You say: “That’s not so specific”
· The conclusion is what the speaker wants the audience to accept.
· The premises state reasons for the audience to accept that conclusion.

Inference: The process of reasoning from premises to conclusion
Three Consideraations
· Length of arguments
· Arguments and disputes
· Good and Bad Arguments
Recognizing Arguments
· Inference Indicatiors (p.5)
· Implicit Premises and Conclusions
· Questions, Commands, Exclamations, Exhortations
Premise Indicators
[bookmark: _GoBack]“We should bring an umbrella, BECAUSE IT IS RAINING.”
· Premise indicator words are followed by a premise

· Examples of premise indicator words:
· Since, because, for, for the reason that, seeing as, as implied by, the reason is that, on account of the fact that, given that, or, due to the fact that.
· “We should go back to Joe’s Diner, because we had fun there last week.”
· “We can expect Dad to be late, since he’s always late when he stops at Canadian Tire.”

Conclusion indicator words are followed by a conclusion.
“It is raining, SO WE SHOULD BRING AN UMBRELLA.”
· Examples of conclusion indicator words:
· Therefore, hence, consequently, we may conclude, it follows that, this entails that, which shows that, here are some of the reasons why, thus, so, ergo
· “The quiz is tomorrow, so we should study.”
· “I got sick last time; therefore we shouldn’t go back to there.”
Conjunctions join sentences and should not be mistaken for inference indicators.
· And, but, also, nevertheless, besides, in addition
Sometimes authors leave out one or more premises (or sometimes conclusions) when they make an argument.
Thise often happens because the author considers it to be obvious, or granted by the reader.
Arguments that have implicit premises or conclusions are called enthymemes
· Burger king advertisements. “The bigger the better the burgers are better at Burger King”

If something is left out, then the receiver (listener, reader) of the argument needs to fill in the blanks. More interpretation is needed by the listener, reader.
· Any premise made explicit must somehow support the conclusion.
A hidden premise is noticed when we see a gap in reasoning from premises to conclusion.
· The conclusion relies on the unstated claim(s), and so that claims needs to be made explicit to evaluate the strength of the argument.
Examples: Blue implicit yellow explicit
· Golf is a very difficult game to play well, but it is not a sport. It does not require footwork, speed, stamina or quick reflexes. (Unstated premise)
· All forms of expression are constitutionally protected (Unstated premise)
· An atheist is someone who denies theistic claims. (Conclusion)
· Many of us become very attached to our animal friends that we come to think of them reasoning in the way we do, the fact is without language nothing can reason in the full sense. And dogs, cats horses and other animals cannot have genuine language. (2 claims) (Conclusion: Animals cannot reason in the full sense)
Simple and Complex Arguments
· Simple arguments: have one inference from a premise or premises to a conclusion.
· Intermediate conclusion: a claim that is supported by other claims or claims, but that itself also provides support for a further conclusion.
· Complex argument: has more than one inference
In more detail (with implicit premise in italics):
· Happiness is desired by everyone.
· Anything desired by everyone is desirable.
· Happiness is desirable. (1,2)
· We should seek that which is desirable.
· We should all seek happiness. (3,4)
Analyzing Arguments
Goals:
· Showing the structure of arguments
· Strategies of analysis
Showing the Structure of Arguments
· Arguments may deal with difficult subject matter, be stated in obscure language, or be long and complex. This chapter will give us the tools necessary to analyze arguments.
· The goal is to reach the point where we can evaluate arguments, asking questions such as “are the premises true” or “is the inference logically successful?”
· To analyze arguments, we will put them into standard form.
Standard Form
· Arrange the claims so the premises come before the conclusion they support. Do this for intermediate conclusions and final conclusion.
· Number the premises and the conclusions in the revised order.
· After each conclusion, write the number of the premise(s) that support(s) it. (p.15)
· All men are mortal. Socrates is a man. Therefore, Socrates is mortal.
· For the purposes of this class, we should pick out the conclusion first, then order the premises. 
· All men are mortal.
· Socrates is a man.
· Socrates is mortal.
We can employ a diagram to show the connections among claims in complex arguments.
Premises are independent if they offer separate reasons for the conclusion.
Premises are dependent if they offer related reasons (of they depend on the form of the argument) for the conclusion.

You should read Sartre. Existentialism confronts the nothingness at the core of our existence, and Sartre is a good writer.
· Existentialism confronts the…
· Sartre is a good writer.
· You should read Sartre. (conclusion)
These premises are independent. 
There is no notion more ambivalent than that of “freedom.” With very few exceptions, no philosophy, no political ideology, has ever been presented as anything other than an exercise in liberation. 
· With very few…
· There is no notion more ambivalent than that of…
Strategies of Analysis
· Indicators and contect
· Identify inference indicators
· Consider the larger text
Two Special Problems
· Arguments and explanations
· Conditionals (if…then…), Disjunctions (either…or…) “unless”
· Each one of these makes only one claim
· I didn’t bring an umbrella. If the rain stops, then I won’t get soaked walking home. The rain stopped. I won’t get soaked walking home. 
1. If the rain stops, then I won’t get soaked walking home.
2. The rain stopped.
3. I won’t get soaked walking home.
1. Ed must either save money during the school year or work all summer.
2. He did not save money during the school year.
3. He will work all summer.


