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Elections 

· Meant to facilitate representative aspect of democracies 

What motivates representatives to represent? 
· Microcosm theory – assembly mirrors population 
· I.e. 50% men and 50% women 
· Will therefore have same options 
· Problems – who gets to choose who these people are? 
· Through elections we will not get this rep body 
· What characteristics are important? 
· Homeless reps? 
· Few examples of this theory in the Canadian regime to certain extent 
· I.e. the Cabinet 
· Happens bc the PM can choose 
· I.e. the Senate 
· I.e. Supreme Courts 

· Principal-Agent theory – each rep is an agent to his/her voters 
· Motivated by fear of next election 
· Like hiring an accountant for your taxes 
· Each agent has a responsibility – anyone can do it if they’re good agents 
· They’ll be good bc if they aren’t they’ll get fired 

How should individuals represent? 
· Delegate model – rep is a living survey of constituents 
· What the people want, the people get 
· I.e. if the people want the delegate to vote against gay marriage – the delegate will 
· Trustee model – rep decides what’s best for country (what Burke would choose) 
· “Your representation owes you, not his industry only, but his judgment; and he betrays instead of serving you, if he sacrifices your opinion” – Burke after he got elected 
· Party representation model – rep does what the party says 
· The party presents a mandate to the public that it should follow 
· If they win they have electoral legitimacy to carry out their mandates 
· Income splitting – apart of the Conservative 

Electoral Systems 
· Electoral system – the means by which votes are translated into seats in the process of electing politicians into office 
· Many types (60+)
Elements of an Electoral System 
· Number of seats 
· Canada – 308 seats 
· Number of districts 
·  Linked to the number seats 
· 435 in the USA – 1 in Israel 
· District magnitude 
· How many reps are elected per district – Canada 1 person per riding
· 120 in Israel  
· Counting procedure
· 3 major forms 
· Majoritarian 
· Idea that majority rules – if everyone can’t agree, go with the majority 
· Considered desirable in a two party systems  
·  Canadian political parties have a run off 
· Plurality 
· Voting procedure used in provincial and federal elections 
· Party that gets the most votes wins – first past the post 
· Very common no one gets over 50% but there’s still a winner 
· Proportional 
· Parties get certain percent of the vote – and that will reflect what the HOC looks like 
Districting 
· Rep by pop 
· In CA, 1867
· Each constituency should have relative the same population
· Regions can get too large for one representation
· Senatorial Clause
· Gifting extra seats to small provinces  
· No province will have fewer MPs than Senators 
· PEI has a population that justifies one MP, but bc they have 4 senators they get 4 MPs 
· Grandfather Clause
· No province could have fewer seats than they had in the 34?th parliament
· Certain provinces get way more voting provinces than others 
· Representation rule 
· From the Conservatives 
· Ontario, Quebec, Alberta and BC are going to get more seats 



Districting 
· Negative gerrymandering
· Positive gerrymandering
· Concentrate like people, in like places  
· Right to draw these lines are moved from the government to a non-partisan entity – Elections Canada 
· Not really an issue anymore except one time in PEI

Canada’s Electoral System: Single Member Plurality 
· Single Member Plurality aka first-past-the-post 
· District magnitude: 1 rep per riding 
· Plurality: the winner gets the most votes (not the majority) 

SMP Features
· Voters Like 
· Simple 
· Direct representative linking voters to Parliament 
· Voters do not lie 
· Limited choice 
· Party strong relative to the candidate 
· Provide the electorate about what the potential MP is going to do 
· $$$ to run 
· Crossing the floor
· MP changes party after MP gets elected  

SMP Effects: Wasted Votes
· Surplus votes for winning candidates 
· Votes for losing candidates 
· Strategic voting 
· Source of lower voter turn out 

SMP Effects – Distortions 
· Favors largest party 
· Favors regional parties 
· Punishes smaller parties (nationwide) 
· Regionalism is exasperated in Parliament 
· 5 of 75 seats in Quebec, 4 of them are in cabinet 

· Artificial majorities 
· 3 true majorities 
· 13 artificial majorities
· 13 minority governments 
· Extreme distortions 
· Examples:
· BC 2001 Liberal government 
· 57.6% of votes, 97.5% of seats 
· NB: 1987 Liberal Government 
· 60.4% of votes, 100% of seats 
· Wrong winners 
· 1996 BC Provincial Election 
· NDP “won” a majority government with 37,000 less votes than the official opposition  


Poll 101~ November 17,2014
Elctions

L 50% e 0 50% women.
i oo ——
et we il e by
Py
IS ey SRR SR——
i bt
2 LS

P A by e g e vt
TRty oot o cion

e couan oo s
e e
e e e e e 08

e peopi e g
£ e e h g vt it 3 mariage e
e
T e s (e vt
et e o e s sty .t s et -
e e s e e
Fpmston il et oy e
ey s e ol o g o
eyt v o s o s o o s
o i s o e

Bortsptoms
T e e - h s by e s e et
i
R



