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· Theology (definition): Talk about, or the study of God
· Theos = God in greek
Ology / Logos = the study or the reason of

· Narrative theology: Knowing God is best accomplished through telling and retelling particular stories

· Natural theology:  Strongest evidence of God’s existence comes from observing nature and recognizing that there is a God (based on observed facts and experience apart from divine revelation)

· Eg. Thomas Aquinas’ Five Ways to Prove the Existence of God;
1. The unmoved mover: things in motion require an unmoveable force to put them in motion; God is the cause of this motion in the universe
2. First cause of effects: the universe has effects and must have an origin or a first cause, an uncaused cause, and this is God e.g physiology
3. Contingency: some things are contingent(reliant) on other things; but there must be a being who is not contingent on anything or anyone else which accounts for this; the reality/a lot of things are contingent but it doesn’t come from nothing, unless there is a God
4. Degree, value and goodness: varying degrees found in the universe indicate a standard of perfection; good things are accounted for, have a value; and the ultimate source of perfection is God
5. Teleological argument: there are laws by which the universe operates and this indicates the presence of purpose and an intelligent created, God
Everything has a purpose, like watches – Pailey ; the world show’s God’s handywork; everything design has a purpose 
· Eg. Michael Buckley 
· Eg. Paul did not believe in religion, but in God; he contemplates the beauty and intricacy of the world and believes that God exists (Natural theology)
Harold Kushner: for the religious mind and soul, the issue has never been the existence of God but the importance of God, the difference that God makes in the way that we live 
A god that exists but does not matter, who does not make a difference in the way you live, might as well not exist


· Modern Biblical studies doesn’t assume faith: These methods emphasize anthropology, history, textual, social and political inquiries regarding how biblical books came to be formed

· Open theology: 
1) love is uniquely exemplified by God
 2) love is the human ethical imperative
 3) God and creatures enjoy free and mutually-influencing relations
 4) and the future is open and not settled. 
· Thomas Oord: theology affirms that God knows everything that may happen in the future. God knows all possibilities. But God does not know with absolute certainty what every free creature will someday actually do.”

· Difference between Theology & Religion
· Theology: interplay between biblical, traditional and experimental sources for 
understanding how to express the reality of God [LOOKING ALONG]
· Religious studies: examines historical, cultural and social environment which shape religious ideas and institutions [LOOKING AT]

· Christology: Study of the person and work of Christ   

· Soteriology: Study of salvation; HOW does Christ saves the world
· Soteria=  salvation in greek
· Logos = the study of 
· Revelation:		
· God Speaks and God act; the ultimate act is his raise from the Death
· God discloses through words (Judaism) and God’s own self (as a person)
· God can speak through people (Jesus, Moses) 


· 4 sources of theology: In Christian theology, revelation means that theological reflection on God is ALWAYS mediated through 4 sources:

1. Scripture (=/= the Bible) * most important one for Martin Luther ; has reverence, the Bible itself only is just text; Scripture = sacred text
i. The scripture of the Bible have a reference to God; it has a referential quality 
ii. ‘The bible says’ is not theology because it doesn’t relate to any experience, reason or any event.
iii. Christians believe that the authors of the Scriptures are divinely inspired/ spiritually aware; write without errors (inerrancy)  

2. Experience (spiritual/religious experience): the presence and grace is felt ; having feelings proves that there is awareness; that the human body is conscious and is capable of reflecting; looking for something beyond natural happiness

3. Reason (philosophy / systematic theology/ theology of coherence: source of theology which makes sure that there is occurrence, logic and consistency)

* C.S Lewis hardly connects reason and faith (looking at and looking along)
*Kant believes that metaphysics is irrevelant by itself ******
*John Polkinghorne: there are always questions in science (how) that cannot be answered, which led him to the domain of Christinanity to be more satisfied 


4. Tradition (refers to historical materials, the sacraments connected to the church, apostolic succession, councils of bishop) ;
*Most important one for Iraneus: without apostles (followers of Jesus), we lose track of God’s original revelation

	Vincent of Lérins, 5th. Cent.: what is the difference between true and false tradition? 
quod ubique, quod semper, quod ab omnibus credituni est 

Protestantism: Revelation refers to scripture: Characterized by the belief that the Bible is the sole source of revealed truth 

Catholicism and Orthodoxy: Revelation refers to the scripture AND to tradition

· Covenant:  
1. Literally means agreement;
2. Original covenant is with Abraham (total:8)
3. Duties (obligations) imposed on Israel in return for God’s promise to be their God ‘’You shall be my people and I will be your God.’’
4. Refers to an agreement that brings about the relationship of commitment between God and his people. The Jewish faith is based on the biblical covenants made with Abraham, Moses and David. 
5. The Old Testament is often referred to as the Old Covenant established under Moss
6. The New Testament is often referred to as the New Covenant established by Jesus Christ. 
· Canon of scripture:  
1. Guide or measure or rule of Scripture ; a way of referring to the books/the writings from the Bible – these books carry authority of the Church – these books serve as guide/rules for the Christian faith
2. The Christian faith is lead by the parameters of the canon 


· Christian Bible= Old & New Testament covenants 
· Old testament/Hebrew/Jewish Bible:
·  39 books+ 6 apocrypha (regarded as non canonical)
· New testament:
·  27 books+ defined 375 years after the death of Jesus
· “Not one stroke of a letter will pass from the law until all is accomplished’’

· Faith, belief and knowledge
· Faith: 	
1. implies more than just acknowledgement that God exists;
2.  indicates trust in God *Marthin Luther
3. a perspective that guides someone in within
4. seeking understanding in the assurance of things hoped for (God’s offer of 
friendship and salvation)
· Not opposed to reason, but implicates trust and is beyond proof, conviction of things that are not seen
· Something gifted from God; something you cannot provide
· Belief: expression of the character of an individual for this conviction  
Att.: (McGather) Belief doesn’t come with evidence 
     e.g Abraham is righteous
· Love precedes knowledge (Augustine): Christianity’s faith come from God’s love, it is a gift; 
· Peter Berger: the opposition of faith is not unbelief but knowledge ; 
· Douglas Farrow:  just because you see something doesn’t mean you know it, faith retains on what is unseen, not what is unknown; the analogy has to be done between faith and sight (faith is conviction is the assurance of things hoped for and not seen)




· God 	
·  as object: (Baruch Spinoza; By God, I mean a being absolutely infinite-that is, a substance consisting in infinite attributes, of which each expresses eternal and infinite essentiality)
· as subject: Intentional, personal, relational (C.S. Lewis says there has to be a personal experience to understand God)

· Martin Buber:
· I-It: relation between subjects(active) and objects(inactive);
· I-thou: relation between two active subjects; mutual and reciprocal relationship; conscious of itself; intangible and invisible.
1. God, by nature, can never become an it. He escapes all attemps at objectification and transcends all description. It is not a concept
2. Self-revelation: knowing God is not a collection of data but a personal relationship
3. Dialogical personalism: quest for God =/= quest for it *****
· 4 Senses of Scripture / Quadriga (examples from the Middles ages – 1000- 1500) : way of framing how to derive meanings/the structure of the Scriptures 
· Literal: What happened, Who said what, find the words  *Important for M. Luther; sense is only valid and serious if it is explicitly stated 
· Allegorical (for doctrine): What does the Church believe, is it true?
· Moral(troppological): What is the moral behind this particular passage?
· Anagogical (hope): What we might hope for 



· Theism: Affirm God’s existence and God’s providence

· Deism: Affirm the existence of God, who is like a principle underlying the universe, not a personal God

· Difference between theism and deism: Time is a part of space ; time and space are together; God is holding up the Universe at every moment, even now, he continues to provide= difference between Christianity and  deism 

· Atheism: Belief that God doesn’t exist; but its existence cannot be proved as it cannot be disapproved; therefore, atheism is another form of faith
· a)we can be good or bad without God 
· b)the universe is explicable without God 

· Pascal’s wager: Faith comes from the heart, not the head; it is impossible to prove the existence of God; believing or not in God doesn’t have any consequences but it would tie you up to salvation 
· To believe that God exists + and he does exist or he doesn’t exist = you’re saved
· To not believe that he exists/ but he does exist = unsaved/ he doesn’t exist = OK


· Creation
· Creationism: Refers to those who hold that humanity was brought into existence in its present form by a direct creative act of God. This position holds that God made the world as we now observe it and stands AGAINST the Darwin’s Evolution Theory. It is NOT related to the Christian doctrine of creation as humanity came in as its present form.  
· Creatio ex nihilo/Christian doctrine: God created the world out of nothing; no matter, no time previously existed; proof that God is Almighty – 
1. Based on the philosophy of Nihon and Clement of Alexandria
2. Att: In the Hebrew text, God created the Universe in the midst of Chaos 
3. Att: Genesis 1 does not state that God created the world out of nothing (Interpretation of Christian Doctrine)
· Plato (Timaeus), Dualism and Platonism
1. Plato 
· Timaeus: there is a mental, mindful and intelligent part to reality and its material(ok with Christians), but it must’ve been created with a pre-existent chaos (Against creation del niho) (Timaeus)
· Gnosticism: Dualistic belief system; God and the matter. When the world was created, it was evil. Then there were 2 Gods; one God for the matter (considered evil) and one good God.  Prominent heretical movement of the 2nd-century partly of pre-Christian origin. Gnostric doctrine taught that the world was created and ruled by a lesser divinity, the demiurge, and that Christ was an emissary of the remote, supreme divine being. The redemption of the human spirit was thought possible through esoteric knowledge (gnosis) of the divine being.   
1. Gnost????? God is good to the world, he cares (p.28-30 McGather)
2. Att.: To Christians, the World is essentially a good place; the matter has always been good. Proof of the goodness of the World: Jesus raising from the death
· Irenaeus: 
1. Theodicy: theory of Evil (a way to justify the presence of evil)
2. Evil is a response to the idea that the World itself is evil (Gnosticism), which is there to help human beings development moral, spiritual beings and maturity 
· Providence :  subsequent to creation ; 
1. It is about God providing: it is a way of speaking about God’s continuation to create --God holds up space and time, began creation and continues to work on it all the way through 
2. Consent among cosmologists = big bang = physical 
3. Creation of deists = implies providence (God created the universe and left)
4. Creation for theists (Christians, musulmans etc) = God continues to be involved in this world 

· Comparison of Gen 1 & Gen 2: 
1. First Genesis: the World is created first, focus on the Universe; they talk about humans in general in the end, footnotes: human kind is translation as Adam, which is an image of God, there is no other reference to any other sexual differentiation 
2. Second Genesis: Human beings are first, there is a distinction between male and female
3. Genesis creation narratives /ancient mythes:
· Creation out of chaos: reminds some of the ancient Babylonian myths
· Israel/Egypt: God worshipped as redeemer first before being worshipped as a creator; the reflection of God on cosmic acts come after 
· Babylonian myth (Enuma Elish): humans created to serve as slaves to the gods BUT in Genesis, humans created to be independent and special actors in creation who have freedom (including choice). The Gods are at war together because of the conflicts among them, and the World is a result of it.


· Imago dei: Latin term that literally means ‘Image of God’
·  In theology, it refers to the creation of human beings as being created in the image of God
· To have authority is an image God wanted humans to have 
· Adam and Eve are just representatives

· Models of Creation explain how God acts: 
1) Emanation: popular in ancient Christianity+ platonic era: the overflowing energy of God – light from light.
· 2 weaknesses:  Involuntary imminence rather than a conscious decision to create (where was his will/intention to create?) + Absence of personality 
2) Construction: God has sovereignty, purpose and a plan. 	
· weakness: structure builders have the materials before to build anything at all; where does the material come from? = against creatio ex nihilo
3) Artistic expression: personal making of something beautiful. 	
· Weakness?  xxxxxx 

· Creed; Apostle’s Creed: Widely used in Christian worship; traditionally set out as 12 statements, each of which is attributed to one of the 12 apostles. The creed contains the main ideas of the Christian faith that the church received from those apostles

· Irenaeus
· There is a continuous stream of Christian teaching life from the time of the apostles to now
· Heretics a interpreted the Bible according to their own taste vs orthodox believers interpreted the Bible in ways that their apostolic authors would have approved
· Tradition is thus the guarantor of faithfulness to the original apostolic teaching, safeguard against the innovations and misrepresentations of biblical texts of the part of the Gnostics 
· Salvation  / Sacrifice (Jesus’ death):
· Lewis: There is a great benefit coming from Jesus’s death
1. Christ died for us+ his death washed out our sins+ His death disabled death= proof of salvation 
2. Recognizing that we’ve lived wrong
3. Repentance is not easy. The worse you are, the more you need to repent for and the less you can actually repent ‘’Only a good person can repent right, only a bad person needs to repent’’ 
4. Need of God’s help
5. It is not God’s nature to suffer and die
6. Chris, who is half human and God, can suffer as a human and repent as a perfect repentant 
· Martin Luther: rel. Faith is a gift from God); it is passive rather than active; there is no need to set intensity on what we believe in. Salvation is given to you if you decide to receive it or not
· Jean Calvin: Faith is a kind of knowledge; faith is about trying to understand what God has done to us and  the Holy Spirit

· Sin: something that separates humanity and God; it is the best breaking down of the barrier of separation between humanity and God on account of Christ
· 3 afflictions of sinful humanity:
1. Human nature
2. Sinful character
3. Fate of death
· (Anselm of Canterbery): sin represents the rebellion of the creation against its creator; it represents an insult and an offense to God

· Pauline’s images of salvation: 
Salvation: release from danger or captivity, being delivered from some form of fatal illness, healing/ liberation
· Adoption: into the family of God, hare the same inheritance rights as Jesus Christ, will hence receive the glory
· Justification: being justified through faith, entering a right relationship with God, being made righteous in the sight of God
· Redemption: secure someone’s release through payment ( the death of Christ secures the freedom of believers from slavery to the law or to death, in order that they might become slaves of God instead)
· Atonement:  doctrine of the work of the Christ; reconciliation, reparation for a wrong; the meaning of the benefits which Jesus Christ brings to believers through his death upon the  cross 
· “Ransom to the devil”: dramatic view of atonement; NT: Jesus giving his life as a ransom, paid to someone (such as the devil) to achieve our liberation; 
· Sacrifice: Athanasius, Augustine of Hippo; Associated with the Letter to the Hebrews, Christ’s sacrifice is an effective and perfect sacrifice; the sacrifices in the OT which were offered according to the Law were not trustworthy and had to be offered everyday
· Victory: Mousetrap theory; there is a struggle between God and Satan.  The Devil oversteps the bound of Jesus, who is not only human but also divine. Satan is then is obligated to liberate the souls he’s imprisoned. Humans on their own could’ve not done so. 
· Satisfaction  (Anselm of Canterbury):
1. Satisfaction: sin is an insult to God, and humans don’t have the ability to repair it. A satisfaction needs to be met; a payment made to compensate for the offense of human sin, then the situation can revert to normal. The meaning of Christ’s death is satisfaction
2.  If God were to become a human being, the resulting God-person would have both the obligation (as a human being) and the ability (as a God) to make the necessary satisfaction 
3. Jesus Christ upon the cross demonstrates God’s total opposition to sin, while proving that sin could truly be forgiven 

· a feudal mentality - “Anselm’s doctrine is an objective account of salvation. It sees sin as a sort of cosmic overdraft, which God pays back to himself... Human beings are like criminals who have escaped their sentence. Any subsequent change of heart and improved living comes as a reaction to being saved... It is not a punishment for humanity’s crime; it is a reparation made so that God does not have to punish anyone. ” 

· Forgiveness  (Anselm of Canterbury):
God saves becomes he wants to forgive; God’s salvation of humanity is a process of justice to re-establish the world.
· Jesus Christ’s “Threefold office of Christ”: 
· Prophetic office: Jesus is a teacher endowed with divine wisdom and authority
· Kingly office: Christ is heavenly, not earthly; he is spiritual, not physical
· Priestly office: Christ is able to reinstate us within the divine favor, offering his death as a satisfaction for our sin 
· Titles for Jesus(8)  EXAM EXAM EXAM EXAM EXAM EXAM
· Messiah : CHRIST, signified, dignified, long awaited, the anointed one, has special powers and functionsThe savior of Isreal; For many, the Messiah would be the deliverer who expelled the Romans from Israel, and restored the royal line of David 
· Logos (Justin Marthy): Jesus identified with divine wisdom of God ; pre-existent  incarnation ; mediating principle which bridges the gap between a transcendent God and God’s creation
·  Chris is the Logos/the word of God/the image of God and then there is a mediation between God and humanity 
· Kyrios: based on Greek translation of Hebrew word for God’s holy name p. 61 and p.62 difference between OT and NT(Jesus); to the God (quelconque) revealed himself to Israel to entere into a covenant 
· Son of man: a mere human one / this title is designated by Jesus himself ; emphasize the contrast between the lowliness of frailty of human nature and the elevated status or Christ
· Rabbi: jewish teacher who teaches Jewish Law; title I designated by Jesus himself
· Son of God: Natural son of God, while the believers are designated as children; therefore Jesus is clearly understood to have a unique and intimate relationship to God;
· Lord : designated to a divine being, a figure who is decidedly more than just human, honorific 
· God: (NT) Jesus is none other than God; his identity is demonstrated in his achievements (savior, powerful, divine)
·  Prophet   :   also implied that Jesus thought of himself in this way; a person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer of the will of God

· Council of Nicaea (325) 47:45#4
· Arianism (Arius): Jesus Christ was not divine, but was supreme among God’s creatures; there is no in-between position
· Athanasius: Argued against Arius; If Jesus was not God, he could not save- and the gospel proclamation was thus inconsistent – guilty of idolatry
· Council of Chalcedon (451) : landmark in Christian theology  (bishops) with a period of exploration and reflection to a definitive resolution referring to the fundamental idea of who Christ is; the two natures of the Christ; took over 400 years: Christ is both fully God (divine) and fully human except that he is sinless, and he is not how the divine and human natures related to each other 
· Incarnation: From latin, flesh; Jesus Christ is both divine and human; he reveals God and he represents God; Christ acts as God and fro God in every context of importance; For Christians, for all intents of purposes, he is God
· Homoousios /  
(OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE, same, equivalent)  with the Father
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Icons: religious painting or picture disapproved for idolatry; 
· To portray God in an image was to imply that God could be described or defined; and that would imply limitations 
· Damascus: Christ, the bread and wine, papers and ink are all used to represent the invisible God 


· Athanasius of Alexandria: no creature, no matter how great, can achieve this; Jesus is the savior of humanity 

Life, Death and Resurrection
Significance for Christian theology:
	1) Not merely his life/teachings… Jesus is not a ‘founder’; he has done nothing wrong 
	2) The significance of a tortuous death… he was a 	scapegoat (a kind of sacrifice) 
3) Affirmation of a bodily resurrection; resurrection shows us that human beings need something after life as well (symbolism)-not only of the soul, but of the body too- : 
a) an empty tomb Jn. 20:1: “while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.” 
		b) sightings of a resurrected body on the road to Emmaus and in Galilee
		c) 1.Cor.15: a foretaste of human destiny and the end of the world 

The Message of Jesus, a rabbi, can be summed up as: KINGDOM OF GOD ; God’s kingdom is analoguous to some kind of realm 

