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1.
Fragment.

A sentence must have a subject and verb (in a tense), and it must make sense by itself.  
If any one of these three conditions is not present, you have a fragment.


incorrect:

Sitting in the airport, looking at his watch.


correction 1:
He was sitting in the airport, looking at his watch.   


correction 2:
Sitting in the airport, looking at his watch, he was starting to  



get impatient.

 2.
Comma splice.

A comma is not enough to separate two independent clauses in a row.


incorrect:

Some people take an interest in celebrities, others don't.


correction 1:
Some people take an interest in celebrities.  Others don't.


correction 2:
Some people take an interest in celebrities; others don't. 


correction 3:
Some people take an interest in celebrities, but others don't.


correction 4:
Although some people take an interest in celebrities, others don't.

3.
Run-on sentence.


Similar to a comma splice, but it's worse because the comma isn't even there.


incorrect:

Some people take an interest in celebrities others don't.


corrections:
(same four corrections as above).


Note:  

If you repair a run-on with a comma, the sentence is still incorrect and





the error is a comma splice.

4.
Dangling modifier.


It's not clear who's doing what.  The right subject has to be doing the action.


The introductory phrase has to describe the subject of the main clause, which usually


comes right after the comma.


incorrect:

By draining the pipes, the water will go down more easily.





(The water isn't going to drain the pipes.)


correction 1:
If you drain the pipes, the water will go down more easily.


correction 2:
By draining the pipes, you will help the water go down more easily.


correction 3:
Draining the pipes will make the water go down more easily.

5.
Negation not transfered.








p. 2


In English, we usually say "I don't think" followed by a positive idea, not "I think"


followed by a negative idea.   This only works for "I don't think",  "I don't believe"


and "I don't feel" = "I don't think".


incorrect:

We think the procedure shouldn’t be done by this method.


correct:

We don't think the procedure should be done by this method.

6.
Incorrect parallel form.

Ideas that are similar and related should be in the same type of grammar structure.


Revise the incorrect parallelism to make the structures match.


incorrect:

Here is a fact sheet describing the product and which contains




 
frequently asked questions.


correction 1:
Here is a fact sheet describing the product and containing





frequently asked questions.


correction 2:
Here is a fact sheet which describes the product and contains





frequently asked questions.

7.
"Is when" construction.


A noun or pronoun can't be "when".  Change the verb "to be" to "to occur", "to


take place" or "to happen", or revise so as to put a noun after "to be".  The sentence


can also sometimes be rewritten a completely different way.


incorrect:

Revision is when you correct and improve your draft. 


correction 1:
Revision takes place when you correct and improve your draft.


correction 2:
Revision is the process of correcting and improving your draft.

