Chapter 2: The Human Environment

1. Distinguish between the 4 classifications of resources.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

· Continuous resources: resources that will never run out (solar energy, wind, tidal energy)

· Renewable resources: resources that naturally regenerate so long as they are not damaged (plants, animals, clean water, soil)

· Non-renewable resources: resources which are available in specific places and only in finite quantities (fossil fuels and other minerals, some ground waters)

              HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

· Extrinsic resources: all aspects of the human species which are renewable (people, their skills, abilities and institutions)

2. Resources are simply a cultural appraisal of the material world.

3. All environmental issues result from? A mismatch between extrinsic resources and natural resources: they stem from people deliberately or inadvertently misusing or abusing the natural environment.
4. What are the 5 drivers underlying environmental issues? Demographic, sociopolitical, economic, scientific and technological, cultural and religious
5.  What aspect of the world’s population is widely recognized as one of the most clear cut drivers behind the impact on the environment. Growth in the global human population
6. As population grows we use more resources and create more waste.

7. What is the “Malthusian perspective”? Population growth would eventually outstrip food production and lead to famine, conflict and human misery for the poor as a consequence
8. When did the human population reach the first billion population? 1804
9. What are the two most significant changes in human history? Dramatic transformations in population and technology (the agricultural revolution and the industrial revolution)
10. Why are cities of such concern? The high level of resources used by city dwellers has been fuelled by extending their resource flows or ecological footprint
11. How is the growth of our economies fueled? By the use of resources and there are numerous cases of degradation that has occurred as a consequence such as deforestation, pollution and loss of biodiversity
12. Who are disproportionately responsible for environmental issues? Why? The wealthiest few but at the other end of the spectrum the poorest are also accused because there are clear imbalances.
13. Distinguish between the reasons for environmental degradation on the part of the rich and the poor. The impact of the wealthy is driven by their intense resource use and overconsumption of resources. The poor may degrade the environment because they have no other option.
14. What are the two perspectives on the relationship between technology and population growth? One view sees technological developments are a spur to population growth, agricultural innovations provide more food per unit are and enable more people to be supported. The second sees technological change as a result of human inventiveness reacting to the needs created by more people
15. How could population growth and resource use actually be good for the environment? Any problems created by increasing population will be countered by new innovations that ease the burden on resources by using them more effectively
16. How can technology be both good and bad for the environment? a new technology being tried and tested can be found to have undesirable consequences but conversely technology is not environmentally damaging by definition since technological applications can be designed and used as a mitigating force in many cases in response to a previous undesirable impact
17. What are the 4 human induced imbalances? Ownership and value, exploitation and dependency on the global scale, exploitation and dependency on the national scale and intergenerational inequalities
18. Explain the “Tragedy of the Commons” theory.  Resources under common ownership are prone to overuse and abuse for this very reason
19. Does common ownership always result in environmental degradation? Why or why not? Only if traditional rules for the control of resource use break down for some reason. Reasons include migration, changes in ownership rights and population growth
20. Give an example of the economic inequality that is present at the global level.
· Economic dimension: debt trap, commodity prices, global capitalism
· Political dimension: security, arms sales, tied aid, geopolitical power
· Social dimension: environmental refugees, western culture consumption
21. How is debt related to this inequality? Many poorer countries are in debt to the countries and banks of the rich world and many less developed countries rely on a limited number of exports
22. What are the two positions on TNC investment in developing countries? An engine of growth capable of eliminating economic inequality and a major obstacle to development
23. At the national scale the inequality that often exists is best seen in the which divide? Rural/urban divide: cities are centres of power, although they also typically contain a poorer underclass in both rich and poor countries
24. Why are the poor and disadvantaged both the victims and agents of environmental degradation? The poor, particularly women tend to have access only to the more environmentally sensitive areas and resources. They therefore suffer from productivity declines due to degradation such as deforestation or soil erosion
25. Explain what is meant by the intergenerational inequalities that exist. As wealthy, powerful groups exploit available resources on the global and national scales, the inheritance of future generations if compromised
26. Distinguish between the following school of environmental thought: Cornucopian; market based approaches; environmental Keynesianism; Limits to Growth; Deep Ecology; Gaia hypothesis; Ecofeminism. 
· Cornucopian: any problems easily solved by human ingenuity and the market economy, but no major problems perceived

· Market based approaches: emphasis on the use of market based instruments to internalize environmental externalities and tackle sources of market failure

· Environmental Keynesianism: emphasis on the employment creation potential of public expenditure on environmental protection

· Limits to growth: promotion of scientifically based public policy and the need to control both population and economic growth

· Deep ecology: preservation of wilderness areas and public policy modelled on intrinsic values of nature

· Gaia hypothesis: promotion of homeostatic and sustainable policies

· Ecofeminism: domination and destruction of nature seen as a consequence of women’s oppression by men
27. What is TEK? Traditional ecological knowledge of indigenous people, accumulated over generations living in a particular environments, provides valuable additional sources of information about ecosystem conditions and sustainable resource management
