Search Strategy

My topic of choice was the connection between urban revitalization and gentrification. I already knew that the main idea was that with urban revitalization comes an unavoidable increase in prices, which attracts more high-income people. However, I also knew that I needed to find articles that not only explored the effect that one had on the other but also why it is important for community designers and developers to consider both when making changes to a community.

I started by searching worldwide library archives off of Dalhousie’s Libraries search engine (http://libraries.dal.ca/). It provided me with a long list of peer-reviewed articles containing the keywords I needed—urban, renewal, revitalization and gentrification. For each article that looked relevant, I read its “Abstract” section to make sure it discussed my topic. I was able to pick out several articles this way, including but not limited to Lampe’s “The role of gentrification in central city revitalization” and Uzun’s “The impact of urban renewal and gentrification on urban fabric: three cases in Turkey.”

Once I had exhausted the different combinations of keywords that I could think of, I found that I had only five out of six articles, none of which had been published in the last year. I then decided to look through each of the articles’ references to find a list of articles that considered the relations between urban revitalization and gentrification. With this strategy, I managed to find two more peer-reviewed articles that I could use.

Unfortunately, I was still missing an article that had been published within the year. Luckily, I stumbled upon a link that allowed me to check what articles had cited the articles I had already found. It was a very useful reverse reference list. I was able to find more current articles that explored my topic, and from those I picked the one that was the most pertinent to my topic, that being Zahirovich-Herbert’s “The effect of new residential construction on housing prices.”
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