​How Europe Underdeveloped Africa

Chapter 4: Europe and the Roots of African Underdelopment

4.1 The European Slave Trade as a Basic Factor in African Underdevelopment

· before reaching a society where he worked as a slave, the african was a free man

· Arab slave trade – east african and sudanese were taken by the Arabs and were sold to Arab buyers

· European salve trade – africans shipped to europeans by eurpoeans

· very often a captive was sold and resold as he made his way from the interior to the port of embarkation – form of trade

· captives were obtained however through warfare, trickery, banditry and kidnapping

· it is important to realise when measuring the effect of european slave trade that it is also a measure of social violence than any trade. 

· Destructiveness can be shown to be the logical consequence of the manner of recruitement of captives in Africa

· how were the africans imported?

· About ten million africans landed alive in americas, atlantic islands and europe

· number is minimized – there were also millions that died in the process of reaching there

· atlantic crossing or 'middle passage' as was called by europeans was nototrious for the number of deaths – around 15%-20%

· many also in african between time of capture and embarkation – where captives had to travels hundreds of miles

· many were also killed and injured so as to extract the millions who were taken alive

· This was a massive loss to the labour force of africa and was made more critical because it was composed of all the able bodied young men and women

· salves were preferred to be young  and healthy therefore the best were taken

· nothing suggests an increase in african population after the 15th century although tht trend existed in the rest of the world

· millions of childbearing ages were eliminated from populations

· population growth played a major role in eurpoean devlopement in providing labour markets and the pressures which led to further advance. 

