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Aristotle +

Liberal Democracy 
· Liberty is another tool to temper the excesses of democracy 
· It tries to create a culture through responsible freedom to ensure a democracy doesn’t incline to excess 
· Place for law 
· Small ‘l’ liberalism 
· Seen as promoting freedom, liberty, etc. as a cultural value 
· Liberal party 
·  Not everything they think or do is small ‘l’ liberal 
·  They have policies that don’t fit liberalism 

Arguments for liberalism 
1) Natural rights or natural laws 
a.  Suggests there’s something inherent and universal about liberalism
2)  Utilitarianism  
a. Ideal that liberalism makes more people happy than the alternative
b. Thus, if you want to make people happy liberalism gets you closer to that 

Natural Rights 
· ‘The American experience’ 
· “Human” Rights or natural rights permutated before the American declaration of independence 
· Belief that rights are inherent, universal  
· Embodied by the American Declaration of Independence 
· They are inalienable rights
· Our fundamental freedoms are in section 2 of the CRAF 
· These rights are rooted in a distrust of the state 
· Americans wrote a constitution in a way that embodies that distrust

Utilitarian Argument 
· Find justification for a commitment to liberty in its usefulness 
· It’s what will keep people happy 
· Jeremy Bentham known for his utilitarian principle  
· Utility principle –  actions or behaviors are right in so far as they promote happiness or pleasure
· Greatest happiness of the greatest number from liberalism 


Utilitarian Liberalism 
· JS Mill on Liberty 
· People should be able to fully develop their individuality – as long there is no harm done to anyone else
· Harm principle – any exercise of liberty that hurts others can there by be restraint 
· We inherent a notion of liberty that is more like the United Kingdom than the United States
· You can’t pursue a liberal life if you are constrained by economic circumstances 
· Onus on government to prove necessity of limits on citizen liberty  

3 principles of liberal democracy  
1) Protection of the private sphere 
a. “There’s no place for the state in beds of the nation” – P.E. Trudeau 
2) Respect for minority rights 
a. Limits to what majorities can do 
b. They are designed to respond to uniquely Canadian issues 
i. I.e. minority language groups should be entitled to some sort of protection for their rights to schooling 
c.  Multicultural rights 
d.  Section 15 of the CRAF establishes our equality rights 
e. Constitutions are often used to try and secure any limits 
f. Culture and the constitution are not always in full agreement – it is a little notorious for not reflecting the state at play 
3)  The rule of law
a. No one is above the law (including the government) 
i. The government cannot justify the behavior of the state based on what the majority wanted 
ii. I.e. The police have to constrain any abuse they may inflict on individuals
b. [bookmark: _GoBack] Law should be applied equally and impartially
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