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The Executive/ Parliament 

Ministerial Responsibility 
· Ministers are responsible for the steering – they decide which way the boat goes 
· Ministers are quiet dependent on the advice of the public servants 
· Corollary of responsible government 
· Way we can make sure what happens in government is accountable to the political electorate 
· Minister is responsible for the actions of a department 
· Minister also responsible for the political direction of the department (steering) 
· Public servants don’t always agree with the policies they have to implement – but they will do what they’re required
· Public servant has a duty to give their best advice – but once they’ve given it its up to the politicians to decide whether or not they want to take it 
· If Canadians don’t like the steering – they have someone to hold accountable 

Accountability Structure 







· Provincial public service has the same structure! 
· They have equivalents across the country 

Accountability
· Parliament
· Committees 
· Standing Committees (Public Accounts, Justice and Human Rights) 
· Ad Hoc Committee (Bill C-20 Committee)
· Created for specific purposes 
· Committees can hear from anyone 
· I.e. expert witnesses, scientists, etc.

Agents or Officers of Parliament 
· They are independent and report to parliament  
· Auditor General 
· Asks questions about contracting processes, different projects departments have done 
· Official Languages Commissioner 
· Information Commissioner 
· Privacy Commissioner 
· Chief Electoral Officer 
· Responsible for the conduct of elections 
· Ensure that parties abide by the rules 
· Originally we just had the first 5
· Conflict of Interest and Ethics Commissioner 
· Commissioner of Lobbying 
· Public Sector Integrity Commissioner 
· Parliamentary Budget Officer 
· Present Officer is very critical of the current governments public spending 

Parliament 

Parliament’s Functions
· Representation 
· Passage of legislation 
· Where ideas become laws 
· Debate and Deliberation 
· Over the directions and content of legislation and government actions 
· Holds the Cabinet publicly accountable 

I – Representation 
· Boundaries change every 10 years 
· Constituencies abide largely by ‘rep by pop’ 
· Some over-represented (urban), some under-represented (spaced out pop) 
· Senatorial floor (1915)
· Lowest senate delegation is 4 – PEI 
· Grandfather clause (1985) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]provides that at future redistributions no province will be allocated fewer seats in the house than it had at the time the 1985 Act came into force
· Populations grow – seats to the HOC are added 
· Next election – 30 seats will be added to the HOC (about 10% more!)

2 – Passage of Legislation 
· Foremost business is the adoption of bills 
· Private member’s bills 
· Michael Chong bill – not proposing as a government bill – proposing it as an individual 
· Government Bills – brought to the House by a Minister 
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