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What is linguistics?
The scientific study of language 
It’s scientific because it adheres to scientific ideas about what constitutes progress (unlike eg. Much literary criticism)
We study language not a language or languages

Ways of studying language: 
PHONETICS (study of the sounds of speech)
How do we move our articulators to produce the sounds we use in language? (If there if a different language, there is a different way the sounds of the language are articulated)
What are the mechanics of perceiving speech sounds? (how do our ears process sounds)
What are the acoustic properties of speech sounds? (how are mouth, tongue, etc. used to make sounds)
PHONOLOGY (the system underlying speech sounds)
Which types of sounds contract with each other in a given language?  (Keep and coop are said with different vocal gestures)
How do the gestures put across a different mood [intonation (saying the word “ma” in Cantonese can put across 4 different meanings if said in specific ways)
MORPHOLOGY (the structure of words)
How complex words such as antidisestablishmentarianism constructed from simpler words like establish?
What is the difference between a blackbird and a black bird? (How is it that we can get two different meanings out of the same words?)
What is a possible word?
How are words formed?
 
SYNTAX (structure of sentences)
How do we account for the open-endedness of language? (There is a finite number of possible phrases in language)
What are the constraints on the form of sentences? (there are so many ways to break language systems) 
What is the mental representation of sentence structure?
SEMANTICS (how expressions mean what they do)
What is a possible word meaning?
What is the relation between the meaning of a sentence and the meanings of the words it is composed of?
What is a meaning?
Contrasts with:
PRAGMATICS (meaning in context)
How do people figure out what each other mean when they leave so much unsaid (One can say “John is an angel” without committing themselves to the belief that angels exist)
How do we form our utterances in such a way that other people get the intended meaning from them? 
How can a word (or sentence) mean such different things in different situations?
OTHER WAYS OF STUDYING LANGUAGE
· Sociolinguistics: Language shapes and reflects social structure and social structure shapes language use (gender, age, environment)
· Historical linguistics: How languages change over space and time 
· Evolution of linguistic ability (“biolinguistics”): We are the only species with language. How did we get here?
· Language acquisition (first, second): No one has accurately described any language. How do kids learn them so effortlessly when adults struggle?
· Psycho-neurolinguistics 
DESCRIPTIVE GRAMMARS VS. PRESCRIPTIVE GRAMMARS 
Example:
Prescriptive grammars: Do not finish a sentence with a preposition
1. That is something which we shall not put up with
2. That is something with which we shall not put
Descriptive grammars: “Sometimes, English speakers finish a sentence with a preposition. That’s interesting. But it doesn’t work every time, and French speakers do that much less. Clearly, this is a way in which grammars can vary.”
3. That is something with which we shall not put up with

Three types of adequacy 
Observational adequacy 
· That guy just said “Hoe much more can you put up with?”!
· My consultants thank that “Who did you talk to is grammatical
Descriptive adequacy
Analytical adequacy
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