Lecture 6 -sociological research methods 2			January 30, 2015

The research process
· The scientific method: ask a question, research existing sources, formulate a hypothesis, design and conduct a study, draw conclusions, report results
· Work out a design: researcher must decide how to collect more information, whether survey, questionnaire, participant observation etc.
· Define the ‘problem’: an example then more specifically 
· Review the evidence: what have other researchers undertook, are there discrepancies, contradictions, errors, assumptions, lacunae (a gap) etc.
· Formulate a hypothesis: an idea regarding the data, formulated so that the data gathered either provides evidence for or against hypothesis 
· Carry out the research, interpret the results

Surveys and variables
· Survey research involved some type of sampling
· From a population (those persons we want to find out about)
· Sample: people selected from that population
· Representative sample: a sample that is like the population
· Random sample: persons are selected by chance or randomly 

The conventional or quantitative research model
· Some problems
· Validity: the extent to which a study or research instruments accurately measures what it is supposed to measure
· Reliability: the extent to which a study or research instrument yields consistent results 
Experiments 
· Defined: a carefully designed situation in which the researcher studied the impact of certain variables on subjects’ attitudes or behavior
· Experimental group: subjects who are exposed to an independent variable 
· Control group: subjects who are not exposed to the independent variable 
Example of content analysis in media and depictions of ‘race’
· Content analysis is used by sociologists to investigate the content 
· Used to explore the content of various media in order to discover how particular ‘races’ are presented
· It is a statistical exercise involving categorizing the depiction of ‘races’ and counting the number of times types of depictions appear
· A basic content analysis might count the number of minutes people of color appear on the screen and in what light
· Content analysis reveals some of the patterns of behavior that underlie the way ‘races’ are portrayed in the media 
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