Trans-Saharan Trade System:
The Sahara desert is the largest desert in the world made up of a dry, rocky terrain with few oasis. Throughout history it has known to be a connector of the three worlds: Mediterranean, Nile River/Red Sea and West Africa. From 700-1500 for almost 1000 years the Sahara was a major player in world history due to the development of the trans-Saharan trade system. It consisted of the movement of major caravans (of thousands of camels and hundreds of people) that would follow high-way like routes, bringing highly valued commodities. It took about 70 days to cross the desert from the North to South After the rise of Islam in North Africa, the demand for commodities increased due to approved access of the camels which were being bred in Arabia. Trade flourished, revolved around 3 commodities that were produced in sub-Saharan Africa: Slaves (almost a total of 10 million) and Gold (mined in West Africa and shipped as far east as China and India) and Salt that were sent to Arabia. The cities of Sijilmasa and Timbuktu were the 2 main centres of learning, trade and culture. The Saharan Trade system was seen as a unified road system that connected the world for centuries. 

Berbers:
Indigenous people of north Africa, originally introduced camels around 400
Slaves from sub-Saharan Africa sold to either Berbers or Arabs, 
Berbers acted as middle man in trade, went back and forth, loading up stuff, looking after camels)

Bambuk:
Gold mined in west Africa, shipped as far east as China and India.
Bambuk: State with a lot of gold mines.

Ghana/Mali: 
Three major kingdoms in 15th century: 1- kingdom of Ghana (wealth based on control of the gold mines, leaders were not Muslim but had a good working relationship with Muslim traders), described as a land of gold (shields and swords mounted with gold, even dog collars)
1235 CE melinke people (mali) conquered Ghana - KINGDOM OF MALI
Rise of mali was very crucial to spread of Islam, expansion of kingdom = expansion of Islam, was a patron of Islamic scholarship, when Musa died, mali declined
 
Ibn Battuta: 
A Muslim Moroccan traveler, one of the most famous traveller s of world history, visited whole of Islamic world, eastern Europe, east Asia, wrote Rihla (means journey) (book of travels),  visited kingdom of Mali
Basis of Mail’s wealth was Gold/mining, the people of Mali were Muslim
 
Songhai: The last of 3 kingdoms emerge: Songhai empire: massive kingdom, conquered by Morocco who wanted direct access to gold mines and that’s the end of that.
 
Mansa Musa: Great leader Mansa Musa of the Mali Empire converted to Islam (devout Muslim) 
Went to pilgrimage to Mecca (one of the most well-known famous pilgrimages every known to the Arabian, European and Islamic world)  with 60,000 men and 12,000 slaves, carried ALOT A LOT of gold bars, fed everyone, gave away gold to the poor and the cities along the way, had a mosque built every Friday, mali became very well known
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Global vs. Local/ Trans-regional vs. Local:

Trans-regional connections: connections across regions/transnational, larger outside connections, changes in contact with local/takes in knowledge/culture… (E.G. language: bungalow is Bengali word incorporated into English) 

Local: regional, smaller, changes in contact with outside world, something lost something gained 
This is how change happens/discovery.
 
Globalization:  is often referred to as American culture (Anglo globalization/English globalization)
As a result of contact, you see global groups rising up to define local practices posing as a resistance (e.g. Canadian content, Nazism: rejection of hybridity, supreme pride…)
 
The historical significance of looking at these collisions we can see power structures/hierarchies more clearly.


Cosmopolitan vs. Vernacular Languages: (900 CE-1300 CE)
 
4 DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHIES OF WRITING CULTURE IN AFROEURASIA 
Latin, Arabic, Sanskrit and Chinese
Cosmopolitan languages: plugs you into a system that goes beyond your region/larger dynamics
Contact between cosmopolitan languages and language of the local (called vernacular) (most had no writing systems but instead adapted other writing systems).
 
Song Chinese dynasty (960-1279), classical Chinese: logographic: developed from speech, characters don’t sound out words but actually represent concepts, very difficult to memorise, takes years/scholarship to learn/need wealth --> goes to show how a certain class of society is the only one that can hold the key to literature/only their perspectives….

In places like Korea/japan that have vernacular languages (Korean, Japanese) you still see traces of classical Chinese because it became so  powerful, it became a pressure for those abroad to learn classical Chinese (language of power, politics and important things), language of unimportant things (novels, fiction) is vernacular forms

Civil Service Exams (900 CE-1300 CE)
 
1st institutions sung developed to control classical Chinese is the civil service exams: could be taken by any MAN (exclusionary), those who scored a top score would be put on a list from which the emperor would choose who would work in the government 
Exam would be in classical Chinese (require high level of literature), content changed over time, tended to be about memorizing sections of Confucius texts/being able to reproduce texts, poetry, did not reward creative thinking, rewarded memorization
All of the texts scholars were asked to memorize promoted and conformed to a philosophy called Confucianism, Confucianism is a philosophy designed to promote stability, all about hierarchy, understanding your place/duties/obligations within hierarchy
As more people try to take the test to try to get into the system, they make the test more physically demanding (e.g. 24 hours long, no food/water) promote  younger men to pass the test, 0.2% rate of success, 40,000 men sat to take the test, 800 got jobs
Exams also produced incredible demand for books/tests/cheat sheets/information…

Song print culture (900 CE-1300 CE)
 
With demand of books also comes demand for schools, state did have schools but they tended to be underfunded, so most went to a private school (print culture developing in the sung dynasty, cultures built on printed books vs handwritten books….), words carved into wooden blocks, low on contact because it was time consuming and difficult to do
Biggest printing companies were owned by government making things they wanted people to read (again promoting this stability and stuff)
Also printing money (sung dynasty first printed money) again centralizing everything and putting it in the governments hand

Tale of Genji (1021):
The Tale of Genji (argued to be first novel in the world): soap opera about rich people sleeping together, although fictional it does political works (e.g. role of women in politics which would not be found in important sources)

Ulama:
Islamic literacy (learning how to write) is not enough, strong emphasis on oral culture/discussion/learning/going to lecture/recitation/travelling/experiencing things for yourself, therefore although Islamic world was in contact with china through migration and trade they chose not to engage in print culture at first. Ulama are people revered in various communities for their wisdom/knowledge of the quraan/political/religious/social leaders/decision makers. Uluma start banning together to form colleges/study groups (studying best ways to apply islamic teachings to everyday life, trying to figure out a legal code) mostly based on interpreting the quraan. They had 4 schools of thought that go on to become actual physical schools called madrasas  (each affiliated with one of these 4 schools of thoughts) Often lead by an uluma, given lectures, study groups, arabic teachings/learnings, anyone is allowed to sit in on these lectures.

Madresa:
Often lead by an uluma, given lectures, study groups, arabic teachings/learnings, anyone is allowed to sit in on these lectures. Madrasa were pitched to teaching 2 things: law and theology. Some considered to be centres of PR (public relations) and centres of learning.

Sufism:
 is a expression of islamic belief that emphasizes an individual’s connection with God, islamic mysticism, found their own colleges/brotherhood/centres of learning based upon their own theories and revelations, still muslim but very different in terms of individual connections to God, didn’t even emphasize Arabic literacy but more emotional connection. Rise of sufism in india (mostly northern), resulted in downfall of saskrit, converts began using vernacular languages instead of preserving sanskrit



Universities:
First university developed in islamic world. Morrocco 8th century, set up to be different than the madresa, madresa focused on law and theology BUT universities  had law and religion but also mathematics, different languages,  literature… housed libraries, collected different kinds of books not just in arabic but from all over the world
Biggest library in Baghdad century had about 10,000 books  vs library in paris that developed 400 years later only had 2000
People copied and circulated these books
Libraries and universities became centres of foundation/learning (knowledge and language)
Founding of universities spread to Latin world

Sanskrit: 
Unsuccessful language, by 1400 no ones using Sanskrit anymore, mostly forgotten 
Turned to vernacular/ local languages instead 
Language of hinduism
Hinduism is a difficult religion to study, no one singular texts/bible/practice that carries through all of the religion, no centre to it
Different ideas, texts, concepts, religious idea s translated into sanskrit
Development of kingdoms towards 1100
Power/prestige that came from sanskrit is no longer relevant
Sanskrit has been revived 
British tried to find out what the "true india" was, found sanskrits, couldn’t read asked the Brahmins to interpret
Brahmins: top of hindu cast system, keepers/interpreters of sankrit texts (influence)
Rise of sufism in india (moslty northern), resulted in downfall of saskrit, converts began using bernacular languages instead of preserving sanskrit
Sanskrit used for all kinds of texts (business, government…) but only religious texts kept.

Crusades: 
Islamic States: government mandate to protect Islam, Mamluk Sultanate and Ottoman empire
(2 Islamic states)
Crusade: religious wars fought to reclaim the "holy land" back from Muslim control
1095-1291
7 Major campaigns and dozens of smaller ones: 1. Jerusalem 2. Constantinople 3. … 
In general, very popular/gained lots of support, trans regional issue that many people in Europe supported/united under, fought by minor nobles (2nd sons of nobles)
Once crusaders took power over Jerusalem, they had to maintain that power.

What did the crusades mean to Europe/the world?
-Consolidation of regional identity emerging from Europe ("Europeaness") Roman catholic/Christianity identity (no divide yet), if you were in Europe and not Latin Christian, you were an outsider to Europe.
-Strong commitment from the Mamluk and Ottomans to Islam (Islamic identity forming), emerged to protect Islam
-Lots of trade happening in Europe and Islamic world like never before (culture started merging), people found similarities while fighting over differences
-Regional identities also developing
Great Schism:
Secular authority vs religious authority (kings, nobles…) vs (pope, local priests…)
Fighting over tax money, control, who gets to decide what is the local religious practice? How is it standardized? Who gets to pick the next ruler/king?
Calls for reform, a lot of the priests/bishops were not leading moral lives, were pushed to be better (better literacy, better educated/moral, know the Bible better…)
The response of the Pope is to centralize his authority (he should get the last say in all issues) and tries to standardize how
Lots of resistance to centralization
Constantinople: belief that power should be shared, Roman pope thought Constantinople should be under his reign: KNOWN AS THE GREAT SCHISM
CHURCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE SPLITS FROM ROMAN CHURCH, BYZANTINE EMPIRE IS DIFFERENT RELIGION (ORTHDOXY, DIFFERENT BRAND OF CHRISTIANITY)
Roman Christianity has pope, orthodoxy has patriarch
Power struggle calls for reconciliation
Over time, more differences emerge from the 2 religions (theology…)

4th Crusade: (1204)
Seljuk sultanate (Islamic power) attacks Byzantine empire over trade routes.
Roman pope agrees to merge with Byzantine to fight against Muslim power Seljuk, calls for a crusade to take back holy land (beginning of first crusade)
4th Crusade: Came up and then went down then came up then went down….
Driven by "gain" not "religion", some people are religiously into it, others are in for the gain/loot/booty from taking over "any violence done during the crusade will be forgiven by God, for it is to reclaim the Holy Land) People now did whatever the fuck they wanted 
4th crusade was not about islam, but about consolidating latin christianity, less to do with who has the holy land, but more to do with latin christianity developing power, crusaders would also go to northern and eastern europe and forcibly convert people
Wanted to reconquer/take back Spain from muslim power, "Reconquista": space of spain should be purely latin Christian

Silk Road:
Major trade route across asia/europeMongol empire seeks to control trade along the silk road
Marco Polo used these routes to travel into china
Sung Dynasty in china, various central Asian powers, persian gulf and islamic power, byzantinian empire, western and northern africa --everything was linked
Various nomadic groups formed along the silk road, some are traders/merchants, others act as body guards along the route (make sure its safe for caravans and travellers)
Europe exposed to sugar, silverware, tea, porcelain and new designs…
Movement of a lot of technology and designs, can be seen when chinese designs are found in europe…
Greatest example of globalization is blue and white porcelain (pottery) whose designs vary from region to region but yet all share similarities.
Collapse of the Mongol empires (mid 14th century): had a whole series of effects, disrupted the silk road, flow of trade was diverted from central Asia to Indian ocean

Mongol Empire:
Genghis Khan (warlord, chief), unites everyone under Mongol Empire
Very charismatic, gained largest empire world has everyone, unprecedented influence across Asia
Mongol expansion based on looting and plundering to sustain the expanding empire.
Xia, Jin > Mongol empire takes down these areas (china), gain bureaucrats (who know how to govern cities), gain military engineers (know how to build, deploy and siege weaponry as well as gun power technology). 1227 Genghis khan dies, mandated empire should be broken up into 4 territories divided amongst his sons (territories would be called khanates)
Collapse of the Mongol empires (mid 14th century): had a whole series of effects, disrupted the silk road, flow of trade was diverted from central Asia to Indian ocean

Khanates:
1227 Genghis khan dies, mandated empire should be broken up into 4 territories divided amongst his sons (territories would be called khanates). One of the khanates dies in the middle of conquering of vienna (europe) and they had to pull back and never got around to taking over Europe. Had taken over islamic world, gained such new war strategies, but no central/cultural vision, Khanate in china create a dynasty very similar to previously fallen sung dynasty (taxation systems and structure is the same….. Islamic world-- khan converts to islam, works through islamic ways, adopts local customs while adopting other customs as well such as chinese taxation and applying it to islamic law...etc (hybrid of sung dynasty). Both khanates still plugged into larger greater mongol empire. No vision of Russia before mongols, but they developed crazy trade networks like never before, moscow becomes huge trade zone for fur and lumber, russian land now becomes plugged into european and mongol networks like never before. Answer to mongol success in hybridity/circulation. When Baghdad is sacked by the Mongol empire, it shocks the islamic world, survivors flee and found 2 empires: ottoman and mamluk sultanate. Want to take over Silk road, is all about mobility, want to control mobility, start of passport/post office system, at the same time maritime/indian ocean trade developing outside the mongol control.

Role of disease in world history: The black death/the Plague: 1347-1353:
Resulted in death of 76 million people
Effected europe, islamic world (especially those close to Mediterranean), some even argue even 200 million and parts of china.. Killed up to 60% of these communities 
Bacteria from sewage/garbage started moving into peoples homes, domestication of animals also brought with it disease, as population density increased, so did the dangers of wide spread epidemics
Diseases usually follow conquest, trade routes and warfare

Versinia Pestis/ Pneumonic Plague/ Bubonic Plague
Black death: massive outbreak of plague, caused by outbreak of bacteria called: Versinia Pestis
Started as bubonic plague and turned into pneumonic plague (more deadly), difference is where it occurs on the body, both caused by same bacterium (pneumonic plague occurs in respiratory system) bubonic started due to fleas on rats, pneumonic was airborne, people got it in their lungs by breathing in effected peoples cough, sneeze….etc

Three Islamic Religio-Political Principles of the Black Death:
Both christian and islamic world agreed it was airborne disease and reccomended people leave affected places Responed very differently in terms of social responses
 Europe: christians intepreted the black death as a divine punishment (for humanities sin), blamed minorities for being source of corruption, especially the Jews, who were actually less effcted because they lived separatly than wider community due to discrimination they lived in ghettoes, and also tended to practice better hygene and therefore christians blamed them because they were less affected,	• Weird medical remedies (drink your own urine twice a day)
Islam: accepted the black plague as god's will
3 principles:
-the plague is to be seen as mercy from god and martydom for the faithful muslim (death by plague meant you would reach paradise)
-muslims should not enter nor flee from a plague stricken land 
-no such thing as contagion/ shouldn’t see the medical cause seen as to be coming directly from god
	• Muslims did not declare punishment was from god, did not encourage flight
	• Emphasis on personal piety and religious commitment

Flagellants: would emulate the suffering of Christ, whip themselves and self-flagellation and hurt themselves in order to be forgiven for their sins and the Christian world would be saved from the black death. They paraded around the streets and market place and would lash themselves (included women and children) after a while they stopped punishing themselves and turned to a new enemy- the jews

Serfs: Political effects of the black plague in europe: black death ended serfdom (fewer slaves/peasants left alive and therefore lords had less power and so the serfs/peasants now had some sort of power and started discussing labour wages worker rights...e.g. 1381 peasants revolt...peasant movements/uprising, rose up against authority due to crisis and desperation and hunger...etc)  - IN ENGLAND SERF: IS ESSENTIALLY A SLAVE TO THE LAND

Polynesian expansion: 
Polynesians: come to crisscross pacific world, an ethnic, liguistic group, some argue they originate from china and move towards to taiwan ,others think they originate in pakistan indus valley.
polynesian group expanding in south east asia, going as far as madagascar in 3000 BCE - 1300 CE
Island hopping all the way to hawaii, got even to south america
How did they do it? Hokule'a ships (look like double canoes)
Colonized islands, would use up resources for 5-10 years then hop to the next one
Developed very sophisticated knowledge on navigation by stars
Became experts in migration patterns of sea life, animals, birds… life cycle of plants… through this could even hypothesize what kind of islands were out there (depending on the fish and insects)
Developed sonar system where sailors can put feet in water feel the difference in wave to see if there was an island out there. Polynesians get into contact with americas/south americas much earlier than columbus

Empires:
Empires are based on power inequalities. Creating and maintaining power inequality between colonizer and colonized. One way this can be done is by exploiting wealth towards imperialist groups, exploiting labour… etc. Empires are about controlling mobility (movement) in terms of wealth, gold, silver, commodities, food, people/labour (e.g. slave trade), who lives on what piece of land (e.g. canadas reservation lands that fix people to certain areas), movement of armies/military, movement of water (irrigation, canals…) Not all about physical force, they create inequality though politics, science, economics.

Colonial archive:
House documents (official reports, government letters…whatever the particular body in power feels like collecting)
Where are all the sources about the aztec empire? all held by the spanish that took over, who read through them trying to figure out how the aztec system worked and used it for their own systems, part of the colonization scheme is to corrupt documents (or to deny history that went before it, make themselves seem superior) (what to keep what to discard) this limits sources and legitimacy
Certain points of views/groups are always emphasized in emphasized which speak about power inequalities themselves (think about it, who would have access to all the paper and pens and access to writing-the rich, they’re the ones whose voices get heard, the rest don’t make it)

Inca empire:
Located in south america, based on growing potatoes
Trade/goods/commodities/used for hair/fur, meat: alpacas and llamas
Sun worshippers: sapa=emperor, thought to be descended from the Sun and thus the natural ruler over everyone and everything, Language: quechua (becomes fundamental language of government) 
Capital of inca empire: cuzco (central metropolitan centre), 50000 people, major city, referred to as the navel of the world, set up to be centre of empire, house emperor, controlled entire economy within empire, controlled goods, commodities, trade, built all kinds of roads (10000 miles) and then monitored them, so if u wanted to use these roads for any sort of trades, you were monitored by the empire.
Good cotton trade too (different textiles, dyes, colours…) peanuts, chillies, substantial silver/gold trade, and COCA leaves (derive cocaine from these, can be chewed as well)
Avoided war (only when they needed to), Became a worship centre as well.

Appropriation of the Mita: system of labour tribute (tax system)  appropriated right into the inca system
Khipu: messaging system, record keeping system

Aztec Empire/ Tenochtitlan and Tlatelolco:
Expanded earlier than the Inca, empire consisted of 2 cities that worked together, Tenochtitlan and Tlatelolco, operate in tandem, had a lot of maize and corn
Silver and gold: major commodities, lots of food, chilly, pumpkin...etc. different dyes, exotic feathers used as currency, tobacco, cotton, beans, COCOA BEANS!
Different technologies/ideas coming out of this trade centre: metallurgy, maize technology
Goods distributed by foot/human effort, city was built on a lake
Chinampas: rafts/terraces built across the lakes (very difficult labour, the fact that aztects could mobilize and control this labour goes to show how much control they had)
	• Controlled trade into city system via these canoe systems^
Language: is nahuatl, Did not have formal writing system, had people who were professional historians/storytellers, recorded things through carvings and paintings, world class trade centre/metropolitan centre

The History of the Body: sub-genre in the study of history, developed in the last decade, how the state controls bodies  (birth rates, birth control… womens bodies) control of bodies through torture, controlling bodies in terms of armies, tattooing, genetics, 
THIS REALLY HELPED UNDERSTAND THE FUNDAMNETAL WAYS A SOCIETY WORKS e.g. midwife is very important cause she controls  birth and the future of society and is often blamed when things go wrong

Atlantic Ocean World:
All interactions that exist across Atlantic ocean
Rise of the Atlantic world: triangular trade system (see previous notes)All societies around the borders of these trade places are similar, they are major places of mixing (biological, cultural…)
Constantinople becomes Istanbul under ottoman empire
Ottoman Navy: Galleys (built for policing the Mediterranean  sea, ottomans dominated the Mediterranean trading zone (had cannons, build to patrol the sea, which was relatively calm water, these ships were only suited for Mediterranean)
New ways of navigation developed, one in particular which was being shared by Europe, china… it allowed them to tell latitude (north to south) 
Lots of gold, slave trade (top 2 commodities)
Ottoman empire was a Muslim control empire, (Spain and Portugal didn’t want to be apart of the Mediterranean trade
This was the beginning of Reconquista (taking back from the Islamic empire)
Portugal and Spain develop a lot of ship building technologies to trade with Europe/North Europe

Lisbon: 
a city, becomes major trade hub, major port city centrally place (located between Africa and Europe)

Galleons (ships):
Used to travel, also had cannons, evolved a lot, lots of naval technology being developed, needed big strong hefty ships to cross the Atlantic (really needed it especially cause they were cut off from the Mediterranean)
First thing was to look for gold on the islands they (Portugeuse) cross (esp. cause they had no access to the one involved in Mediterranean) if these islands had no gold, they became plantation places for sugar, most of the indigenous people were enslaved and forced to work on the plantation

Feitorias: Portuguese wanted access to west africa without having to go through Mediterranean, fortified trading enclaves, (little armies protecting Portuguese warehouses that have trade goods) Spain wanted the same but didn’t have a lot of options in terms of access, so they decided to go across the Atlantic, This was the beginning of the Columbus voyage, who went out looking for China

Conquistador: starts with Columbus, translates as conqueror, establish plantations, search for gold, first wave of how "new spain" is established

Myth of the exceptional Men: Randomly a great man appears who has a vision who is just awesome and amazing and does something and changes everything (kinda like columbus, who is said to have found out the world was not flat and in fact round - lol people already knew the world was wrong). Most of the Islamic world and scholars hypothesised there was something/a land mass between Another falsity: that when these men came to the Americas all the native/aboriginal peoples just bowed down to them, most of the documents/sources we have are the letters sent by these men/accounts written by these mens that wernt accounts/letters at all, that are actually ego letters that wrote all this bs down about themselves about how the aboriginals thought they were exceptional and gods)  and a lot of history was written based on these letters but now we realise the conquistadors wrote about themselves not the Truth

Myth of the kings army: The myth that the kings armies were trained, had uniforms, weapons and were ready to fight for the conquistadors, LOL ITS ACTUALLY FALSE. They actually received an exact minimum (like payment in terms of loot, a share), they were very small 
 Most of the soldiers werent even real soldiers, they were mercenaries for hire that had no military training and no formation tactics...etc they were just entrepreneurs with weapons

Myth of completion:
Also known as "empire is an unfinished business"
 Conquest is not an "event that happens and then it is over"
Constant struggle to establish and keep an empire, to have the people cooperate and battle resistance, there were groups like Mapuche who successfully resisted the conquistadors/Europeans

Columbian Exchange (sugar, potatoes, maize): all kinds different biological entities move from asia, europe, africa and asia….All these new things started invading americas (bugs, plants, animals, disease….)
However, things werent growing as well as they were in say, china and others were like potatoes and maize (people began sustaining themseleves on one particular starch, monocropping, more and more people living on a particular product), Sugar cane becomes huge in south america and sugar becomes huge and chocolate dveloped, lots of sugar based industries and becomes a product of everyday life/working classes, taking it in beverages...etc, With sugar comes more demand for slaves, Greater developmenet of the triangular trade system, more and more consumer societies dependant on these starches…Now world is depending on Spanish empire to deliver sugar

Silver: Spanish pesos/silver was developed and became dominant wealth and caused an economic inflation around the world, all this money was used by the spanish to create war, able to buy more mercenaries for spanish pesos (spanish silver was most wanted, chinese would trade anything for silver, finally europe has somethng china wants which it never did and trade between them grew, Almost 40% of silver coming out of new world stays in europe, 30% goes to  china, mughal empire in india (new islamic empire) and was huge on silver that came from the new world, silver wealth was on display in india, this is the moment a global netwrk dominated the global economy, Global netweork becomes centralised on mining in new world

INDIAN OCEAN WORLD:
 1500
Indian ocean world of trade: concentration of global consumer demand (India and China = bulk of the world population), Centre of trade (world leader in material culture/luxury trade), Weather conditions: dry/wet wind, monsoons, regularity of monsoon winds means regular agricultural production (particularly in terms of rice growing) Indian ocean trade was very ethnically and religiously tolerant even though it was majority Muslim
Specific areas specialized in specific commodities (e.g. Sri Lanka: cinnamon), Development of trade relations and networks of trust between regions was necessary (e.g. getting cinnamon from Sri Lanka was much cheaper and convenient than getting it from Europe so it was  by engaging in their rituals and meeting them and interacting and meeting them and interacting with trading)

The dhow: 
Midsized ship, designed to carry 12-30 people, built to specifically for Indian ocean travel and a good amount of cargo space, not built for super long sea voyages, built to hop from port city to port city (quick trade), not armed, piracy minimized due to network of trust, moderate sized trade that you can purchase quickly and get rid of quickly
What's being trade: key commodities: spices (black pepper, cinnamon, nutmeg), silk, tea coffee, silver from the Americas, American silver and African gold as a currency, carpets, textiles, elephants/exotic animals, parrot trade ( a fad developed for them in the Indian ocean world and were traded as commodities), cloth, slaves, tobacco ...etc.
Indian ocean trade is also hooked into silk road land trade

Zheng He:
Chinese emperor built these giant treasure ships, like GIANT, built for exploration, treasure fleets and information finding, giving out free samples of stuff china makes (kind of like a giant ad campaign letting people know about things they didn’t even know existed) put them under the control of Zheng He: explorer

Swahili Coast:
Swahili writing system develops, dominant trading language (a non-European language!), different kind of Islamic practices being developed across Swahili and African coast, a lot of hybrid practices
Ivory from elephant tusks was a main commodity  being traded across Swahili Coast, traders along coast are mainly trading for textiles/fabric, spices, lots of tobacco >> this is transforming local practice, port cities across Swahili coast are not capable of supporting themselves solely based on Indian ocean trade so they also engaged and networked in trade across Africa
BARRIERS: Different castes involved in the trade system (particularly in India, if you travel overseas you lose your place in that Caste, limits ability to engage for high caste Indian Merchants)

1336-1565: Vijayanagara Empire: Southern India, Political power was similar to Aztec Empire (symbolic practices (elites), strong metropolis/city, based on Hinduism, founding myth: founded by 2 brothers from Northern India, captured and made to convert to Islam, ran away and found this. (sets out strong Hindu vs Muslim dynamic), Because of the whole caste system losing spot thing, Vijayanagara becomes centre of Indian Ocean world, traders came to IT. Even though it was a Hindu empire, they made room for other traders/Muslims to help facilitate trade and movement throughout the kingdom, Empire starts to crumble as Mughal Empire begins to rise in India

Mughal Empire: North West India, Islamic, Sunni empire, over time various members of imperial workers marry into Shia families, draw close ties with Persian (Shia) empire, also take on a number of Hindu practices (GREAT EXAMPLE OF HYBERIDITY) had their own brand of Islam, Extensive use of gun powder technology due to contact with Mongols, to take over much of Northern India, Come to rule 2nd largest empire in the world, largest empire of India (millions of people), Adapts all kinds of technologies and information of the rising global trade, took advantage of it right away, Indian calicoes, Lots of experimentation with Cotton (designs, dyes…), traders bring in raw cotton, then export it to household and spin it into thread. Paid per piece, granting women access to the economy not through men, India situated right in the centre of Indian ocean world, centre of textile/fabric production, British Industrial revolution was based on textile/fabric production which they learned when colonizing India

Cinnamon:
Cinnamon trade was huge it was only produced in Sri Lanka, comes from a particular kind of tree, fad of drinking cocoa with cinnamon becomes a fad and demand increases like crazy
Produced in the kingdom of Kandy, cast developed, cast specifically for cinnamon development
1420 Portuguese arrive and wanted to get into fad of Hot cocoa and cinnamon, even greater increase in demand, System becomes exploited, work more plant more, They figure out they're the only ones producing cinnamon in the world and therefore go on strike and rebel against the king and demand wages, Dutch come in, kick out workers and Portuguese, bring slaves and build cinnamon plantations, up the price of cinnamon, Eventually, fad for cinnamon dies out and is taken over by other spices, people begin refusing to pay high prices, Dutch can't keep up with plantation, British colonization 100 years later

Sultanate of Aceh: tip of Sumatra (island that Dutch tried to control), success story in the history of resistance from Dutch, sultanate is Muslim, develop close ties to ottoman empire, specialized in producing black pepper, economically control the pepper trade ensuring the Dutch doesn’t take exploit it
Different variation of Islam practiced
Number of female sultans-raises question of female authority/power, matriarchal society (male goes lives with female family)
Develops its own navy, direct trade routes with the ottoman empire




	

