Lecture 1: What is Politics?

The Hobbesian ‘The State of Nature’
· Thomas Hobbes, the 17th Century English philosopher argued that without society and the political authority to accompany it, humans would suffer from ‘the state of nature’

· Life in the state of nature will be ‘solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short’

· Politics then is the natural tendency of human beings to come together and create larger organised groups for their own protection and self-preservation.

· Politics is therefore a very essential element for life itself if man is to escape the ‘state of nature’

‘Man is a Political Animal’
· Aristotle, the famous Greek philosopher once said that ‘the polis exists by nature and man is by nature a being of the polis’ That means ‘Man is a Political Animal’ 

· “the man who is isolated, who is unable to share in the benefits of political association, or has no need to share because he is already self-sufficient, is no part of the city, and must therefore be either a beast or a god’

· “There is therefore a natural impulse in all men towards an association of this sort”, i.e. to belong to a community or political association.

· The virtue of justice belongs to the city (political association) and when man is isolated from the city (law and justice), he is worse than any animal.

Politics: Who Gets What, When and How?
· Harold Lasswell (1936) defines politics as “who gets what, when and how”?

· That means politics is about the authoritative allocation of scarce recourses in society.

· These recourses are often known as ‘public goods and services’

· Politics and political authority is then used to determined who gets what, when and how.

Public Goods and Services
· These are goods and services offered to or used to reward citizens of a political organization.
· There are two main types of public goods: Tangible and Intangible

Tangible public goods include:
                  - Social welfare
- Education, healthcare
- Economic opportunities


             Intangible public goods include:
                    - Peace, Safety,
                    - Security, Justice,
                    - Freedom, Liberty,


Who Gets ‘What’?
· Because public goods and scarce in a political system, who gets what becomes a very important and critical political question.

· Compared to authoritarian regimes (China, Iran) in a liberal democracy (Canada/USA) intangible public goods like freedoms and rights are guaranteed all citizens.

· Similarly, who gets to decide (voting/elections) become a public good that is not available to all people in all political systems.

· In some political systems, we have minority rule (China) while in others (Canada) we have majority rule.

· Thus, in some instances, the minority decides who gets what.

When Are Public Goods Distributed?
· Apart from deciding who gets what, the next political question is when?

· This brings up unhealthy competition between different sectors of the society:
 Rich vs poor
 Powerful vs weak
 Men vs woman
 Employer vs employee.

· In some political systems, some get all they want, when they want it and how they want it while others are maligned to the periphery.

· Justice and fairness are required in a political system to ensure that there is equity in making these decisions.

How Are Public Goods Distributed?
· The rich and powerful will have their voices heard and interest factored into the political system
➢Lobbyists
➢Powerful civil society groups like MADD.

· On the other hand, some voices are not even recognised in the policymaking process and their concerns are often ignored


· In most authoritarian systems, the ruling elite and their loyalist monopolise the political sphere and cater to their interests

· In more liberal democracies, it is argued that the ‘bourgeoisies’ have their way all the time

Who gets what, when and how; Means of the political process:
· War is politics by other means

· Diplomacy

· Through voting, referendums

· Negotiations, persuasion and governments

· Information, misinformation, propaganda

· Free market, entry and exit.

How to Study Politics
· Even though it stems from the writings and teachings of Aristotle, Plato, Hobbes etc., the study of politics in Universities is recent

· It was in the 1800 that University Departments of Politics began to emerge, starting in the UK and US. 
               -Political Science, Political Studies, Government studies

· At its basics, political studies is “concerned with the governance of social units, the allocation of power and responsibility, and the relationship among political actors in society”


The Philosophical Approach:
· The philosophical approach concentrates on the values which a political system should set for itself.

· The philosophical approach is normative; it is based on values and norms.

· Plato, the Greek philosopher, represented best this philosophical tradition of politics.
- He said that it was the duty of the philosopher-king to establish the ideal society based on justice.
· Also known as the traditional approach, involves an analytical study of ideas and doctrines which have long formed the core part of political thought.

· This approach has been criticized on the ground that it cannot be scientific as it ignores objective reality.
Behaviouralism
· Those who sought to make the study of politics scientific argued that hypotheses could be verified on the basis of objective quantifiable data.

· In 1950s and 1960s the study of politics assumed a new form called "behaviouralism”.
- It ignores the value or values and norms in the study of politics
- They focused on the tangible aspects of political life to the neglect of value-laden perspectives
- Their objective was to establish a discipline that was ‘scientific’ and ‘objective’

· Post-Behaviouralist on the other hand stand for going back to political values and norms without discarding the scientific method of collecting and processing data.
- They allowed values and ideologies in their analysis
- Sentiments and views were also considered important in their analysis.

Institutionalism
· Institutionalism emphasizes political orders based on key formal institutions, laws and processes of governance.

· Institutions help us understand the process through which the questions of who gets what, how, why and when are resolved.

· The focus is on the similarities and differences between constitutional orders and dictatorial systems, and how these deal with such issues as:
➢ separation of power,  federal and unitary forms of governance, and legal structures that made governance orderly

· This approach is also related to Structural functionalism because it emphasizes the functions of the political system - rule making, rule application, rule adjudication

Pluralism
· Pluralism is based a set of assumptions:

· That the state is democratic – Power is dispersed and not monopolized by state or corporate elite

· Individuals are free agents employing a variety of resources to organize groups that make demands of the system

· Authorities make decisions that represent compromises brokered between competing interest groups - a sort of market place

Elite Theory
· Those who disagree with pluralism argue that a few people in all societies manipulate the levers of government to their benefit.

· Elite theory suggests that the focus should not be on individuals and the freely formed groups based on interests but that society breaks down into two groups
● the few on top who hold power and rule
· Elite theory acknowledges that human society is not homogeneous and that the differences among people in society make elite rule inevitable

Why Study Politics?
· Because you are a political animal and you live in a political system

· You are directly and indirectly affected by political decisions, especially the distribution of public goods

· Politics enable us to better understand and appreciate our immediate environment, culture and society

· In this era of globalization, politics makes us better  and more informed global citizens

· In terms of jobs, the opportunities are endless


Lecture 2: Introduction to Political Ideologies

Ideas Matter in Politics 
· The writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) about freedom and equality inspired the French Revolution

· The radical ideas of Karl Marx (1818-1883) aroused political movements such as socialism and communism

· Mao Zedong (1893-1976) adopted a Marxist notion of the state and the cultural revolution in China

· The ideas of Mahatma Ghandi, Martin Luther King Jnr were instrumental in decolonization and the civil rights in India and the USA.

Human Nature and Politics
· Are humans by nature:
• power-hungry and self-centered or,
• fundamentally peace-loving and cooperative?

· Thinkers on the political left believe that human nature is good and inherently perfectible if the right environment is created.

· Thinkers on the political right also share a belief in the imperfection of human nature, seeing in the individual varying degrees of weakness, irrationality and immortality.

· Reasons for these positions can be found in what is often referred to as Political Ideologies

What Is Political Ideology?
· According to Ball et al (2011) argues that ideologies are a set of ideas that shape people’s thinking and actions with regards to:
● Race and nationality;
● The role and functions of government;
● The relations between men and women;
● Human responsibility for the natural environment; etc

· For this class, an ideology will be defined as: “a fairly coherent and comprehensive set of ideas that explain and evaluates social conditions, helps people understand  their place in society, and provides a program for social and political action” (Ball et al 2011, p. 5)

Functions of Political Ideologies
· According to Ball et al (2011), ideologies perform four primary functions for the people who hold these ideas. They are:

· Explanatory Functions;
· Evaluative Functions;
· Orientative Functions;
· Programmatic Functions.

Explanatory Functions of Ideologies
· “The first function of an ideology is to offer an explanation of why social, political, and economic conditions are as they are, particularly in times of crisis” (Ball et al, 2011, p.5)

· In times of crisis, people frantically search for answers in order to explain what is happening around them. For instance:
• Why are there wars;
• Why does Al-Qaeda and ISIL rise and why do they do what they do?
• Why are some people rich and others poor?
• What is or should be the role of the state in the economy?

· Different ideologies offer different answers to these questions

· People also try to persuade/force/coerce others to accept their ideology
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Evaluative Functions of Ideologies
· The second standard for any ideology is to supply the standards/yardstick for evaluating social conditions (Ball et al, 2011)

· This usually involves a judgement call stating if something is good or bad. For instance:
- Are all wars evil and to be avoided or are others justified?
- Is immigration good for the economy?
- Are high/low taxes good or bad?
- Should prostitution, abortion, and or marijuana be legalised?

· Depending upon your ideological orientation, you are likely to say yes and also defend your position to these questions.
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Orientative Functions of Ideologies
· The third function of ideology is to supply its holder with an orientation and a sense of identity:
- Of whom he/she is;
- Of the group (race, nation, gender) to which the he/she belongs; and,
- Of how he/she relates to the rest of the world (Ball et al, 2011)

· Ideology help people orient themselves to gain a sense of where they are and how they fit into this complicated world

· If you are a communist, you belong to a global party of people who defend the working class against the exploitative capitalist system

Programmatic Functions of Ideologies
· The final function of ideologies is to tell its followers what to do and how to do it (Ball et al 2011)

· It sets out a programmatic function by setting out general functions of social and political action

· Just like doctors or lawyers, ideologies also prescribe remedies for sick societies and treatments designed to keep the healthy ones in good health

· If you are a conservative, you may want to government to intervene to correct social or moral ills in society:
● Ban abortions, prostitution, defend traditional marriage etc.
Equality and Inequality in Society
· Another important question about human nature is the issue of equality and inequality
● This issue has been at the heart  and cause of most wars and conflicts in the world

· This explains why Egalitarianism has been at the forefront of political struggles national and international political arenas

· Egalitarianism is a political doctrine that advocates:
• Equal social and political rights for all citizens regardless of class, sex, religion and ethnicity;
• Equality of opportunity to all citizens to compete for the social, economic and political benefits available;
• Equality of condition  so that all goods and resources in a society would be distributed equally.

Are Human Beings Inherently Equal?
· Political thinkers ask is human beings are inherently equal?

· If so, what explains the numerous inequalities if wealth, power, rank, and status in society?

· For Aristotle and Plato (427-347BC), there is a hierarchy of inequality in citizenship:
o Artisans, women, slaves and workers were not citizens.
o Plato designed an elaborate theory of rule by the superior Philosopher King

Equality of Right
· Addressing past inequalities in society has led to an argument about equality of right and equality of opportunity

· For Conservatives in North America:
● The answer lies in guaranteeing formal legal and legal equality;
● Then rely on the free market to provide an equilibrium of societal benefits;
● There should be no legal or official discrimination allowed;
● The state should not be used to provide specific advantages to historically disadvantaged groups.

· This is what is often referred to as Equality of Right

Equality of Opportunity
· For Liberals/Democrats on the other hand:
- There is the need to go beyond equality of right to embrace an equality of opportunity;
- The playing field is still tilted in favour of certain individuals or groups;


· What Role for the State
- The state must be used to protect individuals against discrimination; and,
- The state must be used to provide fair opportunities, chances and a minimum standard of living for all.
· This is referred to as Equality of Opportunity.

The Political Spectrum: Left, Right and Centre
· There are numerous political views stretching across a wide range of possible ideological positions

· It is therefore important to clarify some of the key concepts that are commonly used in debates about political ideas and ideologies

· The first is Political Left and Right to refer to the orientation of an individual political spectrum


Origins of Left, Right and Centre
· The terms Left and Right originated from the seating arrangements of the French National Assembly of 1789:

· Seated on the right of the presiding officer were the nobility who supported the Monarch

· Seated on the left were those who wished to dramatically reduce or entirely eliminate the powers of the Monarch

· Today:
• Conservatives or groups who favour the least radical change to the status quo are on the right
• While Radicals on the left, who seek far-reaching and often revolutionary change.





Liberalism As A Political Ideology
· Liberals are usually associated with the  left of the political spectrum. Liberals:
- Believe in the paramount value of individual liberty;
- Regard the individual as a rational creature who can use his or her intelligence to decide to live life and maximise individual well-being;
- That society is a vehicle  for the protection and enhancement of our natural rights; and,
- Reform liberals advocate for a large role for the state to guarantee equality and to foster the full development of the individual.

· In Canada, the Liberals and NDP are broadly associated with this political ideology while in the USA, the Democrats are also associated with this ideology

Conservatism As An Ideology
· Conservatives are usually associated with the political right

· This is an ideology that defends the status-quo against major social, economic, and political change

· They believe political order and stability will be maintained only if change is gradual and evolutionary

· Conservatives want to preserve the free-market capitalist system against radical demands for progressive reforms
➢ Social conservatives are against progressive reforms like feminism, gay/lesbian rights, multiculturalism and environmental movements
➢ Fiscal conservatives are worried about the growth of government and raising taxes.

· In Canada, the Conservatives are associated with this ideology while the Republicans in the USA do same.

Fascism As An Ideology
· The political system of the extreme right, based on the principles of:
➢ A strong leader (dictator);
➢ A one party state and nationalism; and,
➢ Total control of the social and economic activity


· In 1922, Benito Mussolini created the first fascist regime in Italy to be closely emulated in Germany by Adolf Hitler
● There were also Fascist regimes in Spain and Argentina

· Today, there are numerous Neo-fascist movements advocating for:
• Ultra-nationalism, racism, and anti-immigrant political positions.

Socialism As A Political Ideology
· Socialism is a political ideology that advocates economic equality o the classes and the use of government to serve the collective good of the whole society

· Socialist value the collective good over the private interests of individuals, and emphasises cooperation over competition

· Socialist:
• Support a positive role of the government in the economy;
• Advocate public ownership of key industries;
• Regulation of the market;
• Redistribution of resources; and
• Protection of fundamental social and economic rights.  


Social Democrats and Radical Socialist
· Social Democrats prefer to work within the prevailing systems to achieve these goals
● They call for more resources to help the less fortunate;
● Policies to protect the less fortunate from the excesses of the free market/competition
● Tighter regulation of the market;
● Fairness/equality in the distribution of resources

· Radical Socialist on the other hand advocate an over throw of the existing capitalist structure.
● They believe only a proletariat revolution can overthrow the capitalist system
● They believe that the ‘bourgeoisie’ who are the ruling class and owners of the factors of production must be overthrown




The Welfare State
· It is a concept that stresses the role of government as a provider and protector of individual security and well-being

· This should be achieved through the implementation of interventionist economic policies and social programs

· This approach to governments stands in contrast to the minimalist state advocated by neo-liberals

· The welfare state ascribes a positive role to the state in promoting human rights and welfare against the economic and social consequences of:
• unemployment, poverty, sickness, disability etc.


Capitalism As A Political Ideology
· Capitalism is an economic system in which the means of production are privately owned and operated according to the profit motive

· Decisions about investment, production, and distribution of resources are determined according to the market, not government

· Capitalist support less regulation or deregulation and a limited role of the state in the economy.

· Capitalist prefer to let demand, supply and competition to distribute social and economic values and services in society.

The Neo-Liberal State
· Neo-liberalism is an ideology that advocates an economic arena free of government regulation and restriction

· Free of government participation in the market place and a shrinking of the state

· They advocate a retreat from the welfare state and a scaling back of state commitments to programs promoting equality and social justice

· It came to global prominence in the 1980s under Margaret Thatcher of the UK (Thatcherism) and Ronald Reagan of the USA (Reaganomics)
· Globally, neo-liberalism has been promoted  by such organizations as the IMF/WB.

Neo-Conservatism
· Neo-conservatism overlaps with Neo-liberalism in a number of ways.

· Apart from everything that the neo-liberal state stands for, Neo-conservatism also:

● Advocates for a more hierarchical, patriarchal and authoritarian state;

● It calls for a return to the norms and values of the heterosexual family;

● The traditional male and female roles in the family; and,

● A hawkish foreign policy approach.

The Laissez-Faire Economy
· The word Laissez-Faire means ‘to let be’ in French.

· As an economic theory, it provides the intellectual foundation for the system of free-market capitalism

· Proponents of laissez-faire believe that the economy works best when there is no government intervention

· Laissez-Faire:
- Rejects state ownership or control;
- Advocates a free market;
- Values individualism; and,
- Promotes free trade.


Lecture 3: States and Governments

Understanding Government and Politics
· Governments are key to the understanding of politics because the have the power and authority to enforce collective decisions that bind a whole society

· Governments also have the power and authority to determine ‘who gets what, when and how’?
· Governments can fine, imprison, and even kill people who refuse to obey the rules of behaviours they set

· Who controls government and in whose interests people are governed are questions with significant consequences

Government: An Attempted Definition
· Government can be defined as “the set of institutions that make and enforce collective decisions for a society”

· Governments:
● Need not necessarily have the support of those they govern; and,
● They certainly need not rule for the general public good.

· There are societies with:
- Freely elected governments that rule for the greater good of all (Ghana, Canada); and,
- Brutally repressive governments who do not rule in the public interest (North Korea).

· Political Science is interested in studying all these forms of government.

Classical Forms of Government
· For Aristotle, the best form of government is the Polity. Others are: kingship, tyranny, aristocracy, oligarchy, polity and democracy

· To be members of the Polity, people had to be able to:
● Assume the responsibility of separating their private lives from their public lives;
● Think and act through community while in public;
● Leave their self interest at home.

· For the Romans:
● The first style of government was based on family inheritance or Monarchy;
● The second phase was characterised is known as the Republican Phase;
● The final phase was the Roman Empire during which they ruled the then known world

· During medieval times, the Roman Catholic Church dominated the European political landscape by creating the Holy Roman Empire.
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The Evolution of Modern Political Forms
· A number of ingredients came together in 17th Century England to challenge the domination of the Monarch and usher in modern democracy.

· First, the enclosure movement, which allowed landlords to ‘enclose’ or fence off lands that had been formerly available for public use
● It displaced a lot of commoners who migrated to the city

· Two, the new entrepreneurial or bourgeois class began to oppose the power of the monarch to tax and control lands at will.
• Demands for the greater protection of their private property increased

· Third, religious toleration became socially and politically acceptable
● Spiritual liberation was accompanied by scientific liberation.

Functions of Governments
· All governments, regardless of its actual form, performs three crucial functions:
• Rule-Making (executive and legislative branches)
• Rule –Application (executive and bureaucracy) and
• Rule-Adjudication (the courts, regulatory and other quasi-judiciary organizations)

· In modern Western governments, these roles are distributed among different branches of government
o Executive
o Legislature
o Judiciary

· In some governments, these structures are non-existent or are not separate.


The State
· The State is different from the government.
- For one thing, government are made up of political parties, states are not.

· One of the major characteristics of a State is Sovereignty, defined as:
● A population (people with a consciousness of itself as a cohesive and distinctive group);
● A piece of territory (this is land and also the borders of a country)
● A sovereign government (the final power/authority over a population and a piece of land); and,
● A monopoly of legitimate force.

· There are about 192 states in the UN, and the latest is South Sudan



Sovereignty and the Treaty of Westphalia
· The Peace of Westphalia was a series of peace treaties signed in 1648.

· These treaties:
● Ended the Thirty Years' War (1618–1648) in the Holy Roman Empire, and
● The Eighty Years' War (1568–1648) between Spain and the Dutch Republic

· The treaties initiated a new system of political order in central Europe based on:
- A sovereign state governed by a sovereign;
- The principle of non- interference in another nation's domestic business; and
- The triumph of sovereignty over empire

· The treaties’ regulations stood as a precursor to later large international treaties and the development of international law in general


The Nation
· The idea of a nation comes from the experiences that are gleaned from history of the political struggles of people.
● e.g. The nation of Islam, The Nation of Israel,  

· Nations share a common:
● Language, family bonds, spiritual/religious beliefs, culture etc

· The key ingredient of a nation today is a common ethnicity.

· Today, nations transcend geographical boundaries

Non-State Governments
· A founding principle of European colonialism was the doctrine of terra nullius
● A Latin expression deriving from Roman law meaning "land belonging to no one”

· According to this doctrine and upon encountering any new land or people, it was assumed that there was nothing there:
• No language, arts, culture, philosophy, industry and no government.

· When indigenous people were encountered by Europeans, they were considered to be living in a ‘State of Nature’

· In reality, Europeans did not meet a condition of terra nullius or even a state of nature.
● On the contrary, they met well established civilizations with thriving cultures, art, systems of government and legal systems.



Traditional Governments
· One of the many governments that Europeans met is known as Traditional Governments: Traditional Governments are Stateless Governments

· Contrary to what  the bias and racist European colonialist thought, indigenous people:
● Did not live in a condition of economic scarcity;
● Had a sophisticated language system;

· Traditional Governments :
• Practice decision-making and adjudication according to the customs and traditions passed down from generations to generations
• Have Governance, justice, educational and welfare systems prior to the arrival of Europeans

· The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne, the Cree Grand Council of northern Quebec, The Ashantiman Council of Ghana, are some examples of Traditional Government

Aboriginal Self Government in Canada
· Before the arrival of Europeans in Canada, Aboriginal people governed themselves through traditional governments

· Based on the doctrine of terra nullius however, European colonialist:
• Banished and relocated them to ‘Reserves’;
• Forced them into residential schools which denied their heritage; and,
• Disposed of their territory through a process of flawed and fraudulent treaty-making

· This explains why many Aboriginal Canadians now demand a new and meaningful dialogue based on trust, respect, equality, and truth.

· Most are calling for an Aboriginal Self Government, defined as:
- A demand by Aboriginal or Indigenous groups that they be able to govern themselves, as they did before colonial rulers removed such power.


Stateless Governments: The Case of Palestine
· Another example of non-state governments can be found in the Palestinian experience within the state of Israel

· They have been struggling for recognition of their statehood in the midst of Israeli policies of expansion and settlement in lands considered Palestinian Lands
● They got this recognition by the UN last year.

· The Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) is an organization created in 1964 with the purpose of creating an independent State of Palestine.

· It is recognized as the "sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people" by over 100 states and has enjoyed observer status at the United Nations since 1974

· Currently, the state of Israel is in negotiations with the PLO government of Mahmoud Abbas to find lasting solutions to the conflict.

Introduction to the Branches of Government
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The last time, we indicated that every government plays three crucial roles/functions. These are:
- Rule-Making
- Rule-Implementation
- Rule-Adjudication

· Depending upon the nature and type of government (democratic, authoritarian), these functions might be played by one institution or different types of institutions.

· Our interest will be on  the institutions that play these functions in a Liberal Democratic system.

The Principle of the Separation of Powers
· Baron de Montesquieu, the celebrated French Scholar asserted that concentrated power is dangerous and leads to despotism of government.

· This is often referred to as the Separation of Powers, defined as:
“A principle of constitutional government that is usually taken to mean that the legislative, executive, and judicial functions of the state should be carried out by separate branches of government”

· This principles provides ensures checks and balances in the government and helps prevent abuse of power.

· Absolute monarchies are those in which all power is given to or, as is more often the case, taken by, the monarch.
● Examples of absolute power corrupting are Roman Emperors (who declared themselves gods) and Napoleon Bonaparte (who declared himself an Emperor).

· "Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Great men are almost always bad men.“ (Lord Acton, 1887)

The Executive Branch Defined
· “The executive branch in any government is concerned with the implementation and enforcement of laws and other authoritative decisions of the state”

· Two main types of Executives can be identified in a Democratic State. These are:
• The Political Executive; and the
• Administrative/Bureaucratic Executive.

· Presidents, Prime Ministers, and Cabinet Ministers form the core of the Political Executive. They:
- Have political responsibility for making public policy;
- They make most of the executive decisions with regards to war, diplomacy, economic/financial decisions.

· The Political Executive is usually referred to as the government and often undergo a wholesale change following an election.

The Administrative Executive
· The Administrative Executive on the other hand is a vast array of permanent bureaucratic institutions and personnel who support the government to function.

· It is made up of the generic Public Service which is:
● Permanent, Non-partisan, and Merit based

· The Administrative Executives assumes a variety of organizational forms. These include:
• Officials who work in the government Ministry headed by a Minister
• Crown Corporations  and Regulatory Agencies who operate at an arms-length from government
• Others are Public Hospitals, Public Universities

· The Administrative Executive exists to assist the Political Executive to function properly in a democratic system


Functions of the Executive
· To provide political leadership to the nation

· To implement laws formally approved by the legislature

· To make rules and regulations

· To administer government departments and agencies

· To conduct diplomacy and relations with other nations

The Legislature
· At its basics, the Legislative branch of government is an institution with the primary responsibility of enacting laws

· It is a forum or chamber where the peoples’ representative meet to debate, deliberate, and decide matters of state.
· In a multi-party democracy, it is where political parties express differences of opinion and weigh competing views on how best to deal with the issues of public policy

· Legislature are by far most visible aspects of multi-party democracies and the closest to the people through their representatives.
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Types of Legislatures
· Two main types of Legislatures exist in modern Liberal Democracies. These are:
● Unicameral Legislatures; and,
● Bicameral Legislatures.  

· A Unicameral Legislature has only one chamber, and all members of the legislature belong to and participate in that chamber.
● An example of a Unicameral Legislature is Ghana
 
· A Bicameral Legislature on the other hand has two separate chambers and members of the legislature belong to only one of those chambers
- An example of a Bicameral Legislature is Canada.

Functions of the Legislature
· To Legislate, pass laws and approve bills

· To represent the people

· Investigate issues and events

· Hold the government in checks and balances and for accountability

· Ratify or veto executive decisions

· Serve as the holder of the public purse

· Provide a voice for the official opposition

The Judiciary
· The Judiciary broadly refers to all the judges, courts, and judicial staff in the country.

· The primary role of the Judiciary in any country is to interpret the Law

· The Judiciary also implements the law by deciding guilt or innocence

· The judiciary can also serve as a referee to determine if the government and its appointees are acting within their limits
· The Supreme Court of Canada is the highest court of the Land and is led by the Chief Justice


Lecture 4: Democracy, Elections, and Electoral Systems 

Popular Perceptions Of Democracy
· The main principles of democracy is that ‘political power should originate with the people rather than those who rule’

· Modern Democracy therefore argues that ‘the government’s authority rests on the free and fair participation of all who are subject to its rule’
● The ‘free and fair’ principle is central to this argument
· Democracy claims to be the best form of government because:
• It provides citizens the opportunity to make decisions about the state;
• It makes citizens politically powerful; and,
• Citizen participation leads to better decision making compared to any other alternative.


Citizen Power and Direct Democracy
· Direct Democracy can be defined as:
● ‘A political system in which citizens hold power directly rather than through elected or appointed representatives’
· Also known as Athenian Democracy, this was the system of democracy practiced in ancient Greece in the 5th Century in City States like Athens and Sparta

· Citizens, not politicians, were responsible for making key political decisions about their community.
● Here, democracy was direct and people sitting in popular assemblies debated and ruled on community questions

· Athenian Democracy worked because:
•The city-state was small;
•Slaves, women, and children were not citizens;
•It meant that a minority actually ruled and imposed its will on all

Citizen Power and Representative Democracies
· The direct opposite of Athenian Democracy is referred to as Representative Democracy.

· It is a ‘political system in which citizens hold power indirectly by selecting representatives who render public decisions on their behalf in popular assemblies”

· Representative Democracy emerged as a resulted to address the challenges associated with direct democracy.

· Instead of the selected few, legislative assemblies are now filled with people who choose to stand for elections

· These representatives must be conscious of the needs, desires, and concerns of the people they are elected to represent
- Most modern democracies attempt to ensure this consciousness by requiring periodic elections.

Elections in a Democracy
· One of the key democratic instruments is the election of governments and rulers

· Elections can be defined as ‘a mechanism by which the expressed preferences of citizens in democratic states are aggregated into decisions regarding who will govern’

· In a democracy, elections provide the main mechanism for holding governments accountable
•During elections, voters can decide to punish or reward a government based on its performance.


· To be credible, no eligible citizen should be prevented from exercising his/her franchise during an election

Electoral Systems
· Two main types of electoral systems exists. These are proportional and non-proportional systems.
· The non-proportional system mostly used in North America is the Plurality System. Under this system:
● The requirement for wining is to earn more votes than any other candidate but not necessarily a majority.

· The more common name for this type of electoral system is the first-pass-the-post (FPP)

· An addition but less common non-proportional electoral system is the Majoritarian System.

· The distinction between the two is that the winning candidate in the Majoritarian System is required to earn a majority of votes in order to be declared the winner
●(50 + 1)

Proportional Representation
· Proportional Representation is an electoral system that attempts to award seats to parties in proportion to the share of votes earned

· For instance in Israel, the whole country is a single constituency and the seats are allocated based on the percentage of votes per party
· The two most common forms of Proportional Representation are:
• The list system and;
• The single transferable vote

· The list system requires voters to choose from among party lists or candidates on party lists

· The single transferable vote allows voters to rank-order their choices within and across party lines


Why Do People Vote The Way They Do?
· Three main theories exists to explain why people vote the way they do. These are:
-  The Sociological Model;
-  The Socio-psychological model; and,
 - The Rational voting model.

The Sociological Model
· The Sociological Models explains voting by identifying the social forces that determine individual values and beliefs.

· According to this theory, people vote base on their:
• Place of residence
• Religious background
• Social class, Age/gender.

· If you are religious, and culturally sensitive, you might vote for Conservatives because of their support for Conservative Family values

· If you are not too religious and a progressive, you might vote for Liberals/Democrats because of their support progressive values.

· These social groups shape their members’ interests in ways that are important for voting decisions but also indirectly by shaping their values.

The Socio-Psychological Model
· The focus of this model is on the psychological process of voting: on how people come to make their individual choices

· One group of influences are friends, family, ethnic groups and other social cleavages.

· The other is personal and involves party identification and political socialization

· It asserts that most people vote along party lines, and according to their partisan affiliations.



The Rational Voting Model
· According to this model, voting is a rational decision rather than one based on social ties or partisan identification

· It assumes that in deciding to vote, voters employ a process of evaluation, involving:

- The importance of the issues;

- An assessment of the candidates and their platforms; and ,

- An evaluation of the party leaders.

· They then compare the alternatives in search of the right choice.



Public Opinion Polling
· Public Opinion Polling can be defined as: ‘The use of survey interviews, often conducted over telephone, with a randomly selected  representative of the population providing an accurate description of the attitudes, beliefs, and behaviour of the population’.

· Polling enables parties to quickly and accurately gauge public opinion and potential reaction

· Such information has implications for the:
● Timing of elections;
● The selection of leaders; and,
● Campaign strategies, tactics, and slogans.

· Published polls can thus influence voter behaviour by deterring them from voting for a ‘lost cause’

Political Participation
· Political Participation can be defined as: ‘Actions taken by individuals and groups in an attempt to influence political decisions and political decision-makers’

· There are several avenues available for political participation and these avenues also depend upon the type of government

· Participation can occur on so many levels:
•Individual (voting, referenda, and rallies);
•Organizational (volunteering time for an interest group, NGO, Civil Society); and,
•Professional (working as a lobbyist)

· In most liberal democracies, political participation is free and voluntary

· On the contrary and in other political systems, political participation is illegal and banned


Election and The Mass Media
· The Mass Media plays an important role in the development of government

· The media gives people access to be able to choose a political party, devise attitudes on government parties, decisions and manage their own affairs

· From the newspaper to television and radio, the media is the leading factor in political communication and fund raising

· Voters who have already made up their minds about a candidate or issues are less likely to be influenced by the media.
- The target is always the undecided or independent voter

Social Media
· Social media serves as an important outlet for users to communicate thoughts, ideas, photos and videos

· Campaigns spend millions on twitter, Facebook and instagram to organise and get their message out

· Trending topics and hash tags allow users to communicate instantaneously about the candidates via twitter

· The internet plays a very bog role in electioneering and campaigns. It enable candidates to get their message out and reach millions


Lecture 5 International Politics

Approaches to International Politics
· There are three main approaches to the study and practice of international politics or in pursuing foreign policy

· These are:
● The Realist Approach;
● The Liberal Approach; and the,
● Marxist Approach.

· These approaches are sometimes associated with the ideological inclinations of individuals and governments.

The Realist Approach to International Politics
· Realism assumes that in international relations, states are driven by a desire for economic and or military power

· The realist believe that ‘distrust and self-interest mean that co-operation is unlikely and that the international system is marked by a constant power struggle’

· One of the academic fathers of realism, Hans Morgenthau, advised states to define their national interests in terms of power

· He argues that states should “follow policies designed to maximise their power  and should avoid policies that overstep the limits of power’

· According to realist, politics is a struggle for limited resources in a competitive and non-cooperative environment’

· It argues that countries should practice politics based on power, not morality.

· Most conservative governments and party’s approach foreign policy from this perspective.

· Most realist are also referred to as ‘Hawks’ because of their approach to foreign policy


The Liberal Approach to International Politics
· Other theorist argue that international relations should not be played based on power politics

· They further argue that the real world of politics demonstrates that cooperation is inevitable because actors want to avoid mutual destruction or zero-sum-games

· Liberals believe that in reality, the international system works in a co-operative, but competitive environment

· For Liberals, mutual co-operation on the international stage will lead to Positive Sum Gains for all involved.

· Liberalism is usually associated with the political left (Democrats and Liberals)

· They are also often referred to as ‘Doves’ or ‘Dovish’  when pursuing foreign policy


Differences Between Realism and Liberalism
· There are four main differences between these two approaches.

1. Liberals do not believe that acquiring, preserving, or applying power is the essence of international relations. Ethical standards are important (torture/ no torture)

2. Liberalism dismiss that accusation that pursuing ethical policy work against the national interest. Examples include waterboarding and torture.

3. The Liberal approach challenges the world to seek new ways and means of co-operation on the world state.

4. Liberals believe that humans and states are capable of more co-operation and less-conflict.

The Marxist Approach
· This approach rejects both Realism and Liberalism and accuses them of perpetuating the status-quo

· Marxist suggest that a more equitable distribution of ownership and goods would create an international system of greater fairness and security

· Political scientist who operate from the Marxist perspective believe that economic and social forces and conditions play a primary role in international relations

· They believe that ultimately, a series of economic and social pressures and counter-pressures will lead to the a revolution that will overthrow capitalism

· Only then can a just and fair global world order be possible.


Politics of the Developing World

Challenges to Global Development
· Global poverty and inequality
‘The assets of the 200 richest people exceed the combined income of 41% of the world’s total population’

· Human security
‘A major challenge to global development lies in the insecurities faced by large numbers of individuals and groups’

· Environmental stress and degradation
Increased pressure on the environment leads to unsustainable development

· Information and Communications Technology (ICTs)
ICTs have become very powerful tools of inequality and poverty


Historical Perspectives on Development and Underdevelopment


Colonialism and Global Underdevelopment
· Colonialism can be defined as:
“the ownership and administration of one territory and people by another, as if the former  were part of the latter” (Busumtwi-Sam, 2006)

· European colonialism took various forms and shapes depending upon the colonizing state, the reasons for colonising and the response of the colonized

· Europe had two ain types of colonies in Africa:

● Colonies of exploitation (mostly in West Africa)

● Colonies of habitation/settlement (mostly in Southern Africa)

The British Policy of Indirect Rule
· Indirect Rule was a colonial system of governance that tried to integrate local political structures into the colonial state in a two-tiered system.

· Typically, the higher tier of government and administration was filled with public servants from the respective colonial power, while actual governance of ‘the Natives’ was delegated to ‘tribal rulers’.

· When modern colonialism started to strive for real territorial government during the 19th  and early 20th C, it became clear that colonial resources of domination were insufficient for an effective control of the entire population.

· The system of indirect rule built on European assumptions about ‘Native’ societies.
• They were thought to be ahistoric, unchanging, paternalistic entities governed by chiefs and headmen.

The French Policy of Assimilation
· To begin with the obvious question, what does the term "assimilation" mean?
● extending European democratic institutions to the “inferior races” of the colonies
● making over non-European peoples in the “civilized” image of Europeans.
● applying a uniform set of rules in all colonies
● the propagation of the French language among non-European peoples

· “the aims of the work of colonization which France is pursuing in her colonies exclude any idea of autonomy and any possibility of development outside the French empire”

· This  was also a reaffirmation of the ideal of “assimilation” to the French nation as the logical outcome of the French mission civilisatrice  (The civilizing mission)

· “Consolidating the moral and material ties which bind together 40 million continental Frenchmen and 60 million overseas Frenchmen, white and colored”


From Scramble To Partition
· It is helpful to see the 'scramble' and the 'partition' as two different phases of the same process of expansion leading to full-scale 'colonization'.

· The 'scramble' can be seen as the competitive phase in which various Europeans carved out widening spheres of interests for themselves in Africa;

· On the other, the 'partition' was the negotiated solution of their governments to the danger of the scramble getting out of control

· The Berlin Conference did not divide Africa.

Berlin Africa Conference in 1884-85
· It set up a vast 'free trade' area and guarantee the freedom of navigation especially on the Congo and Niger rivers.

· It agreed on rules which were to be used in 'taking possession' of lands in Africa, insisting on 'effective occupation' of the territories claimed by various powers.

· It also produced the Principle of Effectivity, which stated that powers could hold colonies only if they actually possessed them, had treaties with local leaders, flew their flag there, and established an administration in the territory

· It provided an opportunity to both channel latent European hostilities towards one another outward and provide new areas to form constructive dialogue for limiting future hostilities

Contemporary Issues and Debates
· Foreign aid, globalization, and development

· Sustainable development

· Democracy, civil society and development

· State failure, political violence, and civil strife


Lecture 6: Political Culture and Socialization

Political Culture and Politics?
· We have already indicated in this class that societal norms, beliefs, practices and customs are an integral part of politics

· As Heard (2006) has argued, “one will know very little about politics without an appreciation of the broader cultural context within which it occurs”

· Therefore, the politics of a society  is ultimately reflected in that  society’s culture.

· For example:
● In Canada, there is no death penalty, the US and China have death penalties;
● In Canada women drive, in Saudi Arabia, they can’t drive;
● Canada is officially bilingual, while the US is unilingual; and
● Compared to Canada, gun ownership and laws mean a different thing in the USA.

· These differences stem from the different values and cultures between Canada and these other countries.

What Then is Political Culture?
· According to Heard (2006), political culture is: “the collection of the understandings, values, attitudes, and principles of a community or society that relates to its political organization, processes, disputes, and public policies”

· Out of a society’s political culture come important beliefs and values that structure the citizens’ attitude and expectations towards such basic political concepts as:
· legitimacy, power, authority, and obedience.

· Clearly therefore, the variations in cultural values in societies can have a significant effect on these societies’ politics and vice versa

· To fully understand the politics of a country therefore, one has to appreciate the framing role of cultural values in political objects, principles, and processes.


Understanding Politics Through Culture
· To understand politics we need to:
● We need to grasp the essence of political culture;
● Realize how the predominant values of that culture come to be passed on among members; and,
● Discover whose values come to be accepted as norm.

· ‘Political culture is not just about those things explicitly related to the political system, it is also about general attitudes that can have political ramifications’ (Heard, 2006)

· For instance:
- Issues of same-sex marriages and polygamy in different countries;
- Issues of pornography and prostitution
- Issues of abortion

· These issues are personal, culturally sensitive, and ultimately political questions and concerns.


Individual Values and Beliefs in Political Culture
· A governments’ ability to function properly can be impacted by:
● the beliefs and values of individuals regarding their government; and,
● their own sense of responsibility toward  their government

· One example of this is people’s attitudes about paying taxes. For instance:
● In Canada, only a small minority refuse to pay taxes;
● In Switzerland, only six (6) percent of their economy is not taxed;
● In Russia and Kenya, most people do not pay their taxes

· Also, in Canada, most people will report a crime when they see it happening, compared to Ghana where they won’t.

· In Canada too, most people trust the police to do the right thing most of the time, compared to China, Iran, Russia.


Political Subcultures
· In almost all countries, political cultures are never homogeneous or monolithic.

· In reality, the political cultures of most countries contain various subgroups or Political Subcultures

· A political subculture can be defined as:
“a cluster of people who share the same basic political values and attributes that are distinct from those of other groups in society or from the predominant values and attributes of society as a whole” (Head, 2006)

· Liberal Democracies, political culture is a majoritarian phenomenon: The majority within society basically gets to determine and foster views considered representative.

· For instance, in Canada:
●There is still a sizeable segment of the population that supports privatising healthcare
●Abortion and same-sex marriages are still contentious issues in Canada


Identity Politics and Political Cleavages
· Political identity or identity politics “describes political activity by particular groups looking for recognition of their status and identity” (Head 2006)

· Such groups seek acknowledgement of the ways their beliefs and value systems differ from others in their society.

· Examples of identity politics include:
- The women rights movement;
- Aboriginal movement;
- The separatist movement in Quebec.

· Of particular importance in identity politics is how a groups members are treated as a group by the rest of society.


Political Cleavages
· “Political cleavages arise in a society when there are enduring differences between groups within society over political values, perspectives, and objectives” (Head, 2006).

· Many cleavages occur in society at the same time according to gender, religion, socio-economic class, language, ethnicity, and even ideology

· A country may have a richly diverse political culture or be destabilized into civil war:
• Depending on what causes these cleavages;
• How deeply entrenched they are; and,
• How opposed  they are in outlook.

· In several countries, ethnic cleansing and genocides have been the products and outcome of political cleavages.

· The solution is to seek and promote Cultural Pluralism, which is fostering several political subcultures that are accommodating  to foster political harmony in society


Moulding Minds and Shaping Attitudes
· Because political cultures and identities are so important, it raises a number of questions:

•How are political cultures and identities formed?

•What processes create dominant beliefs and attitudes among large groups in a political system?

· The answer lies in the fundamental process of sharing and propagating attitudes, knowledge, values, and other beliefs in human society.


Understanding Political Socialization
· Members of a society are shaped by a lifelong process through which cultural, moral, and political values are shared and passed on.

· In politics, we call this process Political Socialization. Defined as:
- The process through which attitudes toward and knowledge about political matters are passed on within society” (Heard, 2006)

· Political Socialization is not only about explicit political attitudes and values like:
•Capitalism is good, communism is bad.

· It also involves broader cultural and social values like the role of women.


The Context of Political Socialization

· A child raised in Canada, US, China, Argentina, Iran, Ghana and the UK will definitely be socialised differently

· That is because the environment within which we are born and grow has a tremendous effect in socialising us.

· If you grow up in a country ravaged by war, your attitudes towards the state will be different

· If you grow up in a predominantly Muslim, Christian, or Buddhist society, your attitudes will be shaped by their belief systems.

· People are likely to grow up voting for the party of their parents.


Agents of Political Socialization
· Political socialization works through various processes through passive or a deliberate active means known as Agents of Political Socialization.

· Agents of Political Socialization are:
● ‘Those groups of people or institutions that convey political attitudes and values to others in society’.

· Examples include:
• The Family,
• Educational Institutions,
• The Media,
• Religious Institutions,
• Peer Groups,
• The Workplace; and,
• State Actors


The Family as an Agent of Political Socialization
· One of the most fundamental influences on an individual’s outlook on politics is the family

· Children learn different types of political lessons from their families in direct and indirect ways

· Parents who are politically active become role models and some take their children along to party functions

· Everyday family dynamics teach children a great deal about social hierarchy, deference to authority, obedience to rules, and acquiescence in judgement they do not support.

· Finally, life lessons that children learn in the family flow directly to the general political culture.

Schools an Agents of Political Socialization
· In almost all countries and societies, educational institutions are very powerful agents of political socialization

· In some instances, schools deliver a curriculum developed by the government to deliberately indoctrinate  children with a particular set of view.
● Sex education
● Creation versus evolution
● Prayer in school

· University education in most western democracies inculcate the values of independence, autonomy, freedom, and critical thinking

· Most students sharpen their political skills in schools by running for political office, voting and joining political and other social clubs


The Media as an Agents of Political Socialization
· Radio, TV, newspapers, books, music, movies and the Internet are broadly referred to as ‘Mass Media’ and they represent the most visible means of political socialization.

· A country’s mass media provides the most powerful means of reinforcing common beliefs and values that creates a nations identity

· The mass media plays a central role in conveying political attitudes, beliefs, and knowledge across societies and the whole world

· Whether in news broadcast, political development or debates, much of what we come across on TV and radio frames what we think about political issues.

· The level of editorial independence is also a good measure of a country’s political culture

· A free internet and social media is another good measure of political culture


Religion as an Agents of Political Socialization
· Religious teachings shape attitudes, beliefs and finally political culture in all countries

· In some countries, there is a separation of church and state while in others no such separation exists

· Even where we have a separation of church and state, most of the laws are based on Judeo-Christian values and traditions
● e.g. divorce, marriage (polygamy, same-sex marriage), even names

· In countries that have national religions (Iran, Saudi Arabia, Qatar), political values, beliefs, and cultures are directly shaped by religious teachings (Quran)
- Religious (Christian/Quranic) school education is definitely different from non-religious education

· This is why Karl Max said ‘religion is the opium of the people’, it makes the masses accept the oppression of their masters in anticipation of a better life after death.

Peer Groups as Agents of Political Socialization
· Although they remain unorganised, peer groups can be very important agents of socialization

· We share our thoughts and reactions with our friends and their assessment become an important assessment of right and wrong

· During elections, people make decisions by discuss political issues and have political debates with their friends and peers

· In our relations with friends, we practice important political principles like tolerance, freedom of expression, respect for divergent opinions, beliefs and thoughts

· ‘Birds of the same flock, fly together’


State Actors as Agents of Political Socialization
· State or national media is a powerful force of political socialization in all countries
- USA (PBS, Hollywood), Canada (CBC), UK (BBC), Qatar (Al-Jazeera)

· Public schools in Canada and the US are powerful source of political socialization
● Civic classes serve this purpose

· Some government Departments and Ministries are specifically set up to play the role of political socialization
- Canadian Heritage

· In some countries like Israel, military service is compulsory and is used to indoctrinate citizens with views about duty, service and how to obey and defend your country


Lecture 7 Politics of Globalization

What is Globalization?
· Globalization can be defined as the ‘shrinking of time and space’

· It is also associated with the growth of supraterritorial relations among people  creating complex series of connections that tie together people and nations of diverse cultures

· By participating in these inter-connections, individuals and nations see the world increasingly as one place.

· Information and Communications Technology (ICTs) have been the main drivers and connectors of globalization.


Levels of Political Authority in Globalization
· The Local Level (Ottawa City Hall)
· The Sub-national Level (Provincial government of Ontario)
· The National Level (Parliament of Canada, Federal Government)
· Regional Level  (Trade, dispute, and diplomacy at NAFTA, EU, AU)
Global Level (WTO, UN, IMF, WB)


Agents of Global Governance

The Bretton Woods and Political Order
· In 1944, the UN held its Monetary and Financial Conference in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire to discuss the post war global economy

· This meeting led to the eventual creation of the Bretton Woods institutions like:
•The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank);
•The International Monetary Fund (IMF); and
•The World Trade Organization (WTO)

· These organizations have played a very big part in securing global economic development and in making developed countries.

The World Bank
· One of the major drivers of global administrative reforms is the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank)

· Since inception in 1944, the World Bank has expanded from a single institution to a closely associated group of five development institutions.

· The World Bank:
● provides low-interest loans, interest-free credits, and grants to developing countries.
● supports a wide array of investments in such areas as education, health, public administration;
● provides or facilitates financing through trust fund partnerships with bilateral and multilateral donors.
● offers support to developing countries through policy advice, research and analysis, and technical assistance

The IMF
· It provides policy advice and financing to members in economic difficulties and works with developing nations to achieve macroeconomic stability and reduce poverty.

· With 188 countries, the IMF also provides a forum for policy dialogue, and passes on know-how to governments on how to tackle economic difficulties.

· The IMF supports its membership by providing
●policy advice to governments and central banks based on analysis of economic trends;
●research, statistics, forecasts, and analysis based on tracking of global markets;
●loans to help countries overcome economic difficulties; and
●technical assistance and training to help countries improve the management of their economies.


The WTO
· The WTO is based in Geneva, Switzerland and was established on 1 January with 159 countries on 2 March 2013

· Its main functions include:
• Administering WTO trade agreements;
• Forum for trade negotiations;
• Handling trade disputes;
• Monitoring national trade policies;
• Technical assistance and training for developing countries; and,
• Cooperation with other international organizations.

Global Political Economy
· Political economy can be defined as “the links between human behaviour and decision-making and the institutions of economic governance” (Maclean and Wood, 2014)

· It argues that there is an integral link between politics and economic conditions within a country

· For instance, most developed countries also have a capitalism system and are all members of the OECD, which has a strong capitalism ideology

· Most of these countries are also called post-industrial because they maintain  a high-technology or high-value economy.


Political Accountability in the Era of Globalization
· Democracy requires that citizens should hold their political leaders accountable at all levels for the decisions they make affecting their daily lives
- Such expectations of accountability are shrinking in the era of globalization because:

· Important decisions about our economy (money) are been made far away and there is little that local political leaders can do about it
- For instance, Greece, Spain and Italy and the IMF/WB

· It’s becoming very difficult for countries to have their own autonomous economic policies due to the inter-connection of the global economy
- Global financial markets know no borders

· Some national economic policy areas are governed by international conventions, limiting what local political leaders can do. E.g. the environment.

· Security has now assumed a greater international role
•Interpol has become the world police in fighting terrorism, money laundering, etc)


How Democratic Are International Institutions?
· There is the need to establish a criteria for assessing how democratic international financial institutions are in view of their role in our lives

· 1. How transparent are these institutions?
· 2. Are they open and do they make it possible for direct participation?
· 3. What is the quality of discourse and is it accessible to all interested citizens?
· 4. What is the degree of representativeness?
· 5. Does it have the capacity to make decisions (its effectiveness level)
· 6.How fair are its rules and procedures?


Politics in the Global Village
· Is globalization is the shrinking of time and space, then we must be living in a ‘global village’

· This term is used to describe the ‘shrinking of the world due to modern communication technologies

· The world is increasingly desperate yet, some how and in some ways it is joined at the hip

· This is why it is both imperative and interesting to study international politics and foreign policy.


International Relations
· At its basics, International Relations is the relationship between nations on the international stage

· It includes all and any aspects of interaction at the international level. This includes:
● International sporting events;
● International trade relations;
● Normal international travel of citizens; and
● Peace and security relations abroad.

· International relations therefore highlight the delicate political nature between and among countries on the international stage.

· The main vehicle of international relations in a country is often referred to as ‘Foreign Policy’


Foreign Policy of a Country
· A nations foreign policy can be defined as the ‘legislated  or legalistic relations of a state in the international system’

· Foreign Policy is about:
- How a national presents itself on the international stage;
- What values the country wants to project;
- How it wants other countries to perceive and relate to it; and,
- How it determines and treats its friends/allies  and foes/enemies.

· Foreign Policies also determines and sometimes dictates how a country will act and  or react to events in the international system.

· At all times, it seek to secure and protect the interests of nations and their allies.

Actors in World Politics
· The most important actor on the international stage is the Nation/State because of what is often known as “Structural Anarchy”:
‘the assumption in international relations that no higher authority exists above the  nation-state’

· Other actors include International Governmental Organizations (UN, EU,AU,NAFTA)

· Non-State Actors like International Non-Governmental Organizations (INGOs):
•Examples include Red Cross and Amnesty International.

· Another major actor on the international scene is Multi-national Corporations (MNCs)
●Examples include: Walmart, GM, Shell, Toyota.

· Finally, groups, individuals, and events;
•The Pope, Dalai Lama, Mandela.



