Week 1: Intro to Theory
Levels of Abstraction (what the theories are trying to explain)
1) Macro-theories: explains social structure and its effects. Is broad in their scope. 
· Ie. Focus on the rate of crime such as anomie and conflict theories, rather than the criminals themselves. Macro-theories never talk about individual behaviour.
2) Micro-theories: explains how individuals become criminal. Their explanations can range from purely social to psychological or biological.
· Ie, social learning theories.
3) Bridging theories:  theories that don’t fit into the category of macro or micro.  These tell us both how social structure comes about and how people become criminals.
· Ie. subcultural theory or differential opportunity theory
Paradigm: a framework for social theory and includes an integrated set of assumptions, beliefs, and models of doing good research. There are three major paradigms.
1) Positivist: scientifically based, it believes in scientific method and tries to find a set of causal laws that can be used to predict general patterns of human behaviour.  ie. Lombroso & the atavistic criminal (born not made)
· Challenges to this paradigm: human behaviour is not mechanistic and is content sensitive, human reality is multi-faced, pure objectivity is impossible, and researchers are not indifferent to what they study.
2) Interpretive: the purpose is to try to understand people and human experiences by listening to their stories because the reality is different for each person. Nature of reality is a social/human construction. 
· It is related to symbolic interactionism which rests on three premises: 
· humans act towards things based on the meanings those things have for them, the meanings of things arise out of social interaction, and meanings are created and changed through a process of interpretation
· challenges to this paradigm: gathering data this way is time consuming
3) Critical: the purpose is to study the social world in order to transform it.  It believes in structural and cultural inhibiting forces. Reality is multi-layered and complex, but exists.  It believes in bounded autonomy; free will, choices, and decision making are not unlimited, rather, they stay within restricted boundaries of options that are culturally and materially derived. It Is based on conflict and assumes conflict exists in society.
Other classification schemes
· Classical theories
· Focus on legal statutes, governmental structures, and the rights of humans
· less concerned with traditional scientific notions of testability and more about the essence of the human condition
· Structural theories
· Focus on the way society is organized and its effect on behaviour
· These are also sometimes referred to as strain theories.
· Processual theories
· Explain how people become criminal and do not emphasize social structure
· Consensus theories
· These are based on the assumption that there is agreement among people in a society, or at least that common values are held
· Conflict theories
· These are based on the assumption that there is little agreement and that people hold conflicting values
· These usually account for differences among social classes
Explanations of Crime
Spiritual explanations of crime: believe events result from the influence of otherworldly powers. God indicates who is innocent and who is guilty. There is conflict between absolute good and absolute evil.
Natural explanations of crime: these make use of objects and events in the material world to explain a phenomenon.
1) Scientific theories: a type of natural explanation that make statements about the relationships between observable phenomena, and thus are falsifiable.
2) Causation in scientific theories:  A theoretical explanation about why events occur and how things work expressed in terms of causes and effects.  All scientific theories in criminology make causal arguments.
· Causation has four elements; correlation (can be negative or positive), theoretical rationale (explains coherently why two things correlate- they must be correlated theoretically), time sequence (determines the direction of causation), and the absence of spuriousness (eliminating all other plausible alternatives).
· We use causal theories to gain power over the world in which we live by finding out the causes of what we desire and influence those causes to get what we want.
· making a conclusion that a causal relation exists is always a statement about probability and never an assertion of certainty
· Natural explanations gained popularity in the 18th century when the industrial revolution gave rise to a new class that questioned many of the political/church practices
· This is the birth of science in criminology & started with Beccaria
Criminological Frames of Reference
Classical
· humans are intelligent and rational beings and act in their own best interests
· Crime is a result of free will after the pros and cons of the act is weighed by the individual
· Criminologists would try to design a system of punishment focused on deterrence
Positivist
· human behaviour is predetermined by factors beyond individual control
· Free will does not exist
· Criminologists try to determine causes of criminal behaviour through biological, psychological, and social factors
The behaviour of criminal law
· Crime and criminal characteristics are determined by how the criminal law is written & enforced
· Criminologists try to explain why some behaviours are defined as criminal while other similar ones are not, as well as why some people are officially defined as criminals while others who behave similarly are not
Week 2: Classical and Positivist Theories
The Classical School 
·  the first systematic effort to explain crime and criminal behaviour that moved away from pre-18th century beliefs in supernatural explanations of crime and human behaviour
· Human ability to reason, observations, and experiences, provide the tools for explaining the world
· Crime is a result of free will and includes anything that breaks the social contract
· Classical theorists advocated a contract system; people as rational beings would calculate the pleasure of their behaviour against the pain of punishment, and if a criminal code specified punishment then this would deter crime
· Its correctional ideology is deterrence
· Major theorists include Beccaria and Bentham
Cesare Beccaria
· The founder of the classical school of criminology
· His beliefs are based on the assumptions of liberal philosophy
· Humans are rational beings and weigh the costs and benefits of their behavior
· Individuals should give up the right to use force to the state
· The state should punish those who make rational decisions to transgress the law and to take away their freedom or property
· Law must limit when, why, and how, the state can use force
· There must be laws in place that oversee the function of the government
· In his work “on crimes and punishment” he advocates for utilitarianism- the greatest happiness shared by the greatest number of people
· Root word utility- law must be utilized in a way that allows happiness for the majority
· He classified crimes into three general categories
· Some crimes directly destroy society or the person who represents it
· Some crimes injure the private security of a citizen in his or her life, in the citizen’s goods, or in the citizen’s honour
· Some crimes are disruptive of the public peace and tranquility.
· He believed that crime should be measured by its harm done to society (harm done to the social contract)
· For Beccaria the gravest crime was tyranny and ignorance because it aimed at immediate destruction of society
· He explained the origin of laws similar to the social contract; when a society is formed men created laws to enjoy peace and safety while also introducing punishments to prevent people from acting in ways which would return society into its original chaos
· He said that law must  be written clearly so that all can understand the criminal code
· He challenged the authority of judges; he said they aren’t to make law as that is the legislators duty, they are only there to interpret it and determine whether the action conforms or does not conform to the law
· He said that proof of crimes can be perfect (excludes the possibility of innocence) or imperfect (doesn’t exclude the possibility of innocence)
Beccaria on Punishment
· The purpose of punishment is deterrence; to make the strongest and most lasting impression on the minds of men and inflict the least torment on the bodies of criminals
· He advocated hedonism (the pleasure-pain principle) meaning that evil must only exceed the advantage that was derived from the crime
· Punishment must be prompt, certain, and proportionate in that the crime and punishment should be linked
· The punishment should be in conformity to the crime, However, he did not advocate severe punishment such as the death penalty because he believed a moderate certain punishment would make a stronger impression than will fear of a more severe one combined with hope of impunity unless this person poses a threat to society or to the greater good
· ie. Terrorists should receive the death penalty
Critiques of Beccaria
· in stating that people are free willed, he assumes that crimes are planned and that criminals calculate the costs of their crimes before committing them
· In the examples of street crimes and most murders we can see that this is not true
· He assumes everyone experiences the pleasure of crime and the pain of punishment the same
· He also assumes that everyone is aware of the prescribed punishment for each crime which is also untrue as during the 18th century most people were still limited in their access to education and books
Jeremy Bentham
· An English contemporary of Beccaria who also advocated utilitarianism in most of his writings. 
· The greatest happiness of a nation could be achieved by establishing universal security, guaranteeing basic survival, maximizing abundance, and reducing inequity as much as possible
· It is the role of the government to promote the happiness of society by punishing and rewarding
· On punishment he also believed that it should be certain, prompt, and no more than necessary
The Positivist Theory
· This comes with a shift in thinking and a break from the prior schools of thought; there is now a new reliance on science and scientific investigation
· Medical and physical science discovered an increasing number of ways in which human beings were not self-determining (don’t always act on free will)
· It believes in determinism; that human behaviour was influenced by factors outside the control of the individual
· Criminal behaviour is imposed on people by biological and environmental factors
· This approach searches for the causes of criminal behaviour scientifically
· Making observations, collecting data, and finding causal relationships
· Social order features a social hierarchy present that did not exist in the classical theory
· The cause of crime is a result of an individual’s psychological, social, and/or biological makeup
· No one cause is solely responsible for crime, they are all related
· Ie. Race & crime: certain races were lower on the social hierarchy of the time and seen to be more primitive than others. Predominance of crime in other countries is due to race
· density of population & crime: with a high density of a race certain crimes increase such as property crimes, robbery, fraud, and certain ones decrease such as homicides due to increased supervision
· Alcoholism & crime: it is inherited degeneracy. The only disease that can itself cause criminality
· Education & crime: illiterate criminals commit more savage crimes compared to the more cunning crimes of educated criminals, however we should not educate the ordinary criminal unless it is accompanied by special training to correct their instincts because it would merely make them more powerful/dangerous
· Wealth & crime: great wealth and great poverty correlate with crime. Wealthy people commit different crimes from people in poverty and commit them for different reasons such as vanity and ambition as opposed to satisfying needs
· Criminals are atavistic 
· Correctional ideology is in rehabilitation and prevention
Lombroso
· A physician in the military and in hospitals, he studied the physical and physiological differences among soldiers, the insane, and the criminals
· His method is based on scientific method and heavily influenced by Darwinism
· He concluded that criminals are biological “throwbacks” (atavistic) from primitive races and share primitive features
· Women are biological throwbacks; compared to men they are not as developed or intellectual as men
· He believed female criminals are the worst type of criminals
· The reason why we see more male criminals than female is because women are deceptive and hide it/neutralize their defects through motherhood, sexual coldness, etc.
· Lombroso claimed that the mentally ill (epileptics, specifically to his study) during their seizures may commit murder or other crimes although not as often as born criminal, but are not responsible for their actions
· Criminaloids were any criminals in which the “disease” of epilepsy was much milder.  They committed crimes of a lesser degree than the born criminal
· Criminality was not manifested in them; a healthy environment and training can prevent the criminaloid from yielding to dishonest and criminal impulses
· Criminals by passion are the antithesis of the born criminal; they commit crime that stems from altruism and is noble and powerful such as for love or politics
· He believed that crime could be solved by correcting or rehabilitating the criminal, not punishing them
· He thought the positivist school demonstrated the uselessness of prison
Critiques of Lombroso
· His research methods are flawed because he observed the physical and behavioural characteristics of people in the military and asylums and created it with only one other researcher
· It is said that he drew fallacious conclusions based on leaps of the imagination
· Racist & sexist
Frances Alice Kellor
· Criticized Lombroso saying that since he often studied criminals by race, his findings could not be generalized
· She is remembered as the first American using a positivist perspective to challenge lombroso’s conclusions on physical stigmata as the primary determinant of criminal behaviour
· Her own works focused on the study of women criminals
· She looked at both individual physical and psychological characteristics and sociological dimensions
· The former she researched by measurements and observations, the latter by questions, records, home visitations, officials, and observations of criminals in a group
· She asserted that environmental conditions influenced the nature of crimes committed
· The crimes of blacks aren’t different from whites, but their manners of commission vary
· Black crimes are simpler in execution and are a result of uncontrolled impulses as opposed to planning and patience in execution
· She found that many married women were incarcerated which signaled to her domestic troubles and a struggle for existence
· Kellor performed her psychological tests on women by using the kymograph which is similar to the lie detector
· Her findings showed few differences between criminal women and college women
· Although she used a positivist approach, she set the groundwork for conflict theory as she interpreted differences among women based on class and race
Week 3: Social Ecology and the Chicago School
The Chicago School
· 1920s post WWI rapid social change took place as the city began to massively expand
· Based on the positivist school of thought; empirical data collected qualitatively and quantitatively
· It was the first time anyone looked at crime delinquency rates based on police reports
· They took the data and compared it to communities that didn’t have high rates of crime
· The researchers in Chicago got people engaged in extracurricular activities, in education, etc. all projects to help reduce the rates of delinquency
Film: Return to Regent Park
· Regent park was a slum of Toronto
· in 1953 it became a subsidized regional housing project as they believed that if you organized the community you could prevent antisocial behaviours
· it became Canada’s largest housing project, home to over 10,000 people
· former mayor says it was the building planners that set up regent park for its high rates of delinquency
· the community seems to be cut off from anything that surrounds it
· the redevelopment of regent parks hopes to incorporate stores, etc. and make it a part of a bigger community
· at the heart of the parks issues are economic problems
The Theory of Human Ecology
· Ecology is the study of plants and animals in their natural habitat and in their relationship to each other
· Symbiosis is the living together of different species to the mutual benefit of each other
Park and Burgess
· Applied the concepts of ecology to communities
· Park viewed the city as super organism
· cities were environments like those found in nature, governed by many of the same forces of Darwinian evolution that affected natural ecosystems
· an example of a force would be competition for resources such as land
· the competition or forces would lead to divisions of the urban space into “natural areas”  in which people shared similar social characteristics because they were subject to the same ecological pressures
· They are where different types of people lived, where they had an “organic unity” of their own
· ie. Musicians in high school tend to gravitate towards each other
· Those who share a place; One takes over the other one and grows
· ex. Little Italy, Chinatown
· They made use of an ecological model to study society and how it’s formed
· Invasion (powerful species wins)
· Conflict for dominance
· Compromise by the weaker species
· Assimilation
· Creation of new order
· They argued that rapid social change brings conflict, disorganization, and crime
· Cities expand from the centre into zones
· They identified “natural” areas of deviance between the zones
· There was unprecedented social change post WWI
· Chicago’s population doubled every ten years in 50 years thus rapid social movement 
The 5 Zones
· Central Business district (centre)
· Transitional zone (oldest of the city)
· Recent immigrants, Deteriorated housing, Factories, Abandoned buildings, Hope to work to move in to zone 3, Project housing
· This is where crime was concentrated
· Working class zone
· Relatively modest
· Single family tenement, apartments
· Residential zone
· Single family home
· Pools, big garage, tennis courts
· Commuter zone
· Suburbs
· Each zone is expanding and taking over the other ones
· The transitional zone is the most neglected and where the most crime occurs
· Looking at the zones can determine the rate of crime
· the individual is not responsible for the crime; the environment itself sets the stage for criminal activity to occur
· Broken window theory explains that how the physical structure is what determines crime
· this theory is all about modification of the physical environment to deter criminals
Research in the “Delinquency Areas” of Chicago
Shaw and McKay
· Crime and juvenile delinquency were not randomly distributed in the population; high delinquency rates were caused by the types of neighbourhoods in which youth grew up
· Social disorganization, not biological or psychological factors, was responsible for crime
· juvenile delinquency has its roots in the dynamic life of the community, their daily experiences shape patterns of behaviour
· Shaw defined the problem of delinquency as stemming from youth becoming “detached from conventional groups” rather than biological and/or psychological abnormalities
· They applied human ecology to study the process by which this “detachment” occurred
· First by analyzing the neighbourhood a then compiled extensive “life histories” to find how they relate to their environment
· They Identified that most delinquents came from zone 2 (transitional zone)
· Neighbourhoods with high rates of crime were adjacent to areas of heavy industry, condemned buildings, and a decrease in population
· There were high rates of crime in areas of low economic status
· There is a dependency on social welfare and high infant mortality
· Areas with high crime rates were associated with higher concentration of foreign-born and African Americans
· In 1884: 90% of the population was German, Irish, English, Scottish
· In 1930: 85% Czech, Italian, Polish
· They determined that delinquents are not different from large numbers of persons in conventional society
· In delinquency areas “the conventional traditions” were largely disintegrated 
· In impoverished communities the conventional institutions become weak and a value system supportive of crime is nurtured
· Criminal influences are difficult to uproot; once delinquent traditions take hold they are transmitted from one generation to the next typically through interactions in neighbourhood peer groups
· Delinquency is accepted by approved form of conduct
· There are many opportunities for delinquent activities: drug dealing, prostitutions, purchase of stolen goods; lack of jobs and successful employment
· Delinquency starts at young age as a part of play (ie. Toy guns)
· Young kids are also exposed to older kids and learn the skills of delinquency (continuity of tradition, it will transfer from play to reality)
· Official social control cannot stop this process
· The delinquent comes to identify with the criminal group at later stages in life
Differential System of Value
· Communities with low rates of delinquency:
· There is generally uniformity and consistency of conventional values and attitudes about child care and conformity to law
· There is desirability of education and leisure-time activities for kids
· Conformity to conventional values is expressed in the presence of associations and clubs
· “cognitive landscape” is what’s available to these children; what their exposed to and who they come into contact with; same attitudes that they have
· Communities with a high rate of delinquency:
· Delinquency develops as a powerful way of life
· Presence of high number of delinquents and evidence of success
· There are competing values in the communities
· Social isolation is not a choice
· There is racial inequality which comes as a result of political decisions
· “ghettoizing” minorities and as a result of macro-sociological changes such as the mass movement of jobs
· Wherever there is higher police presence, there are increased charges
· Ie. Somalian’s in project housing
Analytical Framework
· Human nature: 
· We are governed by freewill yet constrained by social factors
· Social order	
· Society is a conglomeration of competing communities
· There is general consensus but conflict is inevitable
· Causes of crime is that society is ultimately responsible for criminality
· If we changed the social and physical conditions, crime could be reduced or increased
· Definition of crime and image of criminal 
· Criminality is caused by rapid social change
· Criminal is not different and is like any other human being (cannot tell from their race, or language, just the environment they grew up in)
· Correctional ideology believes in modification of the environment
Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Areas
· Shaw and Mckay’s theory is said to paint too nice of a picture of communities outside the inner city; delinquency is commonplace among youths in all communities and not just ghettos
· This theory has important policy implications; if community disorganization is the main source of delinquency then the solution to crime is to organize communities
· This lead to the Chicago area project
· The Chicago area project involved creating recreational programs, improving physical appearance of the neighbourhood to reduce signs of disorder, using community residents to counsel the neighbourhoods youth
· The effectiveness of the project is unknown but it signifies insight that is relevant today
· Interventions that ignore community dynamic will be limited in their ability to prevent the onset of criminal conduct
· Variations in rates of delinquency correspond closely with variations of economic status in communities
· High rates of delinquency are also more present in communities that do not have uniformity, consistency, or universality of conventional values or attitudes
A Theory of Race, Crime, and Urban Inequality
· Social isolation underlies the crime-inducing cognitive landscapes that flourish in inner cities
· Cognitive landscape refers to the ability to “conceive” crime.
· For people in affluent neighbourhoods where there is relatively  no violent crimes for youth to witness, violence is not a conceivable option for youth to use to solve their own disputes and is therefore not a part of their “cognitive landscape”
· Social isolation refers to the lack of contact or of sustained interaction with individuals and institutions that represent mainstream society
· Macro-social patterns of residential inequality give rise to the social isolation and ecological concentration of the truly disadvantaged, which in turn leads to structural barriers and cultural adaptations that undermine social organizations and hence the control of crime
· The goal of macro level research is not to explain individual involvement in criminal behaviour but to isolate characteristics of communities, cities, or even societies that lead to high rates of criminality
· The combination of urban poverty and family disruption concentrated by race is severe; the “worst” urban contexts in which whites reside are considerably better than the aver context of black communities
· What Wilson has labelled “concentration effects” represents these patterns, and is defined as the effects of living in a neighbourhood that is overwhelmingly impoverished
· These effects are created by the constraints and opportunities that the residents of inner-city neighbourhoods face in terms of access to jobs and job networks, involvement in quality schools, availability of marriageable partners, and exposure to conventional role models
· Macro-structural factors have combined to concentrate urban black poverty and family disruption in the inner city
· These factors include racial segregation, structural economic transformation and black male joblessness, class-linked out-migration from the inner city, and housing discrimination
· The most important determinant of the relationship between race and crime is the differential distribution of blacks in communities characterized by structural social disorganization, and cultural social isolation, both of which stem from the concentration of poverty, family disruption, and residential instability
· The concept of social disorganization may be seen as the inability of a community structure to realize the common values of its residents and maintain effective social controls
· The structural dimensions of community social disorganization refer to the prevalence and interdependence of social networks in a community and in the span of collective supervision that the community directs toward local problems
· The social disorganization approach is grounded in the “systemic” model where the local community is viewed as a complex system of friendship and kinship networks, and formal and informal associational ties are rooted in family life and ongoing socialization processes
· When formulated this way social disorganization is clearly separable not only from the processes that may lead to it but also from the degree of criminal behaviour that may be a result
· Our theoretical framework linking social disorganization theory with research on urban poverty and political economy suggests that macro-social forces interact with local community level factors to impede social disorganization
· The ecological segregation of communities gives rise to cultural disorganization
· Cultural disorganization is the weakening of societal cultural values
· Ie. In structurally disorganized slum communities it appears that a system of values emerges in which crime, disorder, and drug use are accepted or expected
Week 4: Crime and Social Learning Theories
· Created by Sutherland
· It is rooted in the idea that humans act in reference to their environment and emphasizes the learning process claiming that criminal behaviour is learned
· This represents the first theory of this kind in criminology
· Criminal behaviour is learned through interaction with others in a socialization process
· The focus is on individual and social psychological factors
· The learning process involves learning the techniques of crime, which can be simple or complex, and learning the motivations and rationalizations for criminal behaviour
· Learning motives and rationalizations is important because for an individual to internalize criminogenic motives they must be learned in a context where the commission of crime is viewed in favourable terms
· The intensity and frequency of interaction is also important in explaining criminal activity
· The amount of time a person is exposed to particular definitions and at what point the interaction began has a massive influence on the learning process In impoverished communities the conventional institutions become weak and a value system supportive of crime is nurtured
· This theory falls within the positivist paradigm
· Social context in which it developed
· Great depression/prohibition
· Sutherland determined that criminality was not innate because he saw people both rich and poor committing crimes
· Certain laws create new groups of criminals; ie. someone drinking alcohol during prohibition
· Sutherland challenged the social disorganization theory (Chicago school)
· he said criminality cannot be explained as only a product of physical and social conditions because some people in affluent neighbourhoods still committed crimes
· Tarde’s laws of imitation influenced his theory
· This theory opposed Lombroso  and said that people imitate one another in proportion to how much close contact they have
· inferiors imitate superior and new “fashion” replaces old “custom” (newer criminal behaviour replace the older ones)
Analytical Framework
· Human nature is an empty vessel
· Human behaviour is the result of socialization
· Behaviour = socialization + situation + group value
· Sutherland was influenced by the father of social interactionism
· Image of the criminal is not different from noncriminal
· Causes of crime is the association with other delinquents
· Correctional ideology believes in re-socialization, re-education, modifying behaviour, a rewards system
Differential Association Theory
· Developed by Edwin Sutherland
· Didn’t believe that the Chicago school explained why crime still existed in affluent neighbourhoods
· He explained the process by which he believed a person comes to engage in criminal behaviour
· it is called differential because two people can grow up in the same neighbourhood and one may be criminal and one may not be
Process of becoming criminal:
1. Criminal behaviour is learned like any other behaviour
2. Criminal behaviour is learned in interaction with other persons in a process of communication both verbal and nonverbal
3. The principal part of the learning of criminal behaviour occurs within intimate personal groups
· Different people/things exert different amount of influence
· Ie. Family members vs. acquaintances
· Criminality doesn’t develop merely by living in criminogenic environment; it requires active participation (wanting to be like the criminal)
4. When criminal behaviour is learned, the learning involves the techniques of committing the crime, which are sometimes complicated and sometimes simple, and the specific motives, drives, rationalizations, and attitudes
· One learns behaviour (techniques) and interpretation (drives and attitudes)
5. The specific direction of motives and drives is learned from definition of legal codes as favourable or unfavourable
· Reference group determines individuals commitment to behaviour
6. A person becomes delinquent because of an excess of definitions favourable to the violation of law over definition unfavourable to violation of law
· Behaviour is learned through a surplus or deficit of definitions supporting or rejecting that behaviour
· This is the principle of differential association
7. Differential association may vary in frequency, duration, priority, and intensity
· Number of times 
· Length of each time
· how often the delinquent is in interaction with the other group
· Age; at what age the interaction happened
· Lawful/delinquent behaviour may persist throughout life if learned in early childhood
· Importance of groups
· values placed on the source of a criminal or anti-criminal
8. the process of learning criminal behaviour by association with criminal and anti-criminal patterns incorporates all the mechanisms that are involved in any other learning
· criminal behaviour/law abiding behaviour; process is the same but content is different
9. although criminal behaviour is an expression of general needs and values, it is not explained by those general needs and values, because noncriminal behaviour is an expression of the same needs and values
· criminal and non-criminals have the same motives for engaging in opposite behaviour such as the means in which they secure money; criminals wills steal while non-criminals will work for their money
· being intimate with criminal groups and holding criminal values higher than noncriminal values is what differentiates criminals from non-criminals
· aspects of social organization affect the associations a person has and thus their likelihood of being exposed to delinquent behaviour
· a high crime rate is due to differential social organization	
· crime is rooted in the social organization and is an expression of that social organization
Modification to Differential Association theory
· Differential reinforcement (Burgess & Akers)
· Sutherland wasn’t specific with the process of learning
· Operant learning: positive and negative reinforcement
· Positive=rewarded for behaviour
· Negative=punished for the behaviour
· Glaser criticized Sutherland by saying the theory was overly mechanistic
· There is no account for individual choices; It assumes because the individuals are in another group and wants to be like them (it is a bit deterministic)
· Differential identification; strong identification with someone not an intimate relation
· Ie. Celebrities, media, may have a stronger influence on an individual than someone they’re in close relation to
· Techniques of neutralization (Skykes & Matza, 1957)
· Individuals neutralize unconventional, deviant norms and values
· Individual drift between criminality and conventional behaviour (lessen their responsibility)
· Deny responsibility
· “I didn’t do it/wasn’t my fault”
· Deny injury
· “I wasn’t hurting anyone”
· ie. Shoplifting, vandalism
· Deny victim
· “well he/she had it coming/it was their fault”
· ie. used in targeting homosexuals
· Condemn the condemners
· Counter attack/condemn the authorities
· ie. The law is useless
· Appeal to higher loyalties
· You did it for your political views, family, gang, etc.
Becoming a Marihuana User 
· Howard Becker (1953)
· Used a practical example of the DA theory
· Behaviour is not caused by traits in the individual or biological predisposition
· Conception of activity/experience changes
· It reinforces commitment to behaviour or away from behaviour
· Marihuana smoking is a learned behaviour just like any other behaviour
· It happens in a group when it starts and it happens in an intimate close group
· The motive and drive behind smoking marijuana is to get high
· Process of learning
· Techniques of use would be Inhalation and regulation of intake
· effects must be produced
· Motives to use and interpretations of use would be recognizing symptoms as a high and understanding reactions as pleasurable
· As soon as high is recognized as pleasurable, behaviour is reinforced and use is continued
Critique
· This application is overly deterministic 
· “contamination through exposure”
· It is untestable
· It depoliticizes crime
· Does not take into account structural issues; the focus is on the individual going through the process (all the systemic problems in our society, ie. Race, ethnicity, etc.)
· Situational opportunities
· When a person is facing certain situation it depends on their social/cultural factors that might make them behave a certain way
Week 6: Functionalism & the Theory of Anomie
Emilie Durkheim (1858-1917)
· He focuses on society, its organization, and its development (not just population)
· There is a focus on the institutions of society
· Its social structure and the norms and values of society
· “social facts” independent of the actions of individuals and external to individuals
· Ie. Rules, regulations, religious beliefs, legal codes of a society
· Analyzing social facts enables us to describe social phenomena and how they come into place
· Ie. Suicide as a social phenomena
· Durkeim said suicide was the result of “normlessness”
· Different societies give rise to different structures, different beliefs and values, and thus different behavioural patterns
· Societies are organized by their division of labour
· His theory falls under the sociological positivist perspective 
Context
· His theory was a reaction to the classical assumptions that humans were free and rational beings in a contractual society
· He was influenced by the industrial revolution and thus focused on the massive urbanization that was going on as a result
· He was also influenced by the French revolution and the social and political upheaval that came as a result
Collective Conscience
· Refers to a set of beliefs and sentiment common to a whole society.  It shapes and regulates our behaviour as an independent, powerful, external force.
· Its function is to create uniformity in society (the majority shares common beliefs)
· However, In every society there will be individual differences among its members
· The collective conscience may be found in every culture as all societies demand at least some degree of uniformity from their members
· Thus there is no such thing as a totally organic society
Crime
· Anything that goes against the norms and values of a society
· is functional, normal, useful, and inevitable, to society
· ie. Socrates was seen as a criminal; liberal philosophy came from the ideas of people punished as heretics during the middle ages
· normal because there is no clear dividing line between what is criminal and what isn’t
· if there’s a decrease in crime then previous behaviours that weren’t deemed criminal may become criminal
· without crime there would be no possibility of social change
· social change comes from opposing the constraints of the collective conscience, and those who do so are frequently declared criminals
· Functions of crime
· It establishes boundaries
· It creates solidarity
· It reduces tensions for those who are law abiding citizens
· Innovation
Theory of Anomie
· Anomie is the disintegration of social norms/lack of social integration; a state of normlessness
· Durkheim proposed two conceptual tools in analysis of society
· Simple society: mechanical solidarity
· Pre-industrial; individuals share the same skills, work tasks, customs, beliefs, and religion
· Thus, they are not dependent on each other
· Little division of labour, solidarity is based on uniformity of its members
· Solidarity comes from the pressure for uniformity exerted against the diversity between individuals
· These pressures may range from criminal sanctions to weaker forms such as deeming a behaviour to be in bad taste
· Law functions to enforce the uniformity of the members of the social group and is thus oriented towards repressing any deviation from the norm
· Repressive justice, distancing the deviant from the collectivity
· Anyone who goes against the norms, beliefs, or solidarity of the society is punished
· Complex society: organic solidarity
· Industrial society, heterogeneous in terms of wealth, ethnicity, religions and beliefs, high level of work specialization
· Thus, we are all dependent on each other
· Solidarity is based on the diversity of the functions of the parts of the society
· Law functions to regulate the interactions between  the various parts of society (individuals, businesses, etc. and society) and provides restitution in cases of wrongful transactions (rehabilitation back into society)
· Durkheim saw all societies as being in some stage of progression between the mechanical and organic structures, with no society being totally one or the other
· Crime appears in different mechanical and organic societies
· Criminals play an important role in the maintenance of social solidarity as they are deemed inferior, so they allow the rest of the society to feel superior
· Their punishment also plays an important role as it reinforces the allegiance of average citizens to the social structure and keeps their commitment to make the sacrifices necessary for it (if criminals weren’t punished why bother?)
· Criminal sanctions are the strongest tool to maintain social solidarity
· The process of progression from an mechanical society to an organic society makes it possible for a pathological state (anomie) to occur, and this state would produce crime
· Rapid social change  breakdown of normative social controls  anomie
· Durkheim’s theory sets the stage for Sutherland’s, Merton’s, and Hershey’s theories
· The theory of anomie sees suicide as a result of anomie/lack of social integration
· Suicide rates increase in economic decline and in economic growth due to rapid change
· Society limits human appetites
· Prosperity stimulates human appetite for more due to breakdown of restraints
· He compared humans to animals
· Human appetites are limitless; the more you have the more you want
· Animal appetites are limited physically; a full stomach and a place to sleep will satisfy
· The only mechanism that can limit human appetites is human society
· During prosperous times when people gain status, you want more of that which leads to a breakdown of norms and anomie
· High rates of suicide during economic expansion
· He proposed three arguments about crime during the process of transition from mechanical to organic societies
· A greater variety of behaviour would be tolerated
· Once we moved from simple society to complex, in a complex society we have a tendency to tolerate different behaviour; what once was seen as crime may become tolerated
· Punishment would become less violent as the purpose changed from repression to restitution
· Expansion of functional law to regulate the affairs of the emerging organic society
· Law reflective of middle class values
Analytical framework
· Human nature
· Social forces play a role in determining human conduct, such as rapid social change
· Deterministic; we are controlled by forces outside our control
· Social order
· Society as a functioning “system”
· Society is a consensus whether its mechanic or organic solidarity
· Image of the criminal
· Not different from non-criminals, they are the victim of anomie
· Causes of criminality
· An anomie: disintegration/breakdown of social norms
· Correctional ideology
· Strengthening and reconstruction of social norms
· Give people enough time, organizations, etc. to recover from the social breakdown
Critiques of Anomie
· Inconsistent findings
· pre-modern societies has high level of violent crime and decline in violent crime since the commencement of modernization
· Correlates between modernization and property crime but not due to breakdown of moral values but opportunity
· Acceptance of consensus of values in society
Week 7: Merton, Anomie, and Strain Theory

Merton’s Theory

· The culture defines certain goals as “worth striving for”
· In American culture the goal is to acquire wealth (the American dream)
· Wealth is equated with personal values, social status and prestige
· Those without money may be degraded even if have personal characteristics that either culture values 
· American culture encourages individuals to seek the greatest amount of wealth 
· Believes everyone has equal chance and who do not try are labeled 
· There are two phases of social control
· Cultural Goals
· accumulation of wealth
· Institutionalized Means
· Defines, regulates, and controls the acceptable means of achieving those goals
· hard work, deferred gratification, honesty, and education
· Can everyone achieve cultural goals? 
· Means must provide some intrinsic satisfaction for all person participate in culture
· “It’s not whether you win, it’s how you play the game”
· Satisfaction comes from following means rather than the goals
· In American Culture the goal has been emphasized to a point that the institutionalized means are little rewards in themselves
· Ie. Compare a hard working individual and one who defraud … 
· The anomic tendencies inherent in the American dream both produce and are reproduced by an institutional balance of power dominated by the economy
· The result of the interplay between the basic cultural commitments of the American dream and the companion institutional arrangements is wide spread anomie, weak social controls, and high levels of crime

Anomie 

· Cultural Argument
· high rate of crime in American society
· Structural Argument
· high rate of crime in the lower classes
· This contradiction between the cultural goal and the social structure of society is anomie 
· The culture places a disproportionate emphasis on the achievement of the goal of accumulated wealth and maintains that this goals are applicable to all persons
· The social structure effectively limits the possibilities of individuals within these groups to achieve this goal through the use of institutionalized means
· The American dream tends to promote an anomic imbalance wherein the importance of using legitimate means is deemphasized relative to the importance of attaining the desired cultural goals

Mode of Individual Adaption 

· There are various ways an individual responds to anomie depending on their attitude toward cultural goals and the institutionalized means
· A person may shift from one mode of adaptation to another as they engage in different social activities
· You could be 3 of these at the same time; people change according to their goals and means
· Ritualism, rebellion, and innovation, are made possible when frustration derives from the inaccessibility of effective institutionalized means for attaining economic or other highly valued success
· Conformity
· Accepts the cultural goals and the institutionalized means
· It is the most common and widely used
· Strive to achieve wealth through approved methods of middle-class values
· Innovation
· Accepts the cultural goals but rejects the institutionalized means
· They find and create their own way to go about obtaining what they want and usually these new ways are considered to be socially unacceptable and deviant
· Is considered a pure case of anomie because it is a discontinuity of the goals/means
· Ie. White collar crime entailing fraud or income tax, most drug dealing, gambling, prostitution, robbery, etc.
· Ritualism
· Rejects cultural goals, accept the institutionalized means
· Rejects the cultural accumulation of wealth, they work hard and go to work but the goal is not to achieve accumulation of wealth
· Ie. people who work in non-profit make a minimal amount of money, honest, hard work and education
· They are not seen as deviant; most are in lower-middle class, minimum level of success
· They are okay with what they have; don’t need multiple houses or big cars, etc.
· Is considered a pure case of anomie because it is a discontinuity of the goals/means
· Retreatism
· rejects both the cultural goals and the means
· It is the least commonly used
· They could have a commitment to goals and means but see no real possibility of achieving it
· They see no possibility of accumulation of wealth so they drop out altogether
· Ie. drug addicts, the homeless
· Rebellion
· Rejection of both but a substitution of new goals and standards
· They will cease to function as a member of society (even as a criminal)
· Political or spiritual; certain ideology that they want to believe
· Ie. revolutionary hippies

Crime and the American Dreams – Structural Anomie (Reading)

· Rosenfield and Messner said Merton does not go into detail to explain what happened to American society that led to valuing the accumulation of wealth
· The American Dream is defined as a commitment to the goal of material success, to be pursued by everyone in society, under conditions of open, individual competition
· There are 4 value commitments of American Dreams that contribute to anomic imbalance:
· Achievement orientation
· “success” is the ultimate measure of social worth
· Huge emphasis on success; In line with what Merton said about how the emphasis on accumulation of wealth being so high that people do not want to compete in a sport to have fun 
· Success is hugely overemphasized in American culture
· Individualism
· You want to “make it” on your own, normative restraints are disregarded on the way to success
· Essentially doing whatever it takes to achieve success
· Universalism
· Everyone is encouraged to achieve “success” and is evaluated on the basis of individual achievement
· There is normative behavior of achievement, success, and lifestyle to everyone whether you are male or female; the same norms are applied to everyone
· Monetary rewards
· “money” is used as a currency to measure achievement
· Money is a currency for anything that we do in American culture
· Ie. before accepting a job you look at how much you get paid



The Social Institutions

· It’s important to look at how society is made up; they are looking at anomie/strain theory from a structural point of view
· Rosenfield & Messner identified 4 social institutions that are the building blocks of society:
· Economic
· organizes the production and distribution of goods and services to satisfy basic material requirement
· Food we eat, clothes we wear, etc. 
· Political
· mobilizes and distributes power to attain collective goals – public safety
· We give the government power for the collective good
· Family
· responsibility for the maintenance of members in society, set limits on sexual relations, nurturing and care of children, socialization of dominant norms and values to children
· Education
· transmitting cultural norms, preparing youth for future jobs, tasks, provide knowledge
· All of these institutions are interdependent on each other; the work of one is dependent on another
· Crime results when there is an imbalance of power

The American Dreams and the Institutional Balance of Power

· The economy is based on the capitalist notion
· Private ownership
· Free market economy; there’s always room for innovation
· Ie. Hiring one group over another because they are more up to date creates competition
· Monetary reward as a result of achievement
· Competition; replacing old ways with new ones
· In America the institutional balance of power is tilted towards the economy
· The dominance of economic institution is achieved in 3 ways
· In the devaluation of noneconomic institutional functions and roles
· Education (as a way to get a job)
· Family (ie. Stay home mothers vs. breadwinner dads)
· Political (Non-voters vs. those who don’t work)
· In the accommodation to economic requirements by other institutions
· Education (driven by job market)
· Family routines and educational system (dependent on parents jobs)
· Accommodating market demands, free trade
· The penetration of economic norms into other institutional domains
· Education; grading systems; reward
· Political; runs like a business
· Family (husband and wife as “partner” who “manage” the household)

Anomie, Wealth, Social Controls, and Crime
· American dream is defined as:
· “A broad cultural ethos that entails a commitment to the goal of material success, to be pursued by everyone in society, under conditions of open, individual competition”
· The American dreams contribute to high level of crime in two ways
· It creates an anomic normative order: weak social norms
· It inhibits the development of external social control

Analytical Framework
· Human behaviour
· Behaviour is influenced by social sucture
· Deterministic; Individual desires are culturally induced
· Social order
· Consensus; we all agree on material success as the goal
· Image of the criminal
· Criminal is not different
· Causes of criminality
· Criminality is a result of an unequal and contradictory society
· Social structure
· Correctional ideology
· Reduce aspiration of monetary accumulation
· Increase opportunity
Week 8: Subcultural Theories of Crime
Albert Cohen
· Cohen was a student of Merton and Sutherland
· He combined Sutherland’s differential association theory with Merton’s strain theory
· He critiqued Sutherland saying that he didn’t explain why some people became criminal and some did not
· He critiqued Merton saying that his group of innovator’s accept goals and reject institutionalized means
· He unified the structural and learning approaches
· He explored juvenile delinquency and its pattern
· He said that delinquent subculture emerges in the slum areas of large cities and is rooted in:
· Class differentials in parental aspirations
· Middle class and lower class have different aspirations
· Child-rearing practices
· Classroom standards
Lower Class and Middle Class
· There are two types of status
· Achieved status
· Earned in competition with one’s age and sex group
· Lower status children don’t often have achieved status due to lack of money and lack of ascribed status
· Ascribed status
· Acquired by virtue of one’s family
· Lower status children do not have ascribed status
· Middle class values tend to include
· Ambition
· Deferred gratification
· Control of physical aggression
· Achievement
The School as a Source of Conflict
· All schools in American society have middle class values
· Encompassed in their level of teaching, the curriculum, the teachers, etc.
· He said that even lower class  boys have the aspirations of middle class boys but they always seem to fall short and are unable to keep up
· Middle-class measuring rod
· middle class values in school by which lower class boys are evaluated
· lower class boys fall short and experience “status deprivation” (anomie)
· As a result the lower class boys adopt one of the three roles
· corner boy: live conventional life-style
· college boy: few, strive to live up to middle class standards
· delinquent boy: band together, define their own values, internalize the norms of the dominant group, resort to reaction formation, commit acts that are:
· non-utilitarian, malicious, and negativistic
· Middle-class values and norms in school lead to:
· lower class children are perceived as failures  “status frustration”  rebellion (formation of a gang)  collective solution to the problem of status frustration
· Status frustration is Cohen’s definition of anomie
· The collective solution to the problem of status frustration explains why some crimes committed are non-utilitarian, malicious, and negativistic
Reaction Formation
Working class socialization + middle class values and success  lower class failure in the school system  loss of self-esteem and increased feelings of rejection  school dropout and association with delinquent peers  increased hostility and resentment toward middle class standards and thus reaction formation  improved self-image in a gang context and through negative and malicious delinquent behaviour

Pathways to Education Program
· Developed through the Regent Park Community Health Centre
· Provides 4 pillars
· academic support, mentoring, financial support, and student/parent support
Subcultural Theories of Crime
· Subcultural theories are based on Merton’s theory and his definition of anomie
· They depart from Merton’s theory in that they focus on the formation of gangs or the formation of a culture within a culture
· Ie. Cohen’s theory of the gang/problem in school system
Opportunity Structure Theory
· Developed by Cloward and Ohlin (1960)
· They looked at stats and data of juvenile delinquency
· This theory focuses on the utilitarian nature of crime
· They agree with Merton
· They disagree with Cohen and his idea that delinquents commit crimes to gain status instead of monetary accumulation
· Cloward & Ohlin said delinquents want middle class financial success
· They are looking for money and not status
· They are attracted to fast cars, fancy clothes, etc.
· things that are economic terms and not middle class values
· They feel the greatest conflict with middle class values because they are looked down upon for what they want (money and success) and for what they don’t want (middle class values)
· Delinquents look for the same status and same goal as the middle class
· Material success is the goal; accumulation of wealth
· They don’t look specifically at the school system; they apply their theory to all delinquents
· They combined Merton and Sutherland’s theories
· They took the aspect of Merton’s that is based on the goals, and Sutherlands aspect as to how it happens in the process of intimate friendship with certain groups and excess of variables favourable to law violation
· They believed that Merton was missing barriers in his theory because people under strain cannot become any kind of criminal they choose; they are limited by the opportunities available to them
· Illegitimate means are not always available even if legitimate means are lacking
· Ie. Dealing drugs is not automatically available to a university prof as a means of supplementing income; she lacks the skills and contact to obtain a source of drugs
Illegitimate Opportunity Structure
· There are pressures towards conventional goals and achieving middle class values; some people may overcome the barriers and some may not
· Lower class males may have different goals
· Interested in money, cars, working and saving money
· If there is a lack of legitimate opportunity, the search for illegitimate opportunity begins
· Delinquents need contact, they must “learn the ropes”
· There are three types of subcultures that can emerge when there is limited access to success-goals by legitimate means
· Criminal
· Stable slum neighbourhood
· Hierarchy of available criminal opportunities; Illegitimate means are available
· The delinquent must form connections who can teach him the ways
· The goal is material gain by illegal means
· Ie. Theft, extortion, prostitution, etc.
· Prestige is allocated to those who achieve material gain and power through illegitimate means
· Conflict
· Disorganized neighbourhod
· Lack of legitimate and illegitimate opportunity
· The goal is to gain status through force or threat of force in order to have a reputation for toughness and destructive violence
· The “bopper” who defends his personal integrity and honour of the gang through fights and using weapons
· He is seen as courageous and fearless
· Unskilled delinquents; they view adults as weak as they are unable to find adult role models to highlight legitimate means for success
· The delinquent sees themselves as isolated from the adult world
· This is where Cohen explained that malicious crimes occur
· Retreatists
· “double failures” or drop-outs
· They are alienated from conventional roles and withdrawn into their own world
· They seek an intense awareness of living or an “out of this world” experience
· The value consists in the “kick” or getting high
· Not income production
· Same as Merton’s retreatists
· Ie. Drug addicts
· Subcultures frequently appear in mixed form
· Ie. conflict group may sometimes engage in criminal group activities like stealing
· 
Critiques
· They assumed that as soon as you decide to become illegitimate all the means are available
· There are a lot of structural barriers
· They are only limiting delinquency to the lower class
· This theory doesn’t explain crimes of passion
Miller’s Subcultural Theory
· Based on a research study on delinquents
· He disagreed with Cohen’s assertion that gangs are formed as a reaction to “status deprivation”
· Cohen looked at the lower class values as a negative point to middle class values
· Miller said that lower class values must be viewed on their own terms and not just as contrary to middle class values
Focal Concerns of the Lower Class Value System
· Trouble	
· Refers to something to stay out of most of the time
· If it is the right kind, it is something that confers status
· ie. being able to handle oneself
· Toughness
· Is very important to the status of lower class males; Being strong, brave, macho, sexually aggressive, unsentimental, and “not taking any shit”
· Usually this is due to a lack of a male role model, therefore they learn this over exaggerated idea of masculinity
· Smartness
· Refers to street smarts and the ability to survive in the street using ones wits
· The ability to outsmart other people
· Achieving material good through maximum use of mental agility and a minimum use of physical effort
· This is learned through the socialization process with others
· Ie. card games
· Excitement
· The search for fun, often defined in terms of fighting, sexual adventurism, gambling and getting stoned
· Fate
· A belief that the locus of control is external to oneself
· Ie. Fantasy or luck
· Autonomy
· Means personal freedom and being outside the control of authority
· ie. Teacher, employer, or police
· “no one is gonna push me around”
Critiques
· Miller’s whole value system was only defined by the lower class
· He doesn’t talk about middle or upper class crime
· In their defence they said it was a juvenile delinquency theory

Week 9: Biological and Psychological Theories
Social Context (30s, 40s, & 50s)
· The focus is on biological factors that predispose individuals to criminality once they come into contact with certain conditions
· The probability that individuals engage in certain types of behaviour; 
· NOT prediction and NOT deterministic
· They search for biological characteristics which differentiate the criminal from the non-criminal
· The focus is on the defective biological attributes
Sheldon: Physical Appearances & Body Type (40s)
· Sheldon presented individual case histories of 200 young males in a delinquent house in Boston between 1939-49 and compared them to a non-delinquent college male
· He found there was a high degree of correspondence between the physical appearances of the body and the temperament of the mind
· He devised “Sheldon’s Typology”
	Physique
	Temperament

	Endomorphic: Soft roundness of body parts, small bones, soft smooth velvety skin
	Viscerotonic: A comfortable person, a softie but still an extrovert


	Mesomorphic: Muscle, big bones, large trunk, heavy chest, large wrists and hands
	Somotonic: Active, dynamic person, behaves aggressively, gesture assertively

	Ectomorphic: Lean, fragile, sharp nose, fine hair, little body mass
	Cerebrotonic: Introvert, allergies, chronic fatigue, insomnia



· The mesomorphs were predisposed to criminality
· He devised a scale from 1-7
· Mesomorphs were a 6 or 7
· Ectomorphs were a 1
Glueck’s (1956)
· Compared 500 persistent delinquents with 500 non-delinquents to see if delinquents differ in physique from non-delinquents
· Other factors were kept constant
· The majority of these kids were from the same socioeconomic and ethnic background, same communities, etc.
· Photographs of the participants were mixed and then sorted according to body types
· This research is consistent with Sheldon’s typology (somatotype)
Findings
· 60% of delinquents and 30% of non-delinquents were mesomorphs
· More of an athletic body type
· Mesomorphs had traits suitable to the commission of acts and aggression
· Delinquent mesomorphs had more childhood diseases, feelings of inadequacy, emotional conflict, careless household routines, lack of family recreation
· Mesomorph delinquent had above average body type
· They were less disproportionate than non-delinquents; making direct physical activity easier and thus easier to convert impulses into action
· Ultimately the delinquent body was sturdier, more harmonious (proportionate), and more masculine, than the non-delinquent body
· Delinquent boys were smaller than  non-delinquent boys below 13-14 years
· They have a growth spurt around this age after a slower physical development than non-delinquents
Family Studies
Goring (1913)
· Compared a convicted group to non-convicted
· Found a correlation between the imprisonment of parents and that of their children
· Specifically between brothers
· He looked at frequency and the length of imprisonment and found little to no correlation with social and environmental factors
· Crime is to be reduced by stopping people with inherited criminal characteristics from reproducing
· Criminality is inherited as things like eye colour are
Twin and Adoption Studies
Christiansen (1960s)
· He wanted to eliminate environmental and hereditary factors
· Used 6000 pairs from the twin register of Denmark
· From the 6000 pairs he used the official penal register and found that in 67 cases of identical twins, 1 twin had committed a crime and had gone through the system
· In 35.8% of those cases both twins had committed a crime
· 21.4% of fraternal twins 1 twin committed a crime and 4.3% of fraternal twins both did
· don’t have the number of fraternal twins in the register
· Concordance higher for more serious crimes
· Was he able to control for the environmental/social factors?
Grove
· Looked at Identical twins separated at birth to see if antisocial behaviour can be inherited
Mednick
· He grouped adopted boys according to criminal records and compared it to their adoptive fathers and biological fathers
· 48.8% of delinquent boys who had committed a criminal offence had a biological father who also committed an offence
· 12% had an adoptive father who had committed a crime
Analytical Framework
· Human nature
· Behaviour is the result of the interaction of biology and the environment
· Social order
· Society as a biological organism
· It is a hierarchy- survival of the fittest
· Mesomorphs are the ones who would commit the crimes
· Causes of criminality
· Defective biology, pathology
· Crime is natural and is defined as what is against social norms
· Image of the criminal
· Different
· Correctional ideology
· Medical model- diagnosis and treatment
· Punishment is ineffective
· Scientific approach, evaluation, and measurement
Psychological Factors and Criminal Behaviour
Background Ideas
· Evolutionary theory of Darwin/Social Darwinism
· [bookmark: _GoBack]“the evolution of species proceeds through natural variations; the weaker and less capable die off or fail to reproduce, and the stronger and more capable survive and flourish”
IQ test and Criminal Behaviour
· Alfred Binet
· Developed a task-based test using basic reasoning skills to determine learning disabilities in children
· After his death IQ tests were used to identify “smart” students
· He rejected the idea that intelligence is fixed and inborn and did not develop his test for the purpose of measuring smarts
· Revisions were made to the Binet-Simon scale of intelligence in America
· They began to use it in prisons and jails to determine peoples intelligence and distinguish between normal intelligence and feeblemindedness
· Goddard
· In 1914 found a range between 28% to 89% in prisons and jails meaning that 28-89% of people in prison had feeblemindedness
· He said that criminality and feeblemindedness were two aspects of the same degenerate state
· Recessive genes are passed on from one generation to the next
· He suggested we should have selective breeding to deal with low intelligence
· Recent research has showed that low intelligence has no direct causal impact on crime
· The difference in IQ score is the result of social, cultural, and environmental factors rather than genetic factors
Personality and Criminal Behaviour
· MMPI: Minnesota multiphasic personality inventory
· Waldo & Dinitz examined 94 personality studies between 1950-1956
· These are statistically significant because they found the only difference between criminals and non-criminals was in people labelled scale 4 “psychopathic”
· Antisocial personality disorder
· DSM-4
· Solutions by the psychiatrist include medication to calm down the individual
Implication of the Biological Approach
· Introduction of the eugenics movements
· Objective was to control the birth of future generations of deviants
· Selective breeding
· Prohibit interracial marriages
· No immigrants
· Introduction of the asylum (1940s & 50s)
· It sounded like Initial optimism; they were looking for a cure
· It lost its optimism and became a warehouses for “deviants”
· It was focused on control rather than care
· The pharmaceutical revolution
· Development of psychotropic drugs
· Controlling rather than revolutionary
· “Medicalization” of deviance
· Defining a behaviour as “sick” and licensing medical professionals to provide treatment for it
· This is effectively labelling the person as their illness
· Someone is “sick” instead of “bad”
The Discovery of Hyperkinesis
· A medical label for certain deviant behaviours in children
· Hyperkinesis is also shown as minimal brain dysfunction, hyperactive syndrome, hyperkinetic disorder of childhood, etc.
· Symptoms include hyperactivity, short attention span, restlessness, oscillating mood swings…
· Clinical factors affecting the discovery
· The discovery of the use of amphetamine with learning disabilities in school in 1937
· 1950s Ritalin became the drug of choice as it had many qualities of amphetamines without some of their undesirable side effects
· Proliferation of publication about hyperkinesis in medical journals
· Hyperkinesis is now the most common child psychiatric problem
· Social factors affecting discovery
· The pharmaceutical revolution and an increased interest in child psychiatry
· Government actions
· Congressional investigation on the use of stimulant drugs in the treatment of behaviourally disturbed school children
· They recommended that only medical doctors make the diagnosis and prescribe medication, that pharmaceutical companies promote the treatment through medical channels, that parents should not be coerced  to accept any particular treatment, and that follow ups be done to research long term effects
How did deviant behaviour become conceptualized as a medical problem?
· The pharmaceutical revolution
· Advertisements start in the 1960s
· Direct mailing to medical professionals from pharmaceutical companies about the diagnosis and treatment about hyperkinesis
· This made the medical profession more likely to consider behaviour problems in children as within their clinical jurisdiction
· Agents outside of the medical profession known as moral entrepreneurs
· “those who crusade for creation and enforcement of the rules”
· The pharmaceutical companies and the association for children with learning disabilities
· Genetic explanation became etiological explanation for deviance
· Takes the responsibility from the parents and puts it in the genetic makeup of the child; they are “missing” something
· It ignores social factors such as economic ones
· Advances in technology and the prestige of the medical profession advances their jurisdiction over deviant behaviour
· More about control than cure
· There should be a way to meet the needs of the child rather than just giving them pills to silence them during class
Implications of Medicalization
· Medicalization is one of the most effective means of social control
· One strength is that some kids do benefit from this medication
· There is less condemnation of their behaviour and less social stigma
· They have an illness… their behaviour isn’t their fault
· Weaknesses include
· Ignoring of social factors
· Imbalance of power; or the problem of expert control (doctors over people)
· Only medical professionals are defining what is “deviant”
· Medical social control
· Individuals are restrained from behaviour and experiences that are no complementary to the requirements of the dominant value system
· The “individualization of social problems”
· Looking for causes and solutions to complex social problems in the individual rather than in the social system
· Seeking to change the person rather than society
· Rather than seeing certain deviant behaviours as symptomatic of problems in the social system, the medical perspective focuses on the individual diagnosing and treating the illness, generally ignoring the social situation
· The de-politicization of deviant behaviour
· By defining the overactive, restless child as hyperactive we are ignorning the meaning of behaviour in the context of the social system
· If we focused our analysis on the school system we might find that the child’s behaviour is a result of a disorder in the school system or classroom situation rather than an individual neurological disorder
· Science at times can justify discriminatory practices with the CJS
· Side effects of drugs

Labelling Theory
Social context
· In the 1950s social order was monolithic
· Everyone believed in the status quo; ie. men was the breadwinner and women were the housewife
· Everyone agreed on what was considered deviance & what was the norm
· Social changes in the Us in 1960s and 70s; the consensus was disintegrating
· Feminist movement, civil rights movement, gay & lesbian movement, etc.
· “youth culture”
· Elvis Presley in the 50s, as a new cultural form
· The birth of rock and roll music & challenging the status quo
· Fashion, music, appearances, and activities
· social scientists rethink their conception of society, social order, and deviancy
· these social movements emphasized choice and rebellion over passive acceptance and conformity
· “meaning is a part of social process”
Symbolic Interactionism
· “self” how one sees him/herself (depends on how other see us)
· “symbol” anything that stands for something else (ie. Word, gesture, badge)
· Symbolic interactionism rests on three premise:
· Humans act towards things based on the meanings those things have for them
· The meanings of things arise out of social interaction
· Meanings are created and changed through a process of interpretation
· Everyone’s social reality is different because it is individually constructed
· ** be able to explain how social realities are constructed & why everyone’s is different**
Pygmalion experiment
· a group of school students were split into two; one group was publicly labelled slow and stupid and the other half was labelled brilliant
· the impact… the group that was constantly being positively reinforced were producing better results than the other group
· internalization of the self-concepts by the individuals and others treat them differently; the “brilliant” group also sees the other group as “stupid” even if they are not and they will help to reinforce the label
· the process is as follows:
· negative labelling
· stigmatization
· new identity formed in response to negative labelling
· commitment to new identity based on available roles and relationship
Labelling process
· the stigmatized is seen by others in terms of one particular character trait or behavioural pattern
· typifications: how people typify one another, how people relate to one another on the basis of typification and the consequences of this process
· “reality is constructed”
· Everyone’s is different
· Goffman said there are 3 forms of social stigma:
· Overt or external deformations; defect – visible marks that discredit a person (eg. scars, leprosy, obesity, physical disability, blind)
· Deviations in personal traits – mental illness, drug addiction, alcoholism, criminal background
· Tribal stigma – traits, imagined or real, of ethnic group, nationality, or of religion that is deemed to be a deviation from the prevailing normative religion, ethnicity, or nationality
Labelling Theory
· How do individuals come to be labelled deviant or criminal?
· How do individuals come to be committed to a deviant or criminal label and, ultimately career?
Becker (1963)
· Social groups create deviance by making the rules and enforcing them; they define things as right and wrong and those who break the rules are considered an outsider
· An outsider cannot be trusted to live by the rules agreed on by the social group
· Society creates deviance; social groups create deviance by making rules whose infraction constitutes deviance, and by applying those rules to particular people and labelling them as outsiders
· Deviance is a consequence of the application by others of rules and sanctions to an “offender”
· The deviant is one to whom the label has been applied; deviant behaviour is behaviour that people so label
· The “outsider” may not accept the rule he’s being judged by and may feel his judges are outsiders
· Focus on the people on the margins (alcoholics, homeless, and prostitutes)
· Society labels these acts as deviant; inherently there is nothing wrong with these acts
· By scientific research assuming deviance to be inherent they are failing to include the process of judgment and are limiting the kinds of theories that can be developed
· Definitions of deviance
· Statistical definition: anything that varies too widely from the average
· Medical definition: deviance as the result of “disease”
· Both the statistical and medical definition locates the source of deviance in the individual and ignores seeing judgment as a part of the phenomenon
· Whether an act is deviant depends on the nature of the act (whether It violates some rule) and how other people react to it
· Deviance is not a quality that lies in behaviour itself; it lies in the interaction between the person who commits the act and those who respond to it
· There are many variations to consider in the degree to which other people will respond to a given act as deviant
· Variation over time; a person who committed a “deviant” act may be responded to more leniently at one time compared to some other time
· Ie. When police are making an all-out attack on some particular kind of act
· It depends on who commits the act and who feels he has been harmed by it
· Ie. Law is differently applied to blacks vs. whites/lower class boys vs. middle class boys in juvenile delinquency/white collar crimes
· Some rules are enforced only when they result in certain consequences
· ie. An unmarried mother is only apprehended for her sexual relations if she becomes pregnant from them
· Who labels the “outsiders”?
· Certain rules call certain behaviours deviant
· Although people may disagree with rules if they’ve feel they’ve had no hand in making them and thus will not accept rules forced on them
· The dominant class labels the outsiders; the majority who hold a position of power are not considered outsiders
Edwin Lemert
· Used self-reports and victim surveys
· Primary deviation: the initial deviant behaviour
· Most of us for various reason engage in primary deviance
· Ie. Underage drinking, smoking weed, shoplifting
· Self-concept has not changed (drunk, pothead, a thief)
· Everyone commits these deviant act, however, we do not internalize it
· Secondary deviance: official and social reaction after primary deviance
· The individual may begin to employ a deviant behaviour or role based on new status as result of public reaction
· Fundamental reorientation of self-concept, and hence behaviour
· The transformation of self-image is a self-protective move; accepting the label (I’m criminal, I’m a deviant) protects the individual because it can’t be used against them
· When a negative label is applied so publicly and so powerfully that it becomes part of that individual’s identity 
· When a label is given to you by people outside/around you (eg. parents), according to symbolic interactionism, your self changes
· Once you claim that label you have to start associating with people that accept that label
· Once you accept that label and go through that transformation and are told by people around you that you’re criminal, your self-image is affected
· Social construction of deviance: person incorporates that self-image, and in order to be that self-image they will continue to get involved and engage in that criminal behavior
· Everyone goes against social rules (informal or formal) at some point in their lives
· How is it that only people from the lower classes, certain ethnic groups, other groups (alcoholics, drug addicts, homeless) are always the ones who end up in the criminal justice system? Why are they always the ones to be labelled deviant? 
· When a person initially commits a deviant act their self-concept doesn’t change; its only through the secondary deviance when the role is assumed
The Process of Labelling: From deviant act → further deviance

· Deviant act
· Informal labeling
· Deviant act
· Formal reaction of CJS
· Internalization of deviant self-concept
· Further deviance

Labelling As a Cause of Deviance

· There are two ways in which the effect of a label takes place:
· The label may catch the attention of the labeling audience
· The label may internalize by the individual
· The problems a label creates are:
· Audience are more aware of them
· Are watched more closely, hence discovery of the subsequent deviance is more likely – by parents, peers, school, etc. 
· The “criminal” label overrides other labels
· Subsequently, one with a criminal label has difficult times finding employment, resorting to crime; associate with people who have been labelled

Stigma – Goffman (1963)

· Goffman described stigma as any attribute that sets people apart and discredits them or disqualifies them from full social acceptance
· Goffman described stigmatized individuals as “reduced in our mind from a whole and usual person to a tainted, discounted one”
· Carrying a mark with you, have an attribute that’s been spoiled – society perceives you differently and through that attribute
· Stigma becomes a relationship between the attribute you have and the stereotypes
· Goffman created a three-category typology of stigma
· The abomination of the body: various physical deformities including blindness and physical disabilities
· Perceived blemishes of individual character: anything from a mental disorder and homosexuality, to radical political behavior
· Tribal stigma of race, nation, and religion: transmitted through family lineage and possessed equally in all members of a family

Goffman on the “Discredited” and the “Discreditable”

· Discredited
· the individual whose differences are evident or known immediately
· Those with a visible stigma
· Manage tension
· Discreditable
· refers to the individual’s differences that are neither known nor immediately perceivable
· Manage information
· Stigma is not visible (ie. convicted criminals, topless dancers)

Passing: technique of managing the “spoiled identity”

· Dividing the social world
· Information control manages stigma; only disclosing it to a small amount of people
· Ie. Telling people you are a dancer/entertainer rather than a topless dancer
· Goffman describes “passing” as the management of undisclosed discrediting information about self
· Passing is concealing their stigma; they only disclose it to a very small number of people to avoid stigma
· When people with a stigma that is not known about (discreditable) “pass” in public as someone normal
· Only refers to the discreditable people; prostitutes, criminals, etc. those who can hide their stigma
· Rationalization and neutralization; the 5 techniques used to rationalize law-violating behaviour and to neutralize the stigma associated with it (topless dancers particularly use method 2, 4, and 5)
· Denial of responsibility
· Denial of injury
· Denial of the victim
· Condemnation of the condemners
· Appeal to higher loyalties

Maintenance of Non-Criminal Self Image

How about those groups of deviants who do not consider themselves deviant?

· Individual drift between criminality and conventional behavior
· Deny responsibility (was not my fault)
· Deny injury (they can afford it)
· Topless dancers as educators, stress release, entertainers
· Deny victim (they had it coming)
· “we are not hurting anyone”
· Condemn the condemners
· Appeal to higher loyalties

Murderers’ Relatives
15 interviews of people experiencing stigma as their family members had murdered someone; the experience of stigma was rooted in two factors
· Everyday construction of murder
· people think that “real” violence and crime only occurs on the street and by strangers; it is inconceivable to most people that a relative would be a murderer
· this is because most people don’t have experiences with homicide so most knowledge comes from media output that exaggerates stranger homicides
· murder by a cold-blooded stranger vs. murder stemming from tensions on a long-term in a relationship there is not as much stigma attached
· Familial toxicity: family is perceived by others to be the primary toxic agents; they are causally connected to the violence 
· Others perceive parents to be responsible for the violent actions of their children (via bad parenting, poor socialization, etc.)
· Parents also often blame themselves and feel shame
· Feeling like the violence is your fault (self-concept.. key aspect of symbolic interactionism)
· By connection, a lot of other family members start to become attached to the stigma
How does Stigma emerge?
· Stigma emerges from an interactive process in which a negatively valued aspect of someone’s life comes to dominate his or her social identity and self-concept
· This becomes a “master status” and obliterates other dimensions of social identity
· A person becomes “tainted”
· Some who’s killed becomes a murderer; all that’s left of identity is an evil master status
· Stigmatization alters self-perception and causes a fear of others responses
Managing stigma
· Managing space
· The newly stigmatized try to avoid socially threatening contexts by controlling the space in which interactions occur with others
· Relatives decide not to go out in public and have to explain to people why their son, daughter, etc. murdered someone
· When reentering the outside world relatives would select certain contexts to enter; avoiding particular situations they saw as “unsafe”
· Managing information
· Re-presentation
· Partially concealing information allowed relatives to be truthful and still retain their honour while protecting themselves from others judgments
· Engage in information but withhold specifics
· “my son is in prison” not “my son is a murderer”
· Selective disclosure
· decides to whom to reveal the information to
· disclosure is based on intimacy
· therapeutic disclosure
· the need for support, intimacy, or to take a load off ones shoulders, overrides the desire to conceal and fear of consequences of revealing
· disclosure can help improve self-esteem
· Preventative disclosure
· Discloses information early on in new relationships, but not to people they are already intimate with
· It’s easier to be rejected by an acquaintance than by an intimate
· managing self-presentation
· there are two approaches to resist the stigmatizing identity of “murderer’s relative”
· dissention
· they challenge the application of the master status and they want to dissociate themselves from the stigma
· they argue their relatives aren’t murderers and should’ve been charged with manslaughter
· collective support
· they accept their relatives convictions
· groups of people that share the same experience meet in support groups to seek support, acceptance, and understanding
Analytical Framework
· human nature
· human beings as active creators
· identity and the importance of others
· social order
· pluralism and conflict
· image of the criminal
· not different
· causes of criminality
· process of labelling
· social reaction
· correctional ideology
· limit social reaction through decriminalization, diversion, and decarceration
Strengths and Weaknesses
· it brought attention to qualitative research
· it created a new paradigm (new critical perspective)
· the end of positivist criminology
· it pointed out that the criminal justice system contributes to criminalization of the offender
· diversion programs spread labels to people that wouldn’t have been labelled otherwise
Critique
· Why do people offend in the first place?
· Lemert talks about primary deviance but overall the theory doesn’t explain why it happens in the first place
· An explanation isn’t provided for limited number of crimes
· Minor delinquency vs. rape
· There is an overemphasis placed on the label used by wide ranges of other institutions other than the CJS

