HISTORY STUDY NOTES

Course Introduction 
This course takes place in the Mediterranean.. with focus on GREECE. 
· Not a unified country at this time. 
· Broken into the MAINLAND, CRETE and the CYCLADIC ISLANDS
Prehistory: the span of time before recorded history and writing.
· Homer: we do not know much about him, he even could have been multiple people. Wrote about the Trojan war 400 years after the event. 
· In comparison to Thucydides who wrote about Peloponnesian as it happened. 
... Ultimately history is written by upperclassmen who have won the war. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Chronology 
· There is no year “zero” 
· Relative dating: relative to something else. 
· Stratigraphy: layer on the bottom was the first, when we dig time goes backwards year-by-year. 
· Pottery Seriation: types of pottery exists at certain points. 
· Some items are made during individuals lives only, coins have dates (no coins in the bronze age). 
· Radio Carbon Dating: when you are alive you take in c14, and once you die it turns into c12, which has a half-life of 5000 years. You can tell how old something is by how much c12 is left. In 1950, nuclear bomb testing kind of screwed this up. 
· Inscription: when things make references to other things or people of the time. 

Early Archeaology
· Digging to find treasures, not stories. 
· The actual archeologist doesn’t do much, and a lot of things get taken out of context and interpretations are strange. 
· A lot was fueled by authors; Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey. 


HENRY SCHLIEMANN
· The first excavator to find something from the Bronze Age. 
· Believed in everything Homer wrote. 
· Son of a poor man, apprentice to a grocer. Sets sail as a cabin boy, ends up in Holland, and then in Russia. Starts his business in the indigo trade. After 1850 gold rush, he decides he will go to the States, opens a bank and becomes insanely wealthy. While there, California becomes a state and thus Schliemann becomes an American. When he returns, he calls himself Henry. Wanted to be an archeologist. Publishes his report in perfect ancient Greek and perfect Latin. Could read write and speak 18 different languages, gets his PHD. 
· He was convinced that Troy was in Hissarlik, thus digs a trench. Convinced that the bottom layer is Troy... however it ends up being the 7th layer. He finds the Agean city, while Homeric Troy he dug past. 
· Troy was built on a TELL or artificial mound. People who lived there would bulldoze the city and then rebuild, hence all the layers. However things fall down the sides of these mounds and confuse archaeologists. 
· When Schliemann finds “Priams Treasure” inside the walls of Troy, he is convinced he has found what he is looking for and thus takes off with it.... much to the dislike of the Turkish Government. Schlieman was not allowed to go back. 
· Because of him, everyone who excavates needs to have a government official present. 
· Heads to Myceane after this, to find the shaft graves. No one believes that they will be within the city’s walls because no one wants to bury their dead inside of them, however he proves them wrong. Never writes down what he finds, leaving what he does write down useless. Thought all these people died together when in reality they were used for 200 years. 
· The Lions Gate is the entrance. 
· Schliemann finds 5 shaft graves, and stops here because that is how many were written about. Here is the most gold ever found in Greece, so much that is actually had to be weighed and not counted as individual artifacts. 
· Digs at two other places, Tiryns and Plyos. 
LEGACY:  he discovers the Bronze Age. No one thought anything was in Greece before this time. 

ADDITIONAL READING NOTES
· Aegean Bronze Age: this history and material cultures of Crete, the Greek mainland and the Aegean islands during the period when bronze had replaced stone as the dominant material for tools and weapons, and had not yet been supplanted by iron. 
· Period began around 3100/3000 BCE and continue till 1070 BCE. 
· Serious study began over 120 years ago. 
· Processual archeology: look beyond artifacts to the people who made and used them. 
· Cogitative archeology: try to reconstruct the belief systems and symbolic behavior. 
· Relative chronology depends chiefly on correlations among different ceramic types found in reliable stratified deposits. 


Early Excavators 

SIR ARTHUR JOHN EVANS 1851-1941
· Discovered the first great palace.
· Unlike Schliemann, he was not just a rich guy who went looking for things. A keeper of a museum and donated all of his fathers findings which became the backbone of its collection (when you could keep the shit you found).
· Numismatics (study of coins)
· Ancient British Hand axes
· Geology
· Pioneer of scientific archeology 
- Evans actually fought to expel the Turks, a local hero of sorts. 
· Was very interested in seals and wanted to decipher their language. 
· Named Linear A and B, because they were composed of lines. 
· Wanted to show that Europe had a great past as well, and didn’t just come from the Near East.

MINOAN CRETE
· Palace at Knossos is HUGE and unlike anything ever found.  
· Evans is convinced this is the home of the Minotaur, and his thoughts are affirmed when he finds storerooms, jars and imagery. 
· He places Crete in the Mediterranean world. Calls his books the Palace of Minos, even though the story was false. What his work did was make connections between what he found in Crete in comparison with the rest of the world, made parallels. 
· Did not excavate everything he wanted things to remain and preserved. 
· But he did rebuilt a lot of the palace. And used his imagination A LOT. Phenomenal vision but puts things places where they were not. Problem with this: if you are wrong you have to destroy the antiquities you built on. 
· Uses frescos as inspiration. Gilleron and Son reconstructed them and would fabricate. 
· Never published the tablets while alive because he wanted to decipher them for himself, holding up scholarship for 15 years. 

Carl Blegen 1887-1971
· PHD in Archaeology from Yale... had honorary degrees from every single university because he worked in the Holy Land as well as Greece. 
· Established a relative chronology and the rigorous principles of archaeological excavation. 

Korakou
· A tiny village. This place had a lot of pottery and Blegen thought it was awesome compared to the other two men. He was interested in the fine ware, since it is fashionable and changes over time. 
· Made the divisions of: 
· Early Bronze Age
· Middle Bronze Age
· Late Bronze Age
· Goes to Troy with an architect, focuses on the artifacts. Finds 47 layers, a keen eye. Troy was the 7th.
· Goes to Plyos: he also thought the illiad had truth to it, thus this must be the Palace of Nestor. Very lucky to locate the archive room first. 38 war tablets written in Linear B which has been deciphered and they had names of Greek Gods on them. 
· The Megaron: in the palace the main center was the megaron, and Belgen wanted to preserve this. He built a roof over top, preserving without touching unlike Evans. Reconstructed frescos in a material that can be deleted and added to. 
LEGACY: his reports were so detailed it was almost like going back in time while reading them. His interpretations were separate from what was described. 

SPYRIDON MARINATOS 1901-1974
· Greek contemporary. Educated in Greece, Inspector General of Greek Archaeological Services. 

Amnisos
· Costal town
· Minoan mansions here. Walls pushed back on the seaward side, perhaps a tsunami. 

Santorini
· Site at the bottom of this island. 
· 18 metres of ash on this island, he was lucky to even find anything. 
· In the late 60s when they were building the Suez Canal, they needed ash so they were mining from this island. While mining, they found antiquities and wall paintings. Marinatos did not have a problem getting  a permit to excavate considering he was the one who issued them. 
· Covered the site, knew how fragile it was, the buildings were in tact up to three stories... greatest discovery since Pompey. No palace but a different society, found artifacts were just laid down as is people were running from something. 
· Poured plaster down cavities to get casts of the furniture. 
· Some thought Atlantis could be Santorini but this is impossible, since Atlantis was stated to be much, much larger. 

COLIN LORD RENFREW 1937-
· Greatest, invented archaeology as we know it today. Was interested in how language spread. 

Phylakopi
· Island famous for wall paintings. 
· Established its chronology, made the early Cycladic culture sequence. 

CHRISTOS DOUMAS 1933- 
· Professor of archaeology at University of Athens, excavator, educator. 
· Big on preservation. Interested in daily life. Exposure is bad, only excavated 10 percent of town until we get better technology. 
· No palace here, society seems a lot different. A regular trading village, and frescos tell us a lot. 

Shifting Focus
Art -> Great Palaces -> Ordinary People



The Neolithic and Early Bronze Age on the Greek Mainland

Greece never unified like Egypt, and each area develops in a different way through the Neolithic until the early and middle Bronze Age. 
· Until 1990s people believed there was a Neolithic revolution, when people settled down to farm. You cannot divide people into those who hunt and those who farm at this time period. Wild animals were part of the diet of even those who farmed. 
· Secondary Product Revolution: at some point people realize animals are good for more than just meat. They can be used for wool, milk, traction etc. By untilizing this, a surplus can be created. This was no revolution, rather a happened over 1000s of years. 

Neolithic Society: Dimini, Sesklo and Knossos
Initial Neolithic – Middle: submerged household into the community, it was more important. 
Middle – Final: emergent, diversify. 
Late- Early Bronze Age: modular, separate from other families. 

Neolithic houses were not easy to spot upon excavation. Small, one roomed. The inhabitants basically just slept there, as all cooking and craft was done outside. The whole community at this point was producing pottery and textiles together. 
By the Final Neolithic, the shift goes to inside, some houses are bigger than others with two to three rooms, but not giant homes. Homes are situated in clusters rather than spread out, and there is diversity in craft production. 
... In the Near East, this leads to urbanization. But here instead of cities you have small village clusters. 
· By the end of the Neolithic, Dimimi and Sesklo are pretty good in size. There is a differentiation between inside and outside with enclosed properties. The household is a socioeconomical unit. 

Specialization in Crafts
· Occurs by the end of the Final Neolithic. 
· Pottery: ceramics can be traded and used. There are regional types of patterns. Ex: Sesklo is Navaho and Dimini has swirls. 
· Crop: such as linen. If no one wants what you are growing, you die. Trade this as a high value good and you can get everything you need plus a surplus. 
· Wine: As people start to plant grapes there is a change in ceramics. Pouring vessels, drinking and transportation pottery emerges. People would host parties to have people in their debt. By supplying a feast people would be in their debt because they would need to compensate. This starts the distinction of the haves and the have nots. 
· Olive cultivation: first used for the wood and then the pits. They are pressed to use for oil. 
MED TRIAD: WINE WHEAT AND OLIVES
 With crop specialization, low volume products at a high value, and you name the price. There is also no money at this time. 

Dimini
· The megaron, the main feature of a Mycenaean palace, but in this case it is up on a hill. It is not bigger than the other buildings, in fact there were no rich artifacts near by either. But the megaron has a huge space in front of it as if it had a ritual or social function. 
· Dimini is burned down and abandoned at the end of this period. 


Marginality
- Not many places you can farm. People start to live on the margins or fertile ground. Move from the valleys to the hillside. There are not a lot of cows because they need too much land. 

Trade
· People also go to the coast. If you have a ship you can trade with other people, it shows your wealth. No one shares where they are getting goods from because they want to sell for lots of money. 

Metalworking
· Before bronze they had copper. To make useful things it needs to be smelted, and the Near East developed this tactic. Metal objects were known in Greece before you see evidence of smelting, which is done on the coast. Not seen on the mainland until the bronze age. 

Social Inequality 
· Very end of the final Neolithic, finally seeing social inequality in varience. Do not see a lot of different burials, but there are some. Houses are different sizes. 
· Extramural burials: burials outside the walls of the settlement. At first graces are all the same, but then people start putting goods in as well. The higher valued item you bury the higher your wealth, because it shows you do not need it and can basically throw it away. 
Climate Change
· A reason for social change? 

THE EARLY BRONZE AGE 

Helladic = Mainland
Minoan = Crete
Cycladic = Cycladic

Belgens Division of the Period
· Early Helladic I: the fruitstand, use unknown. 
· Early Helladic II: sauceboat. ( this is what he found at Troy and told him he was too early) Typical of Lerna. 
· Early Helladic III: tankard. 

Coming of the Greeks
· Invasion? We would have seen weapons. 
· Migration? Yes, but a lot of the culture is still the same, it does not change. 
· Climate Change

New settlement pattern for this time, people are moving away from the interior and to the coast. 

Significant changes in Early Bronze Age Period
· Monumental Architecture: bigger houses, too big for a family to live in and thus would have needed workers to create. 
· Fortifications
· Differential access to wealth: divisions between the rich and the poor. 
· International spirit in material culture: people are starting to have similar things everywhere. 

Northern Greece
· Large fertile valleys, great land for growing and creating a surplus for wealth, lend what cannot be repaid and thus have people indebted to you or have slaves. 
· Very connected in trade of knowledge and goods with Central Greece, Attica, Southern Greece and Turkey. 
Central Greece
· Mostly mountainous but pockets of fertile land exist.  
· Start to see kilns, meaning people are making pottery for sale or trade. Specialists in pottery and increase in finer ware. 
Attica
· On the island of Melos is where you can get obsidian, a volcanic glass. 
The Argolid
· Where Lerna is located. Discovered by Caskey in the 1950s, this place seems to be ahead of everyone at this time. 
LERNA
· Creepy things going on here. A very strong middle Neolithic, little final. No early Helladic I but all of a sudden it pops up in Early Helladic II. For some reason people keep coming back and forth. 
· The typical town in Early Bronze Age has no 90 degree angles, and all of a sudden the House of Tiles shows up. 
· It is considered a corridor house, which is very different from anything else. 
· Prior to this building, building BG stood at a north south orientation, but it was burnt down. 
· Roof instead of thatching is baked terracotta tiles with slate edges. 
· Facing out is the archive room, in which there were found 70 seals, like receipts, all with geometric designs. Perhaps things were being opened here and repackaged, like trading goods. 
· House of Tiles was burnt to the ground. A tumulus was mounded over it, covered in stone and then lined in a circle. Nothing was ever built over it again. 
· Around this building are apsidal houses, such as the Chieftons House. 

TIRYNS
· Not far from Lerna. 
· There was a citadel with a gigantic wall, built right on top of a megaron. 
· Use is not known, but there are speculations. 

Ceramic Changes
· In EH III there is Grey Ware, and by the Middle Helladic there is Grey Minyon ware. 

New Technology
· The potters wheel, but a slow one. Only specialists would have used this as learning the technology takes a long time. 
· Craft specialization means that there must be enough wealth in the village. 

Aegina Treasure
- Tomb that was found, looks like it is coming from Turkey. Which means someone had access to forgien trade. This was showing up in graves. 

Middle Bronze Age of the Greek Mainland

Middle Helladic Period 

The sites that will become big palace sites have graces of people who were a big deal. 

Early Helladic- Middle Helladic Transition
· Destruction: the House of Tiles 
· Depopulation: sites out of use but nothing growing, at this point people are just dying. 
· Settlement Shift: to the centres and to the coast. 
· New Material Culture: everything except bones. 

Destructions at Lerna and Tiryns
· Lerna was sacred after its destruction. 
· At Tiryns it is the central part of the palace, the megaron, perhaps by accident. 

Social Organization in Middle Helladic I
· Farming Villages: no palaces, or elite mansions. More or less the same size farming villages. 
· Household level: farmers are now craftsmen as well. 
· Living in Kinship groups: tombs seem to be family tombs. 
· Settlements and houses: small, freestanding and randomly placed. Large room small room and maybe an enclosed porch. 

Burials in Middle Helladic
· Intermural: inside the home. This happens with children or babies. 
· Pit graves: single burials. 
· Cist grace: deeper however still small. Lined with stone and offerings. 
New Technologies
· Tin Bronze.. arsenic is poisonous. 
· Potters wheel: kick or spin, or get someone to do it for you. 
· Minyon Ware

External Contacts
· Imports are coming from Aegina, Crete, Cyclades, Asia Minor. 
· More valuable, not many have access to them
· Lerna and Agros have the most. 


Social Organization in Middle Helladic III
· Site hierarchy: Lerna on top, while others have few contacts and dry up. 
· Kinship groups: some families are higher than other families. 
· Differences mostly in graves. 

Burials in Middle Helladic III
New type appears! 
Pithos: inside pots
Shaft: much larger and multiple burials. 

Aegina
· The first kingdom? 
· Foundry to smelt bronze, rebuilt wall fortifications. 
· First shaft grave, first king. 
· Not a lot of gold but male with sword, daggers, arrowheads and boar tusks. Meaning he was a great warrior and hunter. 
· Aeginetan Barrel Ware: made of gold mica ware. Pottery moves everywhere. 

Shaft Graves at Myceane

Influences
· Rise of the Minoan palaces and their spheres of influence. 
· New trade networks in hands of Minoan, Theran and Near Eastern Traders. 
· The eruption of the Theran volcano in LM IB. 

Citadel at Myceane.. the capital of Agamemnon
· Found by Henry Schliemann. 
· The Lions Gate: reconstructed. 
· Didn’t know if the shaft graves were here because no one wants to bury their dead inside the walls.. its too creepy. 
· He read there were 5, so he only found five. His government official dug the 6th. 
· First thing he finds while digging is the wall, with a double ring on the roof. Had a gate that allowed people to walk inside: LIONS GATE. 
· Stumbled upon the most amount of gold ever. Did a poor job of excavation, given scholars a headache. Convinced these people all died at the same time, so he just looks at each grave like an auction lot. It is impossible to see what goes with each body. 
· Within the shaft graves it was no disrespectful to shove individuals off to the side. 

Grave 3
· Three women and two infants. 
· Peculiar things that tell the status of women... jewelry and swords as well as golden scales and a seal that referred to men. These women must have had an economic function. 
· Two infants were wrapped completely in gold foil. Only could mean that people inherited their wealth and didn’t have to completely earn it. 


Grave 4
· 3 men and 2 women. 
· Gold masks, but probably made and not actually pressed against their faces. 
· Very sophisticated swords, probably made somewhere else. 
· Beautiful gold rings with art, and animals drawn. 

Grave 5
· Mummy, but not actually. Was just a body that was trapped somewhere that oxygen did not reach it. 

Grave Circle B
· Actually older than A. 
· Within this are grave gamma, eta and sigma. 
· Sigma contained a 55 year old man that was very sick. 
· People in both circles were probably all related. 
· With facial reconstructions we can tell this, but this is over a period of 200 years. 

If the masks mean rulers, it probably means that the power is shared. 



Early Cycladic Period
The Cyclades got their name in the classical period because they form a circle. 

Melos 
· Source since Neolithic for obsidian. 

Saliagos, Antiparos
· Earliest settlement. 
· Fishing village. 
· If you want to increase population you need to be in contact with other islands. 

Material Culture
· Figurines found in tombs, violin looking things and female figurines. 
· Emphasis reproduction, which would have been important in a small society. 

Kephala Cemetary
· First well built graves: shallow with red burnished pottery. 

Kampos, Paros 
· The frying pan. 
· Enigmatic versions, mostly just material culture of longboats. 
· Widespread amongst the islands. 

We start to see an international spirit of art with certain pottery and fine ware. 

Fortifications
- A few of the islands have fortifications, which they keep strengthening. Why? There does not seem to be any threats. 

Settlement Nucleation
· Number of settlements decreases
· Settlement size increases. 

Social Developments
· Wine Production: this is risky, but they are starting to specialized in crops. And have wine. 
· Olive Cultivation: start to plant olives in hilly areas. Not a native crop, would have had to be brought over by someone who know what they were doing. 
· Metallurgy: people are starting to smelt, mostly arsenic bronze. 
· Cycladic Sealings: sealings and no seals, looks like the islands are getting their goods from somewhere else and opening them. 
· Nothing like the house of tiles or an admin centre where goods are coming in and being shipped out. 
· Folded Arm Figurines: found all over the Agean, made in the islands. Supposed to be human most likely, had faces that were painted on but have since been scrubbed off. Picasso took an interest in these and liked the minimalism of them, and thus their popularity soared and so did their looting. Probably used for a ritual or teaching tool. Musicians also found. Tons found in a sanctuary on Keros. So much information is lost because we do not know their context. 

Middle Bronze Age Cyclades 

Cycladic White Ware
· Bird and monsters. 

SUMMARY:
· At the beginning of Middle Cycladic some sites were fortified
· Settlement nucleation continues
· Still contact with crete and mainland
· Real changes come in the next period as Minoan palaces expand their influence. 

Early Bronze Age of Crete and the Cycladic Islands

Minoan = Crete 

Early Minoan Development
Pace: long static period followed by explosion of complexity. Gradual change with increase in complexity. 

Agricultural Sites
· Knossos and Malia 

Trading Sites
· Coastal and northern harbors, with no farming, only trading. 
· Mochlos and Petras: very active in trade but no palaces. 

Marginal Zones
· People do not choose to live here, you cannot do a lot. You need to trade or craft to make money. People were pushed here due to land being taken up.
· Ziros region is an example of this. Trend is the agricultural sites expand and the marginal zones collapse. People start to move near the palaces or doing other things.  

Beyond the Village

First Palace at Phaistos
· Built on remnants, there was something going on here at an earlier time. Fires were common because structures were made with wood and mud bricks. 

Roots of Civilization in Early Minoan 
· Social Inequality: if not there will be no leaders. 
· Control of ever-increasing agricultural surplus: in Koloures. 
· Securing privileged access to prestige goods and knowledge. 
· Eventual control of ritual space. 
· Long Distance Trade: with Egypt and the Near East
· Specialized Craft Production: back in the Neolithic you only made what you needed, now people specialized. Craftsmen and farmers must trade with one another. 
· Urbanism: people are coming from outside into the villages. 
· Central Places: where people gather, feasts, and where people show off their wealth. 

Koloures
· Deep pits in the ground. People thought there was surplus stored here but this does not make sense because of weather. There must be another use. When found, the materials inside were garbage. Some believe sacred trees were planted inside of them. 

Central Places
· Associated with palaces, but not necessarily there. 
· Early areas for public ritual are peak sanctuaries and caves. We know people were using them for ritual because idols were found inside. 
· Mount Jouktas, on Ida. Was actually in sight of the palace it was associated with, and the central court of them usually face them. 
· Towards the end of the Early Minoan, gathering places move from the sanctuary to the palaces. This shows social restructuring, what used to be public is now under control. 

Specialist Potters
· Pouring spouts at the time alcohol is being consumed. Communal feasting. 

First Palace at Knossos: Early Minoan to Middle Minoan 
· There is a terrace wall and an access ramp on the side. 
· Central and west courts

Burial in the Early Minoan 
· Invisible disposal of corpses in the Neolithic .. what were they doing to their dead, burning them at sea? 
· A few cave burials, tholos tombs (round building) 
· Death was a status marker. 

Emergence of Elite Households 
· Houses that are much larger, and probably associated with the palaces. 
· In gateway communities, there are obvious larger houses that belong to the traders. 
· Throughout the Early Minoan, the gap grows wider and wider. Houses become ornate and fundamentally different. 

Crete at the end of the Early Minoan Period
· No destruction horizon like the mainland. 
· Beginning of urbanization
· Social inequality and emergent of the elite. 
· Early centralization and control of resources (probably by the emerging elite)
· Centralization and control of group ritual activities. 
· Emergence of palaces and central administration. 


The Middle Bronze Age of Crete 

Evans
· Wanted something to compare Knossos to: he knew of the Near East in Syria and Egyptian Temples. 

At Knossos there was no temple, there had to be a Priest- King... this puzzled scholars, perhaps the court building has two functions. 
· Priest sat in Throne Room, ruled over subjects and performed rituals. The palace was thus a temple. 
Finds tablets and does not publish them until after his death. At least one of these Linear tablets was a form of ancient Greek and when deciphered they depicted a list of commodities. 


Renfrew
· The Palace is a redistribution center controlling the agricultural hinterland. The kings served three roles: political, religious and economic. 

Everyone wanted to compare Knossos to other palaces other than interpret what they had on the ground. 

Protoplatial Period 

Caves and Peak Sanctuaries 
· Caves have been used for worship forever, the earliest places for communal gathering. 
· Kamares Cave: on Mount Ida. Fine pottery found here, also called Kamares Ware. It was found in other places as well meaning it traveled.
· Mount Jouktas: Seen in the south from the palace. You can line yourself up by looking through horns around the palace. 
· Zakros Peak Sanctuary: Peak sanctuary. Rhyton, a vessel like a giant funnel that has prints on them that show you what the time was like... whatever was happening eventually came down the palaces since they have the same impressions on frescos in the palace.... turning into communal ritual and feasting. 

Early Bronze Age Antecedents ... How to Define A Palace
Looking at Malia, Knossos and Phaistos  

Large Courts: A central and a west. West is open to the public with a raised walkway while the central is closed off to the public. Royal Road at Knossos goes all the way into town. 

Storage for Agricultural Surplus: storage facilities for agricultural surplus as well as ritual and feasting items. Stored near where it is needed. 

Kouloures: could be for grain or water. 

Adminsitrative Centres: early bronze age we don’t really have a lot of admin, but all these palaces have some sort. 

Ritual Spaces: West Façade at Knossos, shrine on the left reconstructed based on the wall painting. Opens up the central court. Temple Repositories. 

Residential Area

MIDDLE MINOAN SOCIETY 

Malia
· The function of a palace is not just in the building itself.
Cartier Mu: a lot of production going on here. Seal stone, pottery, textiles, metal. We know this because we find the Chaine Operatoire, or the production sequence. 

Chrysolakkos Cemetery
· Building here does not have graves.
· Found a few gold items here including the Malia pendant which uses granulation. This is puzzling because the technology for this is not readily available. 

A lot of functions associated with a palace without one. 

Kamares Ware
· Clay source is the Mesara Plain, which is no where near the palace at Knossos. Meaning that they were the major consumers but not the producers. 
· Art becomes really fine and hand made, but also with strange work. 

Seals and Sealings
· What seals say about their owners
· Literate
· Sealed under authority
· Pure and not tampered with
· Depictions of power
· Wealth 
· Sealings are the impression, can be a clay module. 
· Grouped seals, representing a group of people and depicting items of power. 
· Probably made with a horizontal bow lathe. 
· Not just found at the palaces, in different rooms as well as the elite houses. 

The First Writing Systems
· Cretan Hieroglyphic: not deciphered. 
· Linear A: Southern Crete, not deciphered. Syllabic. 
· Linear B: Mainland, ancient Greek. Deciphered. Indo European. 
Largest deposit of Cretan hieroglyphics at Knossos beneath a staircase. 

Some Uses of Texts
· Lables for goods/stored and shipped. 
· Tax records
· Census of people/animals
· Receipts
· List of goods for ceremonies/feasts
· Dedications 
· Seals for documents/goods. 

Phaistos Disk 
· Written from centre out or opposite. 
· Found in a part of the palace that dates previously 
· Shows symbols as if they are words. Looks like text but no one knows what it is. 

Affluent Households as Economic Entities
· Quartier Mu, Malia
· Elite Houses at Knossos
· East Wing, industrial area at Knossos: loomweight basement, probably had fallen from upper floor. Evidence of textile production. 
· Royal Pottery Stores at Knossos: always near the central court. Pouring and serving vessels. Store near where you use. Pottery Stores at Phaistos, and Malia as well. 
· Conical Cups: hierarchy of drinking. Top people would have used metal. 

Palaces Versus Elite Houses
Palaces
· Large open spaces surrounded by many rooms. 
· Evidence of communal feasting
· Large storage
· Some craft production
· High consumption of luxury goods
· High levels of administration 
Elite Houses
· Many rooms
· Private consumption
· Large storage
· High craft production with workshops. 
· Some consumption of luxury goods. 
· High levels of admin. 

Power shared between the two for now

SUMMARY
· The first palaces are built on Crete. 
· Seals and early writings emerge. 
· Beginning of administrative bureaucracy
· Luxury craft production in affluent households and workshops attached to palaces and large houses. 
· Import of exotic objects and Egyptianizing local styles. 


The Rise of the Minoan Palaces: Neopalatial Period
 
Crete: Phaistos, Malia and Knossos. 

KNOSSOS

· Palace has the central court as its focus point, west wing for storage and admin
· There is reconstruction in the central court
· Reception rooms, archives, shrine and throne room. 
· Where all the main functions are taking place and faces the central court. 
· The West Wing has a top floor, the Pia Noble, where the nobels would entertain others. 

Minoan Hall
· The important part of the palace. 
· Main components: polythyron or the pier and door partitions (doors that you can close for more or less light or privacy). Right next to this would be the lustral basin.
· Lustral Basin: where you go to clean up before being the nobels. There is no drain so perhaps water was used in a ritual way. We don’t really know how they were used. 
· Polythyron: pier and door partitions. Wooden filled in with mud brick. I shaped things on the ground show you where they were in the palace. 

Banquet Halls
· Large rooms with frescos. 
· A lot of feasting at this palace. People depicting in strange outfits and the campstool fresco

Storage

Workshops: loomweight basement. 

Linear A admin and seals. 

Minoan Villas
· Either palace controlled or commissioned. 
· Huge houses, probably not just residences, but with workshops attached. 

Neoplatial Rings: a glimpse into what people were wearing. 

A TOUR OF THE NEW PALACES
· We know mostly about Knossos. It is not reconstructed to what it would have been like in its last days, fully mycenean. 
· There was an earthquake that damaged lot of the palaces, but Knossos does not seem to be hit as hard.
· Plugged into the trade network. 

Trade in Kamares Ware
· So much people thought it was being made here. 
· Also found in Egypt so it must have been special. 

Central Palace Sanctuary
· Shrine and a ritual centre, opens up to the central court. 
· Snake goddesses: found in a pit where they threw out sacred things. 
· Sacred grove fresco: the convention of red and white people. 

Throne Room
· Nestled right in the middle but off to the side of the central court. 
· Stone seals and basin.
· Evans moved the basin to the middle of the room, flanked gryphons on each side. Perhaps whoever sat there had a ritual function. 

Antechamber
· In front of the throne room. 

Room of the womens seat
· communicates with a bunch of storerooms. 

Grandstand Fresco
· Thought to communicate the West Façade as seen from the central court. 

Ritual Sport
· Does not make sense that bulls were brought into the court but there is so much imagery here. 

Domestic Quarters
· Residential, pier and door, secluded. 
· Next to the grand staircase which was 3 storeys. 
· Kings room bigger with easier access because he had visitors. 

The Little Palace
· At the end of the Royal Road. No one really sure what it was for. 

PART TWO 


Malia
· Building Epsilon was a temporary palace built after a fire. It went out of use after the palace was built. 
· There is a road from the palace to Quartier Mu, probably a major access. 
· Sword Pommel from plaster floor: Shows that Malia was connected to Egypt. Feet on top of head, hair is tightly curled... Wearing a Minoan kilt. Likely a local product but from someone who knows the iconography. 
· Palace was looted heavily after. Cannot see how much wealth there was because they were all robbed
· Central court has some sort of ritual function. Obvious at Malia because there is an alter in the middle and an offering table. 

Phaistos
- Main Entrance and Grand Staircase: Does not have the way of funneling people in. West side and towards the town, more open. 
- All admin disappears. 

Ceremonial/Ritual Activity 
- Theatral Court: Stairs could be seats.... May or may not be stairs. You could have sat and watched whatever was happening. 
- Procession way: Raised walk ways, not likely to keep feet dry when it rains... But probably directed
- Storage: Storage shifted from the arrows to the magazines. Entrance was in the central court. Access is more restricted. 
- Royal Apartments in the North 
- Paved Central Court, lined up with sanctuary. 

Earthquake... palace abandoned. 
- Admin moved to Ayia Triada: Right next to Phasitos. Full scale admin, but not a palace. It is a villa. Linear A admin. Phastios is abandoned and rebult but does not gain back the same admin. 





e e ot e o o M o v v o e
e e ot T 003 o
Uity Moy ien by et o e e

S e e G B s oy, <o e s s

gy 1 . 1 195 s b i

b e gtathe S opens ks s
oo . Whe e . bl Wy ot
e e e e s G e
o ek 1 i g s et .




