifts ending late at night or early in the morning? How would the local schools and sewage treatment services be affected? Would the new factory’s location adjacent to the area’s only park limit the use of the park and its playground and bicycle trail by local children?

Samantha questioned the corporate factory site expert’s claims that the company had created jobs and done wonderful things in two other towns so the same thing would happen here, and that no further issues were involved. She challenged the corporation’s claims, which use all EXCEPT which of the non-scientific bases of knowledge? 
A) Tradition 
B) Authority 
C) Overgeneralization 
D) Premature closure 
E) Selective observation 

Answer: A 

Diff: 6           Type: MC           Page Ref: 3 

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research 

Skill: 01. Applies abstract learning to realistic situations

14) After graduating from university, Samantha got a job with the regional government. One year into her new job, she learned that a big corporation planned to build a huge new factory on farmland outside the quiet, small town of Petitville, which had 2000 residents. The big corporation flew in a high-powered public relations team of five people, who showed a slick video, threw out a few statistics, and promised that many new jobs and income would come to the region and town. Two of the public relations people said they were factory site experts. They said that in the three other locations where the big corporation had built factories in the past two years, the local people were very happy. They said the same would occur in Petitville and further study was unnecessary. Just before the regional board was about to vote for approval, Samantha asked some questions: How would the new factory with 1000 employees affect the way of life in Petitville? Would the new factory create traffic congestion, noise, and air or water pollution? Would the town need to upgrade its police, fire, or ambulance services? Would it raise housing prices? What percent of the jobs would go to local people, and would the jobs be well-paying and stable? Would there be three shifts with some shifts ending late at night or early in the morning? How would the local schools and sewage treatment services be affected? Would the new factory’s location adjacent to the area’s only park limit the use of the park and its playground and bicycle trail by local children?

Based on her questions, Samantha urged the regional board to delay a decision and first conduct a(n)
A) social impact assessment study. 
B) evaluation research study. 
C) time-series study. 
D) cohort study. 
E) action-oriented research study. 

Answer: A 

Diff: 4           Type: MC           Page Ref: 13 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 01. Applies abstract learning to realistic situations

15) Which best summarizes the main goal of descriptive research? 
A) Advance knowledge about an underlying process or complete a theory
B) Develop techniques and a sense of direction for future research
C) Give a verbal or numerical (e.g., percentages) picture
D) Extend a theory or principle into new areas or issues
E) Provide evidence to support or refute an explanation

Answer: C 

Diff: 1           Type: MC           Page Ref: 15 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 05. Shows an awareness of appropriate procedures/processes for diverse situations

16) Prestige and honour within the scientific community depend largely on 
A) the size of a researcher’s paycheque. 
B) the number of appearances of a person on TV or in major newspapers. 
C) one’s reputation as a researcher as demonstrated by having many publications in highly respected scholarly journals. 
D) how popular the person is among students as an excellent teacher. 
E) the number of powerful political and business people a person has as friends. 

Answer: C 

Diff: 2           Type: MC           Page Ref: 9–10 

Topic: How Science Works 

Skill: 02. Recognizes difference between science and non-scientific approaches to knowledge
17) The president of Big Hotdog, Inc. considered changing the company’s wage structure to increase worker productivity. She called in the firm’s top management team to make a decision. The vice-president for Human Resources said, “We can’t change it because we’ve had the same wage structure for the past 20 years and the employees will object.” The vice-president for Finance said, “A new wage structure was tried at Spicy Meatball, Inc. and it didn’t work there so it won’t work here.” The vice-president for Production said, “My brother is a professor of Human Relations, and he says it’s a good idea.” The vice-president for Sales said, “I read an article in last week’s Fortune magazine on worker productivity, and it proves that the proposed new wage structure always is best.” When the president suggested getting more information, the vice-president for Overseas Marketing said, “We have enough knowledge in this room now and getting any more would be a waste of time.” The president agreed with the vice-president for Sales. Which error did she make? 
A) Appeal to authority as a basis of knowledge 
B) Appeal to tradition as a basis of knowledge
C) Premature closure 
D) Selective observation 
E) Overgeneralization 

Answer: A 

Diff: 5           Type: MC           Page Ref: 2–6

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research

Skill: 01. Applies abstract learning to realistic situations

18) A tendency to assume that a person or source with a strong reputation or in a high-status position is automatically correct, instead of carefully evaluating the quality of information offered is called 
A) selective observation. 
B) skepticism. 
C) the halo effect.
D) premature closure. 
E) the scientific method.

Answer: C 

Diff: 2           Type: MC           Page Ref: 6 

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research 

Skill: 02. Recognizes differences between science and non-scientific approaches to knowledge 

19) Explanatory research is 
A) research in which a researcher seeks to test theories and addresses the question of why events or patterns occur in social reality. 
B) a technique developed by economists in which the positive and negative consequences of something are estimated, given a dollar value, then balanced against one another. 
C) evaluation research after the program or policy being evaluated ends. 
D) evaluation research throughout the program or policy being evaluated. 
E) research into a new area that has not been studied and in which a researcher develops initial ideas and a more focused research question. 

Answer: A 

Diff: 1           Type: MC           Page Ref: 15

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 05. Shows an awareness of appropriate research procedures/processes for diverse situations
20) Below are five of the seven steps of a research project in scrambled order. Of the five listed below, which one is supposed to be second in the sequence? 
A) Interpret findings. 
B) Collect data. 
C) Design study. 
D) Focus project. 
E) Analyze the data. 

Answer: C 

Diff: 3           Type: MC           Page Ref: 9 

Topic: Steps in the Research Process 

Skill: 07. Makes distinctions among related scientific ideas/processes

21) Sara Pope conducted a study on religion. She developed a questionnaire and planned an accurate sample of 500 people. She ran off copies of her questionnaire and contacted people in the sample. Next, she interviewed the sample and carefully recorded all the information. She used various statistics to analyze the data and next interpreted her statistics to bring out their meaning. Lastly, she wrote up her findings and method into a paper, which she presented at professional meetings and sent to a scholarly journal for possible publication. Which step in the process of research did Sara skip? 
A) Collect data. 
B) Design study. 
C) Focus research question.
D) Inform others. 
E) None of the above. 

Answer: C 

Diff: 4           Type: MC           Page Ref: 9 

Topic: Steps in the Research Process 

Skill: 01. Applies abstract learning to realistic situations

22) Rusty Spoon, a hospital administrator, heard a lot about gay men getting HIV and AIDS. He watched the male patients at his hospital admitted for AIDS. He thought they all looked like homosexuals as did almost all their male visitors. In reality, at his hospital, 60 percent of the HIV-positive male patients were heterosexual and 80 percent of their visitors were neighbours, co-workers, or immediate family members. He most clearly made which type of error? 
A) Selective observation 
B) Premature closure 
C) Overgeneralization 
D) Inattention 
E) None, he made no error 

Answer: A 

Diff: 4           Type: MC           Page Ref: 5–6 

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research

Skill: 01. Applies abstract learning to realistic situations 

23) After it was all over, Susan Smith surveyed the 150 residents of her neighbourhood about their reactions to a three-week experimental trash-collection program. In the program, residents separated cans, paper, glass, and plastic for recycling. She also examined the percentage of trash in the neighbourhood that was properly sorted at the end of the three-week period. Her results were used to prepare a report for the municipal trash-collection department. Susan’s study is an example of 
A) basic research. 
B) evaluation research.
C) exploratory research. 
D) qualitative research. 
E) cohort analysis. 

Answer: B 

Diff: 3           Type: MC           Page Ref: 11–12 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 03. Displays an ability to extend learning to new situations or to use in new ways

24) In exploratory research, one does all of the following, EXCEPT 
A) become familiar with the basic facts, people, and concerns involved. 
B) develop a well-grounded mental picture of what is occurring. 
C) generate many ideas and develop tentative conjectures. 
D) determine the feasibility of doing additional research. 
E) test a theory or explanation. 

Answer: E 

Diff: 2           Type: MC           Page Ref: 14 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 06. Explains reasons for using a specific research process/procedure 

25) Joe Foss studied gender differences in attitudes toward mathematics and science among 45 grade 1 students. Over the next 12 years, he studied the same 45 children when they were in grades 5, 8, and 12. This is what type of research? 
A) Case study research 
B) Cross-sectional research 
C) Time series research 
D) Panel study research 
E) Action-oriented research 

Answer: D 

Diff: 2           Type: MC           Page Ref: 17 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 04. Expresses familiarity with the range of acceptable techniques/methods in social research  

26) In 2010, Professor Dennis Wrong decided to conduct a study of 1000 persons who were married in 1946 to 1948 and were still married. He believed that the social climate, returning veterans, and other changes around the end of World War II affected the decision to marry and what occurred in their first year of marriage. Most likely, he was conducting what type of study? 
A) Case study 
B) Panel 
C) Cohort 
D) Time series 
E) Cross-sectional 

Answer: C 

Diff: 4           Type: MC           Page Ref: 17–18 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 01. Applies abstract learning to realistic situations

27) All of the following characterize Applied Research, EXCEPT which one? 
A) Doing research is usually part of a job assignment and sponsors/supervisors who are not professional researchers will judge/use the results. 
B) Success is based on whether sponsors/supervisors use the results in decision-making. 
C) The primary concern is with the internal logic and rigour of the research design, so a research study attempts to reach the absolute norms of scientific rigour and scholarship.
D) The driving goal is to produce practical payoffs or uses of the results. 
E) Research problems one can explore are limited by the demands and interests of employers or sponsors. 

Answer: C 

Diff: 3           Type: MC           Page Ref: 10–11 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 04. Expresses familiarity with the range of acceptable techniques/methods in social research
28) A type of data-collection technique that most closely follows the logic and principles of natural science, in which researchers create situations and examine their effects on participants, is called
A) content analysis.
B) experimental research.
C) survey research. 
D) field research. 
E) historical comparative research. 

Answer: B 

Diff: 2           Type: MC           Page Ref: 19 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 08. Provides concrete examples of abstract theoretical ideas/principles

29)  All of the following characterize basic research, EXCEPT which one?
A) The main concern is with the internal logic and rigour of research design.
B) The objective is to contribute to policy and/or program change.
C) Success comes when results appear in a scholarly journal.
D) Research problems and participants are selected with a great deal of freedom.
E) The highest standards of scholarship are sought.

Answer: B 

Diff: 2           Type: MC           Page Ref: 12 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 04. Expresses familiarity with the range of acceptable techniques/methods in social research
30)  Existing statistics research 
A) is the examination of numerical information from government documents or official reports.
B) is most frequently used for descriptive research.
C) involves the location of previously collected information.
D) allows a researcher to discover features in the content of large amounts of material that might otherwise go unnoticed.
E) may be time consuming if the researcher does not carefully consider the meaning of what he or she finds. 

Answer: D 

Diff: 3           Type: MC           Page Ref: 19 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 06. Explains reasons for using a specific research process/procedure

31) Which of the following techniques is used by both qualitative and quantitative researchers?
A) Content analysis
B) Existing statistics
C) Field research 
D) Focus groups
E) Historical comparative research

Answer: A 

Diff: 2           Type: MC           Page Ref: 19–20 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 04. Expresses familiarity with the range of acceptable techniques/methods in social research  

32) Which of the following statements is NOT true of tradition as an alternative source of knowledge production?
A) It is a special case of authority.
B) It may begin as simple prejudice.
C) It means that you believe something to be true because “it’s the way things have always been.” 
D) It can become distorted as it is passed on, to the point where it is no longer true. 
E) It is the same as common sense. 

Answer: E 

Diff: 2           Type: MC           Page Ref: 3 

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research

Skill: 03. Displays an ability to extend learning to new situations or to use in new ways 

33)  There are various ways in which acquiring knowledge might address the topic of climate change. The statement “David Suzuki says that climate change is one of the most serious environmental threats facing the world today” is an example of what source of knowledge? 
A) Personal experience
B) Media myth
C) Tradition
D) Authority 
E) Common Sense

Answer: D 

Diff: 2           Type: MC           Page Ref: 2–6 

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research

Skill: 03. Displays an ability to extend learning to new situations or to use in new ways

34) action research study 

Answer: 

A type of applied social research in which a researcher treats knowledge as a form of power and abolishes the division between creating and using knowledge to engage in political action. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 12–13 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

35) applied social research 

Answer: 

Research that attempts to solve a concrete problem or address a specific policy question, and that has a direct, practical application. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 10–11 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

36) basic social research 

Answer: 

Research designed to advance fundamental knowledge about the social world. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 10

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

37) case study 

Answer: 

Research, usually qualitative, on one or a small number of cases in which a researcher carefully examines a large number of details about each case. 

Diff: 3           Type: Ess          ay Page Ref: 18 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms
38) cohort study 

Answer: 

A type of longitudinal research in which a researcher focuses on a category of people who share a similar life experience in a specified time period. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 17–18 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

39) cross-sectional research 

Answer: 

Research in which a researcher examines a single point in time or takes a one-time snapshot approach. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 17 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

40) data 

Answer: The empirical evidence or information that a person gathers carefully according to established rules or procedures; it can be qualitative or quantitative. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 6 

Topic: How Science Works 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

41) descriptive research 

Answer: 

Research in which a researcher presents a picture of the specific details of a situation, social setting, or relationship. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 14–15 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms
42) empirical evidence 

Answer: 

The observations that people experience through their senses—touch, sight, hearing, smell, and taste; these can be direct or indirect. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 6 

Topic: How Science Works 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

43) evaluation research study 

Answer: 

A type of applied research in which one tries to determine how well a program or policy is working or reaching its goals and objectives. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 11–12 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

44) existing statistics research 

Answer: 

Research in which one examines numerical information from government documents or official reports to address new questions. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 19 

Topic: Dimensions of Research 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms
45) experimental research 

Answer: 

Research in which one intervenes or does something different to one group of people but not another, then compares the results for the groups. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 19

Topic: Dimensions of Research 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms
46) explanatory research 

Answer: 

Research in which a researcher identifies sources of social behaviours, beliefs, conditions, and events; documents causes, tests theories, and provides reasons. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 15 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms
47) exploratory research 

Answer: 

Research in which a researcher examines a new area to formulate precise questions that future research can address. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 14 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

48) field research 

Answer: 

A type of qualitative research in which a researcher directly observes the people being studied in a natural setting for an extended period of time. Often, the research combines intensive observing with participation in the people’s activities. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 20

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms
49) halo effect 

Answer: 

An error often made when people use personal experience as an alternative to science for acquiring knowledge. It is when a person overgeneralizes from what he or she accepts as being highly positive or prestigious and lets its strong reputation or prestige “rub off” onto other areas. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 6 

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

50) historical–comparative research 

Answer: 

Research in which one examines different cultures or time periods to better understand the social world. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 20 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

51) longitudinal research 

Answer: 

Research in which the researcher examines the features of people or other units at multiple points in time. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 17 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

52) overgeneralization 

Answer: 

An error that people often make when using personal experience as an alternative to science for acquiring knowledge. It occurs when some evidence supports a belief, but a person falsely assume that it applies to many other situations, too. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 5 

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms
53) panel study 

Answer: 

A powerful type of longitudinal research in which a researcher observes exactly the same people, group, or organization across multiple time points. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 17

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

54) premature closure 

Answer: 

An error that is often made when using personal experience as an alternative to science for acquiring knowledge. It occurs when a person feels he or she already has the correct answer and does not need to listen, seek information, or raise questions any longer. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 6

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

55) qualitative data 

Answer: 

Empirical evidence expressed as words, visual images, sounds, or objects. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 19–20

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

56) quantitative data 

Answer:

Empirical evidence in the form of numbers. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 18–19 

Topic: Dimensions of Research 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

57) selective observation 

Answer: 

An error that people often make when using personal experience as an alternative to science for acquiring knowledge. It is when a person takes special notice of some people or events and tends to seek out evidence that confirms what already is believed and ignores contradictory information. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 5–6 

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

58) scientific community 

Answer: 

A collection of people who practise science and a set of norms, behaviours, and attitudes that bind them together. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES          ay Page Ref: 6–7 

Topic: How Science Works 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

59) scientific method 

Answer: 

The ideas, rules, techniques, and approaches that the scientific community uses. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 8

Topic: How Science Works 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

60) social impact assessment study 

Answer: 

A type of applied social research in which a researcher estimates the likely consequences or outcome of a planned intervention or intentional change to occur in the future. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 13 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

61) social research 

Answer: 

A process in which a researcher combines a set of principles, outlooks, and ideas with a collection of specific practices, techniques, and strategies to produce knowledge. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 2

Topic: Alternatives to Social Research 

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms 

62) survey research 

Answer: 

Quantitative social research in which one systematically asks many people the same questions, then records and analyzes their answers. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 19 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms
63) time-series study 

Answer: 

A type of longitudinal research in which a researcher gathers the same type of information across two or more time periods. 

Diff: 3           Type: ES           Page Ref: 17 

Topic: Dimensions of Research

Skill: 50. Able to define key terms
