Poli 101 – October 1, 2014
Responsible Government 

Mid Term 
· 4 of 8 definitions (20 minutes) – 40% term – provide definition, choice between 8 different terms, use an example, be clear, connect them together – refer terms at the end of the chpaters 
· 1 compulsory essay question 60% (30 minutes) 
· It will test everything until a day before the exam 
· Essay: Question around responsible government 
· Scenario – apply what you know about responsible government to it 
· It will most likely be about an election result 

Mii 
· Legislative Power – Parliament – Make Laws 
· Executive Power – Government of the day – Implement Laws  
· Judicial Power – (Courts) – Interpret Laws 
· USA’s separation of powers creates tension and inefficiency 
· It reduces abuse of power but creates inefficient service delivery 

Separation of Powers 
· Intentional inefficiency in a separated system 
· Fused system = more efficient = more energetic bc it can do more stuff
·  I.e. universal health care
· It got done when enough people wanted it to be 
· This can be bad if the government of the day has bad ideas bc they can implement them quiet easily
· I.e. national sales tax 
· Ease of implementing a “mandate” 
· They have platforms they were elected on the basis of and they go back to it and say “We have a mandate to do these things” 
· Government can lose confidence of the house overnight then, things change 
· I.e. Alberta when Allison Redford was in trouble for travel expenses and her party members didn’t like her  they quickly changed their leader

The Executive in a Parliamentary System 
· Parliament > The House of Commons (interchangeable) 
· Most energetic and relevant part 
· It’s bigger than that! 
· Includes the Executive (PM and Cabinet)   
· Its acceptable for some cabinet members to come from the senate (1 or 2 people exception) 
· A person without seats in house of commons is expected to seek a seat when it is possible
· There is usually a gentlemen’s agreement that no one else competitively run for it 
· Parties look for candidates that will good cabinet members
· Execs are voting members of the house of commons 
· They are like super members bc they have other responsibilities
· Harper is a MP as well! 
· Crown is formally apart of parliament 
· It gives royal assent to new laws  
· The Senate (second chamber) 

Head of State 
· Queen Elizabeth II 
· Historical role for the government 
· Rep in Canada by governor general and lieutenant governors (exclusively Canadians appointed to the roles by the advice of the government of the day)
· David Johnson is our GG
· A lot of work is ceremonial 
· They have causes like children’s literacy (not too controversially)

Constitutional Rules
· Executive power vested in the Crown 
· Crown is apart of parliament  
· Queen’s privy council to the Crown comes from the legit holders of the power 

Conventions
· Conventions do a lot to modify constitutional law
· Basic rules of responsible government can be summarized in 5 conventions 

I – Ministers are MPs
· Cabinet need to be before the house this makes government responsible for the decisions it makes
· Ministers have to be there to answer for what the governments doing 
· Some (important) exceptions – senators, party leaders

II – Confidence 
· GG appoints those with confidence of the House 
· Appointment of government is among the power of GG, on basis of who is likely to have the confidence of the house 
· Whoever is able to win a majority in the legislature has clear confidence
· You don’t need a majority to remain the confidence but it is the best way to win votes 
· Responsible Government is still Party Government which is nowhere in the constitution 
· Amount of independent individuals elected is very low 
· The government must be able to command a majority (own membership, or agreements with other parties) 
· Majority government = easy confidence 
· Understanding with another party (formal, or simple agreement) = confidence 

[bookmark: _GoBack] How to measure confidence is going to be apart of the essay question
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