Article 2 Questions
Development and the environment: a false dichotomy

Q1:
How does population growth affect the environment?

Increased demand for goods and services and increased needs for livelihoods and employment puts pressures on natural resources. Also, an increase in population results in an increase in waste – putting stress on earth’s assimilative capacity
p. 26

· Expand on how population effects…
· Agriculture – less arable land, fallow period, fertilization, mining
· Overgrazing, deforestation, depletion of water resources

Q2:
Investing in female education has been shown to yield highest returns of development in regards to reducing population growth. What are some of the reasons for this outcome?

Educated females are more likely to participate in the labor force, marry later in their lives, have fewer children, raise healthier families, are more likely to educate their children, and are more productive at home and work. 

· What other factors do you think are necessary to decrease population growth?
· Income rise
· Child mortality decline
· Education and employment increase (especially women)
· Family planning (contraceptives) 
· This decrease in population will benefit people of developing countries in their homes and in their ecology.

Q3:
The UN states that the poor are both the victims and agents of environmental damage, can anyone elaborate on this statement?

They are victims because:
· They live in rural areas that are environmentally fragile (mining dumping in water source – no alternative sources of water)
· Rely on the national resources (livelihood and employment) and rarely have legal control of these resources.
· More exposed to environmental health risks such as pollution and emissions from industrial accidents 

They are agents because:
· Cultivate in unsuitable areas
· Soil degradation
· Deforestation
· Day-to-day survival adds pressure on the poor to overwork their land causing future degradation and further issues. Reducing this pressure would have better results in the future. How is it that this pressure can be reduced?
· Access to credit
· More access to better technology
· Land rights – they more likely to be cautious with their own land.
· p. 31

Q4:
What does the concept of sustainable development entail?

Simply put, sustainable development is development that lasts. Economic development today does not necessary mean that the development will stay – especially if it comes at a cost of pollution, land degradation and resource depletion. 

Essentially, current generations should meet their needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs.

· Improve soil fertility
· Reforestation
· Environmentally friendly crops
· Technology investment
· Sustainable alternatives
p. 34

Q5:
Issues often arise when the renewable resources such as water and air are saturated with waste and emissions. This has many adverse affects such as deterioration of ecologies and poorer quality of health to those who are exposed. Does anyone know the main reason as to why these resources are not taken care of?

Shared resources such as water and air are accessible to everyone but

Q6:
Some believe that the natural process of economic growth and population growth will inevitably result in hurt the environment – due to the increasing requirements for resources, and increased production of waste and emissions. What are your thoughts? Do you agree or disagree, and do you think that this outcome can be avoided?

The UN states that there are 4 factors that can play an important role to compensate for these possible consequences:
· Structural change: the goods and services that are produced
· Efficiency: using resources in the most efficient manner
· Substitution: choosing substitutions for resources that are becoming scarce
· Cleaner technologies and management practices

Q7:
Can anyone explain the concept of the treadmill of production?

Private capital converts the ecosystems into profits through trade. Some of these profits are reinvested into ecosystem, but the remainder of the profits is spent growing the operations. This growth intensifies the ecological degradation.

Ecological degradation comes in the pursuit of profit. This is because the rate of usage out-paces the resource efficiency gains.

Pg. 217

Q8:
Globalization has generally been seen through a good light. What are some of the issues that this transnational tilt has brought to developing countries?

The transnational tilt has resulted in an increase of consumption, production, and corporate access to ecosystems and resources. This has strengthened the economy of developed countries and results in further ecological degradation.

Since the developed countries have greater access to developing countries’ environments, the treadmill of production gains more momentum; increasing natural resource additions and withdrawals.
Pg. 218

Q9:
This results in a relationship of unequal exchange between the industrialized countries and non-industrialized countries.

Unequal exchange is the asymmetrical power relationship between industrialized countries and non-industrialized countries where the non-industrialized countries give more due to political-economic relations.

Obtaining ecological resources from peripheral countries is an important engine for core countries. It degrades periphery countries and allows for core countries to implement socio-ecological regimes of production.

Q10: Besides the resource rich ecologies, why do corporations produce in these non-industrialized countries? 

Corporations choose to produce in non-industrialized countries because the non-industrialized countries organize themselves to attract foreign direct investment out of necessity. The non-industrialized countries have less strict import/export regulations, less taxes, labor regulations, and environmental regulations.
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