Poli 101 – October 3, 2014 
Responsible Government 

5 Conventions
1) Ministers are MPs – derives their legitimacy and makes them accountable 
2) Confidence – easy if you have a majority government 
3) Crown will act only on ‘advice’ 
a. Advice to the crown is generally understood as a command 
b. Some advice comes from the PM alone 
c. Crown has no discretion in day to day governing – all appointments made by government by governor are made on advice – Crown has very little discretion 
4) Cabinet Solidarity 
a. Ministers must work together – not very transparent bc they have to discuss disagreement in private – and in public share same opinion
b. Collective responsibility – lose power collectively 
c. The government stands or falls as one 
· PM can only pick MPs or future MPs as cabinet members 
· There might be internal tension in the cabinet – bc people from different regions might disagree – i.e. new naval ships – who gets it? BC or Maritimes? 
· The longer they’ve been in cabinet – the more power they have 
5)	 Non-confidence 
a. A cabinet which loses the confidence of the house must resign or request an election 
b. Two ways it can be demonstrated 
i. Explicit motion of non confidence 
ii. Loss of an important vote (i.e. budget) – Joe Clark brought in a budget that would increase gas tax and he had a minority and he lost that vote – he decided to request an election of the GG 

Responsible Government 
· Conventions modify the role of the Crown out of recognition – Crown holds power but only ceremoniously – and their powers are restricted by conventions 
· House serves as the agent of the people 
· Allows for a fusion of the executive and legislature that is more efficient, but still accountable

Refine our definition 

Responsible government is: 
· A regime in which legislative and executive power are fused together in a cabinet which is accountable to an assembly of the people’s elected representatives

The Paradox 
· A government that is continuously accountable to the ‘popular’ branch – but by virtue of that breaches of confidence, has control over both legislative and executive power 

Pros and Cons 

Pros
· More immediate accountability 
· Flexibility – things can change 
· Energetic government – clear popular mandate – won a majority – likely it’ll be able to do these big things without much opposition 
Cons
· Indirect accountability – political parties are not the best agents for this accountability bc they have their own agendas 
· Uncertainty – rules aren’t always clear – prorogue crisis – bc there’s ambiguity in the rules its hard to know what’s supposed to happen 
· Energetic government – can bring in a lot of things that aren’t in the public interest in the population 
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