Honour Killing 
Do “unacceptable” behaviours suggest that honour killing should be taking place? 
On June 2009 at the bottom of the Rideau Canal the bodies of three sisters, Zainab, 19, Sahar, 17, and Geeti Shafia, 13, and Mohammed's childless first wife, Rona Mohammed Amir, were discovered.
After a long strenuous series of hearings and proceedings, the jury reached a verdict in the murder trial. These innocent girls and young women were said to have been brutally murdered by members of their own family. On trial for this ruthless murder were Mohammed, the father and husband of the feeble four, Tooba Yahya, the mother of these girls, and Hamed, the brother. All members pleaded not guilty during the trail. 
Regardless of their denials and pleads of innocence many found it challenging to believe they had nothing to do with these deaths. Evidence was clearly shown during the trail which indicated that the daughters received regular abuse as they were seen to ‘shame’ the Afghani Canadian family name with their overly Western behaviour. The girls aspired to be much like their Canadian peers desiring the prospect of having boyfriends and other western associated elements. For some members of the family this was seen as nothing but disgraceful and despicable, so much so, that it gave them the urge and willingness to put an end to everything.  If they were to somehow survive the attack, all were prepared to finish the job off properly. Even after all the evidence was presented, they still continued to plead their innocence. They stated that the deaths were tragic, horrendous but probably due to some horrific accident. The oldest daughter was said to have ‘stolen’ the car to go for a drive. A debatable argument after this questioned why the eldest daughter would go for such a drive with her two sisters and the first wife at this time of the day?

According to CBC News, radio and the web, the jury in the trial determined a verdict some 15 hours after they were charged. Once the jury arrived with the news, the Shafias were said to be nervously looking around. The father was seen to repeatedly look over this shoulder, possibly searching for his other children who had been watching the trail. Once asked the judge, Justice Robert Maranger, the jury declared them “guilty on all four charges”.  The Shafias slumped in dejection at this verdict, the father comforting his son, Hamed, who was weeping When asked if they had anything to say about this verdict,  they all once again insisted that they were not guilty, and that the verdict was nothing but unjust. 
All three members of the Shafia family on trial, after being found guilty as charged on all four charges of first degree murder, were sentenced to an automatic life sentence with no chance of parole.
This sentence will most definitely send a message to those who come to Canada believing that they can bring all their criminal behavioural baggage with them. This will tell such backwards, murderous, "honour killers" that their crimes will be found out, and they will face the full force of her Majesty's Canadian Criminal Justice system. 
There is a clear message to all immigrants from this: leave antiquated murderous theologies and social customs at home. They are not welcome in Canada, and will be punished, as the verdicts and sentences resulting from this trial have shown the world.
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Dear Editor:
Traditionally Honor Killing is an offence or murder to save honor in which family members are usually the victim. This practice had been in existence for a long time in many different communities and countries, especially in immigrant countries. What persuades parents from a specific culture to murder their own children, especially daughters is the dishonor they bring upon the family by deviating from cultural values. 
4 female members of Shafia family were murdered for the honour of their culture and values. Whether we call it homicide or murder, there should be an intent and reason. In Shafia case there is no other motives for the killing except deviation from traditional life style.  The father of the Shafia family was not pleased of his daughter’s life style and how they started adapting to the western culture. He called them many shameful names such as filthy and rotten children.
Some of the tapes that were produced in the court revealed that it was a well calculated plot by Mohammad Shafia and not just some traffic accident. It is mentioned that the occupants of the car could have been long dead even before the car was pushed in the water. 
The Shafia case guilty verdict is a right step going in the right direction to imply that all domestic violence must be eradicated. In some countries female victims of such actions don’t end up getting the justice they deserve. Canada needs to show all those who are still primitive and tend to follow this cultural trend, those actions will lead to severe consequences. Families from different ethical culture in northern societies should learn from the outcome of Shafia case and refrain from committing such a crime. This heinous crime is neither morally nor ethically supported. 
