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Research Question
Has our society adapted enough that marijuana should be fully legalized, for both medicinal and recreational use, in Canada?
Media Article Used to Choose Topic
MacQueen, K. (2013, June 10). Why it's time to legalize marijuana. Macleans.
Proposal
Marijuana has been a large and important part of Canada’s culture for centuries. Coined by many as the super plant, it has a variety of uses ranging from recreational purposes, all the way to medical uses.  Although it is heavily used as a recreational drug to experience a psychological high, marijuana has been, and remains illegal in Canada since 1923. According to a study recently posted by the Huffington Post, 13% of Canadians over the age of fifteen admitted to have using this drug within the past year. With such a large number of Canadians openly admitting to using cannabis within the past year. We must ask ourselves, why is this seemingly harmless plant still illegal and prohibited in Canada, when majority of our society’s attitude toward the plant has changed? Marijuana was made illegal in nineteen twenty-three due to a moral panic created by a group of moral entrepreneurs for their own benefit, however, as we have evolved, and continue to research both the positive, and negative effects of this plant, we as a society have slowly started to accept the use of this drug into our culture (Harvey 2007).  Originally feared for its potential harm on mental health, recent studies have proven the plant to be much less harmful than originally thought (Green 2000: 40-49). As we have started to learn more about the long-term, as well as short-term, effects of marijuana use, it has become clear to many that there are many substances being consumed that are more harmful to our health than this natural plant. For example, many substances, such as alcohol, are legal within our society, but pose a much greater risk to our health. But because our society has accepted these substances as a part of our culture, they remain legal, although they are poisoning those who use them daily. My essay will use many of these sources and studies in an attempt to show how society is slowly accepting that this plant could actually be beneficial to our society. Our culture has simply changed and has begun to accept the use of cannabis. Many people are supportive of the legalization of marijuana simply because of the potential revenue that could be made through the legal sale of marijuana (Caputo 2000: 2-8). With this revenue, this could help deal with a variety of social issues such as increasing available funds for schooling, as well as increasing the amount of revenue that could be reinvested into healthcare. Along with the potential revenue from the regulation of sales, many Canadians are starting to see the absurd amount of money that is spent on enforcing marijuana prohibition. If this plant were to be legalized, this could help control Canada’s increasing prison population and fix many social issues involving our increasing incarceration rate. With a vast majority of Canada having a new attitude towards the seemingly harmless drug, the Canadian government should have no choice but to at least consider fully legalizing marijuana for both medical, as well as recreational use (Caulkins 2012: 1-8).  
Thesis
	A large part of our society has come to accept the use of marijuana for a variety of purposes, and because of this the Canadian government should alter the outdated laws and fully legalize the use of both the recreational use, as well as the medical use of marijuana within Canada.
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