Does the Carleton campus encourage segregation or unity?
[bookmark: _GoBack]When looking around the Carleton campus, it quickly becomes apparent that the student population is made up of people with various backgrounds. A university aims to make it easy for it’s students to network, and this is a challenge especially because they must include both international students and Canadian students. It is possible to see how Carleton does this by using spatial segregation, spatial arrangements and the activities that it organizes for the students. This essay will argue that although Carleton’s campus is constructed to encourage student interactions, the events organized by the university still segregate them.
Carleton’s main approach in creating a strong community for its students is by isolating the entire campus from the rest of Ottawa. There is an obvious spatial segregation that is seen which separates the people who are attending the university from the residents of the city. The distinct area of the campus acts as a physical frame to contain the people who are at university to get an education. This could be compared to Delaney’s example when she refers to the Berlin Wall by saying it wasn’t just a structure that separated East from West, but separated people with different perspectives (Delaney 2011:46). The same type of spatial division can be seen in both places for similar reasons; both of these unify people with similar views. 
An isolated campus also makes more of a welcoming environment. The majority of students are completely new to the city, which may lead to them experiencing a state of culture shock. It is easier for them to reach out however because the student community that surrounds them is a community that includes people with the same experiences that can empathize with them. To help tackle the problem however, Carleton focuses more on the structure of the campus where it groups it’s residence buildings together. This spatial arrangement encourages more student interactions, as you will always need to go past another residence building. If you’d like to go to the cafeteria for a meal for example, you would have to go into the Glengarry House, which increases the likelihood of you interacting with somebody you know. We can see that the structure of the campus does affect the students and encourages them to be more social.
Events that are organized by the university are held with the intentions of promoting interaction between students, however, the international students and Canadian students are still segregated. International students often group together, which is not a surprise as their levels of culture shock are relatively higher. They overcome it by grouping to create a sense of belonging in a completely foreign place. 
Carleton also organizes many events for all students that brings them together, but the difference in culture is what prevents people moving out of their comfort zones and meeting someone different to them. North American culture is completely different to the culture in other parts of the world. Delaney states, “the culmination of orientation weekend is a football game”(Delaney 2011: 8). Many of the international students are unaware of how much importance this game holds in terms of building community and miss the opportunity of connecting with North American students. 
Even though there are several events where all students can take part in, it seems as though the university is encouraging the international students to stay in their comfort zones. This may be due to the culture gap, and as a result, networking of the two sets of students is made increasingly difficult despite the welcoming environment of the university.
Carleton does well to encourage networking on campus using the physical space. However, the culture gap between the international students and Canadian students is the main reason the events that are organized by university do not work. 
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