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Rousseau: born in Geneva, mom died in childbirth, dad never let him forget it, had to flee Geneva at the age of 10-11, was beaten up, worked as a manual labour.
Very conflicted relationship with women.
Developed a very strong sense of independence while most of society lived on pension, did not like any sort of dependence.
People have:
Natural pity: general aversion of seeing other people in pain
Perfectibility: ability to learn
 
In our original state, we are naturally good. We are self sufficient and can provide for ourselves.
 
The moment we begin to support families, we become a little less self sufficient (we divide up the work and lose skills), families then turn into villages which then divides things up a little more, making everyone less self sufficient due to loss of skill (some people become farmers, traders, builders…)
We also begin to develop free time, which then results in spontaneous folk festivals, which then result in singing, dancing...etc. which then results in becoming more self conscious because we start to care about what other people think of us. 
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People then start accumulating wealth. (Land)
Divide between rich and poor --> resulted in fighting, rich make decisions for poor that seems like its benefiting them but its really not.
Creation of a social contract which entrenched inequality and wealth and the subjugation of the poor.
"Man is born free and everywhere he is in chains"
 
Natural condition of human beings is freedom, but everyone is subject to unjust laws. Political society is not a natural condition. The social order is founded on convention. We CREATE political society. The terms under which we construct it is where we have to look in account of what legitimatizes law.
 
 
Organized society does provide civil freedom: freedom of security and possession but not natural freedom (do what ever you want)
And moral freedom: self given laws based on morals
 
When abiding to the social contract you abide by the sovereign (Rousseau: government is not the sovereign, the people are the sovereign) and are a citizen.
 
Sovereign: we become a single moral and collective body, people gather together through the social contract, substitutes moral and legitimate equality, everyone has an equal share in ruling, no one rules over another. This is the only way you can be as free as you were before. If we live under laws we give ourselves. (moral freedom). As soon as we act against our own will, we become unfree.

The will is the motivating force behind intentional action.
Sovereignty is inalienable and cannot be divided. It rests with the people and cannot be represented.

 
Book 2 chapter 7
  
 
 
 
 
 
