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KA Hogan, HSS3101 B – Health Research, Fall 2014
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA     INTERDISCIPLINARY SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES     FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
HSS 3101B  Health Research 

COURSE OUTLINE


Professor:	Kerry-Anne Hogan RN PhD
		Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Ottawa 
		Email: khogan@uottawa.ca  
		
Office Hours:  Monday 12-2pm or by appointment; please contact me via email to schedule an appointment 

Course Structure:  Fall 2014, 3 credit theory course

Class time and Location: Monday 2:30-4pm, room MNT 201
       Thursday 4-5:30pm, room MNT 201

Course Description:

Introduction to qualitative and quantitative research paradigms and designs. Methodological issues. Collection, collation, analysis and interpretation of qualitative and quantitative health data. Ethical implications of health research. Use of descriptive and inferential statistics. Critical analysis of qualitative and quantitative scientific publications in health.

Course Objectives:

 Year 3 objective: Students will identify, explain, and analyze different research paradigms and demonstrate research skills in an interdisciplinary health context 

By the end of this course, students can be expected to

1. Identify the major types of quantitative and qualitative research designs and their appropriate application in health research scenarios;
2. Demonstrate basic knowledge of measurement including reliability and validity of measures;
3. Distinguish between various types of study designs;
4. Formulate a proper research question;
5. Distinguish and appropriately select different types of variables and ways in which variables can be measured;
6. Demonstrate knowledge of sampling methodologies; and
7. Be able to design and identify appropriate strategies to analyze prospective and retrospective health research studies.

Pre- requisite:	 HSS 2381 (Statistics)
Teaching and Learning Activities:
Teaching strategies include lectures, required/optional readings, and class discussions.  Students are responsible for content covered in class and readings and are expected to participate in class activities. 

Evaluation:

1.    Mid-term exam 	(Monday October 27; Covers weeks 1-6)		25%

2.    Final exam  (Scheduled within the examination period, Dec 4-17)  	35%  
Covers all material covered in class
**NOTE** I have no control over the exam schedule you
are advised not to make plans until you know the exam date. 

3.    Assignment  (Due on or before Thurs Nov 6, 2014) 			20%
**NOTE** Do one of the choices presented here		

4.    Group work								10%

5.    Tri-Council Certificate							5%

6.    Class participation			 				5%

· All exams must be written on the assigned date. Unanticipated illness or death in the immediate family are the only justifications for re-scheduling of exams. Refer to the Faculty of Health Sciences Calendar for additional regulations.   Students must notify the professor in writing prior to the exam if they are unable to write exams on the scheduled date, and provide written evidence for this absence. The student is then responsible for making alternative arrangements with the professor. 

· Exams may include multiple-choice, true and false, and short answer questions.  I will provide you with example questions throughout the term.  Your success on both exams will be enhanced through regular class attendance.  My hypothesis is: there will be a direct relationship between your class attendance and your grade in this course   

Textbook:  
Required:
Neutens, J. J. & Rubinson, L. (2014). Research techniques for the health sciences, 5th edition. San Francisco: Pearson. 
NOTE: ebook available http://www.coursesmart.com/research-techniques-for-the-health-sciences/james-j-neutens-laurna-rubinson/dp/9780321885470  
Recommended:
Davies, B. & Logan, J. (2011).  Reading research: A user-friendly guide for nurses and other health professionals, 5th edition. Toronto: Elsevier Canada
Any current Statistics textbook

Course Content and Schedule:

	WEEK
	DATE
	TOPICS
	Readings

	1
	Thurs Sept 4

	Welcome and introduction to research
Review of course outline and expectations
	Chapter 1  


	2
	Mon Sept 8
	Research process 
Reading and writing research reports
	Chapters 2 & 14 

	
	Thurs Sept 11
	
	

	3
	    *Mon Sept 15
	Reviewing the literature 
Research problems, questions & hypotheses 
	Chapter 3 

	
	Thurs Sept 18
	
	

	4
	Mon Sept 22
	Ethics and research 
	Chapter 4

	
	Thurs Sept 25
	
	

	5
	*Mon Sept 29
	Conducting experimental and quasi-experimental research
	Chapter 5 

	
	Thurs Oct 2
	
	

	6
	Mon Oct 6
	 Data collection methods  in quantitative research and sampling
	Chapters 6 & 10

	
	Thurs Oct 9
	
	

	7
	Oct 11-19
	FALL BREAK
	

	8
	Mon Oct 20 
	No class: Tri Council online module

Exam review and catch-up
	

	
	Thurs Oct 23
	
	

	9
	Mon Oct 27
	Mid-term exam (covers Chapters 1-6,10 & 14 and all material covered in class)
Critical appraisal skills in reading research
	Chapter 3 & Logan and Davies

	
	*Thurs Oct 30
	
	

	10
	Mon Nov 3
	 Qualitative research 
Assignment Due
	Chapter 7

	
	Thurs Nov 6
	
	

	11
	Mon Nov 10
	Evaluation research 

	Chapter 8

	
	*Thurs Nov 13
	
	

	12
	Mon Nov 17
	Analytical epidemiologic studies 
	Chapter 9

	
	Thurs Nov 20
	
	

	13
	*Mon Nov 24
	Analyzing and interpreting data: Descriptive and inferential 
	Chapters 11-12

	
	Thurs Nov 27
	
	

	14
	Mon Dec 1
	Moving research into practice 
 Exam review
	

	
	
	
	

	Final Exam
	Between 
Dec 4-17 
	Be sure not to make travel or work plans until you have verified the final exam date according to the University schedule. No exceptions can be made. 



Assignment:  Read these instructions carefully. Choose ONE  of thefollowing options. Start early in the term and work on the assignment throughout the course, using it as a learning experience and a way to monitor your ongoing understanding of the course material. Rubrics/tools for assignments are posted on Virtual Campus.

· Use the respective guidelines on the following pages.  I will also give a thorough outline of assignment expectations in class and am available in person for one-on-one consulting.  Expected page length 5-7, not including title page and references. 

· Although I prefer to have paper copies, I will accept email submissions with prior permission.  

· Due Date:  The assignment will be accepted at anytime throughout the course, but no later than November 6, 2014 at the beginning of class. If you cannot submit them on this date, you must submit them prior to the due date. It is your responsibility to ensure that assignments are delivered to me by the assigned date. 5% per day, up to a total of 50% of the value of the assignment, will be deducted for late submission.

· Assignments may be placed in the faculty mail system if they are in a sealed envelope addressed to me, and must arrive to me by the deadline.  To be clear, the assignments must be in my possession no later than November 6, 2014 at 4pm.

· All university policies remain in effect regarding plagiarism of assignments and documentation from the literature. 

· Assignments are to be completed in a scholarly manner.  Therefore they are to comply with the guidelines in the APA Publication Manual 6th ed.  

· No marks will be given for APA formatting but up to 10% of the overall grade may be lost due to incorrect referencing, use of citation, and other APA violations!

· Do not place papers in folders or binders, they are to be stapled only-NO EXCEPTIONS!! (5% will be deducted from your mark if you do not comply with this request)

· Please complete your title page as follows:

· Course name and number (HSS3101 B Health Research)
· Title of assignment (include option #)
· Your full name
· Student number
· Date submitted
· My name (Dr KA Hogan)

Assignment Guide: 									20%
       
Assignment Choice#1		

Qualitative data gathering exercise.  After developing a research question, briefly review the literature and choose a data collection method of your choice to best answer your research question.  Collect and analyze your data.  See virtual campus for more instructions.

Assignment Choice #2

You are free to choose a research subject that interests you and conduct a literature review.  Note there are no maximum nor minimum number of literature sources you are required to incorporate, but you must adequately cover the breadth and depth of your topic.  Also, if you are interested in pursuing graduate studies, a literature review is a precursor to your study.  (and some journals publish these!!)

Assignment Choice #3

Using the guidelines and worksheets developed by Davies and Logan (2011), you are to critically appraise either a qualitative or a quantitative research article.  I will select a variety of research articles (based on student interests and/or clinical areas) by the third week of the course. You will be able to download the articles from electronic journals. Fellow students may appraise the same article but your critiques may look different depending on how you evaluate the study. You must address all aspects of the guide thoroughly, to receive full marks.  Note that not all aspects of the worksheets are applicable to all articles and there must be some deep thought and reflection in this appraisal, it is not merely a question and answer exercise.

Open  Assignment Choice 

Many undergraduate students are undertaking various forms of research.  Through the availability of an open option, students will have the freedom to choose an appropriate assignment that will be graded for 25% of their course grade.  Examples of this include: writing a research article, developing a conference appropriate poster or oral presentation, developing a research proposal for graduate work/funding opportunities, or something of this nature.  It must encompass the principles of research taught in this course and MUST be done in collaboration with me.  DO NOT put effort into this option without consulting me first. 



Group Work										10%

You will be assigned in groups of three.  There will be a total of 5 group activities, each to be no more than one page in length; print template from Blackboard website.  Questions will be given in the class before the due date.  Assignments are to be submitted at the beginning of the next class after they are assigned.  Assigned dates: Sept 15, Sept 29, Oct 30, Nov 13, and Nov 24.
It is your responsibility to ensure you have a group as individual activities will NOT be graded.

Participation Marks									5%

There will be no date given for in class activities and quizzes.  They will be done during class time and will assist you in studying for your exams.  There will be a minimum of 7 of these throughout the term.  Although, for your own success and learning, it is strongly suggested that you attend (and complete) all activities.  By completing any five of the seven activities, you will earn a total of 5%.  There are NO make-up options for these grades, you must be present in class.

Guidelines for Professional Conduct for Students 

	It is my expectation that you:

· Arrive on time
· Come to class prepared (ie have completed assigned readings/activities)
· Participate in class discussions
· Attend and participate in group activities
· Silence all electronic devices
· Avoiding distracting other learners by texting, talking, playing on computer or being disruptive in any other way
· I have a STRICT no cell phone in class policy. Students failing to comply will be asked to put away their device or leave the classroom


Students are responsible for being aware of and in compliance with the regulations on plagiarism and academic fraud at the University of Ottawa http://web5.uottawa.ca/mcs-smc/academicintegrity/regulation.php 

“Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known”  Dr. Carl Sagan
American astronomer, writer and scientist, 1934-1996.

