SOC 3308   Fieldwork Assignment  
Due: Oct 30th, 2014

Ping Zhang  #6135096
Professor Willow Scobie
Part I
What is the minimum monthly income that a person can live on in the City of Ottawa? (minimum wage 11$/hr, *average labor hours 37.5 hrs * 4 weeks = $1,650)
In order to work through to get to this total for a household consisting of one adult and two children – one is 2 years old and the other is 5years old – you must research average monthly figures[footnoteRef:1] for the following amounts:  [1: ] 


	Item
	Monthly Amount

	Housing/Rent
	$1,029

	Utilities (Hydro, heat)
	$60

	Cable/Internet
	$60

	Food
	$759

	Transportation
	$120

	Clothing and diapers
	$200

	Child care
	$2,000

	Entertainment
	$70

	Misc.
	$100

	Emergency savings
	$166

	Total
	$4,564



What is the total amount needed to support this household? _________$4,564______________

What is the annual income required to support this household? _________$54,768_______________

What is the hourly waged needed?___________$30.42_____(37.5hrs/per week)_______


Part II
What is the minimum hourly wage in Ontario? _________$11_________

[bookmark: _GoBack] If the budget that you have described above is higher than the total amount based on a minimum waged income, where can you cut your budget? Describe in full sentences (up to one full paragraph). 

       Use public transportation such as ride a bike to work, or take a bus, instead of driving a car, so I can save quite a bit of money on gas and parking fees. Sell some unused items and old clothes on eBay, such as an old automobile, or some children’s clothing.  Moreover, get a small personal loan through local bank; trying to buy a house with loan would save a great amount of money on the cost of renting.  Instead of day childcare, see if it is possible to leave children at their grandparents’ place.  Since the cost of childcare is the most expensive expenditure, it would save a great deal of money if children were taken care by their grandparents or other relatives who are willing to have kids at home.  Less entrainment, no money for pleasures, there’s been no remaining balance for recreation or traveling. Buy children’s clothes and diapers from Wal-Mart; check local stores to find the best price of clothes and food. In conclusion, less comfort and poor conditions would save greater money. 
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