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· Bull Jumping
· Seal stones
· Theseus and the Minotaur
· Labyrinth
· Labyr – Double Axe
· Inth – Place
· Place of the double axe
· Indo-European routs
· Stone Ryton (bull head that pours wine)

Class 14/01/2015
Helladic Civilization 2800-1150bc (Mycenaeans 1600-1150bc)
· Fundamental period of Greek society (mythology and such)
· The Citadel of Mycenae
· Hill top fortified refuge, not just a city
· A lot of buildings inside
· Steep, not easily accessible 
· Closed and highly hierarchal society
· Particular form, megaron
· Heart of the palace
· Used to feasts and events
· Standardized architectural form
· Porch, anteroom, harph? (google third)
· The Lion Gate
· The one entrance to the citadel
· Entrance is the most fortified part of the wall
· Killing zone – bottle necks to be able kill them 
· Cyclopean – Cyclopes’ built these walls (the Greeks thought)
· Mycenae
· Covers about 8 acers of land
· The palace of Knossos (the single biggest building in the Aegean world) was about as large as it
· Very militaristic
· Commanding hilltop fortress – view stretches for 20km
· Because there were 3 other citadels within 20km of Mycenae it tells us about their political structure
· All are constantly at war with one another
· Grave Circle A
· Royal burial ground
· Older than rest of citadel (about 300yrs before walls, 200yrs before palace)
· It was intentionally incorporated into the citadel
· To take their previous kings and make them heroes
· Placed in the gate way so that these heroes with their divine and protective force protect it 
· Single richest archeological site ever
· Shaft graves
· Different sizes
· Royal members were placed in here
· Family graves, buried together
· 9 men, 8 women, 2 children
· Grave offerings
· Five gold death masks that were placed over the faces of some of the dead men
· Gold ornaments were sewn into the winding sheets that covered the body
· Silver ryton, bull, double headed axe, gold seal stones (Minoan cultural influence)
· Warfare concentration – weapons, armour…
· Linear B tablets
· Earliest form of written Greek
· More of these than Linear A which was why it was easier to decipher than Linear A
· Not meant to be permanent
· Words are written syllabically
· Entire # of symbols is 90 
· Pictographs are also used (ideograms)
· To keep track of inventories
·   A professional group of scribes, kings, and elites are the only one that know this script (same with Linear A) not the commoners
· Apollo’s name does not appear in Linear B
· Script used to read the Minoan language – may not work well with the Greek language
· Basileus = King
· Social Hierarchy: 
· Wanax (lord/king) – moves up to god
· Basileis (mayors) – moves up to king
· Tereta (land owners) – elite
· Craftsmen/Professionals
· Slaves
· No word for farmer – everyone is 
· Military Hierarchy:
· Lawagetas (leader of the people) – not clear if it’s the king or not
· Hequetai (followers/companions) – aristocrats that form the military officers that follow 
· Foreign Relations The Trojan War
· Occurred around 1200bc the end of the Bronze Age
· Most famous myth 
· Subject of Homer’s Iliad – written 750bc
· Ilion = Troy
· Troops sail from Greece to Troy to begin a 10yr war to take the city
· Cause of war is violation of hospitality
· Falls in love with Helen of Sparta, he steels Helen and takes her to Troy which ensues a war
· Bronze Age ends 1150bc
· Writing disappears
· Greece becomes illiterate until about 800bc
· Stories passed down by word of mouth leaving room for alteration 
· Can Homer tell us anything accurate about the Late Bronze Age?
· Correct about Mycenae and it’s power and dominance
· Correct about Troy
· All the heroes come from known Mycenaean citadels, which were gone by the time Homer came around
· Mentions the Boar’s Tusk Helmet – an elite object, only the most Mycenaean man would wear (disappeared at the end of the Bronze Age, yet describes it perfectly)
· Tells of the Tower Shield (Covers from chin to ankle, though the shields used in Homer’s day were smaller and round)
· Troy was the biggest citadel in the Bronze Age
· Cover ~45 acers of land
· Maritime power
· The End of the Mycenaeans  
· Widespread unrest (1300-1150bc)
· ~1200bc Hittite empire falls
· Sea Peoples attack Egypt
· ALL Mycenaean citadels destroyed
· What happened?
· Internecine Warfare (too many wars between one another that they exhausted their resources, though there is no evidence that they were ever under siege or taken by a military force)
· Marxist Revolution (social unrest due to divide of rich and poor)
· Foreign Invasion (militarily superior force from the north conquered)
· Natural Catastrophe (evidence of earthquake damage)
· Climate Change (period of extended drought)
· Systems Collapse Theory (when you have a complex economic system that depends significantly on one commodity and there is a disturbance in the supply of this commodity it can bring down the economy and the civilization – in this case the commodity was copper and tin)
· The “Weight of Empire” Theory (that all empires at their peak are unsustainable, in terms of population, military capability, economics)



Class 19/01/2015
The Dark (Iron) Age (1150-800bc)
· Collapse of culture
· Becomes oral culture, no more writing
· Massive depopulation
· Drops by ~75%
· No evidence of people dying – no bodies
· Economic situation has forced migration – economic refugees 
· Farmers had become semi-nomadic by transferring their land goods into mobile goods (cows, sheep) to protect them from plunder
· Switch from Bronze age to Iron age is considered a decline for the Greeks because they held bronze at a higher value
· Patriarchal society  “big man” or basileus
· Everything decreases I size and value from the transition from the bronze age to the iron age
· Oikos or Megaron
· Megaron, standard architectural form
· Oikos smaller, but has same standard architectural form as the Megaron, because of the decrease in wealth and power of the society
The Archaic Period (800-490bc)
· Arche = “beginning” and “rule”
· The origin of Greek civilization
· Revival of culture
· Writing occurs again
· New form of political organization – the polis “city-state”
· These are very small with small populations
· Tend to have standardized forms
· Athens most powerful
· Acropolis in center, a fortifiable last refuge. Has the temple of the gods, state treasury
· Open area, agora – a market place, gathering the population for religious/political/military reasons
· The entire urban area is fortified with walls
· Cemeteries are located outside the walls
· Types of Government in the Polis
· Politikos “matters pertaining to the city-state”
· Aristotle: “Man is a political animal”
· The concerns of the governance of the city state are the concerns of all man
· All men should be involved in the politics and the protection of their state,
· The idiotes – you are an idiot if you are not partaking in the governance of your state
· 1. Monarchy
· Basileus (one man who rules in the interest of the majority)
· Tyrannos (a man who rules in his own interests)
· 2. Oligarchy – Owned by a few men that share power, the elite 
· Aristocracy (ruled by the best man and is qualified by birth) 
· Plutocracy (people who can hold political power not just by their birth but by their wealth)
· 3. Democracy – the brute force rule of the citizens 
· One of the worst forms of government – mob rule
· Great Period of Colonization (750-550bc)
· Greeks redeemed their international contacts that they lost in their transition from the Bronze Age
· They sent out population around the coast line to settle new Greek cities
· They learned new things from other civilizations to help their economy
· Metropolis
· Mother city that sends out colonies for political, militaristic, and economic allies
· All this aids the Greeks in getting out of the Dark Ages
· The Hellenes and Panhellenism
· Greeks call themselves the Hellenes
· The alphabet
· Greeks borrowed from the Phoenicians, 800bc
· They take this and immediately being writing literature instead of things like Linear A and B
· Olympic Games, 776bc
· The biggest festival in the Greek world to Zeus 
· Every 4 years they gathered at Olympia
· If you speak Greek, you could compete
· Emergence of the oracle of Apollo at Delphi
· Where humans can speak to the gods
· Gods answer through the Pythia
· Apollo is one of two gods that know everything about the past present and future
· Gods never lie
· All Greek city states can come and ask a question
· 12 Olympian Gods
· Sparta
· Located in the southern part of the Peloponnese
· In Laconia or Lacedaemon 
· Laconic – man of action not words
· Called themselves Lacadaemonians
· One major center of power in Laconia
· Laconia one of the biggest territories, thus the biggest powers in the Greek world
· Sparta protected by mountains from other states
· Spartan Society
· Are concur 
· Citizens known as the spartiates
· Must be born into a Spartan family to be a Spartan, no one else can be a citizen 
· Perioikoi – the people who are concurred and then dwell around the Spartans, they are not citizens so they cannot participate in politics, but they do have duties like to fight in the Spartan army. Have the right of protection under Spartan law
· Helots – the people who are concurred and turned into slaves for the Spartans 
· Conquest of Messenia
· Becomes almost all helots
· Sparta becomes an ultra-militaristic state to keep control on the threat of Helot revolt 
· Hoplite Phalanx – a close packed formation of heavily armed infantry men
· Spartans have the largest territory after the conquest of Messenia

