COMM 2101 – REMEMBERING Jan.6th 2011
· In the second term, our focus will be on how things in our world attain meaning  materiality 
· Memory is about history in the broadest sense—it is about what we remember about something that happened in the past 
· We have a range of ideas associated with memory: examples- nostalgia and trauma
· Nostalgia: a longing to remember and go back to better times
· Trauma: the condition of remembering a traumatic experience 
· Why remember? 
1. Because something is significant 
2. To remind us of something significant 
3. Because remembering one things is necessary for doing the other things
4. To gain access to something (like a password)
5. So that other people will remember
6. Because it is impossible for us to forget 

· Why forget?
1. Because something is insignificant 
2. To get on to the next thing
3. So that other people will forget
4. Because it is difficult for us to remember 

· Two connotations:
1. Memory as Communicative 
2. Memory as “storage capacity” 

Part 1: communicating memory through commemoration
· Collective memory (memorials) 
· Reminding people of the haulocaust in Germany
· 9/11 commemoration (police and fire department clothing promotes materialistic ideas)
· Mosque near ground zero 
· Some argue that it’s a bad way of remembering 9/11
· It would communicate “giving up”
Lessons here:
1. Memory is representative ( it’s about HOW we represent a memory) 
2. Memory is contested (people debate over HOW to remember) 
3. Memory is selective (we choose to remember certain things over others) 


Part 2: memory as storage capacity
Plato, Phaesdrus, 360 BCE
Discussion between Phaedrus and Socrates about writing—
Writing facilitates forgetfulness by externalizing memory and through the creation of “reminiscence” vs.truth 
Writing cannot speak when asked 
Memory, for Freud is :
Unstable, repressed, inconsistent, unreliable
Memories appear in  unconscious,are communicated in uncommon places, through dreams
Psychoanalysis is supposed to bridge between unconscious 
Memory Aids in 2011: A Partial List: 
· Data “sticks” and external hard drives
· Large computer hard drives
· Websites
· Cellular phones
· Consumer databases
· Email software
Remember: 
1. Memory is expansive
2. Memory is inexpensive
3. Memory is comprehensive 
· We have become increasingly reliant on external sources of memory 
Lessons here:
1. Individual memory is externalized
2. New ways of remembering produce new ways of meaning
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]The challenge will be how to live in a world which cannot forget, even if we want it to 
