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Image and Communication CMN 2152 A
Instructor: Professor Mary Hawkins

Email:  mhawkins@uottawa.ca - no virus email accounts please.
Office Hours:  by appointment – Communication Dept. Desmarais Building, 11th floor
Session: Fall 2014.  Location: TBA
Class Time: Monday, 1:00pm-2:30 and Wednesday, 11:30-1:00pm 
Course description:

Analysis of different kinds of pictures (paintings, pictorial, photographic, cinematographic, computerized), and of Their meanings and functions. Communicational approach to images. Exploration and exercises.
Course Objectives:
There are three main course objectives.  First, familiarize yourself with image and communication theories, research and techniques related to the analysis of general images but primarily photographic images.  Second, examine photographic communication.  Third, cover the required material and apply the semiotic and aesthetic concepts through a combination of group work, exams, lectures, films, and in-class discussions and exercises.  You must attend classes to receive the best foundation for this topic.   PLEASE NOTE:  Academic Fraud.  The University of Ottawa’s policies with regard to academic fraud will be enforced.  For complete details, see the University of Ottawa website.

Upon completion of this course, you should: 
· Know the SYMBOLS, SIGN, REPRESENTATION AND Indexical (semiotics) codes of how and what images/photography communicate and how to apply them at a practical level.
· Be able to explain how subjectivity of perception influences the meaning of photographic images

· Learning about significant leading world photographers, painters etc and the subject matter they create
· Demonstrate application of course concepts in a group presentations 
Required reading material: Articles posted on Blackboard-TBA
You are responsible for the reading content and the material from lectures, discussions, assignments and exercises.  It is under-lined that the class will be based on a portion of the reading material, films, and discussion/analysis and group presentation.  It will be important to read outlined lecture topic material prior to class.  Class activities will also include group and individual participation of discussion.  Please note.  Text book at the U of Ottawa book store: “Ways of Seeing” Berger.
Evaluation:
· Mid Term Exam: (35% of your final grade) IN CLASS.  See grid below for date
· Final exam: (45% of your final grade-cumulative) Schedule: Format TBA.  * DATE TBA   All exams are based on class content and lectures. 
· Group presentations: 20% - Separate instructions for this assignment will be provided.
Total grade:  100% 

ALL reading material MUST BE READ FOR THE EXAMS.   All films must also be viewed for the exam as well.  The DVD, “The Adventures of Photography” is available at the Morisset media library.
Class policy:
Attendance:  You are expected to attend class and arrive on time.  The course is structured so that students have ample opportunity to participate. Classes will include in-class discussions and activity. Students having more than 3 absences from class or missed assignments will not be able to write the final exam. Academic Fraud.  The University of Ottawa’s policies with regard to academic fraud will be enforced.

CLASS RULES: No CELL phone use in classroom. NO LAP TOPS (hand written notes are preferred). LATENESS.  Please be respectful and arrive to class on time. Any student breaking these rules will be asked to leave the classroom.

Vacations:  DO NOT BOOK VACATION TIME DURING AN EXAM PERIOD. THOSE DOING SO WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO DEFER THEIR EXAM TO ANOTHER DATE.

Please note: A wise professor once said: Grades are earned from the bottom up, not from the top down.  In other words, you start with an ‘F’, and hopefully move toward an ‘A’ with completion of all course material and exams (
	Image and Communication (photography) course schedule, CMN 2152 B

	Date
	Topic
	Required Reading 

	Sept. 03rd, 1st class,Wednesday
	Course introduction-What is an image?
Visual literacy through paintings, photography-Ways of seeing!  Examination of images.  
The textbook complement is ‘Ways of Seeing’ to be read along with the other articles assigned.
	Syllabus review

 photography, paintings, a focus, ppt 

Article: Semiotics, and indexical analysis: How

	Sept. 8th and 10th
	Precursors of images – DVD (25 min), discussion.
Looking subjectively at images – Perception and aesthetics. What is it?
Practical examination of  images from: film segment, aboriginal art, and American apparel ads - what do they communicate?
	Chapter 2

Read the article: The history of photography,


	Sept. 15th and 17th
	DVD: Photography and the Street

· Basics of semiotics concepts for examining images continued
· Photography and the Street
	Readings:

- Semiotics for Beginners

- Chicago School of Media Theory

	Sept. 22nd  and 24th
	Canadian photojournalists/reporters, DVD

Documenting life and everyday events- Why photo-journalist capture the images they do?  Art or historical documentation?  
	Discussion and analysis of the role of a Photojournalist 

Article TBA

	Sept.29th and October 1st
	Portrait photography – Looking at the art of 
Youssef Karsh, Canadian Photographer. What made his work stand out?  Lighting, texture, pose…
A  comparative study of Iranian images
	DVD- Portraits
Reading: A study of Iranian images, reading

	Oct. 6th
And 8th
	How to find images at the media library, special lecture.    Guest Lecturer
· Group Assignments (the 6th)-you must attend class for this…“Mid-term (8th).
	Search Internet and read about  Images of Diane Arbus and The --Ethics of Street Photography’

	Oct. 12th-19th
	                            Study Break
	

	Oct. 20th and October 22nd
	War photographers- Purpose and reason of war photography.  WHY?
· Guest Lecturer TBA or Lecture topic TBD
	DVD, lecture
Read article of ‘Photography of War’ 

	Oct. 27th and October 29th
	Annie Leibovitz and photography – from journalism, documentary to fashion….discussion and analysis.  
Group presentations begin (29th) .
	DVD,
Group presentations begin on the 29th


	Nov. 3rd and Nov. 5th
	Groups present and Reread article ‘The Strength of Semiotics Analysis’
	Read assigned article

	Nov. 10th and Nov. 12th
	Groups present and Reread Semiotics of photographic evidence
	Read assigned article

	Nov. 17th and Nov. 19th
	Groups present and Reread Studying Aesthetics in Photographic Images...
	Read assigned article

	Nov. 24th and Nov. 26th
	Groups present & reread article on semiotics & Art

	Read assigned article

	Dec. 2nd
	Final Exam review
	


ALL articles and TBA chapters of text book MUST BE READ FOR THE FINAL EXAM

Class behaviour: Respectful/Mature communication behaviour is expected. AGGRESSIVE LANGUAGE or BEHAVIOUR are not acceptable and will lead to dismissal from this class.  Appropriate documentation for absences is necessary directly before or after the class you miss.  NO MEALS are allowed in class. A beverage and small snack such as muffin or bag of chips only are permissible.

The U of Ottawa physical environment policy.
You must keep up with your readings as assigned and available on Blackboard.  They are the foundation to your analysis when discussing images in class and for your group presentations. You MUST attend all film viewings.  There will be content from the films included in the exams.
ABSENCES:  You will NOT be allowed to write the final exam if you miss more than 3 classes, without a medical certificate. Due to the fact that students receive deadlines on the first day of each class, all foreseeable conflicts must be addressed in writing to the professor before an exam, or the assignment is due.
· Any missed exam will require a medical certificate before a supplemental exam could be given.  All students registered with ACCESS must inform the professor by the 3rd week of the semester.
· All exams and course assignments must be completed for a course grade. 
· Failure to complete tests, exams or tests will result in an INCOMPLETE grade (equivalent to a failure).  
· Deferred grades may only be given for medical or other serious reasons.  There is a formal procedure that must be substantiated.  Forms are at the secretariat at the Desmarais building on 55 Laurier Street, 11th fl in the Communication department.
If you are having difficulty understanding the theory within the articles or from lectures, then please DO NOT hesitate to arrange a meeting with the T/A or Professor.  Office hours are by appointment.  Location of my office is TBA. You might also consider emailing the professor with questions.  Your questions will be answered within 24 hrs, if not before.

Other Comments:
A viable solution can be found about a concern or complaint about the class or grade by contacting the Professor by email. An office appointment could be arranged.

I hope that all students in CMN 2152 will want to improve their perception of images to enhance their perspective on what images communicate.  Movie clips, slides, guest speaker may be used to accent the overall course topic.
GROUP PRESENTATION CRITERIA – ‘Looking Through the Lens of Images’ – Show the class what your chosen images communicate to an audience.  This is part of your assignment.   You can use any of the categories of photography, film, art learned in class or from the material read.  YOU MUST apply the theories of semiotics and aesthetic analysis as a foundation to your visual presentation.  You MUST incorporate both theories when providing your analytical perspective of the images you choose.  Failure to do so will lead to a lower grade.  Each group must create their own images/photographs.   Your presentation must have an educational slant to it.
Groups of 5 will choose a topic to photograph or create from collections of art images or film clips for your project, for example, street photography, film segment, graffiti art, documentary or some other aspect of visual images, as examined in class.   Each group must take their own photographs, or gather a collection of selected images from ARtStor  through the media library. YOU must  provide a semiotic analysis of these images.  You must also show some depth of understanding of what your images communicate and mean through this latter foundation for an OPTIMUM grade.  A rubic grid is posted on Blackboard as a guideline. The presentation should be no longer than 10 minutes long.  We will have several groups presenting each class so the groups must keep to a tight time line to enable others to present their work.  You may present the images in Black and White or Colour as long as it accents the meaning of your presentations. 
Additional optional and suggested readings available in the Morisset library. They are placed on reserve: Textbook, “Visual Communication and Culture – Images in Action, edited by Jonathan Finn.
 PLEASE NOTE:  Academic Fraud.  The University of Ottawa’s policies with regard to academic fraud will be enforced.  For complete details, see the University of Ottawa website.

Food for thought:  

What is an image?

noun: image; plural noun: images
1. 1.

a representation of the external form of a person or thing in art.

	synonyms:
	likeness, resemblance; More


· a visible impression obtained by a camera, telescope, microscope, or other device, or displayed on a computer or video screen.

	synonyms:
	picture, photograph, snapshot, photo More


· an optical appearance or counterpart produced by light or other radiation from an object reflected in a mirror or refracted through a lens.

	synonyms:
	reflection, mirror image, likeness More


What is ART?

noun
noun: art; plural noun: arts; plural noun: the arts
1). the expression or application of human creative skill and imagination, typically in a visual form such as painting or sculpture, producing works to be appreciated primarily for their beauty or emotional power. "the art of the Renaissance"

	synonyms:
	fine art, artwork More


works produced by human creative skill and imagination. "his collection of modern art"

	synonyms:
	fine art, artwork More


creative activity resulting in the production of paintings, drawings, or sculpture.

"she's good at art"

2.the various branches of creative activity, such as painting, music, literature, and dance.

"the visual arts"

3.subjects of study primarily concerned with the processes and products of human creativity and social life, such as languages, literature, and history (as contrasted with scientific or technical subjects). "the belief that the arts and sciences were incompatible"

4. a skill at doing a specified thing, typically one acquired through practice.

"the art of conversation"

	synonyms:
	skill, craft, technique, knack, facility, ability, know-how More


