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 Graphic really important for essay questions 

Majority Government 
· Most of the time we get a majority – so it is not always necessary to go through all the steps in the flowchart 
· Does Canada have an elected dictatorship? 
· When a party has a majority – and it is disciplined – the conclusion after a house vote is relatively clear – “foregone” conclusion 
· I.e. Canada sending a fighter plane to attack ISIS – even if Canadians don’t support it – a majority in the house can put it through 
· What the PM wants – the PM gets! 
· Party discipline is the key factor – ensures there are foregone conclusions 
· There are certain circumstances it weakens – usually when majorities are weaker 
· When there is a clear majority – they can still ensure they will win 
· Kept in check by popular opinion 
· Caucus revolts – the elected members of the party not standing for the decision and laws their parties want to pass anymore – reflecting popular opinion 
· I.e. Alberta + kicking out their premier 
· Problematic – you need the support to win the house and when you get the disciplined support – you get A LOT of control 

Minority Government 
· When no party possesses a majority 
· Unstable and don’t last long 
· We don’t usually live under minority governments, but they’re not abnormal
· When there is a minority the previous government has first crack at the house 
· Can still function – but is in a much more unstable situation 
· I.e. In the 1960s – 1970s – liberals were depended on the NDP for support –
As a result social trademarks like Medicare came out! – thus, minority governments enable more creative legislation

Powers of the Crown 
· Cultural and governmental connection to the monarchy 
· Extensive on paper – the Constitution 
· Executive Power 
· Legislative Power – part of parliament 
· Royal assent 


Walter Bagehot
· Distinguished the dignified and efficient parts of the constitution 
· Dignified – ceremonial – stays out of the fray of the system 
· Efficient – actually doing the work 
· Intelligible 
· Advantages – it gave logic to the exercise of authority and an umbrella that average people can understand 
· Helps to focus power – more efficient 
· Conventions minimize the Crown to a dignified role 
· Advice to the crown = demand 

Dignified versus Efficient 
· Trudeau and the Queen pic 

Reserve Powers
· Name the PM
· Allows GG to have discretion if necessary 
· Dismiss the PM
· Necessary if there’s someone in power who declines to take the result of a confidence vote seriously 
· Make appointments 
· On the advice of the cabinet 
· Governor on council appointments 
· Sometimes there might be abuse of this power 
· I.e. When a party knows it is going to lose in the upocoming election and they want to appoint 400 of their friends to jobs in the government the GG has to say NO!
· Dissolve the HOC
· Does so on advice of PM or premier 
· He doesn’t have to follow it if its too abusive 

King-Byng Affair 
· Election of 1925 – Minority Government 
· King’s second minority – worked for 8 months
· Customs Scandal involving his party – looked like the government would fall
· King requested, Byng refused, dissolution 
· Used his powers to call upon the Conservatives to get the confidence of the house, but the Conservative leader failed 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Then, Byng carried out the request
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