CRM601 Exam Review
Short answer # 1 (Media & Violence):
· The functions of the media include information processing and reproduction, entertainment, education and advertising 
· Media is supposed to provide the free flow of knowledge, opinions and information
· In theory, media is supposed to remain objective and neutral – however, this is not always the case’ media does not always neutrally report their facts and their stories, they are not always objective
· Only responsible media follows the “in theory” practice
· Media is not supposed to present a biased one sided opinion – both sides should be given
· If media tells a story that is slanted/biased it influences people
· Boys learn their sense of masculinity from exposure to media; media assists young boys in helping them understand how to act like boys – same with females
· Media helps shape our understanding and sense of class; what you wear – story of prof going into an expensive store dressed in sweats (media tells us that you need to dress a certain way in society)
· Media is an important vehicle for reproducing the collective belief system of the dominant society
Frances Henry
· Media plays a critical role in the construction of reality
· Media outlets as “machineries of meaning” acting as a “filter, gatekeeper and agenda setter”
· Machinery of meaning – means that the media tells stories that tells us different things; media reconstructs reality in particular ways, tells stores that shape our understanding
· Gatekeeper – they choose what stories to draw attention to; putting it at the front of the newspaper to get people to buy it or watch their news channel
· Media plays close attention to crime by certain communities; shapes their understanding of where crime is and who to is committed by; look for similar faces of these crimes
· Media exposure can lead to over policing of communities (police also shaped by media)
Short answer #2 – Law’s Violence:
2-3 examples of Law’s Violence
1. Police Brutality;
· Brutalization/spillover effect – post war period rates of violence increased when they come back after war because they still have it in their minds that it’s okay to commit violence  an example
· Certain people are victimized by the police; whether it be physical or verbal
· Young males tend to be more victimized by the police because they tend to show police a lot of attitude
· “flunking the attitude test” and displaying “contempt of cop” – these people can be vulnerable to cop violence 
· People who let officers run the show are less likely to be victimized by police 
· Poor behaviour towards police is not a legal justification to use force; it is wrong
2. Prison;
· Talk about Toronto Life: “hell house” article
· Spillover effect: the more that society condones (ignores, forgives) state’s violence, the more illegitimate violence there will be in that state/jurisdiction 
· Jeff Munro was beaten to death at the Don Jail over a bag of chips
· People who are not convicted of anything are sent to Don Jail
3. Death Penalty;
· Some people argue that the death penalty is justified because it prevents people from committing future crime – however a number of factors play a role in this; mistakes can be made (think about essay)
Short Essay Question: 
Themes:
1. Gun Violence
· What they do if they want to be the man of the neighborhood or to gain respect - guns happen to be a central part of those scripts. 
· Guns are the “ultimate social tool” used to attain status and respect – preferred symbol for toughness on the street
· Guns are common among young men involved in gangs the drug trade, burglaries/robberies, and hustling 
· Note: firearms are valued as symbols of social status, self-worth and personal power. Instrumental reasons: gun helps me accomplish this. Gun as aiding in robberies, to gain the money that will help with groceries for a month – in the video they talk about one of the guys having a child; therefore, must make money and support his child
· People learn from people they are associated with -- Social Learning Theory

2. Geography of Violence and Neighborhood Structural Issues
· The structural characteristics of neighbourhoods played a key role (something about neighborhood environment, the context, that leads to or shapes the kind of behaviours that occurred in those neighborhoods)
· No recreational centre, no basketball court – nothing better to do than to drink, consume and distribute weed
· Trickle-down effect: no help, no community service – lack of resources to be successful in the ways others can; they get involved in gang behaviour because it makes them feels supported and belonged 
· Crime prevention through social development (put this in place): go into neighbourhoods with little/no opportunities and create them example – recreational centre, basketball courts, jobs, education

3. How public policy might more effectively address violence in neighborhoods like Black Creek.
· Situational approaches 
· Putting lighting in areas where it is dark; people will feel safe and less scared if the area is more surveillable by the police 
· Crime prevention through environmental development: based on the recognition that buildings, streets, and other public spaces are not merely the settings in which crime occurs, but also that the very design of public space can either enhance or deter the level of criminal activity that occurs there
*According to Anthony Doob’s article, “preventing violent offending in youth” 
· Place managers in the communities
· People who “work and live near problem places, and who, by virtue of their proximity and interests, may have primary or personal responsibility to the street block”
· Do things such as meet with community groups and discuss problems, work with police about problem areas - # of people observed selling drugs was reduced on the blocks where more action was taken by managers


· Public policy interventions in the family 
· Improve home environment can reduce crime
· Improving parental care, expanding parent education, prevent and treat mental health and substance abuse problems –one intervention is young, single, poor woman receive support from nurses during pregnancy and first two years of child’s life – tell them about available programs in the community; social programs designed to promote healthy children can reduce crime

· Public policy interventions in schools
· Attachment with students so they are on the right path and are committed to school – prevents crime in future years

4. How the frame categories in Ifeanyi Ezeonu article, “Dudes let’s talk about us” help us understand young men and interactions among them.
Frame that Blamed Socially-disorganised Neighbourhoods and Dysfunctional Families
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He particularly blamed the disintegration (collapse) of the black families for the increase in gang violence in neighbourhoods predominantly inhabited by black people. 
· According to him, “some of our youths join gangs because they offer what many of them lack at home—bonding, friendship, role models, and protection”. 
· In the absence of a strong family structure and influence, gangs act as surrogate (replacement) families for young males, especially in marginalised communities and that gang membership is attractive to young males in such communities “because they provide male role models” absent in the lives of many urban youths
· Single-parent families are less able than two-parent families to participate in the activities of formal community groups (such as community politics, recreation, and educational activities).
Frame that Blamed “Youth Gangs” and Illegal Guns on the Street
· Equally, one of the community leaders believed that the police were merely generating a “moral panic” about gang problems in Toronto for their organisational interests
· He opined that the police were blowing the discourse of the gang problem in Toronto out of proportion to scare the government into increasing the operational budget for law enforcement and to justify allegations that they racially profile black youths in policing the city
· police had a hidden agenda in keeping the discourse of the problem in the public domain
· Suggested that many of the guns were smuggled from the United States. They blamed the federal and provincial governments and the law enforcement agencies for letting illegal guns slip through the U.S.–Canadian borders into Canada.
Frame that Blamed Media Violence
· two respondents framed this violence as caused by music lyrics that glamorise (making something desirable) guns, violence, and toughness

