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The sociological imagination is the concept of thinking in a broader spectrum, looking at society as a whole when presented with an issue, rather than examining the focused issue at hand. It can also be defined as a form of enlightened thinking: the capacity to see an issue or situation from different or unbiased perspectives. The sociological imagination is useful in examining Canadian society, as solutions can be reached if issues in Canada today are examined in a wider scale. For example, one of the biggest issues facing Canada today is immigration. Immigrants make up a significant portion of the workforce, since they are brought in based on favourable traits ("Immigrate to Canada"). An individual may one day walk into a small shop owned by an immigrant family, and may wonder whether immigration is beneficial or harmful to Canadian society. One perspective of an individual thinking with a sociological imagination is that the Canadian immigration point system, established in 1967, ensures that a majority of new immigrants are well qualified to join the workforce and contribute to the nation’s economy and well being ("Immigrate to Canada"). The individual would then broaden his/her standpoints and consider the conflicting side: that immigrants are sometimes sponsored by family members, and do not enter the country as beneficial parts of the workforce. The issue would then be taken to a yet larger spectrum, which would beg the question, “Does Canada need to increase or decrease the number of annual immigrants?”.
	The sociological imagination can be applied to all thoughts and ideas, and plays a role painting a clear image of a, namely Canadian, issue. It can also be used as a tool to appreciate another individual’s status in Canadian society. For example, a Caucasian male who descends from an upper class family could not understand what Canadian life is like for a female descending from a minority, lower class family. The Caucasian male clearly stands at an advantage over the female in race, gender, and social status. He could attempt to think with a sociological imagination to view the female’s life with an unbiased perspective, but would not be able to do so because of his privileged upbringing. This shortcoming in the sociological imagination may initially seem as a disability, but ultimately serves as a humbling aspect of the Caucasian male’s perspective. Since he cannot imagine life as a lower class citizen, he grows grateful of his privileges, and his use of his sociological imagination gives him a greater appreciation of life through not his ability to understand, but his inability.
	Ravelli and Webber (2013) affirm that the sociological imagination allows one to shift standpoints from small scale personal concerns, to large scale public concerns. The Canadian healthcare system is one of the most admired in the world, as individuals do not have to pay for healthcare out-of-pocket, but rather through insurance and government premiums. A Canadian citizen might ask why dental and eye exam costs are not included in health insurance coverages. Using the social imagination, the individual could then answer his inquiry by widening his perspective of his personal issue, limited healthcare coverage, to a nationwide issue, the burden that the Canadian healthcare system places on the country.  Many citizens are unaware of the difficulty and cost of maintaining a free healthcare system, a system which is deemed unsustainable for the long term.  The Canadian government was forced to cut back on healthcare costs in order to sustain the current system, essentially excluding all but basic healthcare procedures from its offered insurance coverage plans. The cause of a personal concern can be identified by examining the issue with a wider perspective.

A form of enlightenment, thinking with a sociological imagination is a form of critical thinking and analysis. This higher thinking allows the thinker to see Canadian society as the sum of its parts, as an interconnected, interwoven web of social structures. These structures, through a sociological imagination, are revealed to be beneficial and harmful to society. One example would be the racial differences that may cause inconsistencies in society, with one cultural group opposing the practices of another. These differences may initially seem as a breeding ground for violence and conflict, but with a sociological imagination and perspective, the issue may change into the very aspect of Canada which makes it a great nation: a cultural mosaic. The cultural mosaic in Canadian society stems from the ethnic differences between Canadians. What was once reason for civil war and disrupt has become a beautiful part of the country’s identity. The sociological imagination allows an individual to view issues in brighter light, and to see the positives in the negatives, and vice-versa.
	In conclusion, the sociological imagination is a useful tool in broadening one’s perspective on Canadian issues, as well as a tool for one to learn to appreciate other cultures in Canada. The sociological imagination serves as a critically analytic thought process to identify the root of problems in Canadian societies, as well as providing unbiased, two-sided reasoning for personal and public concerns. Thinking critically allows individuals to grow more in touch with the world around them by making connections from personal measures, to national and global measures.
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