Poli 101 – September 10, 2014 
Regime Principles 

Sovereignty and Legitimacy
· The clearer expression of sovereignty – the more legitimate it is
· If there is a high cost of implementation – more legitimate 
· If there is a low cost of implementation (which does not require consultation) – less legitimate 
· I.e. Referendum – high cost of implementation –high legitimacy 




Political Equality 
· It does not mean social or economic equality 
· But, it does mean a relatively equal role in political rule 
· I.e. you don’t have to be from a particular bloodline in order to run for parliament 
· Social and economic inequality can threaten political equality
· I.e. Bill Gates used his economic power to get around government policies to introduce a new curriculum for high schools to teach history 
· Regimes try to limit the impact of money, like donations, on the political process 
· Federal and provincial laws have placed restrictions on “third party advertising” 

Equality 
· Rough equality of voice representation by population or “rep by pop” within parliament 
· In order to reduce the influence of social and economic inequality in public choices of their MPs – the government has enacted laws for campaign spending 

Bottom line of equality 
· Regime belongs equally to all citizens 
· We have the equality of citizenship 
· All of us have an equal right to run for office 
· The government’s accountability is to all Canadians 

(un) Political Equality 
· Can be promoted through rights instruments 
· I.e. constitutions, human rights acts)
· Laws apply equally to everyone – rule of law 
· Positive equality – the government needs to make decisions to help protect minorities 
· I.e. affirmative action 

Liberty 
· Freedom 
· Private sphere 
· There are places that government has no business
- Freedom of choice within the bounds of the law 

Liberal Democracy 
· Liberty another tool utilized to temper the excesses of democracy 
· There is place for law within a liberal democrarcy 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I.e. hate speech is restricted by law for a reason
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