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Explanations and Arguments
· Explanations are easy to confuse with arguments because the language used to  express them is very similar, e.g. works like ‘because’, ‘for’ and ‘so’
· The car wouldn’t start because the battery is dead
· The Titanic sank because it hit the iceberg

Difference between explanation and argument

· When we give an explanation we are trying to say why something is the case, what caused it.
· When we give an argument for something, we are trying to show or prove that it is true
· Explanandum – this term refers to the thing or phenomenon being explained 
· If the thing that would either be the conclusion or explanandum occurred in the past, then it more likely to be an explanation, although it is still possible that it could be an argument 

Home Work: Course pages 18-19, 30-31 and 27-29

Structure Diagram

· All arguments have a logical structure.
· Steps in constructing structure diagram
· Number all the statements and claims in the passage
· Identify any logical indicators
· Identify the premises and conclusion
· Identify and cross out any parts of the passage that are not part of the argument
· Draw the structure diagram
· Premises are always out above the conclusion below
· The direction of inference is always downwards
· Initial Premise: there is a line leading down from the premise but no line above leading down to it- i.e. no support is being offered for this premise
· Intermediate premise: there is both a line leading down to the premise and a line leading from it to another claim below – i.e. some argument is being offered down this premise, and this premise is in turn
