Lecture 2- Discipline of sociology					January 16, 2015

Reading
· According to sociologists, many of the things we do are processes that extend beyond our individual choices, and are rooted in the structural conditions of the social, political and economic order in which we live
· Accordingly, one of the roles of sociology is to uncover these structural conditions
· To this end, systematic research and a value free approach is applied

Sociological inquiry
· Structural aspects of society are enduring patterns of social relations and institutions
· Society is organized through these ‘patterns’ within which individual and group action is carried on

Sociological imagination
· Defined as “…the ability to see the relationship between individual experiences and the larger society”
· More than homo economics, as Mills argued, need for extrapolation, compilation, rumination on the understanding that humans have of their own society, of their own place in the world, cosmos, humor etc. 
· Eg: drinking tea – act of healthy living, tradition, type of drug (caffeine), social activity –there are a variety of theoretical perspectives 
· Examples:
· Personal trouble: when a person commits suicide, there are likely personal and private reasons for it
· Public issue: suicide may also be a result of a variety of social reasons: lack of social cohesiveness, poor education 

Sociology 
· Emmanual joseph Sieyès (1748-18360 first coined the term
· Used late by A Comte
· Like Xenophanes, sociology attempts often to distinguish between, and analyze

Development of sociological thinking
· Classic origins go back to ionic beginnings: Aristotle and Plato
· Growth of the natural sciences in the 17th-18th centuries, beginning of the process of applying scientific principles to the analysis of society
· Especially applicable after the Industrial Revolution

History of sociology
· Post enlightenment, post French revolution 
· Academic sociology emerges after and in response to, rationality, modernity, capitalism, urbanism
· Industrial revolution and emergence of capitalism are crucial, as new rules, new populations, problems: physical, psychological and social
· Western world, at the time 

Early thinkers
· Auguste Comte (1798-1857) 
· Popularized the term sociology and considered the founder
· He believed that societies contained:
· Social statics- forces for social order and stability 
· Social dynamics- forces for conflict and change 
· Natural science applied to society 
· Positivism 
· Facts must be observed, but observation and understanding require theory
· Comte’s emphasis on the interconnectedness of social elements was a forerunner of modern functionalism 
· Montpellier: 3 stages (social development):
1. Theological phase: blind belief of gods and spirits
2. Metaphysical phase: justification of universal rights as being on a vauntedly higher plane than the authority of any human ruler to countermand
3. Positive phase: people could find solutions to social problems and bring them into force despite the will of God, science started to answer questions 
· Harriet Martineau (1802-1876)
· Made Comte’s work more accessible  (translated and edits)
· Analyzed political economy, reviewed current works
· Until recently, she received no recognition in the field of sociology, partly because she was a woman in a male-dominated discipline
· She was an active sociologist studying social customs and consequences of industrialism and capitalism 
· She examined religion, politics, childbearing, slavery, gender
· Staunch supporter and friend of Charles Darwin and an avowed secularist

· Karl Marx (1818-1883)
· Believed that history is a continuous clash between confliction ideas
· Conflict was necessary in order to produce social change and a better society 
· Class conflict: the struggle between capitalist class and the working class
· Bourgeoisie: comprises those who own and control the means of production (capitalist class)
· Means of production: refer to the tools, land, factories, and money for investment that form the economic basis of a society
· Proletariat: comprises those who must sell their labor because they have no other means of livelihood (working class)
· Capitalist system made poverty 
· Capitalist class controls and exploits the masses of struggling workers by paying them less than the value of their labor 
· The results in workers- Alienation: a feeling of powerlessness and estrangement from other people and from oneself 
· Marx predicted that the workers would become aware of its exploitation and overthrow the capitalists, creating a free and classless society 
· Hugely influential in sociology, conflict studies, anthropology etc.


· Max Weber (1864-1920)
· Emphasized cultural and political factors are key influences on economic development and individual behavior 
· Economic systems are one but not the only source for change
· Value free sociology: research should be conducted in the scientific manner and should exclude the researcher’s personal values and economic interests 
· He realized that sociologists could not be totally value free, so they should employ Versthen- (“understand” or “insight”) to gain the ability to see the world as others see it
· Famous for his study of bureaucracies and religion 

· Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)
· Believed that people are a product of the social environment and behavior cannot be fully understood a=by biological or psychological traits
· Societies are built of social facts- patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person
· Durkheim set up the first European departments of sociology in 1895 
· Early focus on religion and society
· Believed that rapid social change produced strains in society and this would lead to thee breakdown in traditional organizations, values and authority and would increase Anomie- a condition when social control become ineffective as a result of the loss of shared values and a sense of purpose in society
· Advocate of the scientific approach to examining social facts
· He was the first to publish a statistical study: he explored the relationship between anomic social conditions and suicide

Contemporary theoretical perspectives
· Functionalist
· Conflict 
· Feminist
· Symbolic interactionist
· Postmodernist

· Ervin Goffman (1922-1982)
· Symbolic interactionism 
· Was a major social theorist who analyzed how we shape and compartmentalize our experience of the world of objects and events around us, and how the experiencing and acting self can be compartmentalized 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Goffman and interactionism
· Dramaturgical analysis, multiple acts in multiple contexts from multiple actors
· Social order is constructed through meanings embodied in interaction
· Front back stage (personal space and public space)
· Cultural/bodily signals form behavioral patterns of chaos (where to look, queue, stand, stare, act, think?)
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