Poli 101 – September 5, 2014
Chapter 1 

What’s a regime? 
· A system of rule or ruling 

It is composed of 2 things:  
1) Institutions of government i.e. Constitution, political parties 
a. Institutions of a regime reflect their principles
2) Principles that inform those institutions i.e. democracy 

Aristotle: The Politics 
· Central Questions: Whose interests are served by a regime? What is the purpose, and who's goals are you trying to realize? 

Aristotle on Regimes 
· First question rephrased: Just or unjust outcome? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Normative: asking questions about norms enables us to make judgments about whether a system is just or unjust  
· Think about regimes with some judgment in mind 

Second Question: Who rules? Few or many?
· Aristotle’s Regime Types 
· Explained on the chart in the text 
· There are 6 types of regimes  
· Aristotle’s regime types are Pure Types  
· No system ever lives up to the ideal 
· Few regimes in history are pure 
· Most are a mixture of different types of regimes - but lean towards one pure type 
· One ruler - Just – Kingship
· Ruler has a commitment to the greater public good
· “Benevolent Dictatorship” – one that looks out for the common interests 
· I.e. “The Greats” – Alexander the Great, Peter the Great, Katherine the Great 
· Opposite – Ivan the terrible 
· One Ruler - Unjust – Tyranny 
· Gain or aggrandizement of one individual 
· Ruler has no pretensions to the public good
· Few rulers - Just - Aristocracy 
· I.e. Siena in Tuscany, Italy
· A regime run by a few elites but with pretensions to the public good 
· “Elites pledged to the greater good”
·  Probably the most rare type of regime
· Few Rulers - Unjust – Oligarchy
·  Elites work together to ensure their own dominance and well being (self interest)
· I.e. Chateau Clique (Lower Canada, Quebec) and the Family Compact (Upper, Ontario) in Upper and Lower Canada
· Many Rulers - Unjust - Democracy 
· Rule by the demos (the many) in pursuit of their own good
· It is believed to be flawed because the many tend to oppress the few 
· The Few include the rich and the landed 
· Canada is not truly a democracy
· Many Rulers - Just – Polity
· It combines the best of both worlds 
· Broad participation and commitment to the public good 
· The more voices that are heard help the common good become clearer and then it can be pursued 

Tyranny of the Majority 
· Causes a distrust of democracy, 
· Some of the greatest democrats have been distrustful of the “masses” 
· Majorities don’t always respect minorities 
· Interest of the many can trample the few, which is not good in the overall common good

Canadian democracy 
· More than just simple democracy 
· Values or principles inform the basic commitment to democracy - and limit majority rule
· Values are flexible and they evolve 
·  Should be reflected in institutions, but the institutions may be slow in reflecting them 
· Then there needs to be a change
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