SOC 1101

Chapter 1: Introduction to Sociology

Social Structures: relatively stable patterns of social relations
Microstructures: patterns of intimate social relations formed during face-to-face interactions (ex. family, friendship circles, work associations)
-“strength of weak ties” in microstructure settings (people you are not close with know different groups of people)
Macrostructures: patterns of social relations that lie outside and above your circle of intimates and acquaintances (ex. class relations, patriarchy)
Patriarchy: the traditional system of economic and political inequality between women and men for most societies (ex. unshared household duties in marriage)
Global Structures: patterns of social relations that lie outside and above the national level (ex. international organizations, patterns of worldwide travel/communication, economic relations between/among countries)
-donating to charity cannot overcome already established global inequality in other countries
Sociological Imagination: the ability to see the connection between personal troubles and social structures
-became born when the 3 revolutions forced people to think differently about society
Scientific Revolution: (1550) encouraged that sound conclusions about the workings of society must be based on solid evidence and not just speculation
-“Scientific Method” using evidence to make a case for a particular POV
Democratic Revolution: (1750) suggested that people are responsible for organizing society and that human intervention can solve social problems
-God and Nature no longer control human action
-American and French Revolutions helped suggest people control society
Industrial Revolution: (1780) created a host of new and serious social problems that attracted the attention of many social thinkers
Theory: tentative explanation of some aspect of social life stating how and why certain facts are related
Research: process of carefully observing social reality to assess the validity of a theory
Values: ideas about what is right/wrong, good/bad; help sociologists formulate and favour certain theories over others

Functionalist Theory
1) stresses human behaviour is governed by relatively stable patterns of social relations or social structures
2) underlines how social structures maintain or undermine social stability
3) emphasize social structures are based mainly on shared values
4) suggests that re-establishing equilibrium can best solve most social problems
Dysfunctional: consequences are effects of social structures that create social instability
Manifest: functions that are visible and intended
Latent: functions that are invisible and unintended

Conflict Theory
1) focuses on macrolevel structures
2) shows how major patterns on inequality in society produce social stability in some circumstances and social change in others
3) stresses how members of privileged groups try to maintain their advantages while subordinate groups struggle to increase theirs
4) suggests decreasing privilege will lower the level of conflict and increase the sum total of human welfare

Protestant ethic: belief that religious doubts could be reduced, and a state of grace ensured, if people work diligently and live ascetically; had the unintended effect of increasing savings and investment thus stimulating capitalist growth
-functionalists and conflict theorists assume that people’s groups memberships shape their behaviour

Symbolic Interactionism
1) focuses on face-to-face interaction in microlevel social settings (differs from functionalism + conflict)
2) emphasizes that an adequate explanation of social behaviour requires understanding the subjective meanings people attach to their social circumstances
3) stresses that people help to create their social circumstances and do not merely react to them
4) validate unpopular and unofficial viewpoints, thus increasing our understanding and tolerance of people who may be different from us

Feminist Theory
1) focuses on various aspects of patriarchy
2) view that women are subordinate to men not because of biological reasons but because men enjoy more legal, economic, political and social rights
3) examines the operation of patriarchy in both micro and macro settings
4) contends that existing patterns in gender inequality can and should be changed for the benefit of all members of society

	Paradigm
	Main Level of Analysis
	Main Focus
	Main Question
	Image of Ideal Society

	Functionalism
	Macro
	Values
	How do the institutions of society contribute to value consensus and social stability?
	A state of equilibrium

	Conflict Theory
	Macro
	Class inequality
	How do privileged groups seek to maintain their advantages and subordinate groups seek to increase theirs, often causing social change in the process?
	The reduction of privilege (especially class privilege)

	Symbolic Interactionism
	Micro
	Meaning
	How do individuals communicate so as to make their social settings meaningful?
	Respect for the validity of minority views

	Feminist Theory
	Both
	Patriarchy
	Which social structures and interaction processes maintain male dominance and female subordination?
	The reduction of gender inequality



Postindustrial Revolution: the technology-driven shift from manufacturing to service industries and the associated consequences for virtually all human activities
Globalization: the process by which formerly separate economies, states, and cultures become tied together and people become increasingly aware of their growing interdependence

New Society Themes
Autonomy vs. Constraint 
Prosperity vs. Inequality
Diversity vs. Uniformity 

Summary
-Durkheim, social structures influence actions (specifically, how social solidarity affect suicide rates)
-Canadian youth suicide rates are not the same as Durkheim’s France (but his theory still explains contemporary patterns well)
-connection between personal troubles and social structures is still studied
-three levels of social structure: micro, macro and global
-values suggest which questions are worth asking
-theory is a tentative explanation of some aspect of social life
-research is the process of observing social reality to assess the validity of a theory
-four major theoretical traditions in sociology: functionalism, conflict theory, symbolic interactionism and feminism
-functionalism analyses how social order is supported by macrostructures
-conflict theory analyses how social inequality is maintained and challenged
-symbolic interactionism analyses how meaning is created when people communicate in microlevel settings
-feminism focuses on the social sources of patriarchy in macro and micro settings
-the scientific, industrial and democratic revolutions stimulated the rise of sociology
-the postindustrial revolution is the technology-driven shift from manufacturing to service industries and the associated consequences
-globalization is the process by which formerly separate economies, states and cultures become tied together and people become increasingly aware of their growing interdependence
-chief interests: autonomy and constraint, prosperity and inequality, diversity and uniformity

Chapter 18: Politics and Social Movement

Power: ability of an individual or group to impose its will on others, even if they resist
Authority: power that is widely viewed as legitimate
Social Movement: an enduring collective attempt to change part or all of the social order by means of rioting, petitioning, striking, demonstrating, and establishing pressure groups, unions, and political parties
Political Parties: organizations that seek to control state power
Normal Politics: politics as it is practiced when authorities are firmly in power
Politics Beyond The Rules: politics as it is practiced when the legitimacy of authority grows weak
Force: coercive power by authorities
State: set of institutions that formulate and carry out a country’s laws, policies, and binding regulations
Civil Society: the private (non-state) sphere of social life
Pluralist Theory: holds that society has many competing interests and centres of power and that no one interest/power centre predominates in the long run
Elite Theory: maintains that well-to-do people consistently have more political influence than people who are less well-to-do have and that society is therefore not as democratic as it is often portrayed
Ruling Class: a self-conscious and cohesive group of people, led by corporate executives and owners of big business, who act to advance their common interests
Power-Balance Theory: suggests that social movement and success depend on how powerful authorities are, compared with partisans of change; holds that societies with widely distributed power are more democratic and egalitarian
State-Centered Theory: shows how the state structures political life independently of the way power is distributed among classes and other groups at a given time

	
	Pluralist
	Elite
	Marxist
	Power Balance
	State Centered

	Power Distribution
	Dispersed
	Concentrated
	Concentrated
	Concentrated
	Concentrated

	Main Power Holders
	Various Groups
	Elites
	Ruling Class
	Upper Class
	State Officials

	Base of Power
	Holding Political Office
	Controlling Major Institutions
	Owning Substantial Capital
	Owning Substantial Capital
	Holding Political Office

	Main Basis of Public Policy
	The Will of All Citizens
	The Interests of Major Elites
	Capitalist Interests
	The Balance of Power Between Classes, etc.
	The Influence of State Structures

	Influence of Lower Classes on Politics
	Yes
	No
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Sometimes



Relative Deprivation: intolerable gap between the social rewards one thinks they deserve and the social rewards the expect to receive
Resource Mobilization Theory: idea that social movements emerge only when disadvantaged people can marshal the means necessary to challenge authority
Frame Alignment: process by which individual interests, beliefs, and values either become congruent and complementary with the activities, ideas, and goals of the movement or fail to do so

Civil Citizenship: right to free speech, freedom of religion and justice before the law
Political Citizenship: the right to vote and run for office
Social Citizenship: right to a certain level of economic security and full participation in the social life of the country by means of the creation of the modern welfare state
New Social Movements: (post 1950s) attract a large number of highly educated people in the social, educational, and cultural fields and universalize the struggle for citizenship
Universal Citizenship: extension of citizenship rights to all adult members of society and to society as a whole

Summary
-democracy involves a two-way process of control between the state and civil society
-a society’s level of democracy depends on the capacity of civil society to influence the state (that capacity increases as power becomes more widely distributed)
-pluralists acknowledge democratic politics are about negotiation/compromise and ignore how advantaged groups have more political influence
-elite theorists acknowledge advantaged people have more political influence but ignore how variations in the distribution of power influence political behaviour and public policy
-power-balance theorists focus in the effect of changes in the distribution of power in society but ignore that state institutions and laws also affect political behaviour and public policy
-state-centred theorists emphasize the affect of state institutions
-widely distributed power is associated with success of labour parties/policies that redistribute wealth
-social movements do not emerge when relative deprivation spreads (according to research)
-people will rebel when bound by close social ties to similarily feel wronged and when they have the money/other resources to protest
-frame alignment is needed for social movements to grow
-SM grow when activities, goals and ideologies of the movement are congruent with interests, beliefs, and values of potential recruits
-over time, the struggle for citizenship rights has broadened (free speech to whole peace and security)
-the developing worlds focuses more on ensuring basic human rights (esp freedom from colonial rule and freedom for independent economic growth)

Chapter 4: Gender and Sexuality

Sex: refers to being born with distinct male or female genitalia and a genetic program that releases either male or female hormones to stimulate the development of one’s reproductive system
Sexual Orientation: refers to the way a person derives sexual pleasure, including whether desirable partners are of the same or a different sex
Gender: encompasses the feelings, attitudes, and behaviours that are associated with being male or female as conventionally understood
Gender Identity: refers to the identification with, or a sense of belonging to, a particular sex, biologically, psychologically, and socially
Gender Roles: comprise the repertoire of behaviours that match widely shared expectations about how males and females are supposed to act
Transgender: when gender identity does not exactly match the sex assigned to them at birth (blur widely accepted gender roles by, for example, cross dressing)
Transsexuals: identify with the opposite sex from that assigned to them at birth, causing them to change their appearance or resort to a sex-change operation
Sexuality: involves actions that are intended to produce erotic arousal and genital response
Sexual Scripts: are assumptions that guide sexual behaviour by telling us whom we should find attractive, when and where it is appropriate to be aroused, what is sexually permissible, etc.
Compulsory Heterosexuality: the assumption that individuals should desire only members of the opposite sex
Queer Theory: denies the existence of stable sexual orientations and argues that when we use terms like “heterosexual,” “gay,” “lesbian,” etc. we are adopting official or as least socially acceptable labels that fail to capture the fluidity and variability of people’s actual identities and performances

Essentialism
Essentialists: observe M/F differences in sexual scripts, the division of labour at home and in the workplace, mate selection, sexual aggression, jealousy, promiscuity, infidelity, etc. (they interpret these differences as natural and universal)
-Brain Structure: men are more logical, females more emotional (based on LR hemispheres)
-Sociobiology: Wilson says all humans instinctively want to pass on their genes (over time, masculine and feminine behaviours became genetically encoded), also men are aggressive and possessive while women are greedy because men want casual sex and women need to protect their offspring (# sperm vs # egg)
Sociobiology: variant of essentialism; holds that all human beings instinctually want to ensure that their genes get passed on to future generations; however, the different reproductive status of men and women means that they have had to develop different adaptive strategies; this gave rise to ‘masculine’ and ‘feminine’ patterns of behaviour that presumably became genetically encoded because of their adaptive value
-Freud: everyone is obsessed with having a penis (=power), Oedipus complex
-Problems: 
---ignore historical/cultural variability (in some cultures men are nurturing)
---ignores gender differences are declining (females like science too)
---research by essentialists is often flawed, ignore variations in gender groups (aggressiveness varies w/in each gender, its on average men are more aggressive)
---exaggerate the degree to which gender differences are unchangeable (gender differences often depend on social conditions)
---ignore role of power (male dominance)

Social Constructionism: main alternative to essentialism; argues gender differences are not the product of biological properties (chromosomal, gonadal, hormonal), but gender and sexuality are products of social structure and culture
-gender inequality developed because:
---long-distance warfare and conquest (societies that gave primacy to fertility and creator goddesses was invaded by civilizations who were based on patriarchal social structure and gave primacy to male warriors)
---plow agriculture (men became more powerful socially because they “worked” and women “stayed at home”)
---separation of public and private spheres (men no longer work on “family farm”, they move out to public office while women stay at home)

Constructing Gender Through Socialization
Primary – boys and girls are praised for doing things within stereotypical gender roles, play with “boy” or “girl” toys
Secondary – feminine and masculine roles continue to be reinforced in school, male friendship based on activities, female friendships focus on sociability and attractiveness
Mass Media – reinforces gender stereotypes

Quid Pro Quo Sexual Harassment: involves sexual threats or bribery used to extract sexual favours as a condition of employment decisions
Hostile Environment Sexual Harassment: involves sexual jokes, comments, and touching that interfere with work or create an unfriendly work setting
Sexual Pluralism: assesses sexual acts only by their meaning for the participants

Summary
-sex refers to biological differences between males and females
-gender refers to the attitudes, beliefs, and behaviours that we commonly associate with each sex
-it is popular to trace the origins of masculine and feminine gender roles to biological differences between the sexes, most sociologists focus on the ways in which gender is socially constructed
-3 major sociohistorical changes have led to the development of gender inequality: long-distance warfare and conquest, plow agriculture, and the separation of public and private spheres during early industrialization
-conscious sexual learning begins in adolescence in the context of firmly established gender identities
-although we receive little formal training regarding sexuality, sexual relationships tend to be male-dominated as a result of the character of gender socialization and men’s continuing dominant position in society
-the social construction of gender and sexual scripts has defined standards fo beauty that are nearly impossible for most women to achieve. This contributes to widespread anxiety about body image, leading in some cases to eating disorders
-gender inequality and sociocultural context that justifies and eroticizes male sexual aggression contribute to the widespread problem of male sexual violence
-the mass media reflect and reinforce the relationship between heterosexuality and male domination
-social constructionism encourages sexual pluralism, which assesses sexual activities in terms of the meanings of the acts to the participants

Chapter 14: Deviance and Crime

Norms: rules that prescribe standards of everyday behaviour
Deviance: the breaking of a norm
Crime: breach of the criminal law that is liable to prosecution and punishment
Criminal Justice System: comprises the social institutions charged with the task of apprehending, prosecuting, and punishing known offenders

John Hagan’s 3 Measures of Seriousness
1) how harmful the act in question is deemed to be
2) how much agreement there is that the behaviour in question is wrong
3) the severity of the sanction, or punishment, imposed on that behaviour


Consensus Crime: involves criminal acts that are generally agreed to be seriously harmful, wrong, and deserving of a severe penalty (ie murder, rape, violence w/ a weapon)
Conflict Crime: involves criminal acts that are subject to disagreement about their wrongfulness, the amount of harm they cause, how wrong they are, and how severely they should be punished (ie euthanasia, gambling, prostitution, drug use)
Social Stigma: damaged reputation or status
Labelling Theory: argues that public identification of individuals as criminal or deviant leads to more crime or deviance by those individuals
Social Constructionism: broad theoretical perspective concerned with the subjective meanings of social problems
-Constructionist: “why has hate crime become a new crime problem?” Objectivist: “what characteristics form a person who commits hate crimes?”
-constructionists study noncriminal deviance (binge drinking, lap dancing, prescription drug abuse) while objectivists study criminal deviance (murder, sexual assault, armed robbery)
White-Collar Crime: crime committed by high-status people in the course of their occupational careers
Recidivism: repeat offending, particularly following punishment or rehabilitation
Dark Figure of Crime: # of criminal incidences that take place but are unknown to the police
Self-Report Studies: respondents report about their involvements with crime and deviance as offenders and victims
Observational Studies: information about crime and deviance is collected by observing it
Street Crime: refers to conventional violent and property crime, it is often contrasted with white-collar crime
Racial Profiling: selective enforcement of the law based on racial or ethnic characteristics of those apprehended by police officers
Strain Theory: argues that people are pressured into breaking rules because they have few opportunities to succeed in life by legitimate means
Differential Association: theory proposes that criminal behaviour is learned through contact with other individuals and groups
Control Theories: argue that crime and deviance are likely to occur when internal and external controls are weak or absent
Routine Activities Theory: argues that in addition to a motivated offender, criminal events require a suitable target and the absence of a capable guardian
Moral Panics: extreme reactions to crime and deviance
Deterrence Theory: argues that the threat of punishment discourages criminal violation
Certainty Principle: component of deterrence theory that argues that it is the probability of punishment, rather than its severity, that dissuades potential offenders from breaking the law

Summary
-while crime and deviance are universal phenomena, there are no universal forms of crime and deviance (what counts varies by time, place, and seriousness)
-crime and deviance can be studied as objective behaviours and social constructs
-official counts of crime and deviance underestimate the actual amount occurring in society (there in an inverse relationship between seriousness and frequency)
-homicide rate is generally regarded as a more valid measure of criminal activity
-Canada’s crime rate has been declining and there are significant variations in rates across the country
-to reduce reliance on official crime stats self-report and observational studies have been developed as additional data sources
-age and gender are important correlates of crime, however they do not imply causation
-historically, female deviant and criminal activities have been ignored or sexualized
-concern about youth crime has always been prominent
[bookmark: _GoBack]-imprisonment and other deterrence-based policies are common but research suggests they are not effective in reducing crime levels (other strategies focus on prevention)
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