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Ideology and the social construction of ideas

Ideology
A body of assumptions, ideas, and value that combine into a coherent world view. 
· Ideas of the ruling class are the ruling ideas: 
 Liberalism and neo-liberalism

· David Harvey (geographer) 
Definition of neo-liberalism: 
Individual liberty and freedom are the high point of civilization – liberalism. 

Individual liberty and freedom can best be protected and achieved by an institutional structure, made up of strong private property rights, free markets, and free trade. 

· Protect ‘productivism’
Hegemony
· Intellectual, moral and political leadership
· By consent 
· A process of alliance building 
Goal of recycling and green marketing: 
Erase doubts about the culture of consumerism, 
 
Context
Post-industrial labor context: rise of precarious and uncertain work 
This ‘ non-standard’ work- outside of a full-time, permanent contract- has transformed labor relations in a number of ways.

The post-industrial economy 
· Advent of and changes brought about by computer technologies 
· Global competition 
· Corporate strategies to reduce costs and increase productivity


Social innovations
Encourage the ‘ entrepreneurial’ individual
They are risk-takers; willing to accept flexibility, focus on individual skill sets. 
Experience the hights and lows of an ‘ enterprise culture’ – have an explicit, individualized, profit-oriented sense of work. 

· These jobs demand self-investment: works bear responsibility for their own work conditions. 
· Initial capital outlay if often requires for: for training, equipment, etc.
Entrepreneurial labor groups
· Their efforts are not simply focus on protecting or advancing their interests against capital. 
Self-reproduction: 

Workers produce solutions and create their own work.

Corporatism; 
Union activity that protects the sectional interests of a group rather than the general interests of society. 
In the case of the Vancouver Olympics, construction labor groups mobilized to attract investment to their communities for reasons of work 

Profit sharking 
· Incentives for workers
· Ford workers to get record $8.8—profit share cheques”

For Motor will pay record profit sharing cheques to United Auto Workers members after posting record profit in North America. 
Part of their labor agreement
In return, workers gave up an increase in their hourly pay rate. 
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