Poli 101 – October 6, 2014 
Responsible Government 

Mid Term 
· Today and Wednesday will help with scenario in the essay
· Election result from the house of commons – what happens as a result – what the rules of responsible government tell us will happen

Forming Governments 
· Electoral role is choosing the people who go to parliament 
· Electorate does not elect the government of the day 
· The electorate elects a parliament which chooses the government od the day by bestowing its confidence 
· Confidence = basis on which we know the government of the day is going to be 
· Party ID – the confidence of the house is likely to belong to the party with the most seats 
· Clearest expression = majority supporting that particular party 
· Electorate  Parliament  Cabinet is chosen from the support it gets from the lower house (choice is from PM only bc PM has been given confidence – able to give that advice to the crown 

1) Crown holds ultimate responsibility for choosing government 
2) Asks the leader of a party most likely to have the confidence of the house 
a. Majority – not much doubt 
b. 1984 – Brian Mulroney – Conservatives had 211 seats – they could easily win a vote in the house of commons 
c. Party System – we do have minority governments – gets trickier – there is other cues as to who will have a majority in the house 
Rules and Conventions again! 
3) Government remains in power until it resigns, even if there is an election in between 
a. We’re never without government 
b. Good to know they’ll be there in an emergency i.e. terrorist attack 
c. Unconventional if government begins passing a bunch of legislation during an election period 
4) PM must resign if confidence of the House is lost or has no prospect of gaining the confidence of a new assembly 

· Governments are not elected, but formed by the confidence (or lack thereof) of the House
· Confidence is the electricity 


Majority and Minority Governments 
· Majority government perceived as ‘natural and proper’ 
· Shockingly political parties always make this argument 
· Parties appeal to the stability of having a majority government
· Easiest way to judge the confidence of the House 
· But there are other ways to maintain the confidence of the House
· Coalitions are rare in Canadian history
· Coalitions are ‘agreements’  
· 18 months in the norm length of minority governments
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