Poli 101 – October 29, 2014
Parliament/Judiciary 

Senate Reform 
· Presently want to limit the term to 9 years (potentially renewable) 
· Consultative elections from the provinces 
· PM once pledged he wouldn’t appoint unelected Senates 
· Tried to change the senate with no big constitutional change 
· Supreme court said that the provinces have to be more involved in regards to senate reform 

Parliamentary Reform
· Relaxed party discipline – potentially more free votes 
· One line, two line, three line, whip 
· More private members bills 
· Stronger, more independent committees 
· More watchdogs and resources 

Parliament and the “centre” 
· Concerns rooted in party discipline 
· Restricted role of Hose as a deliberative body 
· Efficiency versus checks and balances 

Executive Power (Government of the Day)	     Legislative Power (Parliament) 
Judicial Power (Courts)

Judiciary – Basic Tasks
I. Adjudication of disputes 
a. Private parties 
b. Public law 
II. Judicial Inquiries and Commissions 
III. Judicial Review 

Adjudication/Inquiries 
· Service to society for civil matters (Private law)
· Independence from the state for public law 
· Independence leverages in service in inquiries

Judicial Review
· Constitutions require interpretation 
· Source of substantial political power 
· Not looking for power… but 

How cases get to court
· Real cases
· Real conflicts between individuals and the state or other individuals
· Big M Drug Mart and Sunday shopping
· Reference cases 
· Reference Re: Secession of Quebec 

Judicial Review 
· To solve a dispute, you might need to interpret the relevant law
· Hold law up to standards of the constitution 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Effectively a change in the law 
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