Review for December Exam

Lecture 1: What is Culture?
Definition of culture:
“The system of meanings about the nature of experience that are shared by a people and passed on from one generation to another” (Robbins & Larkin, 2007:309).
· Important Point: Culture is rooted in time and shaped by history but it is never static; people both reproduce and change elements of their culture over time
· Members of a society view the world in the same way because they share the same culture 
· As people move to Canada, they contribute to our culture

Lecture 2: How Do Anthropologists Study Culture?
· What is an ethnography?
· A published version of an anthropologists fieldwork - when someone goes in and lives with a society and then writes about it 
· Reflexivity – thinking about thinking, to re-examine your own work, being your own critic, holding your own work up to scrutiny 
· Video: Off the Veranda:
· Do anthropologists still believe it is possible to find the native’s point of view? 
· It is impossible to get inside someone’s head and see the world through their eyes

Lecture 3: What is Progress? 
Definition of Progress:
“The idea that human history is the story of a steady advance from a life dependent on the whims of nature to a life of control and domination over natural forces” (Robbins & Larkin, 2007:312).
· Progress is a way of getting more control over your environment 
· The idea or progress clearly has some ethnocentric views when it comes to the “good life” 
· The “modern world” is considered the Western world where people are creating new technologies and there is growth and improvements 
· Why did we change from Hunting & Gathering to Agriculture?
· Population growth, people could not continue with hunting and gathering
· Agriculture is an easier, safer, and more productive way to get food 
· Age of Discovery: Europeans met the rest of the world
· How did they understand what they saw?
· Typologies:
· Unilineal Cultural Evolutionism – the basic premise was that everyone started out on the bottom as savages, then some moved up to be barbarians, the moved up to be civilized. It was Europeans who decided this and put themselves at the top 
· Savages – the more different from Europeans they are, the more savage they are, ranking them according to deficiencies, anyone who wasn’t like them was somehow behind (primitive) hunters and gatherers, didn’t have proper families or religions, wild children 
· Barbarians - once people settled down and became agriculturalists 
· Civilization  - once people learned to read and write
· All the things above are based on European standards 
· Political – colonial officials wanted to use the work of anthropologists to govern their colonies more efficiently. They looked at societies and tried to figure out how they could remain stable and keep the peace. 
· How do anthropologists see small-scale societies?
· Small-scale societies are threatened by more complex civilizations since they had no complex political structure or technology
· More complex civilizations had better technology and could easily take over small-scale societies because the are well-armed, have highly educated people, good governments, and they usually wanted the small-scale societies land or labour. 
· Small-scale societies must fight to preserve their culture 
· The idea of progress may be an excuse for one society to impose its economic and political will on others 

Lecture 4: What is Economic Development?
An increase in the level of technology and the standard of living in a society
· Theories about rich and poor societies:
· Modernization – poor countries could become like the rich ones if they just did the same things the rich were doing, the Industrial Revolution changed the lives of Western and European people
· The rate of economic growth and improvement in the standard of living was astounding in Western countries, and as third world countries fell under the power of European countries, their standard of living was decreasing  
· There is no evidence that the modernization theory works
· Dependency – the rich were only doing things to make themselves richer (ex. Haiti was created for the benefit of France, once Haiti lost its use, France left and Haiti was independent, they lost all their wealth) countries usually only give foreign aid to countries hat they want to maintain a relationship with 
Others view economic development as an ideology based on three key assumptions:
1. Economic growth and development is the solution to national as well as global problems (the basis to argue in favour of globalization)
2. That global economic integration will contribute to solving global ecological and social problems; and (if we could bring the rest of the world in line with ourselves, making everyone else in the world more like us) 
3. That foreign assistance to underdeveloped countries will make things better. (Robbins 2006:59) (if the rich countries just gave more money to the poor we could alleviate poverty in the world) 


Lecture 5: Making a Living
· Strategies:
· Hunting and Gathering or Foraging
· Nomadic bands of 30-100 people who were likely to move every few days to gather wild plants and hunt game. Simple economic, social, and political arrangements sufficed and there was no formal leader of the group. 
· There was little difference between wealth and possessions among the members of the group – was an egalitarian society (means all people are equal) 
· Subsistence Agriculture
· Groups became sedentary and lived in permanent or semi-permanent settlements 
· Sedentary groups require a more formal leader, there was chiefs that had authority and made decisions 
· Clan is a group of 200-500 people who claim to come from the same ancestors, states were formed when settlements needed defense against other settlements so they combined (thousands of people)
· People began to specialize in specific tasks which led to an increase in trade 
· Pastoralism – livestock, domesticating animals, they place high value on their animals, 50% of their diet is made up of product of the animals they domesticated (the Nuer)
· Intensive Agriculture
· Industrial Agriculture
Video: Ongka’s Big Moka – the value that they place on the pigs, they were a society that focused on Big Men, the thing that prevented them from becoming a Moka was…

Lecture 6: Kinship, Marriage, and Families (the handout of kinship)
· Kindred: Bilateral Descent (the whole thing) – being associated with both parents, this is not true in all societies (it is usually true for North Americans), North Americans typically inherit their last names from the their fathers which is a patrilineal principle, in cases of divorce, children usually live with the mother which is a matrilineal principle 
· Nuclear family: family consisting of the mother, father, and biological or adopted children 
· Lineage: Unilineal Descent 
· Patralineage – tracing descent through your father 
· Patilineage is most common in the Middle East and in horticultural societies 
· Matrilineage – tracing descent through your mother, a group of men related through the female side of the family (Dala is the Trobriand word for matrilineage)
· The father of children is an outsider, as he would keep in relations with his mother, he is interested in his sister’s children 
· Men inherit property not from their mothers but from their mother’s brother
· Ju/’hoansi – (pg. 176) marry young, don’t marry someone with the same first name because you are connected (if a man’s first name is Toma he is related to everyone else named Toma and all the siblings of anyone else named Toma), 
· Trobrianders: couple is living with each other before marriage already, the ceremony just makes it official, they must marry outside of their clan (exogamy) incest taboo for brothers and sisters as well as any members from the matrilineage in the same generation, fathers are not related by kinship to their daughters, sharing food is considered to be more intimate than sex 
· Yams are objects of wealth 

Basic Terms:
· M      Mother
· F       Father
· B      Brother
· Z      Sister
· S      Son
· D      Daughter
· H      Husband
· W     Wife

OUR CULTURE:
Father – F
Mother - M
Grandfather - MF, FF
Grandmother - MM, FM
Cousin - MZD, MZS, MBD, MBS, FZD, FZS, FBD, FBS
Uncle - MB, FB, MZH, FZH
Aunt - MZ, FZ, MBW, FBW

Cross cousins – different gender (father’s sister’s child, mother’s brother’s child)
Parallel cousins – same gender, still considered your own brothers and sisters (father’s brother’s children, mother’s sister’s child)

Perfect marriage partners – the perfect person to marry within your kin, one of your cross cousins (if you are a male – father’s sister’s daughter, mother’s brother’s daughter)
· Look at a chart on the exam and be able to identify the perfect marriage partner 

Lecture 7: Social Hierarchy
Definition of a stratified society: if all groups in society are not equal 
A society is said to be stratified if: 
1. There are marked inequalities in access to wealth, power, and prestige; 
2. This inequality is based primarily on unequal access to productive resources such as the land and tools people need to make their living; that is a few people control access to the resources others need to survive at culturally acceptable levels; and
3. Unequal access to rewards has a strong tendency to be inherited throughout the generations, regardless of the personal qualities or aptitudes of individuals.
· Examples in lecture: 
· Ju/’hoansi: most egalitarian, hunters and gatherers, there is no poor or inferior people
· Trobriand Islanders: chiefdom, there is a chief who has special rights, this creates inequality, horticulturalists 
· Canadians: highly stratified, people with immense wealth and others who are very poor
· Also, pay attention to examples in the text
· Factors: 
· Caste & Class
· Caste – maintains boundaries that cannot be crossed, individuals are assigned at birth to the social group they are going to be in based on their parents. A very strict system that forbids intermarriage and any other form of interaction with another class 
· Class – has boundaries but those aren’t permanent, we can change our place in the system
· Race & Ethnicity:
· Race: no such thing as biological race to anthropologists (if you cant measure it, it is meaningless) 
· Racial hierarchy throughout history has meant who could vote, who could work, where you could live, etc. 
· Gender: people thought that men were naturally meant to be more intelligent than women, that women’s bodies were meant to reproduce and men’s bodies were meant to be powerful and lead 
· “Feminization of Poverty”? The idea that women are biologically inferior to men
·  Intelligence, and Culture
· Examples of Intelligence in lecture and text: be sure to know what each of them argued (pg. 249)
· Morton – believed intelligence was related to the size of your brain (bigger brain = more intelligent) apparently Europeans have the largest brains, Africans have the smallest
· Galton – genius is inherited from your parents, decided that we could make the world perfect if we just regulated it – only let people will high intelligence reproduce, Eugenics, this is a form of social Darwinism
· Pearson – intelligence is inherited just like any other physical trait, the bigger your feet, the smarter you were
· Spearman – intelligence is a singular trait (represented by g) that is inherited, measured degrees of people’s intelligence by some different tests 
· These men all failed to realize that everyone is intelligent in different ways

Lecture 8: Identity
· Personhood
· Egocentric 
· View of the self that defines each person as a replica of all humanity
· North Americans are extremely individualistic 
· Sociocentric 
· View of the self that’s context dependent, no intrinsic self 
· Japanese idea of no individual opinion
· Gandhi’s drop of water in the ocean quote 
· Differences in gender, kinship, language, and religion
· Religion:
· Language: the view of self is reflected in language (ex. Japanese does not have pronouns and they have vocabulary that is conscious of status), people are given gender-appropriate names and are spoken to in gender-appropriate language, language is a tool for how people want to be placed in society people use language to present themselves as a certain kind of person. 
· Gender: in some languages, grammar can signify gender, the way a person is spoken to or speaks can also signify gender (ex. Women are typically encouraged to remain silent, in some societies when men speak it shows masculinity and leadership)
· Kinship: judgements about race are coded into the way we speak 
· Sex: Anatomy
· Gender: Culture
· Hermaphrodite- two spirit role 
· Sexual Division of Labour – different tasks that are controlled by men and women, most societies disempower women and make them more dependent on men 187 
· Peggy Sanday – sexism and violence are due to the competition over scarce goods, when there is no competition for goods, men and women are equal. Women are often sexually assaulted in some societies where male dominance is valued because sex is a way for demonstrating strength 
· Cross-cultural survey of gender status – gender stratification decreased when men and women contributed equally to society. Inequality/gender stratification was the greatest when women contributed much more or much less than men did. When the domestic sphere and public (working) sphere are not separated there is more inequality for women. 
· Rites of Passage – going from one identity to another (examples in our society: getting a license, turning 19, graduating)
· Example: boys who are separated from their mothers, go into the forest, taught lessons about the knowledge of men, then leave the forest and new individuals 
· Communicating Identity
· Marcel Mauss and the Gift – the principle of reciprocity, giving and receiving gifts. The act of giving gifts creates a tie between the people, and the person who receives it is obliged to reciprocate at some point 
· Commodity: in Trobriander society, the history of gifts forms a vital part of the person’s identity and the person who gives them (ex. Gifts that had previously been in the family for several generations) 
· In our present society, it is argued that gift giving has become less personal due to capitalism – historically, the buyer knew who made the object and gifts were much more personal 
· Gifts that carry no special meaning are called commodities  
· Gifts must already be a possession in order to have meaning 
· For commodities, their meaning is in its worth and materiality; a gift is priceless. 

Lecture 9: Social and Cultural Construction of Reality
· What is a worldview? By the time anthropologists study societies, the worldview is already there and created
· How is it created and sustained?
· Language: represents one way that our experience the world is socially filtered. By sharing language we share our view of the word through our vocabulary and grammar
· Key metaphors: borrowing vocabulary that has one meaning and using it for another 
· Kwakwaka’wakw, hunger: these people speak of many different things using the metaphors for eating, food, and hunger. They believe that some animals must be eaten so other animals can live, eating gives nutrition but also frees souls 
· They believe that when someone dies, their soul goes into the body of a salmon, when the salmon is killed and eaten, the soul is released and enters a newborn baby. They use this metaphor to give meaning to other experiences 
· They place a great emphasis on gift-giving and generosity, there is no police or courts
· North America, war: taking the language or war and applying it to conversation (“shooting” down someone’s point), apply it to the domain of health (when talking about AIDS, “immune system attack force”) 
· Myth
· Malinowski – charter, myth describes how things are and how they couldn’t be any other way, it justifies and validates the way things are, explains why the world is the way it is 
· Levi-Strauss – the story itself is not important, but the structure they have, myths set things out and then proceeded to blur them (ex. When animals and humans are burred together and there is no difference) 
· Ritual
· Kwakwaka’wakw Hamatsa Dance – taming the spirit
· A four-day spectacle that serves as the highlight of the Winter Ceremonial. This is when all the animal spirits connect with the real world. The idea of the ceremony is that a youth is getting initiated into the Hamatsa society They call on a spirit and they try to entice him to the house 
· Sends a powerful message of socialization 
· Case Studies:
· Manus Religion - When a man dies, his skull is cleaned and polished and hung in the rafters of a house. He is referred to as Sir Ghost now. He is supposed to watch over his son. If the son does something bad, he takes a little bit of the son’s soul away but if he apologizes he can get the piece back. If the son dies, it is said the skull did not do his job and he is thrown into the lagoon and eaten by sea slugs. 
· Nuer Religion – Single God known as Kwoth – he is the creator, father, and judge. He may cause illness if he is ignored, can punish people when they sin. People can communicate with Kwoth through their cattle – they need to sacrifice one of their cattle and it is considered a gift to Kwoth (cattle are interchangeable to people
· Generally people will talk to Kwoth when they need help and something is going wrong (Ex. A drought). Sacrificing an animal gets Kwoth’s attention because cattle plays such a significant role. 
· Cattle are said to shield humans from misfortune
· Witchcraft – believed to explain all misfortune from death to crop failure. It is inherited from your parents and it grows as you grow, meaning that the older you are, the more powerful you are. 
· Modern witchcraft in Cameroon: all events are the result of human actions, nothing happens by chance
· Why does it change?
· Revitalization (a deliberate attempt by members of society to create a more satisfying society, a group defending their way of life), North American Ghost Dance: as more people migrated West, conflict over land resulted in wars and the US government signed treaties with the natives to ensure their land. The more white people that came to settle, the US government wanted to renegotiate treaties for the land that had previously been given to the natives (ex. gold was found on the land that had been given to natives). Natives were now restricted to reserves. 
· Major prophet for the Ghost Dance was Wovoka and he had a vision that he was taken up to heaven where he saw God and he told him that everyone must go live in peace with the whites. He was also instructed that he must give them instructions for a ritual dance and that if it was performed for 5 days and nights, people would be reunited with their friends and relatives in the other world. This spread between native groups. It was adopted by groups who were seeking a revival for a way of life that was disrupted by the Euro-American expansion. 
· Resistance, Jamacian Rasta: after the slave trade was over, many Jamaicans moved to small plots of land where they could grow their own food. A company from the US also started to take land from the farmers the Jamaicans were forced to move in search of jobs but there were none. When Ras Tafari was crowned emperor of Ethiopia, it was a sign to the Jamaicans that not all black people were meant to be at the bottom. 
· To the poor people living in Kingston, he was a symbol of hope and salvation for all black people. Rasta leaders emphasized that they stood for traditional African values: cooperative work efforts, respect for life, and unity of people who are of African descent. They rejected the capitalist world 
· Syncratism, Haitian Vodou: Africans in the slave trade were brought to Haiti and it was unlikely that they would be able to communicate with people from different parts of Africa so they had to find a new system of communication and a new culture. The new worldview the Africans created in Haiti was a creole and was based on their experiences in the new world. Although the French introduced Roman Catholicism, the slaves worshipped vodou deities in secret – after the Haitian revolution, the two religions were combined 
Lecture 10: Nation-State
· State vs. Nation
· A state is a political entity with clearly identifiable components (the citizens of Canada can identify federal buildings like courthouses and parliament) the state also requires you to pay taxes, register for social insurance, obtain citizenship, etc. 
· Nation is much more unclear and a lot more abstract than the state – some people say that the flag might represent the nation of Canada, a nation is more of an imagined political community 
· How does a state create a nation?
· Economic Integration – if the state can create a society in which people can accept all sorts of labour and wages, then there is more of a change that the state can create a common culture 
· Common Culture – 
· Education – to continue a role in the economy there must be an education system in a nation-state
· Ex. Residential schools for natives – natives are taken from their homes and put into government run schools where they are taught Christian values 
· Violence – a tool for nation building, the use or threat of violence is a main tool for creating or maintaining nation-states. Some anthropologists view the nation-state as an institution that conspires to kill people who do not want to conform to their culture
Video: Bitter Paradise – the Indonesians and Timorese: Indonesian’s invaded the island of Timor and killed many of the people there. The Indonesians wanted the oil that was in Timor and they fought for two decades before Timor finally gained independence again
· Canada was involved because many Canadians were not aware of the war or thought the media exaggerated it. Canada gave large amounts of economic aid to the Suharto regime (against the Timorese) and Canadian businesses in Indonesia continued to invest 

Lecture 11: Violence
· Internal Explanations: How do societies give meaning to and justify collective violence?
· How do societies create a bias in favour of collective violence?
· Honors for battles and bravery 
· Societies that hold soldiers as national heroes 
· In violent societies, men and women tend not to be equal (men having more power and status) 
· How do societies create a bias against violent conflict?
· Devaluing violence and aggression 
· Emphasizing collective behaviours that encourage intergroup harmony (the idea that people need each other and value each other) 
· External Explanations: 
· Video: Bitter Paradise:
· Why was the Suharto regime killing East Timorese?
· The Indonesians wanted the oil located in Timor 
· What was Canada’s interest in Indonesia?
· Indonesia was on the rise economically and it was in countries’ best interest to ignore the genocide and profit from it 
· A lot of Canadian society did not know anything about Indonesia so they did not get involved – cultural relativism taken to an extreme 
· Do you think Canada was instrumental in the genocide?
· Canada was one of the main donors to the Indonesian government and most of the money was used to purchase weapons to fight against the Timorese 

5 short answer – 3 on the videos, 4 points each 

Study Guide for Linguistic Anthropology

Chapter 1: Introducing Linguistic Anthropology (have a full understanding on the points that are in this chapter) (know the difference between the types of data and the data collection method)  
· Anthropology – the holistic study of humankind 
· Linguistic anthropology – how people use language, where it came from, social variations, how language has changed over time, relations between speech use and society/culture 
· Linguistics – scientific study of language, more focused on grammar, the study of language structure, sounds, the rules languages follow 
· Holistic – focuses on the system as a whole rather than its parts 
· Franz Boas – held the first academic position in anthropology in the US, wrote publications on Native American art, music, and language; he shaped anthropology and he has had a direct influence on anthropology even after his death
· Edward Sapir – language is related to culture 

Chapter 2: Methods of Linguistic Anthropology 
· Fieldwork – exposure of anthropologists to the societies they wish to study 
· Participant observation – the immersion of anthropological field-worker in a community for an extended period to observe the people in the society 
· Helpful to be able to communicate with the people in their own language 
· Translators might distort what is being interpreted and are not perfectly reliable 
· Informant – the native speaker that the researcher collects linguistic or cultural information from 
· Consultant – an intellectual contribution made to linguistic/anthropological studies by the people who are working with the anthropologists or linguists 
· The collaboration of the members of the society and outsiders 
· Culture – socially acquired, shared ways of doing things and understanding the world 
· Methods used in linguistics vs. linguistic anthropology – LA requires immersion into the culture and interaction with people, linguistics can be based solely of data that has been collected 
· Ways of collecting data 
· Participant observation
· Interviews
· Surveys
· Naturally occurring talk 
· Experiments (not very often) 
· Analysis of written text – graffiti (what are people saying, what it means), emails, something that has been transcribed, etc.
· Research assistants – used for transcribing, help in interviews, a translator (typically dot use because anthropologists like to learn the language of the people) or local person who knows the language 

Chapter 3: Language is Sound 
· Phonology – the study of phonetics and phonemics of a language and the sound changes that take place over time (sounds)
· We often have distinct phonology – accents 
· Phonetics – phonetic description of a particular language is an attempt to account for all the audible and perceivable differences among the sounds of that language 
· Where are the lips and how do they move (is the mouth round, flat, etc.)
· Phoneme – a sound unit 
· They are sounds that make a difference when you change the sound in the word.  (Meaningful = speakers notice the difference (bat, sat, mat, the b, p, m) (cup, cap, cop – all three different sounds that mean different words)
· Every language has its own set of phonemes 
· “Etic” vs. “Emic” – (pg. 49) derived from phonetics and phonemics, coined by Kenneth Pike in a work in which he attempted to relate the study of language to the structure human behaviour 
· According to Pike there are several differences between the etic and emic approaches to language and culture – social scientists who study behaviour follow the etic approach because the units they use are available in advance. What goes on from the speakers point of view, do they realize they’re using it. Culture specific – can only be applied to one language at a time 
· Emic approach comes from within – units must come from analysis. It is potentially cross-cultural and comparative in that they can sometimes be applied to more than one language or culture. Etic is a prerequisite for discovering an emic system. Things we don’t realize we’re doing when we’re speaking – we know the sound p but we don’t know that we have three different p sounds 
· Voiced sound – vocal cords are drawn together and made to vibrate as air tries to pass through them (ex. When saying the word “buzz”)
· Voiceless sounds – vocal cords are spread apart but tensed (the beginning and end of the word “ship”)
· When we are not speaking, vocal cords are spread apart and relaxed
· Tension of the vocal cords determines the frequency and vibration and therefore pitch
· Force of the outgoing air regulates loudness of sound 
· Vowels – in the production of vowels, air that escapes through the mouth and nose is typically unimpeded. Vowels are classified according to the part of the tongue that is raised, configuration of the lip, and the extent to which the tongue approaches the palate above it. Also includes the muscular effort and movement that goes into producing a vowel sound. Vowels are commonly associated with accent because of the stress placed on the word  
· Tense vowels = tension in the tongue muscles is prominent (ex. Beat or boot)
· Lax vowels = lacking or scarcely noticeable (ex. Bit or book) 
· Diphthong – a change in vowel quality in the same syllable 
· Consonants – in the production of consonants, places of articulation range all the way from the glottis to the lips 
· International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA, do not memorize the chart but know what it is used for and why it was developed) – most common speech sounds and their modifications are represented by phonetics in the IPA 
· Various symbols and diacritics can be used to represent many sounds occurring in the world’s languages 

Chapter 4: Structure of Words and Sentences 
· Morphology – the study of word structure, including classification and interrelationships among morphemes (grammar)
· Morpheme – small meaningful segments that get arranged into words, phrases, and sentences, they contain no smaller meaningful parts, smallest contrastive unit of grammar 
· Discourse – putting words together, the principle analytical unit of communicative behaviour in linguistic anthropology. Discourse can be short or long, oral or written, planned or unplanned, etc. A great deal of culture is emitted through discourse, and discourse is said to make up for a great deal of any culture 
· Prefix – attached to a morpheme before the stem 
· Suffix – attached to a morpheme after the stem (different than pluralizing) 
· Syntax – study of sentences, the internal structure of sentences and the interrelationship between various sentence elements (being able to say sentences that you have never heard before, having a strong understanding of the vocabulary and grammar concepts of a language, language competence, largely unconscious) 
· Noam Chomsky – (pg. 67) linguistics changed from the earlier descriptive approach due to Chomsky, he had a theoretical perspective called transformational-generative grammar. He was concerned with questions surrounding language like how we already know so much about our native language without any formal learning. 

Chapter 5: Nonverbal Communication
· Nonverbal communication – transmission of signals that are not spoken or written down (includes body gestures, facial expressions, touch, smell, etc.) 
· Paralanguage/paralinguistic features– characteristics of vocal communication that are considered optional and are therefore excludable from linguistic analysis. Most common paralinguistic features are: 
· Voice qualifiers – one of voice and pacing of speech, variations in volume or intensity 
· Voice characterizers – other things that accompany speech (ex. Laughing, crying, groaning, whimpering, etc.)
· Vocal segregates – sounds hat are not words or recognized in the phonemic system (ex. Uh-huh, tsk-tsk, any other kind of grunt or snort)
· Concrete examples of paralinguistic behaviour: talking with a loud, crisp, voice that is highly articulated is expected at formal events in front of an audience; in contrast, slurred and relaxed speech at a low volume can be heard from those who are tired or sleepy. 
· In English, extreme pitch is associated with surprise of happiness, and high pitch and fast tempo can be associated with fear or anger 
· Gestures and expressions are more for the speaker and less for the listener (like when talking on the phone and you still make these gestures even though no one can see you) 
· Paralanguage – modifications of the way you say things to show emotion
· Volume
· Pitch
· Speed
· Tone of voice
· Voice quality  
· Kinesics – the study of body language (basic principle is that no by movement or facial expression lacks meaning). Facial expressions and posture can be used to signal a wide range of emotions, eye contact can be significant, and hand gestures can signal many things as well (all culture-specific) 
· Sign language – as old as speech, people who are not able to communicate orally will use their hands to make gestures so that they can be understood. Sign language has the same design features of oral language (hand shapes that mean nothing until you put them together) 

Chapter 6: The Development and Evolution of Language 
· Channels of communication – the means of sending messages clearly is not limited to sound or visible signs (although they are the most frequently used by humans) 
· Most common is the acoustic channel 
· Optical channel is anything related to vision – writing, gestures, pictures, 
· Tactile channel – anything you touch (ex. Braille) 
· Olfactory channel – something that is communicated by the sense of smell (not eating garlic before going to meet people or making your room smell nice) (also used by bugs in the form of pheromones) 
· Communication vs. language – language is oral but communication can be anything to communicate a point (gestures, facial expressions, hand actions)
· The stages of human evolution in relation to language development – Language developed along with our evolution as a species
· Unknown when humans started using a spoken language like we do today. No physical evidence of the evolution of language 
· Human characteristics related to the evolution of language (2-3 million years ago):
i. Bipedalism (walking on 2 legs) 
ii. Use of tools – in order to create the tools that have been found, some sort of speech must have been established before then 
iii. Increased brain size (large in comparison to total body mass)
iv. Preference for vocal auditory channel 
b. 50, 000-70, 00 years ago
i. Invention of symbols
ii. Productivity
iii. Duality of patterning 
iv. Syntax (sentence structure) – when you combine things in certain ways they mean something different 
c. Human beings are genetically imprinted to use language, we can transport information 10x faster than any other animal with another form of communication, language spread through migration, physical changes in the body and brain are the reason for the development of language, the need for language and the advantage you would have over other species 
d. Human capacity for social learning – learning from each other – gave us an advantage over other species; “language evolved to solve the crisis of visual theft” (watching someone catch a fish then learning how they did it and catching it before them the next time); language is a piece of social technology for enhancing the benefits of cooperation
· Protolanguage – reconstructed parent languages, lots of languages were derived from one language (ex. Proto-Indo-European) 
· Design features of language – (pg. 101) proposed by Charles Hockett, they are the properties that characterize human speech, a radical shift in thinking in linguistics, Hockett found 16 things that he felt characterized human language – human languages possess all of these design features whereas the communication systems of other animals only possess some 
· Vocal-auditory channel – speaking and hearing, a preference, we can communicate without using our voice, but the spoken language dominates 
· Duality of patterning – ability to have a finite number of meaningless sounds that you can put together to create something meaningful. Meaningless parts or sounds (vowels and consonants have no meaning by themselves until you put them together) 
· Productivity – finding new things to say (creating new sentences), the language isn’t always the same
· Displacement – not limited to only the immediate situation (animals talk about food, what is happening currently), humans can talk about the past, the future, imagination, things that do not exist, planning ahead.
· Reflexiveness – talking about our own language, studying it, talking about people’s use of language 
· Nim – 
· Washoe – the chimp they tried to teach sign language 
· Charles Hockett – came up with the “design features” of language 
· Visual theft – the idea is that if you know how to do something, someone else can just watch what you’re doing and steal your idea. When you have language, you can talk about things without having to show somebody and you can communicate other things besides just showing and watching 

Chapter 7: Acquiring Languages 
· Bilingualism – the ability to speak two languages
· Multilingualism – competence in more than one language
· Active or passive – active is the ability to speak fluently and have conversations, passive is when you understand it and can be spoken to in another language but you respond in another language  
· Relationship between language, ethnicity, nationality 
· Theories of language acquisition
· Behaviorist – (B.F. Skinner) stimulus-response-reward formula, human environment provides language stimuli that the child repeats and if they do a good job they are rewarded. Language is acquired through different types of learning.   
· Innatist – argues that there are some aspects of language already present at birth (this theory is supported by Noam Chomsky) 
· Sociocultural – the acquisition of language comes from the need to become a competent member of society, learning how to use language appropriately in society 
· Language acquisition device – children are all born with the capacity for language development. It is argued that language tendencies are genetically built in, that any child has the ability to learn their first language quickly no matter how complex it is. 
· Critical age – the idea that language is acquired easily during the stages of brain maturation (before puberty) and becomes more difficult after that
· Code-mixing – incorporating just one word from another language into the sentence 
· Code-switching – the mixing of words, phrases, or sentences within the same speech event (starting a sentence in English and ending it in Spanish) 
· Indicates competence, shows you know both languages, how to use them, when it is appropriate
· Diglossia – the use of two distinct varieties of a language for two different functions (one is a formal variety and the other is a colloquial) 
· Of the two varieties, the colloquial is typically learned first and is used for conversation, everyday interaction, etc. Formal is typically used in government, legal, and literary situations, it is also taught in schools 
· Dell Hymes – (pg. 130) according to Hymes, the world of human societies is divisible according to communicative units. These units overlap and the association between a particular code and cultural features but be considered on a case-by-case basis 

Chapter 8: Language Through Time 
· Synchronic – the idea that a language has been sliced through time, ignoring any previous history 
· Diachronic – the study of the historical changes in language, paying attention to the changes that have been made over time
· Language family – all languages that are related having descended from a single ancestral language 
· Linguistic classification by types – isolating, inflecting, agglutinative, and polysynthetic  
· Genetic classification by language family – language families and language isolates (languages that are not related to another language) 
· Phylum in linguistic classification – a group that encompasses all those languages judged a more remote relationship than do languages assigned to a family 
· Can be classified according to structural features or word order 
· Cognate – a word related to another by descent from the same ancestral language 
· Lexical diffusion – the modern view about how sound changes operate (how sounds spread or diffuse through words of a language) 
· Assimilation – the influence of a sound on the neighbouring sound so that the two become similar or the same (ex. Rapid native English speakers will pronounce “ten bucks” as “tembucks”, and will not pronounce the s as clearly in “his son” as they would in “his daughter”) 
· Dissimilation – one of two identical or very similar neighbouring sounds of a word is changed or omitted because the speaker may find the repetition of the same movement difficult in rapid speech (ex. Pronouncing “February” as “Febyuary”) 
· Loanwords, borrowing – languages change throughout time and that is mostly due to external language changes, the most common type of external language change is borrowing (ex. The letter b in the word debt was apparently borrowed from Latin to add prestige). Languages can borrow word from other languages, especially when new concepts are introduced to a culture 
· Hypercorrection – when individuals imitate the sounds, grammar, and words of people of who have higher social status, the imitations can be overdone and hypercorrection occurs. 
· Process of reconstruction of languages – recurring similarities between words from different languages or dialects indicate that they are related and must descend from one ancestral language, and sound changes are regular under like circumstances 

Chapter 9: Languages in Variation and Languages in Contact 
· Idiolect – an individual’s speech variety most speakers make use of many idiolects depending on who they are talking to, the circumstances for communication
· Dialect – refers to a form of language or speech used by members of a regional, ethnic, or social group. They are mutually intelligible among the whole language. In a certain language, several dialects can be found. 
· Style – the distinctive manner in which people express themselves in a particular situation. Speech styles can be compared to dress styles. 
· Standard – the version of the dialect in the language that carries social prestige, used on formal occasions 
· Language contact – throughout history, travel, trade, war, intermarriage, and other causes have forced languages to come into contact throughout history. This can mean languages die, new languages develop, or languages mix
· Ex. How English takes words from other cultures like ukulele, wok, algebra, etc. and other languages take words from English. 
· Pidgin – a common way that individuals or groups interact across language boundaries. A pidgin usually originates when people from two different languages must find a way to communicate for a certain purpose (ex. Trade). Pidgins have a limited vocabulary and reduced grammatical structures. They tend to come about suddenly and only when the need arises. 
· Creole – the product of creolization, when a pidgin expands with other language functions and has become the first language of a speech community, they have less prestige than standard European languages 
· Lingua franca – a language that people who have different first languages agree to communicate in 
· Indo-European - 
· Approximate number of world languages – around 6900, includes creoles but excludes pidgins, also includes languages from history that have disappeared without a trace. Hard to measure the number of languages the world because some regions of the world have not been discovered and some languages are on the verge of extinction with only a handful of people left who speak them 
· Regions with lots of linguistic variation - 

Chapter 10: Ethnography of Communication – an analytical approach, when you want to study an event – collect data, talk to people, try to produce a detailed understanding of what is going on in the speech event, the context is important (who speaks, who doesn’t speak) what is the purpose of the whole event, what kind of speech are they using, etc. 
· Communicative competence – the knowledge of what is and what is not appropriate to say in specific cultural context 
· Performance – A performance you put on based on who you’re with, which identity you put on. 
· Richard Bauman: A display of verbal skills (and communicative competence) for an audience that evaluates the performers – when people are paying attention to the way you are saying things 
· Variations in performance
· Individual competence, style (seeing the same play multiple times but different actors portray the characters differently)
· Deliberate transformations (people who can change the performance based on the audience) 
· Multiple interpretations (people who see the same things can interpret them differently) 
· Ethnography of communication – the nature and function of communicative behaviour in the context of culture, offers a link between language and social relations 
· “Knowing” a language means knowing how to use it appropriately 
· We can study communicative interactions systematically 
· Context is always important 
· Identifies patterns, structures, variations 
· Speech situation – the context of which speaking takes place 
· Speech community – a group of people who share the same rules for speaking and interpreting speech and at least speech variety. People can belong to several speech communities – you share a speech community with people who have the same grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary, and manner of speaking.  
· Ex. the way you would tease someone if they love a different hockey team, ways you speak with your friends from high school 
· Speech event – the basic unit of interaction, made up by speech acts. Examples include a conversation, confession to a priest, an interview, a dialogue, a telephone call, etc. 
· Speech act – (pg. 188) a minimal unit of speech, may be a greeting, apology, question, compliment, introduction, etc. Most speech acts are done by a single speaker, but can also be done collectively like a congregation saying “amen”. Speech acts can be a single word or a long story. Speech acts are judged according to how appropriate they are to a particular speech situation or event 
· Components of communication 
· Participants– the speaker, the hearer, and the people surrounding that might be hearing the conversation. Must note the characteristics of the participants like age, gender, ethnic affiliation, relationships among the participants, social status, etc. and any other factors that can influence the way we talk. Who is talking to whom also determines how one talks, how long the speech act should be, etc. 
· Setting – any communicative act or event happens at a certain time or place, the mood of a certain setting might invite or inhibit certain communicative acts or events, a scene is a psychological setting 
· Purpose – the purpose of speaking is not always to transmit information (could be for social reasons) 
· Channel – acoustic channel is most commonly used by humans, visual channel can also be used (through what actions represent, like a salute that means honor), photos can be used to present ideas and thoughts as well 
· Rules of interaction – what guides communication, under normal circumstances, members of a speech community know what is and is not appropriate (ex. How interruptions are not appropriate when having a conversation) Breaking the rules of interaction can often result in embarrassment 
· Norms of interpretation – the judgements as to what counts as proper interaction, varies from culture to culture 
· Frame – includes bargaining, complaining, congratulating, interviewing, joking, etc. these and other speech situations have meanings that the other participants are familiar with 
· Genre – refers to a speech act or events associated with a particular communicative situation and characterized by a particular style, form, and content. Ex. Some religious occasions call for special genres such as prayers and sermons 
· Context – Setting, participants, prior talk (who spoke before – making allusions to what you said), other factors 
· Speakers continuously monitor the changing context (not really paying attention to it, but you are always aware of things that are changing, what is happening in the conversation – can you tell if the other person speaking is joking or not, is the tone of the conversation becoming more serious) 
· Silence, speaking well – (199) 
· Silence example – the western Apache. When they are dating, they don’t say very much due to shyness of the women. Also, when children return from boarding school, the parents to not speak a lot to them because it is believed that the attitudes and behaviour is likely to have changed as a result of being away 
· When someone yells at you and you remain silent because you do not want to continue getting yelled at
· Speaking well is highly valued in all societies, but the definition of speaking well is different in every society 
· Dell Hymes – made three terms for ethnographic analysis and description of speech behaviour: speech situation, speech event, and speech act 

Chapter 12: Language, Culture and Thought 
· Linguistic relativity – differences among languages must therefore be reflected in the differences in the worldviews of their speakers 
· The grammatical distinctions, vocabulary, and sentence structure of the language(s) we speak influence how we perceive and think about the world 	
· Language guides us to ay attention to some features and ignore others 
· Speakers of different languages live in different “worlds” 
· Every language is equally capable of expressing everything speakers need to say 
· Linguistic determinism – the language one speaks determines the way one thinks 
· Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis
· Cultural determinism – the idea that culture determines a large part of our grammatical patterns and modes of thinking 
· Arguments against linguistic relativity (p. 245-247) 
· Translatability: translation is possible across languages, which means that we cannot ne experiencing different realities. The idea that different languages cause us to live in different worlds is questionable. 
· Mutual linguistic comprehension: even though translations cannot be completely accurate, we can still get the general idea 
· Multilingualism: if people grow up learning more than one language, what “linguistic world” do they belong in? Sapir-Whorf position does not allow people to come from more than one world and go back and forth 
· Language change: languages change over time and the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis did not account for that 
· Untestability: the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis cannot be tested and therefore is missing a lot of credibility 
· Language universals: linguists have been looking for things that all languages have in common – these language universals mean that language may not be as arbitrary as Sapir and Whorf implied 
· Colour studies (Berlin and Kay) – (pg. 240) non-Western people have very different ways of dividing up the colour spectrum – colours are classified in different groups according to who is organizing them. Berlin and Kay found that in most languages people have at least 2 and no more than 12 colour terms for what we consider “basic colours” (red, green, blue, black, etc.). Not all languages have the same number of basic colours, but all languages have many culture specific secondary colours. Many local colours in every language depend on the environment. 
· Ethnoscience – a study of the well-defined parts of culture on the basis of how they are named by the native speakers of a particular society 
· Pirahã – had no system of counting, very few colours, no tradition of art, and very few pronouns, their stories go back only a couple generations (no myths or tales), their culture is restricted to talking about anything other than immeditate experience 
· Daniel Everett – studied the Piraha, said they were some of the most interesting linguistic peoples 
· Edward Sapir – asked questions about the relationships between language, culture, and thought 
· Benjamin Whorf – asked the questions of language-culture dependency 
· Noam Chomsky  

Chapter 13: Language and Ideology 
· Language ideology – beliefs about a language expressed by the speakers, the link between social form and forms of speech 
· Beliefs and theories about the way language works, ideas or opinions about what is “good” or “bad” language (ex. Never end a sentence with a proposition), attitudes or beliefs about people based on their ways of speaking (value judgments about the ways people should or should not speak – saying “aint” or using like a lot in conversation)
· Language ideologies represent stereotypes held by society and are always about more than language (Cultural identity, moral values, political interests, social stereotypes)
· They almost always serve the interests of a particular social group 
· Connect forms of talk with social structure
· Ethnicity – social group that comes from the same culture or nation
· Race - An invented social or cultural idea – no genetic or biological basis, there is little genetic variation among human beings despite superficial observable differences in appearance, race is an idea created by society to further certain political and economic goals
· Race is a social or cultural construct, an invented idea. 
· Racism is something real that we experience. 
· Class – differences in economics, education, familial prestige, and any other thing that distinguishes people in society 
· Vernacular – the casual, normal spoken form of the language or dialect of the person’s speech community 
· African-American Vernacular English/Black English/Ebonics – characterized by pronunciation, syntactic structures, and vocabulary used by a large number of African-Americans. Some use it habitually and some use it in some situations and more Standard English in others. It is spoken rather than written and used by a variety of black people – from high school drop outs to priests 
· AAVE: vowels tend to be much more variable than consonants, some consonants are dropped in words – interesting will be pronounced “inte’estin’” and pass for “Paris”. Also, the t or d at the end of words may be dropped. The s may not be said for plural words. Double negation. 
· People disagree on the status of AAVE: Some scholars believe that AAVE is converging with the common English spoken by non-African-Americans, and others believe that as a result of increasing segregation, AAVE is diverging more from not only Standard English, but also from regional white dialects 
· AAE is considered to have little prestige and it is said that those who use it are at a disadvantage 
· Ebonics: “black sounds”, studies have demonstrated that these are genetically based and are not a dialect of English 
· Gender – a social construct that varies from one culture to the next (different than sex – the biological differences), gender is not a biological category but an identity we learn to perform 
· French, Spanish, and German have masculine and feminine words, English has only neutral words 
· Women tend to be more dynamic, use more paralinguistic features, and extend over a broader pitch range 
· Women use certain words more frequently than they are by men (ex. Cute, sweet, delightful, charming, divine, lovely, etc.) In the US, the vocabulary difference between women and men is shrinking (women are starting to use profanity more) 
· The different topics between men and women: women talk more about relationships, the household, their family, and finances, whereas men talk more about sports, work, recreation, and women 
· Men tend to control conversations in most societies, women are usually better conversationalists 
· In English there are not as many differences in gender as there are in class, race, ethnicity, style, power, context 
· Social power theory – studied how witnesses speak in court, researchers studied courtroom witness testimonies. Found that women who have high social or economic status talk with less “woman language traits”. Researchers argued that it was the social status of people that depended on how they spoke, not their gender. 
· Communicative strategies – (pg. 271) speakers tend to value their language according to its usefulness and prestige in socioeconomic situations 
· Examples were of people who spoke other languages in more formal situations so they would be more respected (especially women in the business world in Japan learning English) 
· Standard language/non-standard language – standard language is the most prestigious, formal variety of the language that is used in a speech community, most commonly used by educated people. Standardization is recent and began with the development of the nation-states
· Non-standard varieties of language are not bad or deficient 
· The selection of a variety of language to be the standard is always tied to social and political hierarchies 
· Standard language always indexes power 
· William Labov – conducted a study on sociolinguistic change, his experiment was conducted in department stores in New York to see the relationship between social status of the person and their pronunciation of words 
· Robin Lakoff – “Language and Women’s Place” found the differences between men and women was not only phonological but there was also differences in syntax

Chapter 14: Linguistic Anthropology in a Globalized World
· Language planning – (pg. 292) a deliberate attempt by an institution to affect language use in order to prevent or solve some sort of problem in communication. May be used when there is several competing languages in a country becomes divisive or a certain language or dialect has been chosen to become the official language. 
· Main reason for language planning is because of the dislocation of many people due to war and the emergence of many multi-ethnic states after many colonial empires were dissolved after WWII 
· Language planning even encompasses the creation of artificial international languages and these are supposed to promote understanding and peaceful coexistence. 
· Usually takes place in 2 forms: changing the status of a language (changing the language use) or change of the language structure (changes affecting spelling, pronunciation, spelling, grammar, or vocabulary) Frequently the two forms are combined 
· Ex. The nationalization of Swahili in Kenya (change in status) 
· Endangered language – many languages have only a few speakers or have 1000 speakers at the most. Only about 600 languages can be considered “safe,” meaning that they have reached a critical mass of people. 
· Language death – languages are dying at an alarming rate, on average, one language dies about every 2 weeks 
· Why do languages die? Small societies could not withstand disease, warfare, or natural disasters that wiped out their population 
· There was a large cultural and economic influence of large nation-states that have smaller societies within their borders 
· Why should we care if a language dies? We need diversity in order to have cultural wealth, language constitutes ethnic identity, languages show history, languages contribute to the sum of human knowledge, and because languages are fascinating. 
· Language maintenance – applying appropriate methods to make sure endangered languages do not go extinct. This occurs when linguists or Native American tribal leaders devote themselves to maintain the language in a society where the traditional transmission of oral skills from parent to child is no longer functioning effectively. Although many Native American languages are still being spoken, many have the threat of being taken over by English 
· Societies (ex. The Arapaho) start to loose language when only the oldest generation knows it, parents aren’t teaching it to their children anymore, the number of speakers of the language is declining, when English is preferred in most situations, and when the certain language is losing its communicative ability. 
· Language revitalization – (300) when the following problems occur: language shift (shifting to another language), all the speakers of the language die off, language is not valued anymore, fewer native/fluent speakers, no one in the younger generation is learning the language, context where you would speak the language is reduced
a. Work with indigenous communities (how to stop all the problems above) (52 indigenous languages in Canada)
b. Write grammar and dictionaries 
c. Collect language materials (collecting stories by writing them down or recording them) 
d. Document language use 
e. Advise on language teaching, teach in schools  
· Translation – can sometimes be unclear and miscommunication can occur (example of the US and China plane crash) A word in one language can mean something different or something that was unintended to be said in another 
· Literacy – no longer just reading and writing, it is seen as a form of interpretation. Literacy allows us to reformulate existing knowledge and understand new knowledge. Literacy is learning to become competent in one’s community. 
· Radical critics argue that learning one’s social class is introduced, taught, and reinforced through literacy in the classroom  
· Electronic communication – how has our linguistic life changed now that we have so many forms of instant communication? Offers people more immediate and phatic communication. 
· Sociolinguistic changes: on the web we can be anybody we want to be and you can say whatever you want without the fear of social consequence. On the internet, you can control who you talk to, when you talk to them, and you can plan what you want to say – something unavailable in face-to-face communication 
· Formal linguistic changes: digital communication is not speech – all of the proxemics and paralinguistic features are missing. Unlike in a face-to-face situation where you can only have one conversation at once, all conversations are equal over the Internet because you can talk to more than one person at once. The rhythm over the internet is different because of the lag between sending a message vs. talking in person or over the phone (you cannot tell whether or not someone has read your message, whereas in person you are continually having a conversation) 
· Changes in orthography (spelling): orthographic conventions are flexible – this is particularly true regarding digital communication. Abbreviations are more accepted. Some people say internet communications should be taken as a form of creativity and other feel that this is a linguistic disaster 
· Literacy and cognition: digital communication literacy is changing modern life and education and cognition – new information and communication technologies require new skills if they are to be used effectively; new literacies are now a critical component for full participation in civic, economic, and social life in a global world; literacies are changing as new technologies emerge (what has changed most is immediacy); and new literacies are multifaceted which makes them harder to understand. It is often wondered how technology is changing the ways people relate socially to one another. Due to technological advances with translation, there are less problems with cross-cultural communication 
· The language of the Internet: (pg. 320) typically people will say English – will the Internet domination of English contribute to the demise of other languages? English will continue to be a dominant presence in the digital world because of the political unrest and economic affairs in countries that have censorship. Social media is a large part of where people get their news from and Western governments can spread word of political events quickly over the web
· Ethical standards –  anthropologists have a responsibility to the people they study – the activities of the anthropologist must be clearly communicated, the informants have the right to remain anonymous, consultants are not be exploited, the results of the research must be available to the general public, thought must be given to whether or not the study could have a negative impact on the society 
· Phatic communication – small talk for its own sake rather than conveying information (twitter is an example of something designed specifically for phatic communication). All people use phatic communication because it is a form of social bonding. 

Material from Lectures 
· Performativity – 
· Verbal art – where your speaking skills are on display, can be serious (sermon, religious ceremony, etc.) (Examples of verbal art would be speeches (Martin Luther King Jr.), they have the power to change things) 
· Ethnopoetics – the study of traditional oral folklore from a linguistic and anthropological viewpoint 
· Speech act theory 
· Identity - Identity is a process of continuous repeated performance, we have multiple identities, identities emerge and shift in interaction, the human tendency to categorize people usually result in inequalities (they usually give some people an advantage and others a disadvantage) 
· Index – a sign that points to its referent object through some connection or co-occurrence in the same context (ex. Where there’s smoke, there’s fire – there’s a connection, things that go together) 
· Indexicality – Connecting way of speaking to categories of speaking (if you’re part of that group, you must speak like this), language can index social relation, values, identities, etc., the meanings assigned to a certain way of speaking across social groups or cultures (ex. Pronunciation or word choice)
· Stereotypes, how they work through indexicality: Different cultures and races and how we can stereotype them based on occupation, accent, etc. (Indians, Asians, Mexicans, Italians, women, etc.)
· Indexicality: the process
· A particular aspect of speech that is selected as meaningful or noticeable, a certain meaning is associated with that aspect of speech or with positive or negative values, positive or negative values attributed to the speaker 
· Genie Wiley – girl who was trapped in a room and found when she was 13. She proved that she could still learn a language after puberty since she picked up on English even after she was found and through her teenage years. She managed to pick up vocabulary and some grammar but she never fully learned syntax, putting words together to find sentences. It is unclear if she was born with a mental disability or if her lack of language skills was due to the fact she didn’t learn English until later in her life. 
· Supports the critical age hypothesis because she never fully learned how to speak a language
· It remains a question of whether people are born with an innate ability to speak or whether everything we learn we learn from our environment. 
· Richard Bauman  
· John Austin  

The Big Ideas from Linguistic Anthropology:
· Language is an essential part of what makes us human. 
· All living languages are always changing. 
· People use language to accomplish both practical and social goals. 
· What is appropriate (“good” or “bad”) language depends on culture and context. 
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