
Criminology – Week 1 

Theroy 
· A particular way of looking at something 
· - They attempt to describe, explain predict and ultimately control some class of events. 
· A way of seeing and understanding something. With reasoning and justification . 
· If there was no theory, understanding and explanations there would be a lot of anxiety due to un-predictableness. 
· A theory is usually simple , understanding, complex , abstract and concrete. 


· Micro level of study – Looking at specific individuals or small groups.
· Macro level of study – Looking at specific levels of society/the bigger picture and not smaller groups. More abstract. 

Consensus  Theorist – Feels that all major institutions such as police, medicine , etc come together to work as a whole in favor or everyone, With the ultimate goal of making society a better place. Criminal justice system works in favour of the majority 
Conflict theorist – Based on coercion. Believes there’s an imbalance of power usually the minority having the most of the power. The powerful people of this world maintain their interest’s and therefore status quo. People who are marginalized are often criminalized. Conflict perspective says that the criminal justice system works in favor of the rich. 

Active – Active agents in making their own choices and do it from free will. 
Passive – Believe that they are impacted by forces within or outside of them that push them into crime. Examples include = poverty, mental illness. 

Criminological nexus is a combination of 1) theory which creates 2) research which then in turn creates  3) policy. 

System of reasoning 
Inductive method – Consists of observing , analyzing and explaning the situation . This explanation is usually a theory. 
Deductive method – Starts with a theory and explanation. This theory will be verified through tests, etc. 

Independent variable – Variable that is tweaked 
Dependent variable – Variable that changes. 

Stanford county jail experiment – Included inmates being punished more and more severely over the course of 12 days. Actually ended on the 6th day of the experiment. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Showed us that prison is often thought of as a violent place. However it could also be a reflection of the environment prisoners are in. 
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